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LIFE OF SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 


CHAPTER I. 

SECOHD MISSION TO PERSIA. 


[ 1810 .] 


VOYAGE TO BusHiEE— Malcolm’s liteeaey prEsuixs — ^iinesay bethi:?ie — 

ADVANCE TO SHIEAZ — EECEBTION JHEEE— MUEDEE OF CAPTAIN GEANT— 

Malcolm’s sobeoiv—maech to t^e eoyal camp — sm haepoed jones — 
Malcolm’s eeception by the eing— • deilling^the peesian ae§iy— de- 

PAETUEE OP THE MISSION— INCIDENTS AT BAGHDAD— EETUEN TO BOMBAY. 


On the lOtli of January, the JPs^che, accompanied by 
the James Sibbald and other vessels, put out to se^; 
and Malcolm -was again thrown back upon bis pubHq 
spirit for relief under the depressing circumstances of do-.» 
mestic separation.* The first day on board^aJiip was.a 
sad one j but he soon recovered the healtliy tone of his 
mind; shook off all vain regretS and repinings; and' 
plunged deeply into literary work. He had set himself a 


He always said that he had be- 
come a better public servant since 
i his marriage. “ I will not allow,” he 
i wrote in his first day’s journal, “ that 
I bachelors are better public servants 
Ithan married men. They may be on 

VOL. II. B 


ordinary/but not on great occasions ; ( 
for they must be strangers to the purest | 
and noblest motive that can fiJi the 
breast of a man — that of leaving a 
good and great name to his childiEi, 
as^ rich and proud inheritaiice.” 
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SECOKD MISSION TO PERSIA. 


‘'task, and lie now applied himself to it with all his might. 
His Political History of India was t^ be the growfli of 
this voyage*” to the Gulf. “I am resolved,” he wrote, 
“to allow no circumstances to prevent my finishing^a 
work which may, at a moment like the present, prove 
of much public utility.” .t, f 

But although at certain hours of the day he threw 
diimself earnestly and vigorously into Ms appointed work, 
he by not- means buried himself in his cabin, or shunned 
the society of the ship. ' There were few merrier men- 
than Captain Edgecumbe ; and mJny were the hearty 
laughs which he and Malcolm enjoyed together. The 
•wind was for some time very languid ; so the passengers 
of the Sibhalcl were enabled often to go on board the 
Psyche ; and there were many pleasant social gatherings, 
at which songs were sung, and stories were told, and 
jokes passed about; and every one did his best to con- 
tribute something to the general stock of amusement. 
Malcolm lived very temperately at tMs time, took regular 
exercise, and enjoyed excellent health. Every morning 
sKvf him at work ‘before breakfast at the club-exercise, 
walking the deck, and playing at single-stick; and he 
wrote with exultation that his figure had decreased in 
girth, and the muscles of Ms arms expanded. The ship 
made little progress ; but he said that his History made 
■■more ;* so he did not complain of the delay. 

X)n the ^,6th, the little fleet was off Muscat, where 
Malcolm received letters which it did him good to read. 

* A packet from Bussorah brought “accounts of a glorious 
victory gained by Sir Arthur Wellesley by land, and 

_ * WritiQg at this time in- his jour- kuov of Indiam Cottages and Courts.” 
ual vith reference to his literai-y pur- It is greatly to be regretted that this 
suits, Maleolm says: “ I contemmate book -was neYermitten. It'wouldhave 
m my leisure hours in England a book been even more interesting than the 
or Memoirs, which -will be fun of dia- SheiehesqfPema.. 
racteristicr anecdotes, and give all*! 
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anotlier by Lord CoUingwood at sea.” Letters were 
also #rece*Ted frora. Captain Pasley, conveying intelli- 
gence that tbe account of Malcolm’s approach was “ re- 
ceded as he could wish at Teheran.” “ I have no doubt 
of my reception at Court,” he wrote in his journal, “ but 
i expect, while on the road io Teheran, to hear of Sir 
Harford’s confirmation, and of Mr. Morier’s return with 
a letter from King George to his Majesty of Persis-, and ‘ 
then my embarrassment will be complete.” 

• Leaving Mr. Hanky Smith to transact some necessary 
business with the Imaum of Muscat, Malcolm, takhsg 
advantage of a favorable breeze, sailed into the Gulf. 
But baffing winds soon set in, and the progress of the 
Tsyohe was very tedious. Meanwhile, however, the 
Political History was hastening towards, a conclusion, 
“We have still a contrary wind,” he wrote on the 10th 
of February to his wife. “ Nothing can be more vexa- 
tious. I have one more consolation beside that of this 
wind blo^ving my packet to vou, which is, that my poH- 
, _ tical sketch gets on apace. Five ch^ters are finished 
and corrected ; and the sixth and last is commenced 
this niorning. I begin nov? to look forward wfith great 
delight to that enchanting word JFirais. The moment I 
write it, I wili have a jubilee. I mean to dance, hunt; 
shoot, and play myself, and let who will write histories, 
memoirs, and sketches.”* 

At last, on the 13th of Februarj^, the euterorl 

the roadstead of Bushire. On the follo-irilig day, at- 
tended by all the chief people of the place, Malcolm 
landed. After paying a visit to the Governor, he pro- 
ceeded to the house of Mr. Bruce, some tlrree miles off’ 

^ ^ He sent his MS. from Bushire to expressed' my hope that he will not be 
Sir Janies Mackintosh, “ whose mas- sparing-^that he will anticipate appro- 
terly pen,” he wrote, will correct the bation to eYerything that he does, and* 
^ faults with which they abound. I have tha# he wili make no references.” 

... B 2 ' ■■ /, 
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‘in the country. “Our cavalcade was very numerous,” 
lie vfTOte in Ms journal, “ and the uncommon attention 
paid to me appeared as if that joy at my return which 
was written on all their faces was heartfelt and sinc®e. 
When we were at the Governor’s, old Hadjee Ismael, a 
respectable*' merchant of eighty- two years of age, tool 
the lead in the conversation. He expressed, in the name 
‘ of all) their joy at my revisiting Persia. The Eiing, he 
said, had given a proof of true greatness in anxiously 
requiring the presence of a man who had told him the 
henest truth with a bluntness which kings were not in 
the habit of hearing.” 

All through the months of February and March, and 
up to the middle of April, Malcolm and his suite re- 
mained encamped at Bushire. He had despatched the 
letter to the King of wMch he was the bearer, and was 
waiting his Majesty’s order to advance. He appears to 
have spent his time between literatm'e and the chase. 
He was working hard at the completion of his Political 
History ; but he was delighted to find himself on horse- 
back; again, and he knew that, in Persia, the equestrian 
exercises, in which he excelled, were not matters only of 
private delight.* On the 6th of March, he was able to 
write in his journal, “I have written the word Finis to 
my Sketbh, and am as joyful as I can be in absence. I 
**will write no more to-day, but go and make up parties 
te hunt, and shoot, and ride, and revel in all the delights 


^ Tlie Persians hold good horseman- 
ship in such estimation, that they would 
have thought little of an ambassador 
who was not at home in the saddle. 
A curious illustration of this occurred 
"“when Malcolm was at Bushire. The 

purser of one of the ships, Mr. W 

went on shore to see Mr. Smith, and 
Was put on the back of a capering 
Arab, only to be thrown about v^ry 


uncomfortably in the saddle. The bad 
horsemanship of the sailor provoked 
some merriment on shore; but on the 
following day a Persian trader, who 
knew a little English, happening to go 
on board the^ship, said to Mr. W— 
when the subject was referred to, You 
need not be under any uneasiness. I 
told the people that yon ride very well, 
but that you were very drunk.” 
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of idleness.” There were a number of active, high- 
spirited, youths with* him, who rejoiced to serve under a 
master as fond of sport as themselves. It was his plea- 
su?e, as he felt it was liis duty, to train them for Oriental 
travel ; and when any of them made an excursion into 
fhe interior for purposes eitl?>er of business dr pleasure, 
he sent them forth slenderly equipped, and especially 
exhorted them against the use of knives and forks# All* 
such emblems of Western civilisation were to be denied ^ 
to men who were in training for Eastern heroes. There 
were some noble specimens of manhood among them. 
Among others was an artillery officer, little more than ’ 
eighteen years of age, whose gigantic stature was the 
wonder and the admiration of the Persians.* The fiime 
of young Lindsay’s proportions reached far into the inte- 
rior. When the bearer of Malcolm’s letters to the King and 
the Prince-Eegent reached Sliiraz, the latter was eager 
in his inquiries about the “ tall man.” The messenger, 
after satisfying the Princejs inquiries, told his Eoyal 
Highness, that the greatest wonder of all was, tjjat al- 
though seven feet liigh, he was only’ a lad of eigliJ;een, 
and ’might grow another oubit. One morning, as Mal- 
colm was sitting in his tent, he was delighted by hearing 
a Persian calk out to one of Lindsay’s servants, “Isyomr 
date-tree asleep or awake ?” We may be Sure that 
there was no want of laughter in camp at tliis figure of* 
speech, and need not question that the En.vey laugh«d 
the loudest of the party. 

On the 15th of March, Malcolm received intelHgence to 
the effect that his Mehmendar, or entertainer, had been ap- 
pointed in the person of a nobleman of rank, who whs then 



Lindsay — afterwards Sir Henry He distingnislied liimself by magj* acts 
Lindsay Bethune — witli better fortune of heroic gallantry^ wliicii caus^ Min 
than some of his comrades, lived to a to be regarded by the Persians as a 
ripe old age. The greater part of his veritable Eoostnm — not in stature 
life was spent with the Persian army. al^e. * • 
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on iiis way down to Bushire. Two days aftejwards he 
made his appearance, and was recemd in a distiugitished 
manner by the English Envoy. But Malcolm would not 
commence his march to Teheran until he had received 
ail answer to the letters which he had forwarded to the 
King. H6 was greatly pfeased with his new friend— a 
young man of prepossessing appearance and polished 
■ manners ; and there was every chance of continued 
h^mony between them. He was assured, too, that the 
King was delighted at his approach, and would welcome 
hss old friend with demonstrations of the sincerest affec- 
tion and respect. The Prince-Regent, too, who ten 
yeais before, by asserting mijustifiable pretensions, had 
compelled Malcolm to contend manfully for the support 
of his ambassadorial dignity, now mindful of the past, 
addressed him a letter in the style of an equal.* The 
preparations for the march, therefore, were commenced 
with good heartf in spite of the embarrassing intelligence 
of Jones’s movements, whi^ came in from time to°time 
to perplex und annoy Malcolm ; and when at last, on the 
thp April, the firman of the King of Kings was received, 
with becoming pomp— the tall man” firing a royal 

salute, the escort drawn up as a guard of honor, and 
Malcolm pressing the letter to his forehead and his lips 
much did not remain to be done to complete the 
equipment of the Mission. A week afterwards they 
oommenced their march for the Persian capital. 

man. ^ sto ifSe Tl3^ dom^'^ 

self with these preparsitimis^mt^l to berewaiTled 

gence of the yicforv^nf Tnlow ^ baronet lor the eminent gailautry 

"received at Bnfe. On maw aisplaved on the 

counts it was extrmplw c»v.n+;i’ field of Talavera. How for- 

him. “ I have jnst real” h/^fntA father has been m having 

m the journal kept for his 'wife « that WpiT ^stinguishing 

myiiobnfriend/sirSrm^* hmself. How different is my lot.” 


KECEPTIQN AT SHIEAZ. 7 . 

Travelling often more than twenty miles in the day,- 
tbeji approached ^hiraz on the 27th of April. The 
Chief Minister of the province went out to greet the 
English Envoy, and to conduct him to the presence of 
the Prince-Eegent. Malcolm entered the city in great 
•state. The cavalcade was an imposing on§. Lindsay, 
with his galloper-guns, and the escort of Eiu’opean 
dragoons, excited the boundless admiration of the Per-; 
sians, and contrasted not unfavorably with the more • 
Oriental components of the show. All the principal civil* 
and military officers of the Govermnent, with a large 
body of troops and an immense concourse of people, . 
met the British Mission as it advanced. About a mile 
from the city, Malcolm’s camp had been pitched on an 
eminence near the gardens of the vice-regal palace. There 
he and Ms suite dismounted, embraced the Persian officers, 
led them to a tent, and regaled them after the usual 
fasMon with pipes and coffee. All seemed rejoiced to 
see him, and many welcomed him as an old friend. 

On the following day thb Prince-Regent received him • 
with graceful courtesy and Idndnesa When teff y^ars 
before they had met at §hh'az, the Prince wms a* mere 
boy, and therefore only an instrument in the hands of the • 
chief officers of his Gotirt. He had now grown into a \ , 

man of a lovely person and engaging manners, polished, 
and yet frank ; and altogether of a bearing and de^- «. 
meanour such as inspire confidence and affection. He 
deplored what he called the necessities ^ state, which 
had compelled him two years before to discourage Mal- 
colm’s advance into the Persian territory ; declared that 
both he and his father had been pained by the sudden • 
retirement of their old friend, and were now as much 
rejoiced at his presence as they were before grieved at 
his departure. And these good words he supported by 
continual acts of courtesy an^ kindness. The.Mssion 
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• was received -Witt all honor. The Prince and his Jli- 
nister* invited Malcolin and his associates to*' imj^sin» 
reviews by^day and sumptuous entertainments by night* 
and for some little time there was nothing but gaiety said 
merriment and common joy. 

But a shadow, and a dark one, soon passed over Mah 
colm s happiness. On the 6 th of May he received iu- 
.telligence that two of the officers of his suite had been 
^barbarously murdered on the Turkish frontier. Soon 

• after the arrival of the Mission at Bushire, Malcolm had 
despatched two officers in advance to Baghdad and two 

■ to Bussorah, with instructions to join him on the road to 
Teheran. To the former place, Captain Grant and Lieu- 
tenant Fotheringham had been sent; to the latter, Cap- 
tain Macdonald and Lieutenant Monteith. They went 
in search of information relative to the countries throuf^h 
which ^ they travelled. Our want of geographical hi- 
formation relative to the frontier-lands of Persia and 
Turkey had been seriously felt in all our considerations 
of the^means of defence agaifist the advance of an Euro- 
pean enemy; and Malcolm determined, that if he accom- 
plished nothing else, he would ^dd something to our avail- 
able stores of knowledge. He was accompanied by men 
ea^er to venture upon untrodden fields of enterprise and 
inquiry; and he boasted that he was turning his young 
friends into expert travellers. When, therefore, inteUh 
gepce reached him that Captain Grant and Lieutenant 
Eothermgha^had been murdered on their way from 
Joaghdad, the grievous 'tidings smote him to the heart. 

Prom the account which Malcolm received, it appeared 
that the ill-fated gentlemen, on leaving Baghdad about 

^ ^ ^ pretest for ad- 

iTi ? Sadjee Tanemg certain peciimary claiiBs of Ms 

hT^ 00% receiTed by 

.forwards Sir George Barlow, f e was Btle 
on a friendly missiwi better than a sordid adventurer. 


MUEDER OF CAPTAIN GKAOT. 9 

the end of Marcli, determined to proceed by a different - 
rout# from that -whipli Malcolm had indicated. In vain 
did Mr. Rich* represent that the road lay through a 
defile infested by a robber-gang, under the command of 
a notorious chief. Captain Grant laughed to scorn all 
Idea of danger ; he sought nc^ advice, and he^would take 
none. He had accompanied Malcolm ten years before 
on his first mission to Persia, and had penetrated into, 
unexplored parts of the country. This had given him 
confidence in himself; and he said that one who had* 
travelled through Mekran had nothing to fear in '^e 
countries which he was then about to explore. He had 
taken with him, too, contrary to the system which Mal- 
colm took so much pains to enforce upon his assistants, 
a large amount of baggage, including “ a showy tent,” 
and a numerous retinue of people. Against this also 
Mr. Rich remonstrated m vain. Grant and his party 
started ; and so little pains did he take to secure the 
safety of himself and his fop.owers, that he left the Resi- 
dent in a state of uncertainly respecting the route whjph 
he intended to take.f The consecpiences of this aim- 
prudence might be foreseep. On reaching the defite, he 
was met by the robber-chief and a party of horsemen. 
They professed friendly intentions, and persuaded Grajit 
and his friends to alight and refresh themselves. Then 
they fell upon the travellers. Grant was shot dead as 
he attempted to regain his horse. The rest jvere seii^ed 
and carried about prisoners for four days^it the end of 
which Kelb Ali, the robber-chief, separated the Christians 
from the Mussulmans, and suffered the latter to depart. 
Then the Christians were brought forth to the sacrifice. 

^ Mr. Eicli (a soB-m-law of Sir f Mr. Eicli bad procured from tbe 
J ames Maoldiitosb)^ a joung gentle- Pacba all the necessary orders to secure 
man of extraordinary attainments^ was Captain Grant a safe passage by a dif- 
then Kesident at Baghdad, ffrent route. 
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Mr. Fotheringliain and tliree Armenian servants were 
placed in a row, .and asked wkethep they would become 
Mussulmafis or die ? They preferred death to apostacy ; 
and one after another they were shot dead upon the gs^ot 
How deeply Malcolm felt this misadventure may be 
gathered ftom the followup entries in his private journal. 
He asked himself again and again if it had been caused 
- by any unprudence of his own. His understanding told 
him that it had not; but his heart reproached him all 
" the same. In the fulness of his sorrow he even lamented 
the faculty, which he so eminently possessed, of inspiring 
others with enterprise and zeal : * 


w this moment (he wrote) been shocked be- 
yond expression. Poor Grant and Fotheringham are, I fear, mur- 
dered on the frontiers of Turkey by a body of tHoves. I cannot 
enter into any account of this horrid event— my feelings are too 
acute. Though I have only obeyed my orders, I am quite mise- 
rab e ; and however conscious of only having done my duty, and 
that I couldneither foresee nor guard against what has happened, 
I cannot but tliink at times tbSt I am to blame in bavino- de- 
Sf ’ and ye^, God knows I had every ground to believe 
that diere was hardly any risk in their journey, and I hoped .nuch 
valuabk information would he omained. Grant is a real pubKc 

nifrl'-p U “an of zeal, courage, enterprise, and knowledge; 
^1 Fotheringnain gave promise of being a most Excellent officer 
Ihere conkl not be a finer or better young man in tbe world 

friend?^ “J PO“' 

Sht' 1 ^ ® * of Macdonald and Mon- 

Tns bt the «W3-ccounted much more dancrer- 

21 afficted f ’ r T" I am Tow 

Huss^fKht I despatch Frederick and Mahomed 

sivrrt Mr m “formation on the way, and 

give It to Mr. Rich, to whom I shall give them letter^ The 

muMer was perpetrated wit^, ,hree orLr st^s oltghd^t 


MALGOm’s SOBEOW I'OB • 

and of course in tlie Persian territories. The King of Persia pre- 
tendg tlie%iost violent rage, and. has sent to demand the mur- 
dererSj threatening to attack Baghdad if they are mot given up. 

B[g will use this occurrence, as he has some of a similar nature, to 
extort money from the Pacha. I am mdifferent to their efforts. 
They cannot restore my friends, 

3Iay %, — On referring to my instructions to Captain Grant, 

I find that I not only instructed him to delay, but to abandon his 
journey, if attended with any serious risk. But it is evident that 
he thought there was none, and his confidence has been his de- 
struction ; for there is sufficient evidence in the account I haveP 
received to prove that his plans were betrayed by some native 
whom he incautiously trusted; and the baggage which he carried 
must have been considerablej and was no doubt the object of 
plunder. Frederick and Mahomed Hussan Khan go off to-morrow 
for Kermanshah, to learn all the particulars they can of this horrid 
transaction. It is honorable to the gentlemen of my family to 
state that, since the occurrence of this event, all those who could 
be so employed have shown the most anxious desire to proceed 
direct to Kermanshah, or in any other direction. While I cannot 
but admire the spirit which animates them, I almost shudder at 
the thought of inspiring men wAIi a zeal and attachment that leads 
them to the cheerful encounter of any danger. In sho#^ I am 
not, I fear, composed of those materials which are necessary ®for a 
public character. Warm feelings should, I suspect, form no part 
of the compound.’’ 

Beside a real heart-trouble like thiSj all other vexa- 
tions were insignificant, else the Envoy might have 
been annoyed % the old difficulty of the present- 
giving, which now intruded itself upon Iffifi a even more 
distressingly than during the time of his first mission. 
Sir Harford Jones had done much to increase the fever 
of cupidity which Malcolm himself had excited ten years 
before by the prodigality of his gifts. There was this 
difference between the two: Malcolm had distributed 
costly presents, but they were commodities which he 
had taken with him from In^a, and were, for the most 
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part, specimens of the arts and manufactures of the coun- 
tries under British rule. They were,symbols, as it were, 
of the greathess of our nation, and did more than gratify 
the avarice of the recipient. But Sir Harford Jones feid 
openly given money. On one occasion he had served up a 
bill for 50,000 piastres on a tray. No wonder, therefore^ 
that Malcolm found the courtiers of Persia hungering and 
. howlipg after British gold.* “ These people,” wrote Mal- 
^ colm, “are like ferocious animals, who have once tasted 
blood. Nothing else will satisfy them. They cry out for 
mpney as shamelessly as if it were their natural food. I 
have been obliged to come to very high words, and no 
doubt have excited much disgust. I mean to give a present 
of varieties of nearly half the amount Sir Harford Jones 
did; and I have written to the Minister, that unless I am 
assured it will be weE and graciously received, I will not 
send his Eoyal Highness the value of a single farthing.” 
The hint was taken, and the present graciously accepted. 

But if Malcolm was less free in giving than Sir Har- 
ford Jones, he was also less free in receiving. Whilst at 
Shiraz, it was secr&tly intimated to him by the Minister 
that a valuable present of jewels, suited to a lady of rank, 
would be given to Mrs. Malcolm. The Ambassador 
started, and was about to make an indigi^^nt answer j 
but checking himself, he merely said it was not his custom 
to receive such presents either for himself or his wife. 

yell youF ^master,” he added, to the astonished mes- 
senger, “thaJswhen I was at Mysore, the Minister there 


In an official letter to Mr. Edmon- 
stone, Malcolm.'wrote : “His Lordship 
(Mmto) -ffiU judge of the extent to 
wluoh then: avarice has been excited, 
wnen I state that, independently of ar- 
^onnt of cash giyen by 
es to the Prince and 
-his petty Conrt was 
of piastres* I am ii<^t 


yet informed of the amount of simila- 
disbursements at Teheran; but I ai 
ready know that a considerable sun 
was given to the King, that a ver^ 
large sum was promised to the Ameen 
oo-dowlah, and that Meerza Sheffee ha^ 
had a pension of three thousand piastres 
a month settled upon him/* 
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would gladly liave heaped costly presents upon us ; but 
instead of this, on my persuasion, he made a fine new 
road, that was mucli wanted, and dedicated it to Mrs. 
Malcolm. Such are the presents I like.” No man ever 
had larger opportunities of enriching himself in this way ; 
but he went through life with hands clean as,a babe’s. 

On the 16th of May, Malcolm and his suite departed 
from Shiraz with all honor, and commenced their march, 
towards the Persian capital, well pleased with the enter- 
tainment they had received. The journey onwards is * 
remembered with the liveliest feelings of pleasure by the 
few survivors of the party. Not far from Shiraz, they 
were joined by the Bang’s story-teller, who amused them 
with the recital of Oriental romances not inferior in in- 
terest to those of the Arabian Nights. Many of these 
stories found their way into Malcolm’s journal, and were 
treasured up tenaciously by a memory that never failed.* 
Some he had heard before during his first sojourn m 
Persia, and had narrated during the intervening ten 
years at various times and places, and imder circum- 
stances of infinite variety. Great soldiers, little chfldBen, 
and gentle maidens, had been equally delighted by fhem. 
They had made Arthur Wellesley laugh in the Mahratta 
camp; they had made Johnny Wainwright happy duri^ 
the tedium of a voyage down the Bay of Bengal ; and 
they had won a smile firom the lips of Charlotte Camp- 
bell, as he sat behind her on an elephant, in^the course 
of that memorable journey to Mysore out ^ which had 
arisen the great happiness of his life. 

On the 5th of June the Mission quitted Ispahan, and 
marched onwards by stages of twenty-five or thirty miles 
a day.f Everywhere, as they advanced, they were re- 

^ ^ Some of them will be found in f Sometimes they made as much as 
his ^P(?mi35/the most popular forty miles a day, or rather night, 
of all Malcolm’s works. We marched last night,” wrote Mai- 








rally preierred, as being more sure- 
footed/’ They generally commenced 
their march at eight o’clock at night. 


eeived with, honor, and sumptuously entertained by the 
chief people of the country. As they approjfclied the 
capital, Malcolm began anxiously to consider the embar- 
rassments which lay before Mm. Sir Harford Jones, 
Grown Ambassador, was there. What was to be done 
to prevent a,n unseemly collision between the two autho-' 
rities ? Jones was chafing under the treatment he had 
.received .from the Indian Government, which had written 
him slinging letters, dishonored Ms bills, and endea- 
* voured by every means to cast discredit upon Ms pro- 
ceedings. His time seemed now to have come. He was 
the representative of the King of Great Britain at the 
Court of the Persian monarch ; and Malcolm was only 
the representative of a Yiceroy— of a servant, in fact, 
of the Crown. It was not to be doubted that from 
this eminence of official position he had the means of 
grievously annoying and embarrassing the representative 
of the Governor-General; and there was too much reason 
to predicate, from the general character and particular 
temper at that time of Sir H&ford Jones, that he would 
employ these means to the utmost possible extent, and 
endeavour to humiliate Malcolm and his Mission. iSlor 
was such retaliation only to he considered as a proof of 
the weakness of human nature. It was, doiibtless, the duty 
o/the Ambassador from the Court of St. James to up- 
hold the dignity of that Court, and to assert, on every 
occasion, the supremacy of Ms ambassadorial character. 
The Indian jQpvernment had certainly exerted itself to 
blacken the face of Sir Harford Jones in the eyes of the 
Persian Court; aud Jones may now have thought it 
incumbent upon Mm to prove that he was vested with 


colm ou tke lOtli of June, “ at eiglit 
o’clock, and reached onr ground this 
mornmg about' seYen. — the distance 
being full forty miles. Trode a mule 
almost the ‘whole night, and think its 


paces are rather pleasanter than a 
horse’s, and at night the mule is gene*- 
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authority Mglier than any that conld be conferred by the 
Goverjicr-greneral of India. There were two Tvays of 
doing this, and Malcolm had good reason to think that 
the Qrown Ambassador would choose the more imseemly 
and vexatious of the two. 

.It is probable that after the lapse of years,- when the 
■ heats and animosities of the actual contest had subsided, 
Malcolm, who was a man of a generous temper and for- 
giving nature, admitted that there were allowances to be 
made for Sir Harford Jones on the score of the position 
he held. But the strife was, at this time, very keen^ 
and not only did Malcolm and his suite, but Lord Minto 
and the members of his Government, attribute all the 
embarrassments which beset them in the course of the 
contest to the littleness of Jones’s personal character. 
But whatever may have been his private sentiments, 
Malcolm now felt that the time had come for then- practical 
suppression. He was not a man to suffer any personal 
nxitation to interfere with the paramoimt claims of the 
public service. He knew thS,t any open collision would 
have the effect of lowering both th^ King’s and* the 
Company’s Government in the eyes of the Persians, and 
he determined, therefore, if possible, to meet Sir Harford 
Jones with a semblance at least of harmony. To thi^ 
end he despatched one of the gentlemen of his Mission* 
in advance, to communicate personally with Sir Harford 
, Jones respecting the forms to be observed on Jhe meet; 
ing of the two Envoys at the Persian Gourt;^n«.d desired 
him to tell the Crown Ambassador that General Malcolm 
“ hoped he would see the propriety of their meeting as 
countrymen, and saving at least outward appearances.” 
“ The bad impressions,” he addbd, “ which must be pro- 
duced by public officers of the same nation acting to- 

Br. Jukes. He liad been for some time at Telieran, and bad Joined MaJ- 
^ colm’s camp on tbe march. m 

'' 

, 

|y; : •; V ■ . ^ ■ 
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wards each other as enemies, are too obvious to be in- 
sisted upon. I bade Jukes, therefore, to inform him that 
I was so conscious of this being the line which every con- 
sideration of public duty dictated, that I had banished 
all private feehng from my mind. I did not think of 
what had. passed, and would pay Sir Harford Jones a 
visit on the day I reached Camp, provided I was assured 
.. of his meeting and returning this advance in a manner 
which both my public situation and private character 
gave me a right 40 expect. He might, I desired Jukes 
to say, apprehend no collision of political opinion, for I 
should not open my lips on the subject, nor assume with 
the Persian Court any duty beyond that of being the 
officer empowered by the Indian Grovernment to execute 
such parts of the preliminary treaty as related to the 
employment of its resources. That power I must exer- 
cise until I hear further from England or India ; but even 
in its exercise I should accommodate myself as much to 
Sir Harford Jones’s wishes and opinions as I possibly 
could.” ’■ 

•Jukes departed«charged with this message of concilia- 
tion* and a day or two afterwards, Malcolm, earnestly 
desiring that nothing might occur to cast a doubt upon 
the assurances of his messenger, wrote to him the fol- 
lowing letter, which might be shown to Sir Harford 
Jones or the gentlemen of his suite : 


My nBAB-iuKES,— I have learnt, since coming to my grotind, 
from a traveller, that Sir Harford Jones was to reach the royal 
camp to-day. I have instructed you how to act on the occurrence 
of this event. I need hardly repeat my sentiments upon this suh- 
3 ect, as you are folly acquainted with them. It is one upon which 
I have not a private feeling, for at such a moment I can think of 
nothing but the public interests, which must be injured by the 
spectacle of two pubhc officers of the same nation quarrelling in 
I am ready and desirous to pay Sir Harford Jones 
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every attention tliat is due to liim as Envoy from liis Britannic 
Majesty at tfte Court of Persia; but I must assuredly be recognised, 
till furtlier orders are received from England or India^ as a public 
officer whom the Indian Government has deputed to perform the 
stipulations of the preliminary treaty on all points that relate to 
the disposal of its resources; but even on this point I am ready 
to* attend to the suggestions and opinions of Sir Harford Jones as 
far as I can in consistency with the instructions of the authority 
under whicli I act; • 

It appears certain that orders from England written subsequent 
to the knowledge of my Mission must reach us within a month, 
and it is probable I shall have specific orders from India earli<^ 
than these orders. It would therefore seem, on every account, 
desirable that this short intermediate period should be allowed to 
pass without our adding to that embarrassment into which both 
Missions have from the occurrence of a number of untoward cir- 
cumstances been placed ; and on this ground I am willing to 
meet Sir Harford as a countryman, without entering at all into 
the discussion of any of those points of difference and controversy 
which it is the duty of our common superiors to decide. 

I can place implicit reliance on your agency in this delicate 
communication. You are completely acquainted with the motives 
by which I am governed, and will, l am assurgd, in every 
tion you make, care, these are not mistaken. 

Yours ever, 

John Malcolm. 

The royal camp was at this time at Sultaneah*. The 
King and the Crown-Prince were engrossed with thoughts 
of the war of resistance which they were cafrying or? 
against the Russian usurper ; and it was a IfiaStcr of no 
small moment to discover the extent of assistance which 
they might hope to derive from their connexion with 
the English. Sir Harford Jones had been requested to 
attend the royal camp, and there Jukes found him on 
Ms arrival. It was no easy thing to conciliate the Welsh 
baronet and bring him to a reasonable state of mind. 
To uphold the dignity of his position as Grown Amba#- 
VOL. ir. c 
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sador -was one tWng — ^to liumiliate the Govemor-Gene- 
ral’s Envoy was another. Jones could not rest satisfied 
with the former, without also accomplishing the latter. 
He advanced ridiculous pretensions and made impossible 
stipulations.* He would meet the new Envoy in a 
fi'iendly manner, but as a very small person towards 
whom he would condescend to extend his patronage, if 
Malcolm would consent wholly to sink his omi personal 
and official consequence. It was very certain that no 
such conditions as these could be accepted. The Persian 
Slinisters, who desired Malcolm’s approach, were now 
greatly perplexed and bewildered. Before taking any 
decided part in the contest, they required for the Persian 
Government some indemnity against the evils that might 
arise fi'om the sudden departure of Sir Harford Jones. 
If General Malcolm would undertake to accomplish in 
that event all that Jones by staying might accomplish, 
and represent the British Government at the Persian 
Court, Jones might depart as soon as he liked. 

^ But this clearl;^ was an impossibility. The state of affairs 

* The conditions proposed by Jone&^ 
are worth giving in a note. The Per- 
sian Ministers declared that they would 
-^have nothing to say to such proposals : 

1st, Jhat no one shall proceed on 
the part of his Persian Majesty to 
form General Malcolm’s Istakhal, hut 
that some person may he sent on the 
^art of the ^nisters. 

“ 2nd, Tbaljhe General shall sound 
no trumpets on his entrance into the 
King’s camp, nor carry any flags. 

“ 3rd. That he shall hoist no flag in 
the royal camp, or pitch any kmiiants 
or tujeers (outer tent-walls) round his 
tent. 

4ith, That he shall not at any time 
have an audience of the King without 
the Ambassador being present. 

“ 6th. That independent of the pre- 
sents General Malcolm has brought 
0 ?^ the part of the Govemor-General, 


everything else connected with the 
preliminary articles of the treaty shall 
be transferred to the Ambassador 
(Jones), in order, that be might make 
them over to the Persian Goveranient. 

“ 6th. That neither the Persian Mi- 
nisters themselves, nor any person 
upon their behalf, shall enter into any 
discussion on affairs conneoied with 
the British Government with any other 
person except the Ambassador, and 
that the King also shall allow of no 
other person’s interference in such dis- 
cussions but the Ambassador himself. 

7th. That none of General Mal- 
colm’s suite ^shall ever wait upon the 
Ministers without the Ambassador 
(Jones) being advised of it. 

Stli. That none of the GeneraFs 
suite shall be admitted to the King’spre- 
seuce without the consultation and ap- 
probation of the Ambassador (Jones).” 


*■ , *•; 
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was communicated to Malcolm, wlio despatched his se- 
cretary*, Lieutenant Staart, to the Persian camp, charged 
■ with instructions to represent Ms views, and set forth 
the Circumstances under which alone he could consent 
to advance.- “ Inform the hlinisters,” he wrote, “ that if 
any degradation to my Mission is contemplated, the 
sooner I have leave to return to India the better, for I 
will not remain one day in any place subject to whfet I * , 

considef an insult, merely because Sir Harford Jones 
chooses to be unreasonable. With regard to the subsidy 
and the points connected with the execution of the treaty* 
as far as relates to the Indian Government, I am and 
must remain till further orders the exelmive agents and 
no other will be recognised by the Indian Government, 
the right of which to appoint its own officer to perform 
all duties connected with the employment of its military 
means and pecuniary resources is established by the con- 
stitution of the Government of England, and cannot be 
altered but by an alteration ^if its laws. Desire them » 

not to mistake the moderation with whjph I have asted 
for any symptom of a change in my sentiments. I shall 
continue to act exactly as I have told them I shall, what- '* 
ever they or Sir Harford Jones may do j and though I 
may regret that my efforts to conciliate that officer to a* 
just sense of the benefits which -would arise from mutual 
good understanding have failed, his continuing to act 
• under the influence of private feelings and passions can-* 
not justify me in a deviation from my dutyT ”^11 short, 

I beg you wiU tell them that they wiU, unless they treat 
me in every instance as I ought to be treated, compel 
, me to insist upon my being permitted immediately to 
depart. I wish you to be guarded, but very plain and 
decided in the delivery of these sentiments, as under the 
extraordinary line of conduct Sir Harford Jones has 
• taken, my being admitted to Court is a secondary c.o»- 

: ' • ; ' , ^ 0 2 , , ■ " ■ 
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sideration to that of escaping those insults ^vhich that 
Envoy ajipears desirous of heaping upon the Tnduiu Go- 
vernment, as he seems to think that the King of Eng- 
land’s rank will he best supported, not by tbolnaiu 
tenor of his own precedence and dignity, but by the com- 
plete degradation of that imperial branch of liis power— 
the Government of India.” 

"Whilst such were the general instructions conveyed to 
Mr . Stuart, Malcolm laid down in precise terms tlie condi- 
tions upon which he would consent to enter the royal 
hamp;* and addressed a note to the Persian Ministers, in 
which he declared that the terms ivere “ in no degree what- 
ever derogatory to the dignity of the King of England, or 
to the rank and precedence of his Majesty’s representa- 
tive.” “ If Brigadier-General Malcolm had thought so,” 
continues the note, “he never could have proposed them, 
as it is his duty, like that of every British subject under 
all situations that he may be placed in, to promote and 
advance by every means igr his pow'er the dignity of his 
Sovereign.” At^ the same time, he addressed a letter 
to^Meerza Sheffee, the Chief Minister, wherein, after al- 


^ I give tliese in. a note, tliat tliey 
«:niay be contrasted with those proposed 
by Sir Harford Jones : 

1st. His Istakbal shall be similar 
to the one -which met him on his first 
mission. 

^ 2nd. Tiigt the General, on his en- 
trance into jjie^oyal camp and during 
his continuanc Ahere, shall be allowed 
to sound Ms trumpets, beat his drums, 
agreeably to the former customs and 
usages of ambassadors at the Persian 
Court. 

“ Srd. That the General’s creden- 
tials shall be read in his first interview 
with the King. • 

lith. That until new orders are 
received from England or India re- 
specting^ the recall or confirmation of 
cather Sir Harford Jones or himself, he 


shall be allowed to remain at the Per- 
sian Court, unless his own wishes 
should induce him to retire, 

“ 5th. That General Malcolm shall 
take the wliole or any part of his fa- 
mily until him when hclias liis audience 
until the King. 

^ 6th. General Malcolm agrees to 
weld the precedence to Sir "Harford 
Jones whenever it should so happen 
that they either visit the King or his 
Ministers together, inasmucli as Sir 
Harford J ones is the ambassador of his 
Britannic Majesty, and the General is 
disposed to pay him every respect and 
attention as such. General Malcolm 
has no objection to Sir Plarford Jones 
being present at his audiences with the 
King.” 
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luding to Ms paper of conditions aad the declaratory note, 
he said? “I* cannot, w,ithout disobedience of my orders 
and submitting to a degradation of my situation, depart 
fi-om’these terms; to which I hope this letter and the 
declaration by which it is accompanied, will lead you 
instantly to assent. If any reasons should prevent your 
doing so, I beg you will obtain his Majesty’s gracious 
permission for me to return to India ; and that you «vill 
express on such occurrence my gratitude for all his past « 
great favors, and my unchangeable attachment in all 
situations to his royal person.” Malcolm was not a marf 
to attempt to degrade the character of the British Crown 
in the eyes of a foreign Court, any more than to suffer the 
Government which he represented to be degraded. 

But if the Ministers were irresolute, the King himself 
was not. He desired to see Malcohn, and was deter- 
mined that he should be received with all honor. He 
spoke his mind freely to Sir Harford Jones ; and Jones, 
who seems to have had little ^spect for prerogative and 
little regard for comrtesy, was fully as^ plain-spoken as 
the Shah. It was idle, however, to contend against the 
decrees of the Sovereign. lie had a right to order, and 
he was determined to order the ceremonials of his own 
Court. So the royal command went forth for Malcolm’s* 
reception with the same honors as had been accorded to 
him ten years before; and the Ministers, who were hun- 

• gering after more presents, and hoped thatp’the tAVO* 
Ambassadors would strive to outbribe one aifotner, were 
glad to welcome Malcolm back again to the Persian 
Court. 

, Sir Harford was now fairly beaten. It was useless to 
continue the contest; so, as Malcolm neared the royal 
camp, on the 21st of June, Mr. Sheridan, Jones’s secre- 
tax}’-, met him with a letter of peace, written on the 
• preceding day. “ I prefer thus* privately,” wrote Jhis 
• :• • 
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Crown Ambassador, “to acknowledge tlie receipt of 
your public letter by Mr. Ellis, fij’stly, because i liope 
you will 'consider tins method, as I mean it to l)o, a 
manifestation of the cordiality with which I mean tcTact- 
and, next, because I am of opinion that those points in 
your letter which may require discussion will be betfer 
and more fully discussed by us when I have the plea- 
sure, of meeting you. I perfectly agree with you it is 
high time to put an end to the intrigues and tortuosities 
of the Ministers here. As we shall so soon have the 
pleasuie to meet, I reserve to that period everything 
more that I have to say.” And so the contest between 
the two Ambassadors was at an end, and Malcolm wrote 
in his journal, “We shall have no more public dis- 
cussions, but communicate fully and amicably; and I 
shall be as anxious to establish, by my great I’espect 
towards the person of his Envoy, my respect for my 
Sovereign, as I have been to establish the rights and pri- 
vileges of the Indian Government.” 

^ Qn the 21st of June, Malcolm and his suite entered the 
royal camp. The same high officer of the Court who, 
ten years before, had been deputed by the Eling to 
receive him, now met him again as he advanced. The 
‘royal message which greeted him was a flatteriim one. 
“ Tell him,” said the King, “ that all the trouble he hS 
had about ceremony this time is not the fault of Persians 

TI that throughout he may be satis- 

hed tharhs has always enjoyed my favor.” Onward 
now went the Mission from the Indian Government, 
receiving and bestowing courtesies. All past animosi- 
ties were buried. Before proceeding to his own tent, 
i^colm waited on Sir Harford Jones, who received him 
m a gracious and affable manner,” and in the course of 
the evenmg retamed the visit. Malcolm welcomed him 
^th a guard of honor, ‘hnd went out of his tent to greet 
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him. He was eager not only to show the Baronet every 
respec* as !he representative of the Crown, but to render 
him every assistance in his power, freely oflfeiing Mm 
nionisy and supplies, and desiring him, whenever it was 
needed, to use the escort as his own.* At subsequent 
interviews there was the same outward cordiality be- 
tween them, but Malcolm felt painfully that it was all a 
despicable sham. , 

On the 23 rd of June, Malcolm paid his first ceremonial 
visit to Futteh Ali Shah, in his summer camp on the 
high table-lands of Sultaneah. It had been arranged thai 
Sir Harford Jones should be present at this introductory 
visit, but at the appointed hour he was absent on a 
pleasure party.f The King, however, declared that he 
needed no one to introduce his old friend Malcolm; so 
the Mission from India made its way to the royal pre- 
sence, whilst the Crown Ambassador was amusing himself 

Tlie Ambassador’s establislimeat ford’s memory. Malcolm, m. the pri- 
was then at Tabreez. ^hte journal he kept at this 

f Sir Harford Jones, in his account time, says, under date June 23rd, ** Sir 
of Eis Majestfs Missmi .to Fersicif Harford yesterday told me hS 
published after Sir John Malcolm’s going-^ithme to theEing. ‘You sit, J 
death, tBus accounts for his own ab- ^hope. Sir Harford,’ said I. ‘I do not, in 
sence on this occasion. Shortly after general,’ said he ; ^but I shall of course, 
this,” he writes, “ General Malcolm as you haYe Tery properly insisted on 
arrived in the royal camp, and the it.’". . .... When I found tlm tim^ 
Shah intimated to me his wish that I of the visit changed, I went to Sir Har- 
should be present at the audience he ford’s tent. They told me h6 had gone 
designed to give him. I answered that out to breakfast, and to see a cele- 
I would most willingly comply with brated fountain four miles One 

Ms Majesty’s wishes, provided General of the survivors of Malcolm’s suite, 
Malcolm permitted me to present Mm a memorandum with wFich he has fur- 
to the Shall. This being objected to nished me, says: ‘‘B wlJfe desh'ed by 
on the part of the General, I const- the General that his party should be 
dered it my duty to interfere no fur- accompanied by Sir Harford Jones, 
ther in the matter ; and on the day on and be introduced by him. Objections 
which the audience took place, I made were at first made by the General’s 
a little p^ty of pleasure with some Bersian Mends, but Malcolm, ceded the 
Persian friends to visit and pass the point, and consented, on Ms first inter- 
day at some beautiful springs, issuing view, to be introduced by Joues. But 
from a rock at the foot of a mountain, his Majesty settled the point by de- 
a Httle distance from the camp.” I daring that Ms friend Malcolm needed 
think, however, that there is some rea- no introduction at all.” 
son to question the fidelity of Sir Har- • * 



at a distance. The ceremony of reception was an im- 
posing one. Attended by eleven gpntlemen oi hk suite, 
all in full'-dress uniform, Malcolm entered the hall of 
audience. “Welcome again, Malcolm,” cried the Kina 
with much cordiality, “ and welcome all you young gen- 
tlemen. Mashallah! you have brought a fine set 'of 
young men— all fine young men— to pay their respects 
to %e Shah. Sit down, Malcolm.” Now Malcolm, on 
his former mission, always had sate down. He had con- 
tended for and estabhshed the custom. But Sir Harford 
Jones had consented to stand in the royal presence. 
How then could the representative of the Governor- 
General accept a concession which had not been accorded 
to the delegate of the Crown ? Malcolm felt the embar- 
rassment of his position, and asked permission to stand. 
Again the Eng desired him to be seated. But still the 
Envoy hesitated to comply with the request. “ Why, 
Malcolm, said the Eng, half in jest and half in earnest, 
“ whatnew thing is this — what has come over you? You 
^ not to hesitate in conforming to the Eng’s com- 
nfand. On this Malcolm sate down. The embarrass- 
ment passed over, and Futteh Ali Shah and Malcolm 
soon in earnest discourse.* 

Malcolm had prepared a set speech; but when the 
came for its delivery, he made no great progress 
OTation. “ Come,” said the King, smiling, “ you 
an 0 Ij friend ; I do not put you on a footing with 
other mejsr «Compose yourself; I know what you would 
^y ■ and he commenced a speech of fulsome panegyric. 
Fhen, breaking into laughter, he said, “ Now your speech 
let me know about yourself. How have you 
these many years ?” « Except for the wish to re- 
your Majesty, I have been well and happy,” said 

denTed it, “ that I ever knew 'MflIHTi i 
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Malcolm. “ But what,” asked the King, “ made you go 
back* in Sudgeon l^st year, without seeing my son at 
Shiraz?” “How could he,” said Malcolm, •“ who had 
besn warmed by the sunshine of his Majesty’s favor, be 
satisfied with the mere reflexion of that refulgence 
through the person of liis Majesty’s son?” “Mashal- 
lah! Mashallah!” cried the King, “Malcolm is himself 
again!” , • 

Gracious beyond example was Futteh Ali. He was , 
really glad to see Malcolm. He told him that he always 
was and always must be his prime favorite beyond all 
Europeans. Then he spoke of the state of India— of 
Europe — -of his own country ; and then returned to talk 
of Malcolm himself. “I heard,” said he, “ that you were 
going to England ; but I have caught you, and you must 
not expect to escape for at least fom’ years. Your fame 
in India for settling countries has reached me ; and your 
labor is wanted here.” He then asked a multitude of 
questions concerning the organisation of the Indian army. 
Malcolm spoke not only of’ its discipline, but of its ad- 
mirable invalid and pension establishments. “ Discipline,” 
saidlhe King, “will always defeat valor; but discipline 
alone is nothing. It is the whole constitution of the 
military branch of government which makes superier 
armies.” To this Malcolm assented; and then *the King 
began to speak of Buonaparte, whom he styled the first 
of heroes, and said, “What does he wai^t?” “The 
world,” said Malcolm. “ Bight,” said tho Sing, “ you 
are right, Malcolm — ^but in truth, he is a great soldier.” 
Then he asked many questions about the state of Spain; 
and thence, turning again to personal matters, inquired 
about the officers of Malcolm’s suite, and asked particu- 
larly about the engineers. “ Mr. Jins (Sir H. Jones) is 
a good young man. I have a regard for him; and those 
with him have labored hard •hi my service — ^but you 
^ must do everything for me now*” Malcolm assured him. 
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that lie and Ms Majesty’s other servants would do all 
that la^ in their power; and the King was wcli pi. ased 
with the assurance. Altogether, the reception was a 
most gracious one, and Malcolm quitted rlic preseiicel 
chamber satisfied that he had not fiiilen in the estimation 
of Ms old friend. “ I was shocked to hear after I came 
out,’’ he wrote in Ms journal, “ that I had talked more 
■and iQuder than his Majesty ; but I could not have Mven 
offence, as I went away loaded with praises.” 

On the 1st of July, Malcolm, with all due ceremony 
and_ becoming state, exhibited Ms presents beibre the 
audience-tent of the Shah. Chief of these were the 
gims which he had brought with him from India, and 
which now, With all their equipments, were displayed 
before the delighted eyes of the Eiiig. It was hard to 
say whether the ordnance or the young artfflervman 
Lindsay, with hp bright rosy face and his gigantic pro- 
portions, gave Ms Majesty the greater pleasure. In the 
latter he saw a young Eoqstum, who was destined to 
insignificant part in the war then waging with 
e*Muscovite.^ Tne two galloper-guns which^Malcolm 
had brought vnth Ms escort were now exercised, as well 

drtglit of the Persian monarch. Bnt Malcolm said that 
0 ™ fte plains of 

Oujem, whither Ms Majesty was about to remove Ms 
ca.»rip, and t^at, as one of his officers, he would he glad to 

King you shaU take charge of my guns at Oujein They 

Oujem, I wiU mount my horse, and see both the otms 

added, 

yielf’with i 7’ 7°^ may go and amuse 

’» leaking the heads of my enemies the 
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On tbe following day, Futteli Ali broke up tbe royal 
encaJbpment at Sultaneab, and marched to the great 
plain in the vicinity of Tabreez. Thither Malcolm and 
his** suite presently followed, by the express desire of 
his Majesty, by wdiom the words spoken about his 
Russian enemies had not been uttered in jest. A 
few males from the ground at Oujein he was met by Sir 
Harford Jones, who placed in his hands some public* 
despatches received from England, by the contents of . 
which it appeared that the Home government had de- 
termined still to regulate our diplomatic relations wh;h 
Persia, and had, in prosecution of this intention to re- 
pudiate the power and authority of the Governor-General 
in that direction, appointed Sir Gore Ouseley Ambas- 
sador to the Court of Teheran. These letters were 
written after the receipt of Lord Minto’s reference to the 
Foreign OtSce, on the subject of the future control of 
our Persian diplomacy, so Malcolm saw at once that it 
had become his duty to Ijring his mission to a close. 

His occupation was gone. He could no longer i^main 
at t^e Persian Court in a recognised official position. * So 
he determined to withdraw from the scene with the least 
possible delay. 

But the King and Abbas Meerza, the heir-appareat, * 
desired Malcolm to remain in Persia, to aid* with his 
advice, if not with his personal assistance, the operations 
of the coming campaign against their Kussian enemiss. 

Sir Harford Jones pressed this matter waital)*upon him, 
and the two Envoys went together on the following day 
into the royal camp, and had a long conference on the 
subject with the Persian Ministers. Malcolm’s opinions 
regarding the best means of prosecuting the campaign 
were eagerly sought. His advice was eminently judi- 
cious. “ I strongly recommended them,” he wrote to 
Lord Minto, “ not to attack the Eussians in line,^o« in 
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their strong posts; but to keep their newly-raised in- 
fantry and ^ill-equipped artillery iiv reserve, and limit 
their emplo}mient to the defence of forts and difficult 
passes, whilst they pushed forward every horseman 'ihe 
country could fernish to distress and harass the enemy, 
whose numbers I understood to be about ten thousand^'' 
of which a very small portion were cavalry.” 

Neyt day, Malcolm waited on A.bbas Meerza,* who 
.was Ml of martial enthusiasm, eager above all things to 
introduce an improved state of discipline into Ms anny, 
and impatient of the slow, steady process of organisation 
and instruction, by which alone, Malcolm told him, such 
ail end could be possibly attained. The advanced posi- 
tion at this time of the Eussians, who had seized upon 
Mackeixy, a strong fort on the north bank of the Arras 
rivei, little more than fifty miles firoin Tabreez, had 
greatly disturbed him, and he was eager by any means 
to dislodge the invaders; but Malcolm counselled him 
not to push forward his infantry, or to hazard an engage- 
ment which would^probably end in disaster and disgrace. 
Great expectations of personal aid from Malcolm and his 
followers had been entertained by the Prince, who was 
surprised and disappointed to learn that the English 
Envoy had only thirty efficient troopers, and details of 
artillery sufficient to work a single gun. But Malcolm told 
hm that he would visit his camp at Tabreez, and offer 
him the best advice in Ms power, besides placing at 
Ms dxsposai’sGine English officers and some expert mti- 
ficers, through ^ whose agency both the personml and 
vnatenel of Ms force might be greatly improved. He 
promised the Prince, also, that two of these officers— 

of first interview with 

and his fighting son and had been dl rio“’yoi ^ 

dared heir to the throne, MalcoUn 
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Macdonald and Monteitli— should reconnoitre Mackerry, 
and tring back exa^t intelligence of tlie strengtli of the 
Russian position, in order that a just opini&n might be 
foiTned of the expediency or inexpediency of attacking it. 

It had now become necessary that Malcolm should 
determine positively upon his line of conduct. He saw 
that both the Edng and Abbas Meerza were bent upon 
detaining him in Persia. So he thought the matt^^ over* 
with himself, and he talked it over with Sir Harford. 
Jones, and he came to the following conclusions, which 
I give, as he reported them to Lord Minto : • 

‘‘ First, that I should insist upon the iCing granting me my 
audience of leave immediately, which it appeared, from what he 
had stated to Sir Harford, he was not disposed to do. Secondly, 
that after I had my audience of leave, I should consider myself 
as divested of any public character in this country. Thirdly, 
that in the actual state of the Persian army, there was no hope 
that any good could arise from protracting my stay which could 
balance the evils which might aiise from exciting hopes that must 
be disappointed, from hazarding* our military reputation by taking 
a share in operations which we could not expect either to aid or 
to ditect, and that my departure was the more advisable, as it was 
evident that I could not remain a day in Persia without being 
asked for opinions and advice on subjects which involved political 
considerations, and such, in the situation in which I was placed^ I 
could not give without some risk of differing from his Majesty’s 
Envoy, and consequently of reviving a collision which had been 
so happily terminated.” • 

Two days afterwards Malcolm was summoned to the 
presence of the King. Futteh Ali was seated in a, small 
tent, to which no one was admitted but the Prime Mi- 
nister and the English Envoy. In conformity with the 
custom introduced by Sir Harford Jones, Malcolm stood 
in the audience-chamber, but the King resolutely de- 
clared that his old friend should never stand in his j)re- 
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sence, and a further order obtained compliance. Futteh 
Ali then commenced the conference by sajing - lio-\y 
greatly be 'bad been disappointed by the out-tiirn of 
events at borne, and tbe consequent determination of 
Malcolm to return to India ; and tben begged that be 
would stay and accompany Abbas Meerza and his army 
into Georgia. “You will then,” he added, “return and 
- receive your leave as you ought, and be conducted 
through my country with tbe attention and distinction 
due to so favorite a servant.” To this Malcolm could 
oiily reply that, whatever his incbnations might be, bis 
duty, after the decision of the Crovm Government, which 
had deprived him of all authority in Persia, compelled 
him to withdraw from all further interference in liis 
Majesty’s affairs. “I am constrained,” he said, “ to obey 
orders. That discipline which your Majesty is intro- 
ducing into your army with us pervades all ranks. When 
tbe word March is given, we move forward, and at tbe 
word Salt we stand fast.” ,,At this illustration tbe King 
laughed, and several times repeated in English the words 
Salt Mwrch ! — “ Salt — March !" as though greatly 
pleased with the idea. « Wiould to God,” he° said, “ I 
could bring my Wuzeers and great public servants ’into 
such order. I know what are tbe rules of your ser- 
vice,” continued the King; “I know, however greatly 
I may regret it, that an officer is bound, in all cases, to 
obey the GQverninent under which he serves ; but you 
will, Khope, 'Continued the King, “ stay as many clays 
as you can at Tabreez. And at all events" (he added 
turning to the Prime Minister), « as General Malcolm must 
go, take good care that every arrangement for his depar- 
ture is made in a manner which will give him satisfac- 
tion. _ He always has been, and always shall be mv first 
ayorite among Europeans, and he shall receive his leave 
with every honor it is possible to confer upon him. 
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Everything mnst be done that can give him gratifica- 
tion.’i With the stands of this gracious speech still 
ringing in his ears, Malcolm quitted the presSnce of the 

Nor -were these protestations of royal kindness mere 
anpty -words. The King was determined to heap honors 
on Malcolm. So next day he sent the Minister to tell 
him that his Majesty desired to bestow upon him, some • 
public and enduring mark of royal favor, and to this 
end he proposed to make his friend a Khan, and to 
bestow upon him a star of honor. It was proposed that 
a decoration, similar to that which had been granted 
to General Gardanne should be bestowed upon Mal- 
colm. The Frenchman had been made a Knight of the 
Sun ; but the Englishman now declared that it would 
be unloyal and unbecoming on his part to accept a title 
which had been instituted for the benefit of an enemy. 
This decision created some disappointment, and led to 
considerable controversy. The Khig proposed filso to 
make Malcolm a Sepahdar* or General in the Persian 
service. This honor was cheerfully accepted, and !he 
General said that the King might send him a horse and 
sword to support his new dignity. But Futteh Ali said 
that he gave swords to people of all kinds, and that he 
desired to mark his especial sense of his affebtion for 
Malcolm. It was suggested, therefore, that a new order 
should be instituted, and a new star fabricpited fur the 
purpose, by the court jeweller. There wat tchi>e Ji,Lion 
couchant, and a Sun rising on his back j and tlio order 

He could not, however, imme- The King observed it, and smiling, de- 
diately depart. Malcolm thus de- sired me to stand where I was till my 
scribes in his journal how the inter- leg was quite recovered, which required 
view had a ludicrous termination : a minute or two, that were passed in 
“ When I rose, I found one of my legs joking upon our want of practice in the 
quite benumbed from the constrained eastern fashion of sitting.^’ 

^ posture in which I had been sitting. • 


I 
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was to be the order of the Lion and the Sun. The 
distinction was pressed so earnestly upon MaTcoln', that 
he could Iio longer refuse it. And many brave men 
since that day have therefore written K.L.S. after their 
names. 

The determination which Malcolm had formed to lea\% 
Persia, disappointed Abbas Meerza even more than it 
' disappointed the King. Eager above all things -was the 
Prince to retain the General in his camp, that he might 
assist him in the- work of disciplining his troops, which 
then lay so very near to his heart. The picture in Mal- 
colm’s journal of the heir-apparent, with his military 
zeal and his soldierly instincts, combined with a sort of 
boyish simplicity and impulsiveness of character, is far 
from an unattractive one. The army was then to him a 
new plaything; but his after life showed that he had 
something of the real hero about him, and did not shrinV 
from the stern realities of war ; 


r 

“ I^went out yesterday evening,” wrote Malcolm on the 14 th of 
July, “to attend the'Prince Ahhas Meerza, who intimated a wish 
to see my escort. I found him riding aZo?2e in front of a line of 
five thousand new-raised Persian infantry. He received me with 
great affability, and Avas deKghted with the party of dragoons and 
gallopers,^ who exercised and manoeuvred as well as the had 
ground we had could admit. He examined the clothin<^ and 
accoutrements of the Europeans in the most minute manner, and 
a?.peared dehghted with their eqxiipment. After my review was 
over.ihe fence put his own line of infantry through their firinc^ 
and some manoeuvring. They had only been raised four monthZ 
knew a little of everything, but were evidently gi-ounded in 
nothing. Abbas Meerza did everything himself, and went every- 
where unattended. He was dressed like a soldier, in a plain 
scarlet coat made in the Persian style, and buttoned tight. After 
the review was over the curricle I had brought for the Kino- 

in(;o It. I did the same, and- took the reins, and drove off at fufi 
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trot. His astonisliment and deliglit were equal. Some of Hs 
attend^ts Mowed. ‘You will be tired,’ said he, ‘ for I am going 
to Teheran with Malcolii?.’ After a short drive I turned round 
and drove to the front of the troops, where he remounted, and 
exercTsed them till dark ; he then inarched home. I could not but 
remark that, at a narrow place on the road, he stopped half an 
hdur to let every file pass, rather than break the line — an excel- 
lent sign of the ideas he has had instilled into him. All the 
object of his conversation during three hours I was with hiiji was • 
to persuade me to remain. He urged everything it was possible; 
but I was obliged to give him most cautious answers. Nothing 
can be more embarrassing than my situation; but if I remain after 
my functions have ceased, I become, of oouise, subject to the 
orders of Sir Harford, who can, by word or letter, direct me to 
quit whenever he chooses; and I certainly have not yet confidence 
sufiScient in his character to place myself in such a situation.” 

So earnest was the desire of the young Prince that 
Malcolm should accompany him on his approaching 
campaign, that a conditional assent to the request was 
at last reluctantly yielded., Malcolm said that he •51 

would accompany Abbas Meerza to the field, if^ Sir 
Harford Jones, then the chief British ’authority in the 
country, would request him in writing to do so. But 
Sir Harford shrunk from the responsibility ; so the mea- 
sure was subsequently abandoned. It was arranged^ • 
however, that two officers of Malcolm’s suite, Captain 
Christie and Lieutenant Lindsay, ardent and adven- 
, tiirous spirits, who longed for a stirring life ^aridst the* 
strange scenes which surrounded them, sh®ul(i rcaaiain 
with the Persian army. ' 

The time for Malcolm’s departure now drew near. 

The 15th of July was fixed for his audience of leave. 

The King sent him a horse and a sword, and he was met 
at the entrance of the audience-tent with a firman, or 
royal mandate appointing him a Khan and Sepahdar 
, (a nobleman and general) of the Persian Empire. With 
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tliese new titles he was introduced to the King, who 
welcomed him with becoming cordiality. ' TIk gen- 
tlemen of the ilission were also introduced in their 
dresses of honor; and then the King, desiring Mateolm 
to approach the throne, invested him with a diamond 
star, in the centre of which were the Lion and the Sun, 
the insignia of the new order of knighthood. “ Yon are 
* nowr.” said his Majesty, whilst Malcolm still stood by the 
throne, “ confirmed in my service, in which I know yon 
have been faithful for tea years. I can do no higher 
honor to any one than at this moment I have done to 
you. You will wear this star on your breast as a proof 
to all the world of the royal favor of the King of Persia.” 
Malcolm bowed, poured out his thanks, and soon after- 
wards withdrew amidst renewed expressions of royal 
kindness. As he made his last salaam to the King, at 
the appointed distance from the throne, Futteh Ali cried 
out again, with irrepressible sincerity, “Farewell, Mal- 
colm, my friend 1” — a littl^ thing as we read it here, but 
in the stately, ceremonial 'Court of Persia, where every 
•v^ord and gestufe is prescribed, where nothing is to be 
said but at the appointed time, and even a king'enjoys 
no freedom of speech, a matter of no slight significance. 

« Malcolm had now been received and dismissed with 
every possible mark of honor. So far, indeed, the object 
of his mission had been accomplished. “I cannot but 
'Conceive/’, he wrote to Lord Minto, “ that the conduct of 
theJCing towards me upon this occasion must have, in 
its general impression, the best effects towards the Ml 
accomplishment of those objects which your Lordship 
had in view when you deputed me to this Court, as it 
marked in a manner not to be mistaken his great respect 
and consideration for the Government I represented.” 
It may be surmised, however, that it was but a reflected 
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honor that fell npon the Government of India. The 
King "sYas |5ersonally attached to Malcolm, and he honored 
the olScer because he loved the man. 

Oil the morning of the 23rd of July, Malcolm quitted 
“the once celebrated city of Tauris, now the ruined 
Tabreez and turned his face towards home with an 
emotion of gratitude and joy. “ What a happy man I 
am to-day,” he wrote in his journal. “ It is impossible * 
to look back without congratulating myself on my good 
fortune at every stage of my late vexatious and unpro- 
mising mission. I have now turned my back, and! 
hope for ever, on deceit, falsehood, and intrigue; and I 
am bending my willing steps and still more willing heart 
towards rectitude, truth, and sincerity. I leave all I 
hate, and am proceeding towards all I love. May God 
make my jommey prosperous.” He was to march by 
the route of Sennah to Baghdad and Bussorah ; and 
thence to Bushire and Bombay. 

The early part of the homeward journey presented • ^ 

few noticeable incidents. A week after they quitted 
Tabreez they were joined by some cJd Mends. One 
morning there appeared among them a stranger rudely 
dressed, apparently in the costume of a Beloochee, with 
a handsome countenance and an imposing presence* * 
who sought admittance to the tent of the Envoy.*, 

I have written this story from the Christie and Pottiiigci; have gon% 
memoranda of one of the surviving through most arduous tkities, and have 
members of Malcolm’s suite. The fol- suffered great fatigue a’l^ li^^dship. 
lowing is his own journal entry: Their labors w^iil bo of bcneilt to the 

31. —Stewart came across the public service, and, I trust, to them - 
country to join iis with Christie and selves. Men whovoluntariiyencoun- 
Pottiuger, Prederick andCormiek, and ter such dangers should be well re- 
-we sate down, fourteen, to breakfast, warded.” 

• All the party, except Stewart, were in Then lollows this account of the next 

. Persian clothes, and had beards as day’s diversions: ‘‘ August — We 
well as wdiiskers. I should hardly spent a very idle day, eating trout, 
have known any of them, unless I and talking over wonderful travels.” 
had been prepared for their arrival. Christie had some capital stories to tell. 


I) 2 ♦ 
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It proved to be Ensign Heniy Pottingei’, %y1io bad 
inneb to tell of v'bat be had seeii in Sindh iind^ Beloo- 
chistan; and in -whose courage, and cntei-prisc, and 
intelligence, as then manifested, iMalcolm cloarl_f sa-w 
the indications of those fine qualities wiiicli afterwards 
raised him to high estate. About the same time air- 
other stranger appeared in the Mission camp. He -was a 
fiei’oe-looking, rugged Afghan, with a magnificent beard 
and truculent aspect — a man seemingly capable of any 
amount of daring. It was great joy to Malcolm and his 
friends to find under this disguise the goodly person of 
Captain Christie,*' who had been Pottinger’s companion 
in his wanderings beyond the Indus. They had started 
before Malcolm from Bombay, and taking witli them 
letters of credit and recommendation from native bankers 
at that place, and assuming the costume of the countries 
through which they travelled, had made their way as 
native horse-dealers through Sindh and Beloochistaii to 
Herat, and thence into the Persian country. The jparty 
haci-been a gallant one before ; it was improved by these 
additions. Seldom or never' has such an assemblase of 
high-spirited, intelligent youths been gathered together 
under such a leader. It is no small proof of Malcolm’s 
discernment that there was not one of them who did not 
abundantly fulfil the promise of his early days. 

Lieutenants Stewart and Prederick and Dr. Cormick 
joined Mti^.colm at the same time; but a few days after- 

■ ^ ^ e* ' ■ ■ 

^ Christie and Pottinger had met that he would possibly like to join 
unexpectedly at Ispahan. Tlie latter their party; he accordingly came to 
gives ill his published travels the fol- the palace and sent up a man to sav lie 
lowing account of their meeting : wished to speak with one of us." I 
“ Captain Christie arriyed in the city went down, and as it was then quite 
about dusk, unknowing and unknown, dark, I could not recognise his fea- 
and went to the Govemor’s palace to tures; and he fancying me a Persian 
request a lodging, which was ordered, from my dress, we conversed for seve- 
when by accident one of the atten- ral minutes ere we discovered each 
tots observed that there, were two other. The moment we did so was 
r ^ringhees m the CMbul Setoon, and one of the happiest of my life.’’ 
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wards the party dispersed.* At Semiali, which he 
reachecl on the 21st cf August, he received letters from 
hom^ which greatly increased his happiness. f He con- 
tinued his journey, as he said, “ with a light heart,” hut 
with a diminished suite, J and reached Kermaushah by 
th*e 1st of September. There he commenced the pre- 
paration of a laborious despatch on Persian afiair3,§ the 
longest he had ever written, and probably, he saidj the 
last that he should ever write on the subject. 

When Malcolm quitted Tabreez, he hoped that he had 
turned his back for ever on “ falsehood, deceit, and in- 
trigue,” but he had yet one more exhibition of these 
qualities, combined with the never-absent national cupi- 
dity, to ruffle him before he shook the dust of Persia 
from his feet. He had not been unburdened of all his 



August 5.— Stewart, Erederick, 
and J ukes start this evening for Hania- 
daii. Macdonald, Christie, and Cor- 
niick, go to-niorrovf to Tabreez ; and 
the remainder of the partj go at the 
same time to Sennah .” — {llaUohh 
MS. Journal, "I 

f “At^gust 21, Semtah. — I went this 
morning to the Hnmmums, and after- 
wards to breakfast with the Wallee, 
who gave me a sumptuous entertain- 
ment in one of the finest rooms I have 
seen in Persia. I however sate with 
impatience, as a packet had just ar- 
rived with letters to the 15th of May 
from India. I had opened one letter 
' and discovered that ail were well, and 
that enabled me to command my feel- 
ings; but the moment I could with 
decency. Heft the Wallee to enjoy the 
luxury of reading the volumes I re- 
ceived from you, and I am now happy. 
I shall continue my journey with a 
* light and happy heart.”— 

MS. Journal-] 

X ‘Atigust^D . — Ellis and Macdonald 
left us two days ago for Haniadan, 
where all hands are collected. Stewart 
^ and Erederick proceed to Busliire. The 
rest, with the addition of Williams, 


Johnny and Litchfield — six in number 
— ^join" me at Kermaushah.” — [Jlal^ 
cohAs MS. JottrnalJ] 

^ § He thus describes it in bis jour- 
nal: Sepfemher Camp Kermamkali. 
— have commenced my last, mi. pro- 
bably my longSst^ letter on Persia, in 
which I shall bring forward all the 
geographical labors of the ‘Mission, 
give a short view of the constitution 
and condition of their Government, of 
its domestic and foreign policy, anck 
finish by a grand review of jiir policy, 
retrospective and prospective.^ ^ The 
task must be well done; and, if it is, 
I think it must be difficult of digestion 
to some of my friends in^^ngland, who.? 
if they are not invinciljjy bigoted to their 
errors, must blush for their a!!^. It 
is not, however, my intention to throw 
the least virulence into this composi- 
tion. I mean to perform a duty, not 
to revive a controversial discussion, 
and my object shall be to convince, not 
to irritate. Events will soon give men 
an opportunity of correcting a bad 
system, if they are so disposed, and 
though they may never regain the pastj 
muclynay be made of the future.” 
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presents, and therefore was not bej^ond the reach of 
vexation and annoyance. Of tlw sordid littleness of 
Persian Courts he had seen much, but the Court of 
Kermanshah seemed to be sunk in a still lower \leep 
of degradation. What was the trickery of these people 
and how Malcolm encountered it, may best bo told m 
Ms own words: 

ft 

9. I have been more out of humor to-day with 
me Persian character than I have yet been since I arrived in 
^ersia.^ I am still in such a rage tliat I cannot enter into the 
isgusting details. I made the Prince a present of about 14,000 
rupees, of which a diamond valued between 10,000 and ll'ooo 
made part. The royal jeweller, angry at not being consulted, under- 
valued the stone, sweanng, I understand, it was not worth more 
than two or three thousand. God knows I am no judge, and may 
lave been taken in ; but still this jewel must be of 7000 or 8000 
rupeea vafue.^ This was the ground of a most tremendous fight 
m h the Minister. He said the Prince had ordered the diamond 
o put in the clasp of a sword that was to he given to me. I told 
him such an insult were offered to me, I would refuse his Hio-h- 

ZIT T pf 1 ^^^<2Iess to recapitulate what 

toW lum they were all merchants, and I would 
settle with them as such. A servant of mine would, I said, pur- 

Vore'enS^ ?^amond at the price it cost me, on condition that ifthe 

fn mfe JiTr 

them from i ^ 5,000 piastres, the Minister would purchase 

PreeTtirw . “t- To this a 

'an T ^ " Wood royal and his Minister have agreed! It is 

mea*!re^ranff^*']7^fi disgrace upon their own 

nrohablv ’.f ^ attended with disgrace to the Company; 

&te;rr 

the disgraceful haigsin with 
paid to me inheu If th!7 fr T 

hme aOTGPfl fn'+ ir ^ choose to return them ; and I 

. g take my presents hack and pay 20,000 kroosh for ' 
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them. I have treated this latterly as a mercantile concern, and 
if ther<?is tie slightest filing of pride in the Minister’s mind, lie 
must he ashamed. I am not yet decided whether I ishall return 
the p^sents, but believe I shall not (unless their behaviour mends) 
spare them this last degradation. I am told the Prince is not 
fi|llj informed of this transaction ; hut he must know something 
of it, and if he had one royal sentiment in his breast, he never 
would permit a proceeding of such a character. But he is as 
rapacious as his brethren, and as insensible to shame.” « 

On the 11th of September, Malcolm quitted Kema^n^ 
shah ; and at the end of Ms first marcli tliis unseemly 
contest was brought to a close : 

“ The customary presents,” he wrote in his journal, of a horse 
and a sword for me, and a dress for each of my family, was sent 
yesterday to my tent. I received the royal present with the 
usual ceremony, and we went in the evening to visit the Prince, 
who was very gracious, and talked a good deal. He, how^ever, 
on this occasion, displayed more obstinacy than knowledge in his 
observations, and on our differing regarding the geography of 
ancient and modern Europe, he* was kind enough to give me a 
great deal of information upon those points, which I receive! with 
a smile. After I returned to the camp, I sent for the merchant 
whom I had claimed as security for the payment of the 15,000 
kroosh for the khelats, &c., which were, as I expected, not worth 
5000. The pride of the Minister was, I found, prepared for tte 
loss, and the man came to Camp with the cash. I tore* his bond, 
and wrote a letter to my mehmendar respecting my sense of 
the conduct which had been pursued towards me, ^ but staling 
that, as I considered the honor of the King and his 5on to be the 
same, I should look over what was past, and keep the artiSfes sent 
me, which he must know were of no value either to me or the 
gentlemen of my suite, rather than involve the Prince’s name 
further in such a transaction by the public return of his presents.” 

Oil the 20th of September, after a march enlivened 
and rendered hazardous hy the disturbed state of the 
country, Malcolm found himsdf on the banks of the 
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Tigris. There he T?as met by Mr. Eich, and » most hos- 
pitably ■welcomed by him and his Jady.” “ f felt'mow " 
he mote ih his journal, « as if all my troubles were over. 
1 siiall liere part with all my iiiciimbraiices, ancf sail' 
peacefully down the stream of this fine river.” ‘‘ Mr 
Eich’s hospitality,” he wrote on the followinc dav ‘‘Is 
not to be appeased by anything short of our iiviim with 
^ him while at Baghdad. Twelve hungry men muS be a 
temble infliction. I told Mrs. Eich,* who appears a de- 
hghtful young woman, that I could believe she had (like 
the Indian peasant) prayed for a small stream, and did 
not expect the Ganges.” 

At Baghdad, Malcolm and his companions were de- 
tained^ for some days by a revolt in the citv, which reii- 
dered It impossible for him to obtain boats for the prose- 
cution of his journey down the river. The interval of his 
detention he occupied in the preparation of his elaborate 
espatch to Lord Mmto, detailing the results of his Mis- 
^n.f On the 29th the letter was finished, and then 

a Qolin, as read^ always for play as for work be»an to 
amuse himself. “We pass our time ven- pieL?Sv” 
he wrote; “we have races almost every 
of chess afler breafcfasV and in the evenmg e 

®gns amd play bowls." The races were not™ Toort 
Mb "f* Malcolm’s tent with tidings 

chief pfS of fh f *0 

deredS^t. '^j n =“PPoa lim, and plnn- 

•; + +1 ^^<3red piastres of public money Malcolm 

^ntly ordered his escort in pumuit o/fhe 

were mounted; and soon hxh troopers were in S 
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^ IS well read 

1 mtormed witliout being ia tiie 
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chase after tlie Aralis. Seeing, however, that the pur- 
suit was hliely to lea^ his men far from Camp, and ap- 
prehending that some accident might happeh, he took 
horse himself, called on the gentlemen of his fomily to 
follow him, and joined eagerly in the chase. After a 
hard gallop of some ten miles, they captured four or five 
of the robbers (including one of their leaders), as many 
horses and ponies, some fire-arms, and some plundered • 
property. The object was gained. The plunderers were 
panic-struck; and a report of the gallant pursuit soon ran 
through the camp and the city. “ I feel satisfied now?” 
wrote Malcolm in his journal, “ that the Arabs will 
hereafter keep clear of our camp. A promptitude to 
avenge insult or attack is the only security against either 
among these barbarians.”* 

But this was a trifling incident in comparison wuth 
the great political events which were passing in the 
neighbourhood of Malcolm’s camp. Baghdad and its 
vicinity had become the scene of a bloody struggle for 
empire, and every day seemed likely to evolve the lyagic 
catastrophe of the drama. The Sultan had sent orders 
from Constantinople for the removal of the Pacha fi'om 
authority, and the Pacha was bent on resisting to the 
death the commands of the Porte. The result was • 
civil war between the de facto ruler of Baghdad* and the 
authorities sent to supplant him. The issue of the con- 
test was doubtful. One day brought tidings o^«the succese 

^ The good effects of this raid 'W’ere head of the village) ; ^ since the hour 
soon apparent. A daj^ or two after- yon pursued these fellows not a plun- 
wards Malcolm wrote in his journal: dercr has been seen on this side of 
“I rode out this morning towards Baghdad. We are all praying for you ; 
Baghdad. On passing a village on the as there is no doubt that if your camp 
shore of the Tigris the inhabitants had nbt been near, we should have lost 
came out, and with loud acclamations all our property.* I was pleased with 
expressed their gratitude to me for this testimony to the good effect pro- 
having chased the Arabs from their duced by the sally we had made, and 
vicinity. ' God prolong your shade,* had no doubt of its truth.** 
said an old man (who seemed to be the 
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of one party; tlie next saw the triumph of the other. The 
Pacha was now confident, now desponding. The tide of 
fortune asnhe war progressed, a]>peared to have tinned 
against him. At last, his only liope seemed to 15e in 
the assistance of Malcolm and Ms tiiends. So mere a 
handful of men could have done little in such a contest- 
but the moral effect of the co-operation might have been 
' pat, and English generalship and English enercw micrht 
have consolidated the scattered elements of the Pacha’s 
army, and reinvigorated Ms declining cause. He con- 
jured the Resident, therefore, by all the professions of 
fiiendship he had put forth, to solicit Malcolm to aid Mm. 

p Ml could only answer, that whatever his 
pnvate feeMigs_ might be, Ms public character and the 
_elations m which his Government stood towards the 
Porte printed all possibiHty of his interference. 

Rut although It was impossible that Malcolm should 
tahe any active pp in the struggle, he rejoiced in Ms 
appeaiance upon the scene jn the crisis that had arisen- 

battle, be could protect the British Eesidenoy, the safety 

fef u/d! He determined, there- 
until cipmstances, not to continue his journey 

7 f, he said, to leave this place till matters are 
mote setjHd. With such bodies of unKcensed nluu! 
dereja. all rcwnd, tbe Residency is not secure B n 
..uafon of Its. ^ch is .hat has most Juenfe “ 

ition .he^Tbtftt ;o™“4tW “ “ 

deviation fiom duty, of protecting her ff LXn ' 
npleasmt we to occur, I never should forrive ivself 
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On tlie 6tli of October tbe issue of tlie contest no 
longer remained dqubtfnl. On that day, Malcolm, 
warned by intelligence of the state of affair’s that had 
reac5.ed him, threw out mounted pickets in advance of 
his camp, and drew a cordon of sentries around it. 
‘‘’We heard no more,” he wrote in his journal, “till 
ten o’clock at night, when, in the midst of a rubber at 
whist with Mrs. Eich and others, we heard a cry, as* 
if the camp were attacked, followed by trumpets and 
- drums sounding and beating to arms. I immediately ran 
to the lines of the escort, and there found that the alaMn 
was caused by the advance of a body of between fifty 
and sixty horse, who, on our sending a person to speak 
to them, proved to be a party with the Dewan Effendi, 
or Secretary to Government, who had fled, and desired 
most anxiously to see Mr. Eich and me. We walked 
out a short way to meet him, and found he was come to 
solicit protection. He gave a very confused account of 
the action, but said he was satisfied that everything was 
lost, and so he had come to the only friend he, had, 

Mr. ^ch, in hopes of being protected for the moment, 
until he could make his peace with the conqueror. As 
this man had rendered very serious services to Mr. Eich 
in his former disputes with the Pacha, and was attached • 
to the English Government, it was resolved to allow him 
to remain in camp ; but all his followers, except one or 
two, were sent away, and strict orders were^iven to the 
line of sentries to admit no further comiimnic»ti©3i with 
any fugitives. The Dewan Effendi, who is a very 
peaceable little man, had evidently taken no share in the 
action; but it was obvious, from his account, that the 
Pacha’s troops were not likely to make any stand, and 
that all his principal officers were deserting him. The 
little Effendi (he is not, without his tall cap, five feet 
• high) seemed quite happy w%en he came into camp. 


44 


SECOSB Missm" TO PEESLl. 

* Have any of you a nightcap?’ was the fet question h.. 

Cip V-f / to-uight, which is what I 

iia\ e not done for tlais week.’ ” ■ 'ci ' 

Whilst 

_■"' j 'w.'e Effeiidi was .sleeping seciirelv in one of the' 

^^OThmate Pacha was beino- hunted 
yV remorseless enemies. On the folio wino- 
_iornmg he was seized by a party of Arabs, who plua° 
dered slew him, cut off his head, stuck it on a pole 3 
e^dit m triumph to his rival, to be afterwards «cSL 

^ri Q ^ eighteen, named Assud Ben- 

iTof Malcolm had known S 

He « Peo;ie! 

declwed tlat'SnfiS 

Wms^f so dangerous » office. « ft ^ssM^TaS 

scene of .Ms natuxelithout feeS^'^rf “ 

recollection of the late Pacha having provoM Ms fat 
B-lost m sentiments of regret- tat T 1,4.7 ■ , 

re oice tiat the scene has comet, a 1 
distract country will haTqtet a”:; “f ft" 

Mrs. SCpItf SrY'“‘* ' “““ «»«• 

d«o; .andifinsome deteetattTo"® “T” 
hut ladies are out nP >: to scenes of trouble ; 

not accident brought me herfat' thir^ 

at all confident rttf i ™ period, I am not 

attempts of tWarM.™^ ^Me from the 

and powers of rapid aedf , 'whom our numbers 

a respectable distance.” r ^ cavalry) kept at 
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Malcolm was now prepared to prosecute liis voyage 
down' tin? river to I^ussorali. Eager as lie wms to pro- 
ceed with his journey, he did not depart wifhout some 
sentanents of regret. ‘‘I shall leave Baghdad,” he 
wrote, “ with very warm feelings towards the Residency, 
l^fr. Rich is a young man of extraordinary attainments, 
and his fail' lady is a most decided favorite of mine. 
We came here at a most fortunate period, and tlie im- 
pression made by the manner in which we treated the 
vagabonds of all parties who ventured near our camp 
will not be lost. We have, to use one of my historical 
phrases, ‘ kept danger at a distance, by our alacrity to 
meet it.’ ” When he found himself on board Mr. Rich’s 
yacht, dropping down the Tigris, these feelings of regret 
forced themselves still more strongly upon him, and again 
he wrote to his wife : “ The loneliness of this vessel 
makes me think more of the pleasant society of my 
friend Mrs. Rich, in whose company I have certainly 
passed as happy hours as I have ever known absent 
from home. She is one of the very few ladies I Jiave 
ever met wdio seemed really anxious to ’converse with me 
upon* that subject which engrosses all my thoughts in 
absence, and the attention with which she listened and 
the warmth with which she spoke on this subject show^ 
that her heart was fully equal to her head, and that is 
placing it in no common rank.” Only one who, like 
i Malcolm, has left his home to live for mopths among 
Arabs, Persians, Turks, and Kurds, can aipprc^iate the 
. luxury of being thrown suddenly into the society of a 
well-bred and well-educated woman, and finding some 
one to sympathise with him when he talks about his 
wife and children. 

On the 25th of October, Malcolm reached Bussorah, 
where he was hospitably entertained by Mr. Manesty, 
• who had been many years Resident at that place, but 
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■who had recently been very undeservedly removed from 
office.* On the 29th, everything: tvas readV frir the 
departure 'of the Mssion on the Tertude cruiser and 
another vessel which Malcolm hired for tiro accom- 
modation of his family and the conveyance of the baco-afre. 
On that day the whole party dined with :\[r. MaimsTyj 
who accompanied them to the place of embarkation, aiid 
* received from them three hearty cheers as they put off 
from the shore. 

After a day or two spent at Bushire, in the course of 
■5fhich Malcolm inspected -with much satisfaction the stud 
of fine Arab horses which he had collected there, he 
sailed for Bombay .f The animals were to be sent after 
him, and it was with no little pleasure that ho looked 
forward to the time when he would be able to convey 
them to England, with a view of improving the breed of 
homes. This occupation, he said, would help him to 
enjoy the life of a farmer,” which he had chalked out for 
himself on his return home. Nor were these the only 
farming operations to which he gave a thought at 
Bushire. He had been very anxious to encourage the 
cultivation of potatoes throughout Persia, and tidiiygs of 
the success of his endeavours were now brought toliim 
P give the entry relating to this subject which he made 


^ s-ppears,” said Malcolm^ t 
peculiar advai^age in His owu House 
where He exliibfiis a complete model c 
?ii oldJb»^j:;HcousSfcrygeutleman.^ H 
IS Kind/ attentive, and Hospitable- 
anxious to promote good Humor an 
merriment, and full of every loyal aui 
patriotic sentiment-, and desirous tha 
ms feelings sliould pervade all Hi 
guests. He was married to an Ai’ine 

fTcSe? ^ ^ 

wHicH He kept at tHis tum, 


by tlie following remarks: *''1 Have 
ever since I came to the Culf, cudea- 
vouredto get some fine Iiorses, ileler- 
inmcd to collect Hve or six vctv supc- 
1101 animals from, wliieH I migiit select 
two or tiiree for Eiiglaiul, where, mHcii- 
ever I go, I must ride my iiobi)v, cost 
wHat it will. Xiiis is the onlv point 
on winch I am in the least inclined to 
extravagance, and it has become, from 
iiabit one in wliich I must indulge 
myself (within limits of course) ; but 
rather than givo it up altogether, I 
would make any sacrifices.” 
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in bis journal at tbe time. Sir James Mackintosh said 
afterward# that Malcolm’s introduction of potatoes into 
Persia would he remembered long after tbe ’ridiculous 
Person Missions were forgotten. But Sir Harford J ones, 


eager to dispute the claims 
century afterwards took tbe 

Sir Harford Jones writes thus in 
a note at the end of his Aecoim t of the 
Tmmactions of Ms Majestf s Mission ; 
but to what it refers in the text I 
have been unable to discover : 

“ In 17883 1 ate potatoes at Bushire, 
at the table of Mr. Galley, onr then 
Eesident there, who had planted them 
in the old Dutch gardenj—who had 
strongly recommended them to the 
merchants, all of whom had expressed 
the same opinion about them, as the 
reader will see, if he reads what 
Meerza Bozui’g said to me at Tauris, 
in 1810 . 

“ I find a note of my own stands 
thus. Much has been said on a certain 
publication of the advantage that the 
introduction of the potato root into 
Persia would confer on the inhabitants. 
It is impossible to deny that the intro- 
duction of any new edible vegetable 
into a country, if it comes into general 
use, is an advantage. Long before Sir 
John Malcolm visited Persia, I gave 
roots of this plant to several Persians, 
but I incline to believe the Persians 
will never hold it in high esteem, or 
make great use of it, except their 
whole style and system of cookery is 
completely changed ; a plain boiled 
potato, which we consider as excellent, 
every Persian I have ever offered it to 
considered as an abomination ; and the 
way they treated it, always bronght to 
my mind, what a Tnrkisli gentleman 
once said to me at Baghdad. He had 
requested to taste a glass of English 
porter ; he drank a part of it, and then 
gravely said to me : ' Do you drink this 
as physic, or for pleasure ?’ 

“ A ^potato is so stubborn a sub- 
stance in a Persian ragout, that I know 


of liis rivalj a quarter of a 
trouble to deny tlie fact : * 

from experience, no Persian cirtiste, ^ 
when I was in the country, could or 
would undertake to produce it at table. 

It so happened, that after a long eulo- 
gium on this vegetable, wliich I had 
one day made to Meerza Bozurg, le 
desirea me to give him a few of them, 
accompanied by directions how to dress 
them. I told him first to order his 
cook to boil them plain; if he disliked 
them that way, the cook might he di- 
rected to prepare them en ragout ; and 
if that did not suit his taste, to order 
them to be served up roasted. 

" Some tmie afterwards I asked him 
if he had made trial of the potatoes, 
and how he liked them. He answered 
he had tried them : boiled, they were 
Ratable, but only as something to keep 
Dody and soul together ; in ragout they 
were detestable ; and roasted, nt)t half 
so good as a chesnut, adding, ‘ 0 
what a taste you must have to put this 
coarse vegetable in comparison with 
God’s most precious gift, rice ! or with 
the delicate bringal, the bohmian, tl^ 
canlifiower, the carrot, the bean, the 
haricot ;’ and when I tolcif him pota- 
toes were to us what rice was to the 
Persians, he playfully tapped me on the 
back, and said : - You see God Almighty 
provides the greatest (ft all delicacies, 
and the wholesomelt of Tniii^ood, for 
the faitlifnl, and leaves you what is 
only fit for badgers, porcupines, and 
squirrels/ ’V 

It is very probable that the passage 
from Malcolm’s Journal, given in tlie 
text, supplies the answer to this. The 
food “fit for badgers and squirrels” 
was not the genuine potato, but the 
root known as the alou-i-zumeen, 

m 
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I was miicli gratified/’ wrote Malcolm^ receiving from 
Stewart a clisli of excellent potatoes, wMcli he iiad bought from 
Shiraz. These were produced from some I planted there six 
months ago ; and from this sample it is evident that nothiijig hot 
great carelessness and neglect can lose this valnable vegetable to a 
country wdiicli must, from its soil and climate, produce it in the 
greatest perfection. I vras resolved to spare no pains in intfb- 
diicing the potatoes, and gave away as seeds, in clitrerent parts of 
Persia, more than thirty small bags of them. A memorandum 
was also circulating, describing the best means of cultivating 
them. In the midst of my labors I was alarmed by a report that 
they had a vegetable at Ispahan called the almi’i-ziimeen^ which 
exactly resembles the potato. AIou4-zmmen was immediately 
translated j>ommQ-de4m'Te^ and the merit of introducing this plant 
was as readily given to the French, who had bestowed this benefit 
on the Persians a hundred years ago; but that ignorant and pre- 
judiced race had since neglected the and treated 

it as a common weed. These fine conjectures continued in full 
strength till %ve reached Ispahan. There/when breakfasting with 
Hadjee Ibrahim, we sent for the alou-i-zumeen^ and found it not 
unlike the potato in form, but no resemblance in taste, being a 
bitter, useless root. I was mrfeh relieved, as I desire the good 
fame* of introducing potatoes into Persia, and look to immor- 
tality in the name they have received in that country — ahii- 
Malcolmeah^^ 

" The voyage to Bombay was distinguisbed by notliing 
more rebaarkable than the death of one of the officers of 
the Ternate, after an attack of small-pox, an incident 
^hich prompted Malcolm to enter in his journal some 
remar-ks^n the immense debt of gratitude under which 
Dr. Jenner had placed mankind by the discovery of vac- 
cmation. Always fearless for himself, he visited the sick 
man in his cabin when not a feature of his face was to be 
recognised amidst the mass of pustules that covered it. 
He was more afraid on reaching home of frightening his 
children by tbe amplitude of his beard and whiskers — 
appendages which he thought better suited to the meri- 
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dian of a Persian Court than of a Bombay nm’sery. So, 
not wlhoift a sigh, he,applied the inexorable razor to his 
face, lest his little daughter on his return shduld refuse 
to ki^ him, and say, “ Papa naMn ! hattee ! hattee /” 
(“Not Papa! an elephant! an elephant 1”) 

On the 18th of November, Malcolm wrote in his jour- 
nal: “ Our progress during the last forty-eight hours has 
been good, and we are within less than a degree of ' 
Bombay, which we shall, I trust, reach either to-night 
or early to-morrow morning. If I find all there well, I 
shall be completely happy. I shall now close tliil 
journal with some lines in which I have attempted to 
give a sketch of my journey.* This is by far the longest 
of my muse’s flights. I know not whether it is the 
happiest. I am certain of one point. This production 
is either a great deal worse or a great deal better than I 
at present think ; and I am still more certain of another, 
that whether it is better or worse, it will please her whom 
it is intended to please.” , 

So this second mission to Persia was at an end. And 
what were its results? It would appear* from this narra- 
tive that Malcolm, with a brilliant stafi“ of Company’s 
officers, had gone to Tabreez and back again, that the 
Eing of Persia might call him a favorite servant and* 
give him a bauble to hang upon his breast. I have 
always thought that this mission was imnecessary. What 
. were its objects I have shown in Lord Mijrto’s own* 
words.f It was, doubtless, desirable that th« Coapany’s 
Government should not be lowered in the eyes of the 
Pei'sian Court; but as the Crown had taken under its 
immediate care the management of our relations with 
Persia, it may be questioned whether the re-elevation of 


* The poem, then called The Persian Traveller, afterwards printed as Persia. 
• t vol. i. pp. 60S-609. * 
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the faHen majesty of the Indian Government was -worth 
the expenditm’e bestowed upon it.. It is, hoTf evef, to be 
remembered that Lord Minto despatched Malcolm to 
Persia imder the hope, if not the expectation, tffat his 
references to England would have the effect of placing 
these relations again under the charge of the Governor- 
General, out of whose hands they ought never to have 
been taken, and of leaving his envoy as Eesident Minister 
at the Persian Court, charged with the duty of giving 
effect to the provisions of the preliminary treaty which 
"had been negotiated by Sir Harford Jones. 

The decision of the Crown Government proved that 
these hopes were delusive ; and, wise after the event, 
people now say that the expectation of a different issue 
was not a reasonable one. That Lord Minto gave the 
Home Government credit for more wisdom than they 
really possessed is now sufficiently plain. In depriving 
the Governor-General of India of the power of con- 
trolling our diplomatic relations with Persia they com- 
mitted a great and fatal error, from which have already 
sprung disasters and disgraces, to be succeeded, it is 
feared, by other evils of a no less melancholy kind. 

But whatever may have been the expediency of de- 
"^spatching Malcolm, in that conjuncture, to the Persian 
Court,' it is not to be questioned that he performed his 
appointed work with vigor and address. By the Go- 
" vernmeift' which he represented he was greeted on his 
TetuSTwitli the warmest expressions of approbation. 
‘‘You have had a stormy cruise,” -wrote Lord Minto, 
“but in my judgment a successful one, and unquestion- 
ably highly honorable to yourself. . . . . I send you my 
congratulations on the meritorious and, as I tliink, satis- 
factory termination of your last Indian labor, since you 
will have it so.” It was considered a necessity at that 
time to restore the prestige of the Indian Government in- 
Persia, and, as far as Malcolm’s personal conduct could 
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accomplisli this end, it was fully accomplished. But he 
did nJlich* more than ^this. The political results of the 
Mission, it has been acknowledged, were not ^reat. But 
its lifSrary and scientific fruits it is not easy to overvalue. 

> From the first he determined that it should not be a 

^ barren Mission. And the information which it brought 

back regarding countries then little known in Europe 
was copious, accurate, and important. We knew little ■* 
or nothing in those days regarding the countries lying 
beyond India on the North-West. From the surveys 
, and investigations of the officers of this, and the MissioB. 

to Caubul conducted by Ml’. Elphinstone, was derived 
all the knowledge of the countries, the people, the in- 
stitutions, and the history of Sindh, Beloochistan, Af- 
ghanistan, and Persia, which the Indian and English 
Governments possessed for the quarter of a century fol- 
, lowing. And the published writings of Malcolm, El- 

^ phinstone, and Pottinger are still the standard autho- 

rities on all that relates to* them. Nor was all the 
benefit conferred on the literature of the coimtry r^re- 
sented by the publication of these works. A literary 
tone and character was imparted to the Indian services 
i generally by these eminent examples. Many were after- 

wards encouraged by the success of such performances* 
to endeavour to imitate them. Literary research was no 
longer regarded as incompatible with active life; and . 
• men who before thought only of serving the* Govern-* 
ment, began to think whether, like Malcolm’anddS^hin- 
^ stone, they might not at the same time promote the in- 

terests of literature, science, and the world, 
i y I cannot close this chapter without a few more words 
regarding Malcolm’s associates in the second Mission to 
Persia. He attached to his suite, either actually or nomi- 
nally, several officers in the Company’s service, who ap- 
• peared to him at the time to be y^ung men of uncommon 

r • • ; . 
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promise j and I have already anticipated the statement 
that all who were spared to distingT;psh themselfes ^iMlled 
the promise of their youth, and some in an eminent de- 
gree. Lieutenant Christie and Ensign Pottinger’sailed 
from Bombay before him, but they received their in- 
structions from him, and were members of the Mission. 
Christie, it has been said, remained in Persia to disci- 
pline the army of Abbas Meerza. He was a man of the 
highest enterprise and courage, and no ordinary intelli- 
gence. A distinguished career seemed to lie before him; 
but it was prematurely cut short, to the bitter sorrow of 
all who knew him. He fell, with his sword in his hand, 
on the field of battle — ^killed in a night attack made 
by the Russian army on the Persian camp.* Ensign 
Pottinger became successively Resident in Sindh, British 
Plenipotentiary in China, Governor of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and Governor of Madras— a Baronet and a 
G.C.B. Mr. Henry Ellis, then a young man in the 
Company’s Civil Service, eame in time to be Joint-Com- 
missioner with Lord Amherst in the Embassy to China, 
and Ambassador Extraordinary to Persia— the Eight 
Honorable Henry Elhs, a Privy Councillor and a*G.C.B. 
Malcolm early recognised his uncommon abilities, and 
'prophesied that he would live to distinguish himself. f 
Lieutenant Macdonald developed into Sir Johp Mac- 
donald, who was also for some time British Minister at 
*the Persian Court. J Ensign Monteith, a man of con- 
side?Bt5le scientific attainments, became Chief Engineer 


^ I give ia tlie Appendix a letter 
from Dr. Corniick, Mdio also joined 
tlie Persian camp, in which he details 
to Malcolm the circumstances attend- 
ing poor Christie’s death, 

f Several ilinstrations of this might 
he cited from Malcolm’s public and 
private correspondence. Take the fol- 
lowing : I have also to stately gra- 
titi^de for the aid I invariably received 
from Mr. Henry Ellis, of the Bengal 
Civil Service, whose youth has been 


matured by an experience which, com- 
bined with his knowledge and talents, 
must, I am assured, lead to lionorahlc 
and early distinction in that line of the 
service in which he has been placed, 
and for which he possesses such supe- 
rior qualifications, — {Letter to Lord 
Minto^ Jime 18, 1811.] Sir Henry 
Ellis died in 1855. 

% Sir John Macdonald married one’^ 
of Malcolm’s sisters-iu-law. He died 
in 1§30. * 
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of the Jifadras Army. Lieutenant Frederick, after a dis- 
tinguished professional <;areer, was appointed Copimissary- 
GreneM of the Bombay Army— Lieutenant J ohn Briggs 
attained a high reputation as a political officer in Western 
’ and Southern India * He was successively political agent 

f in*Candeish, Resident at Sattarah, Senior Commissioner 

for the settlement of the Government of Mysore, and , 
Resident at Nagpoor. Lieutenant Stewart was equally 
distinguished in the diplomatic department as Resident 
at Gwalior and Hyderabad; and Lieutenant Lindsaj; 
(afterwards Sir Henry Lindsay Bethune) commanded 
the Persian Army in many a hard-fought action with 
the Russians, and had to the last a military reputation 
second to none in the countries of the Shah.f Ne man, 
indeed, had ever more reason to be proud of his “ Family” 
than Malcolm of that which he carried with him on his 
p second Mission to Persia. J 


P 


* General Monteitb, General Fre- 
derick, and General Erig^s were all 
living in tlie early jiart of 1856. It 
may be mentioned, in illustration of 
wliat we feave written about the lite- 
rary tone imparted to the Indian ser- 
vices by this and Elphinstone’s mis- 
sion, that General Briggs has made 
large and important contributions to 
our Indian literature-— Ms translation 
of Ferishta and his work on the Indian 
Land Tax at the head of them— and 
that General Monteith has recently 
been giving, by the publication of some 
interesting works on the localities of 
the Eusso-Turkish war, fresh proofs of 
that aptitude for Oriental topography 
which he first evinced, as one of Mal- 
colm’s attaches, nearly half a century 
ago. 

j* Bethune died in Persia in 1851. 

i Since this chapter has been in type, 
I have read a passage in Sir E. K. 
Porter’s Travels, which illustrates so 
forcibly the good impression which 
^ Malcolm’s conduct made upon the 
minds of the Persian people, that I 


kjow notliing with which this chapter 
could be more fitly concluded : In 
short, I soon found by so many peculiar 
attentions that I was not the only Eu- 
ropean guest who had long lived 
under their master’s roof, and that this 
Eeringhee home they so highly honored 
w'as that of General Malcolm. It was • 
delightful to me to begin a journey so 
tracked; for everywhere thSt I went 
in the empire where his mission had 
led him, still I found his remembrance 
in the hearts of the inhabitants. In • 
many of the villages tli? people date 
their marriages or ilti birth!?^ their 
children from the epoch of his visit 
amongst them; for wherever he ap- 

g eared his goodness left some trace of 
imself, and the peasants often said to 
me, that if the rocks and trees had 
suddenly the power of speech, their 
first word would be "MMcolm.’ M 
this, from the highest to the lowest 
wherever I followed his steps, could 
not be more grateful to his country- 
man tllan even the blandest breezes 
under the most sultry skies.” * 
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CHAPTER IL 

e AN INTEEVAX OE BEST. 

[ISll— 1816.] 

BESIDEKCE AT B01D3AT — ABJTTSTMENT OT ACCOUNTS — LITEEAET lABOES — 
aaCEINTOSHj ELPHIXSXONE, ANB HARTYN — THE JIABEAS CONTEO%'EESX-— 
KETUllN TO ENGLAND — VISIT TO THE NOETH— BUKNPOOT AND ABBOISEOED— 
BAELIAHENTAEr EXAMINATION — TEESONAL OBJECTS — COEKESBONDEKCE 
■WITH VraULINGTON. 

Quietly located in a comfortable bouse witb bis ■wife 
and children* at Bombay,® Malcolm now settled down 
to tbe paper- work before bim. His first care was to 
acknowledge tbe obbgations under wbicb be lay to tbe 
zealous and enterprising young ofiicers wbo bad accom- 
panied bim to Persia. Witb tbis object be addressed 
letters, for official record, to tbe Governments of tbe dif- 
ferent Presidencies to wbicb they severally belonged, 
bearing tbe strongest testimony to tbeir admirable spirit, 
mtelligen(S&, and good conduct ; whilst, in bis more 
privaWTsomriTunications to Lord Minto, be acknowledged 
witb equal warmth tbe services they bad rendered him 
in tbe course of his Mission.f Tbis paramount duty— 

^ During liis absence a son bad been in Persia^ there is no service, howeyer 
born to Mm— now Colonel George Mai- difficult, that so forward a zeal, so 
colm, O.B. ^ ^ animated a resolution as I observed in 

^ t Mter^ speaMng in detail of tbe every person attached to tbe Mission, 
bigb promise of some of bis assistants, wonld not have led me to encoimter 
Malcolm says in one of these letters witb a sanguine hope of success/^ 

I cm only add that bad I remained 
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for sucli in Malcolm’s eyes it ever was — ^having been 
beartil^^ pdi^formed, la§ sate himself down to render his 
financial accounts to Government. This was* always a 
very itecessary duty, but it was never a pleasant one. 

A Mission such as Malcolm led to Persia cannot very 
easily be conducted upon economical principles. Nor is 
it easy, amidst the hurry of travel and the distractions 
of diplomacy, to keep minutely accurate accounts of the 
public expenditure. But a gentleman officially known 
as the Auditor-General, with a staff of keen-eyed clerks 
and accountants, takes his place at the same desk ever;^ 
day of the year, and in a cold-blooded, unsympathising 
manner criticises, item by item, the luckless envoy’s 
accounts. It is very right. It is his business. It is not 
his duty to take large views of anything, or to handle 
matters in the mass. He is emphatically a man of de- 
tail j and the more minutely he anatomises an account, 
the more efficiently he performs his functions as an 
auditor. Now Malcolm’s accounts being, like his mission, 
of an extraordinary and exceptional character, naturally 
afforded to the Auditor-General many salient points of 
attack.’ Here a voucher was called for where vouchers 
were impossible; and explanations required where ex- 
planatory details could hardly be appreciated by an;f 
one unacquainted with the particular circumstances of 
the case, and inexperienced in the general business of 
diplomacy. Matters of this kind are so far .out of th^ 
general line of routine, that many things iSiust te?^ taken 
on trust, and the only voucher required, the good cha- 
racter of the officer who renders the account. 

It is unnecessary to refer much in detail to the corre- 
spondence which arose out of the adjustment of these ac- 
counts. It was natural that Malcolm should have chafed 
under the continual criticism of the Auditor-General ; 
• but it was not less the duty of*the Auditor-Genergil to 
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act tlie part of a remorseless critic. Between tlie two 
]Mr. Eclmonstone sate in judgment, as tlie frieiid liotli of 
Malcolm and Slierer, and it appears to me that he held 
tlie scale very fairly when he ivrote thus to the fo Aier : 

It is very ccrtaiu, as you have observed, that the civil auditory 
whatever his talents, cannot be a judge of the necessity and pro- 
^ pviety of a large proportion of the expenditure of a mission such 
as yours to Persia ; neither has he taken upon himself to judge of 
those branches of expenditure which political considerations neces- 
sarily unknown to him may have rendered unavoidable. I allude 
principally to presents which form so large a part of the expenses 
of the Mission. It is not possible to furnish him with rules of 
audit applicable to such missions, because it is not possible to 
convey to him the extent of political and local information rc- 
cpxisite for that purpose. But are the accounts, therefore, to go 
without audit? are they not to be subject in their details to that 
species of check and investigation which is applicable to public 
expenditure of every description^ and which is usual under every 
Government? It is his duty to point out to Government what 
charges appear to him, according to the general principles which 
he is .enabled to apply to them, to be high or unnecessary. He is 
not bound nor authorised to consider the degree of confidence to 
be reposed in the integrity and discretion of the oiBiicef" whose 
accounts he investigates. Nor is his judgment at all to be con- 
^dered as conclusive. Government is the real auditor. He only 
performs^the drudgery of investigating details, and presenting to 
Government questions in a form to facilitate decision. In England, 
I understand, the checks and investigations of accounts are far more 
figid. Wlfile a single item of public expenditure remains unad- 
justed, part the officer’s accoimts are passed; and what do 
you think of Lord Min to himself, on his return from Corsica, 
being obliged to swear to his accounts before he was relieved from 
the responsibility of his public expenditure ! The Court of Di- 
rectors would be little satisfied if informed that this Government 
had passed the whole of your accounts without audit or inquiry, 
merely on the ground of its reliance on your integrity and dis- 
cretion. In fact, such audit and inquiry imply no reflection upon 
your ^integrity or discretionf On the other hand, the confidence 
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so justly reposed in you cannot exempt Government from tlie^ 
duty forming its opinion of the necessity and moderation of 
charges incurred even under all the latitude of disctetiou so pro- 
perly#allo\ved you, as £u' as it has the means of forming one.” 

In this same letter Mr. Edmonstone frankly stated 
tfiat, in the opinion of Government, the general expendi- 
ture of the Mission tvas excessive, and that it \Ya3 in- 
tended to record an opinion to that effect : 

“ That the general scale of your expenditure,” he ■wrote, might 
have been materially reduced without injury to the public service, 

I am allowed candidly to tell you, is the opinion of Government. 

It has been the duty of Government to record that opinion; but 
this only involves a difference of sentiment regarding the correct- 
ness and policy of the principles which governed this expenditure. 

It does not impute to you an inconsiderate and careless expenditure 
of the public money. Government will not refuse to admit that, 
with reference to the principles themselves, you have not neglected 
the obligations of attention, prudence, and discretion. But it 
cannot reasonably be expected that Government should deny 
itself the liberty of judging, according to the lights which it pos- 
sesses, on a point so fundamental as the grinciples which have 
regul^ed the conduct of its representative in the expenditure of 
the public money; nor can it he supposed that Government di- 
vested itself of this privilege, or rather duty, by declaring, and 
actually feeling, an implicit confidence in your discretion, expe- • 
rience, and honor." • 

That the expenses of the Mission -were very heavy js 
not to be denied. But Malcolm maintain^ tliat this, 
ho-wever greatly to be deplored, was inherent in’^ho very 
nature of the service entrusted to him, and that with- 
out such expenditure he could not have carried out 
the objects of his mission. It is right that in this place 
his explanation should be suffered to speak for itself: 

“The number of officers attached to my Mission was one and 
• no inconsiderable cause of additionai expense ; but it will be re- 
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collected tliat wlieB I was ordered to Persia it was expected tliat 
I should liave full employment for their services in disciplining 
tlie infantry q £ that Government. Though this was not the case, 
none of the officers were idle, and during the ten nion|lis thsrt my 
Mission was in Persia all those of my family who were not actually 
necessary to aid me in the immediate duties of my Mission were 
detached to different parts of the country, and the maps anS 
memoirs I have transmitted will satisfy Goveiiiment of the great 
<*value of the object that has been attained by their labors, which 
have not only afforded the most correct and ample information of 
the countries between India and Persia, but added, in a very great 
degree, to the knowledge we formerly had of the latter country. 
The officers I employed travelled generally as natives, and com- 
paratively at a very trifling expense. The whole of the charges 
(including presents) incurred by Lieutenants Christie and Pot- 
tinger during a journey which commenced at Sonmeany, and 
traversed by t^vo different routes all the countries between Sindh 
and Persia, hardly exceeds ten. thousand rupees. The period these 
officers were employed was near eight months, and they were 
almost all that period separated, which had the effect of nearly 
doubling their expenses. 

The chief causes of public fependiture on my late Mission 
were the style in whicli I travelled, and the presents I gave. With 
regard to both these points, I can only observe that, situated as I 
was, I had no option. Every sentiment of my mind relating to 
the principles of our connexion with Persia was, as is well known 
to^Government, adverse to the gratification of the avarice of the 
court of that country, and I had repeatedly proposed other and 
more efficient means than the appearance of State and expensive 
presents for establishing an impression of our power and dignity 
ainong its inhabitants ; but circumstances which I could not con- 
trol had Arown'uffairs into a different course, and I had no al- 
ternative but that of not carrying the instructions of the Eight 
Honorable the Governor-General in Oouncil, as conveyed in his 
letter under date the 26th of October, into execution, or of gs- 
suming the style and appearance, and acting with the liberality I 
did. By adopting the latter means, I was not only able to attain 
the Court of Persia at an early period (a point to which the 
Governor-General attached the Hghest importance), but to restore 
to its proper estimation the depreciated ranlPand character of the 
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Right Honorable the Governor-General of India ; and this I was 
directed to'consider as ^ne of the chief objects for which I was 
deputed to Persia. Had I pursued any other course»than what I 
did, Miould have experienced obstacles that would probably have 
altogether prevented the progress of my Mission ; and if it had 
advanced, it would have been under circumstances that would 
have confirmed all those injurious and unfavorable impressions 
that had been received of the high authority by which I was 
employed. * 

“ If the Honorable the Vice-President in Council will do me 
the justice to consider the expenses incJhrred on this Mission under 
this view, and recollect the importance that was attached at the 
moment I was deputed to the early and complete execution of my 
orders, I feel confident that I shall not be denied the merit (which 
I have ever labored above all others to attain) of a scrupulous 
attention to every item of public expenditure under my direction 
and control; and I trust it will be founds after an examination 
into the manner in which I have discharged this last public trust, 
that I have upon this, as upon all former occasions, been as strict 
an economist of the public money as it was , possible to be, without 
hazarding a delay or failure of the political objects I was directed 
to accompKsh.” * ^ 

WMlsfe tMs correspondence was in* progress, another 
of a pleasanter kind was passing between Bombay and 
Calcutta. Malcolm had collected a vast mass of mate- 
rials for an historical and descriptive account of Persfe, • 
and he desired to obtain the permission of the ‘Govern- 
ment for him to remain at Bombay whilst he was ar- 
ranging these materials, with the view to th€weompositi{Jn 
of an elaborate work. In order to acc(3toplish- this, it 
was necessary to keep a considerable staff of clerks and 
copyists, and Malcolm thought that he was entitled, as 
indeed he was, to such allowances as would enable him 
to continue his labors without any personal sacrifice. It 
may be doubted whether in these days, under similar 
circumstances, the q[uestion would be viewed, either by 
the local or home Govemmeit, in so liberal and en- 
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lightened a spirit as that with which Lord Minto re- 
garded it. Mr. Elphinstone had been for some time at 
Calcutta afi’angmg the materials of his account of the 
Kingdom of Caubul ; and he had received every in- 
dulgence and encouragement from Government whilst 
prosecuting this important work.* The same indulgence 
and encouragement were now to he extended to Malcolm. 

The work on which you are engaged,” wrote Lord 
Minto, “ must he carried on with more facility and ad- 
vantage at Bombay, where you have no other occupation, 
and where you will probably still be surrounded by 
gentlemen who have had a share in collecting your ma- 
terials, and are conversant with the subject, than at 
Mysore, where you would be charged with distinct 
duties, and be deprived of the comfort and benefit of 
consultation and conference with associates in the pur- 
suits which are the subject of your present labors. The 
value of these labors must be estimated by a very dif- 
ferent measure from mine, hif the temporary facilities 
which we have resolved to afford them are not cheer- 
fully assented to. But limited as the indulgence is, both 
in time and amount, I feel strong in what I feel to be 
the real strength of yOur case— that is to say, in con- 
srdting at a moderate charge the real convenience, the 
real comfort, and the justifiable taste and wishes of one 
who has so long filled a part so conspicuous in a period 
so eventful «af our national history, and in affording you 
so cheap^a testfinony of respect and gratitude at the close 
of laborious, able, and successful services so distinguished 
as yours have been from first to last.”f This appears to 

^ Mr. Elpliinstone was allowed lus f Mr. Edmonstone wrote with equal 
salary as Envoy, with house-rent and warmth of the value of Malcolm’s lite- 
table-allowance, whhst his moonshees rary labors : You cannot but have 
and writers were paid by Government, been satisfied that Government would 
Lord Minto allowed this case to govern appreciate in a high degree yonr own 
Malcolm’s. ^ labors and exertions in the acquisition 
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me to be a statesmanlike view of tb'e question. At all 
events, it*is tbe way to stimulate men to great exertions. 

An opposite decision might have been more in’accDrdance 
with formality and routine, and might have saved some 
money to the State. But such economy begets only cold 

sSrvice, and stunts what every wise ruler seeks to foster. 

Lord Minto was at this time about to proceed on the 
expedition to Java, whither Malcolm would cheerfully * 
have followed him if his services had been required. But 
the Governor-General wrote that there was no call for 
“services of his size.” “I embark,” he wrote, “early 
to-morrow on board the and cannot expect an 

earlier return to India than September. If you _ are gone 
to a better place before that period, may all good things 
attend you; and the first of these, health to you and 
those you love. I shall hope to have and enjoy your 
friendly and neighbourly society in my retreat, for there 
are centred all my schemes of happiness. Tou are young, 
and have years of energy before you to begin a new life, 
and climb and scramble through a new world. In these, 
and whatever else may be your pursuits, I shall follow 
you, as long as I have eyes, with kind and friendly 
•wishes. In the mean while, you may reflect with com- 
fort, and I ought to say with pride, on the old life whidli * 
you are now turning your back on, and let Ihese re- 
flections be auspicious for your new career.” 

of local knowledgCj and ttose which pecxdiarly interesting by -the great 
r eyents of modem times. Without 

The mass of reference to political considerations, 
niaterials which you have collected for your missions and Elphinstone^s have 
tho History of Persia and the neigh- certainly been productive of very im- 
bonring states, is a proof of an extra- portant benefits in a literary point 
ordinary spirit of diligence, ability, and of view, : and independent^ of your 
research, and when digested and ar- diplomatic services, you will both have 
ranged in the manner you propose, the credit of acquiring and diffusing 
must form a most valuable addition to knowledge which, kit for your labors, 
the existing stock of information re- had probably remained for ever con- 
• garding a quarter of Asia rendered ceaKd.'* 
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Tiironglioiit tlie year 1811, in accordance -witli the 
permission, thus granted to him by dhe Siiprem% Govern- 
ment, Malholm continued to reside at Bombay, and to 
apply himself earnestly to his literary labors. It was no 
small privilege, under these circumstances, during the 
earlier part of the year, to enjoy the society of Sir Jambs 
Macldntosh, whose wonderful intellect and many fine 
equalities he greatly a|)preciated. “ Macldntosh is a very 
extraordinary man,” he wrote to his brother Gilbert, 
“and a sincere friend of mine.” The Eecorder criticised 
and corrected his fiiend’s works, and, I believe, admired 
his character more than his compositions. He said truly, 
that “men ■with great talents for active life are inferior 
to themselves in their writino-g.”* It would have been a 


There are several passages relating 
to- Malcolm in Mackintosh’s Bombay 
journal, published in the interesting 
Life by nis son, V'hich I think ought 
to find a place in this chapter. I sub- 
join the most illustrative of them : 

March 28, 1811.— Bead over, with 
minute criticism, Malcolm’s poem, The 
Terdm Tfmeller. It has more thought 
and nerve than correct and smooth 
verse : it would have been higlily com- 
mended before the art of writing verse 
kicame so general an attainment. But 
everybody is now a judge of offences 
against harinony and mechanism, which 
it re^^uires so little genius to avoid. 

Maicohn has been with me two 
Sours, and I l»ve told him all my cri- 
ticism, which he taken well. 

— "AbOTcromby, Malcolm, 
and a very small party dined here in 
the evening — the first general rather 
desponding about Portugal — the se- 
cond trusting too much in a Wellesley 
to allow sucii a sentiment. 

“ July 28. — In correcting a manu- 
script of Malcolm’s, I observed that 
a man of vigorous mind conceived 
original ideas, wHch, "if he be an un- 
practised or negligent writer, he eiten 
expresses in such a manner that^hey 


appear to be common-place. The new 
thought may be so near an old one, 
that it requires the exact impression 
to distinguish them. This is one of 
the reasons why men of great talents 
for active life are inferior to themselves 
in their writings. 

August 23. — ^Malcolm has intro- 
duced potatoes into Persia. That be- 
nefit may he remembered long** after all 
that is now spoken of in our ridiculous 
Persian missions has fallen into de- 
served oblivion. If Lord^ Wellesley 
had accompiislied the abolition of hi- 
faiiticide, wliich poor J onathan Dun- 
can is so panegyrised for having vainly 
endeavoured, his name would have been 
held ill everlasting remembrance. All 
the negotiations and wars -which appear 
so splendid at present, will, in a his- 
tory of twenty years hence, not occupy 
ten pages. 

August 30. — Malcolm has written 
not a bad thing at the end of Hume’s 
Elizabeth. ‘ The head cannot join the 
heart respecting Mary; nor can the 
heart follow the head about Eliza- 
beth.’ ” 

I am rather surprised that a man of 
so much sagacity, and penetration as 
Sir James Mackintosh should have 
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miracle, indeed, if Malcolm, who since tlie age of thirteen 
had seldotn had any other home than a canvas tent, and 
whose library was a rusty bullock-trunk, shohld — I will 
not say thought as deeply and written as correctly as 
■Mackintosh, but been eminently distinguished for these 
qualities at all. It is almost a miracle that, considering 
in how large a sense he was a man of action, how the . 
necessities of the public service kept him continually in * 
motion, and how his mind was diverted and distracted by 
a constant succession of new objects, he wrote as much 
and as well as he did. The world has furnished few ex- 
amples of men so largely mixed up with the affairs of active 
life taking so high a place among the authors of the age. 

Malcolm, as I have said before, did everything in a 
large way. He was a man of much discourse— discur- 
sive. But unlike many examples of voluble utterance, he 
was emphatically a full man. He talked much and he 
wrote much, because he had much to say. His writings 
abound in information which, when it was first laid ^ 
before the public, was novel and striking. He has sup- 
plied materials of immense value to every subsequent 
writer on Indian affairs. He dealt with facts on a large 
scale, and he was conscientious in his statement of them. 

He thoroughly understood what he was writing about, * • 

and he made himself understood by others. Bu\ he was 

not an artist. His works are rather elaborate reports 

than finished compositions. The statesman .j^ather than 

the author is apparent in them. There are no tricks of 

the trade discernible ; but a genuineness which speaks 

out everywhere in a strong, natural voice. He could not 


been so greatly at fault in bis estimate 
of tlie comparative importance wbicli 
History wonld attacli, and the space 
it wonld assign, to the triumphs of war 
and the victories of peace. The re- 
sult has been precisely the reverse of 


what the Eecorder anticipated. And 
when we consider what are the tempta- 
tions of writers and the tastes of 
readers, we could hardly expect it to 
be otherwise. 
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compress. He could not polish or refine. He had been 
accustomed all his life to •write, currente cammo, very 
long publfc and private letters, and still longer official 
reports ; and he did not much modify his style ■when he 
■wrote for the Press. He was himself, indeed, so sensible 
of his want of art, and had so little of the dignity afid 
tenaciousness of the craft, that he generally authorised 
others to correct his style, while he exhorted them not 
to meddle with his facts. 

His intercourse with Mackintosh was as improving as 
it was delightful; and early in the year there was an 
accession to the literary circle of Bombay very appre- 
ciable both by the lawyer and the soldier. At the latter 
end of February a vessel arrived from Calcutta, bringing 
Mountstuart Elphinstone and Henry Martyn. Malcolm 
was delighted to welcome the former— to talk over old 
times and present pursuits— proud to introduce so ac- 
complished a man to his friend the Kecorder.* Elphin- 
stone in turn introduced Henry Martyn to Mackintosh f 
and Malcolm. The former recognised in the young 


The following is Mackintosh’s 
account of the meeting : 

‘‘ Feh. 26 , 1811 .— Malcolm brought 
Blphinstone to breakfast. We had an 
animated discussion about the import- 
ance of Ijidia to England. I con- 
tended that it was not of any great 
value. I observed that of possessions 
15 eyond sea, tike first rank belonged to 
those which, liSe IJortli America, con- 
tributed both to sffength and wealth ; 
the second is to those which, like the 
West Indies, contributed to wealth, 
and created maritime strength, though 
they did not supply a military popula- 
tion. India certainly ranks below 
them. ISlobody thinks of employing 
Sepoys out of India. Great as it looks 
and sounds, it does not add so much 
to the empire as New England did. 
After breakfast I carried Eiphinstone 
to Mazagong-bnnder, where h.S em- 


barked for PanwelL He has a very 
fine understanding, with the greatest 
modesty and simplicity of character.” 

f See Mackintosh’s journal in the 
Life by his son : Elphinstone intro- 
duced me to a young clergyman 
named Martyn, come round from 
Bengal on his way to Bussorah, partly 
for health and partly to improve his 
Arabic, as he is translating the Scrip- 
tures into that language. He seems 
to be a mild and benevolent enthusiast 
— a sort of character with which I am 
always half in love. We had the no- 
velty of grace before and after dinner, 
all the company standing.” 

Again : “ Mr. Martyn, the saint 
from Calcutta, called here. He is a 
man of acuteness and learning. His 
meekness is excessive, and gives a dis- 
, agreeable impression of effort to con- 
ceal the passions of human nature.” 
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devotee a man of acuteness and learning— spoke of Hm 
as a bene'^olent entliueiast, but said that his ^excessive 
meekness left a disagreeable feeling upon the mind. On 
Malcolm, however, the young Christian hero appears to 
have made a more favorable impression. Perhaps, the 
habitual cheerfulness of his manner communicated itself 
to the “saint from Calcutta,” for he wrote to Sir Gore 
Ouseley, that Henry Martyn, who was then on his way 
to Persia, was likely to add to the hilarity of his party. 
“ The Eev. Mr. Martyn,” he said, “ one of the clergymen 
of Bengal, is here on his way to the Gulf. He requested 
me to give him a line to the Governor of Bushire, which 
I did, as well as one to Mahomed Hebbee Khan. But I 
warned him not to move from Bushire without your 
previous sanction. His intention, I believe, is to go by 
Shiraz, Ispahan, and Kermanshah to Baghdad, and to 
endeavour on that route to discover some ancient copies 
of the Gospel, which he and many other saints are per- 
suaded lie hid in the mountain of Persia. Mr. Martyn 
also expects to improve himself as an Oriental scholar. 
He is already an excellent one. His knowledge of Arabic 
is superior to that of any Englishman in India. He is 
altogether a very learned and cheerful man, but a great 
enthusiast in his holy calling. He has, however, assured* 
me, and begged I would mention it to you, that lie has 
no thought of preaching to the Persians, or of entering 
» into any theological controversies; but means 45 con fin e 
himself to two objects— a research after oldTrospels, and 
the endeavour to qualify himself for giving a correct 
version of the Scriptures into Arabic and Persian, on the 
plan proposed by the Bible Society. I have not hesi- 
tated to tell him that I thought you would require that 
he should act with great caution, and not allow his 
zeal to run away with him. He declares he will not, 

• VOL. II. E • 
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and lie is a man of tliat character that I mnst believe. I 
am satisfied that if yon ever see him, you -will “be pleased 
■with him. He will give yon grace before and^ afetr 
dinner, and admonish such of your party as take the 
Lord’s name invam; but his good sense and great learn- 
ino' will dehght you, whilst his constant cheerfulness wiU 
, add to the hilarity of your party.” 

Elphinstone was at this time on his way to Poonah, 
where he persuaded Malcolm to visit him. Earty in 
May the latter started in excellent health and spirits, 
riding some part of the d^tance on his favorite horse 
“ Wdiabee.” Elphinstone, and two other officers, came 
out to meet him, and they all rode together into Poonah, 

“ pretty smartly,” as Malcolm wrote to his wife, adding, 
that “ he felt about as much fatigued as if he had played 
two rubbers of billiards.” In Mountstuaxt Elphinstone 
he fo'und a friend as fond of sport as himself; and the c%- 
devcmt Envoys to the Courts of Persia and Caubul, with 
the gentlemen of the Poonah Residency, and one or two 
friends, were soon to be seen, spears in rest, in hot p'ui- 
suit of wild hogs. “ The sun is rather hot,” he^wrote, 
“but there is a refreshing breeze, and the hopes of a 
boar makes a man forget climate.” “ Not much luck,” 
he said, on another day, “but hard riding, and no less 
■than seven falls. I did not come off, though very near 
^t.” He had been poring for some months over his 
papers, and recreation was as delightful to him as to any 
boy broken loose from school. 

But in spite of the hospitable entreaties of the Resi- 
dent, who hoped that Mrs. Malcolm and the children 
might be brought up to Poonah, Malcolm returned to 
Bombay and his work. He could not afford to be long 
idle. It does not seem that during his visit to the 
Mahratta capital he and Elphinstone had talked much 
about their literary prospects, or settled between them 
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tlie cGi^tents of tlieir respectiYe works, for I find the 
latteYwriti% in October : ^ 

I aiS very sorry for Sir James’s going so soon. To have such 
a man in one’s neighbourhood is an advantage which cannot be 
expected soon to return. I am beginning again to think about 
publishing my Afghan affairs;* and I shall write in a day or two 
to Lord Minto, acquainting him with my intention. Before I do ^ 
so, I should like to know your plan as precisely as your own 
present knowledge of it admits of your telling. If you allot 
separate parts of your book to the Afghans, the Beloochees, and the 
Uzbeks, I think it likely that, between yours and mine, the world 
will get as much information about those nations as it cares to 
possess ; but if you find Persia so extensive a subject as to leave 
you no room for anything but a mere summary statement of its 
neighbours— with no more particulars about them than are neces- 
sary to distinguish them from each other, and from the Persians — 

I must put my shoulder to the wheel, and fill up the blank between 
Persia and India. When I consider the extent, antiquity, and 
importance of Persia; its ancient religion, laws, and history; its 
present revenue, army, statistics, customs, and character as a 
nation; its language and literature! its different sects of religion 
and philosophy; and the various and interesting tribes by which 
it is inhaJ)itod, I am apt to think you will have both your hands 
and your volumes too full to be able to take in anything more. 

At all events, it is necessary that I should know with some pre- 
cision what you intend to do, or I shall spoil your work and waste """ 
my trouble (and no small trouble it is writing quires of paper, let 
alone writing for the public), while I might be hunting, hawking, 

^ reading, and doing the kmnut with much more proi^t both to ^ 
myself and the public, even if I did not take in ha«d tlie account 
of India, which you so fully convinced me was required,” 

The result of these literary consultations, it need 
be stated, was that Malcolni confined Mmself to an 

Elpliiiistone,althoiiglibeliadbeen m determined to lay it 

for some time employed at Galcutta in before tbe public until exliorted to 
digesting and arranging information do so by Sir James Mackintosh at 
collected by bis Mission, and putting Bombay^ 

•it in -a fit state for the use of Govern- 



68 


AN INTBETAl OB EEST. 


cotmt, historical and descriptive, of Persia ; that Poltinger 
■undertook- to illustrate the countries known \s Sindh, 
Beloochistan, and Seistan; and that the kingd|)m of 
Caubul, or what is now more generally known as Af- 
ghanistan, fell, in this literary division, to the share of 
Mountstuart Elphinstone. 

But there were other literary pursuits than these, of a 
less delightful and less tranquillising kind, to occupy 
Malcolm’s thoughts during this residence at Bombay. 
The disturbances in the Madras army had evoked much 
I discussion at home. Papers had been called for, and 

published ; and Malcolm, conceiving himself to be, as he 
undoubtedly was, wronged by the recorded observations 
of the Madras Government, drew up, as has been men- 
tioned in a pre'vious chapter, a full statement of his case.* 
it was written towards the close of this year. Malcolm 
had originally intended to embark for England in No- 
vember or December; but some circumstances of a 
domestic nature disconcerted this arrangement, and his 
departure was fixed for the 20th of January. In the 
mean while Sir James Mackintosh started on his home- 
ward voyage, and Malcolm consigned to his charge the 
manuscript of his pamphlet. “ I send you my work on 
Madraa affairs by Sir James Mackintosh,” he •wrote to 
his brother Gilbert. “I do not •wish its publication to 
«be delayed. You and Sir James will exercise your 
judgment \vit^ respect to any corrections or alterations, - 
in the fuU assurance of my complete approbation and 
warm thanks.” “I have many and cogent reasons,” he 
I added, “ for desiring the work should be published before 

' ' I reach England. I wish to escape the advice of good 

and well-meaning friends, which I could not follow, j i 
I have taken my line, and shall pursue it with a firmness ; 

li ! ‘i 

,1 ’ aj If, 

_ : : I ■ <• * Jnie, voL i. chap. xn. 
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worthy of my object — truth. I do not pretend to 
despish \TOrldly consideration ; but I must attain any 
advancement I ever reach by fair and open means ; and if 
I do 3K)t, I despise that fortune which is the reward of art, 
falsehood, flattery, and deceit, or even purchased by the 
siippression of honest sentiments or useful information.” 

The pamphlet was sent home; and, as Malcolm had 
predicted, some of his best friends, including General 
Campbell (his father-in-law), Barry Close, and Mark 
Wilks, were anxious to suppress it. Reference, however, 
was made to Sir James Mackintosh, who said that the 
remonstrances of inends were “precisely what Malcolm 
had foreseen, and what made him solicitous that the book 
should be published before his arrival.” “ Besides,” added 
Mackintosh, “ if Malcolm were in : England, notwith- 
standing all that has been said about the injury he may 
do himself, I would still recommend him to publish ; for 
the good opinion of the public is of more importance to 
him than the favor of the Court of Directors.” 

Malcolm followed his pamphlet very speedily to 
England. At the end of January hd': embarked with 
his faihily on board the Dromedary store-ship, full of 
great schemes for his future advancement. He had al- 
ready begun to think of returning to India as Governor 
of Bombay. He had often talked of retiring altogether 
from public life, and setthng in England as a farmer and 
. a breeder of horses. There were times, perhaps, when* 
the charms of retirement were very attractive in his eyes ; 
but I suspect that it was but a momentary attraction. 
At the age of forty-two, few men who are worth anything 
will patiently submit to be shelved. He was still fifteen 
years off from the Bombay Government; but the interval 
was destined to evolve a career of distinguished military 
and administrative service, which even more than any- 
« thing he had yet done entitled him to the reward. 


70 


AN INTEEVAL OE EEST. 


The voyage home was mot distinguished by any notice- 
able incidents with which I am acquainted, save one of a 
very paihful character. At St. Helena, Malcolm was met 
by intelligence of the death of his venerable inother. 
She sank to rest at Burnfoot on the 9th of November, 
1811. It was not an event out of the ordinary course ; 
but Malcohn did not, on that account, feel the blow less 
' keenly. A man who has been many years absent from 
home can anticipate no greater pleasure than that of in- 
troducing his wife and children to a beloved parent, who 
is longing to welcome them with the outstretched arms 
of eager affection. Three years before, Malcolm had 
written to his wife, “ What a woman is my dear mother! 
The nearest wish to my heart is that she should live to 
embrace you, and to clasp her grandchild, little Margaret, 
to her heart. John would look on satisfied with being 
third on the list for a maternal embrace. With what 
joy do I look forward to that happy day. But when 
will it come ?”* It was never to come. All these fond 
hopes were shattered in '“a moment by the sad tidings 
which reached “him at St. Helena. It was a bitter dis- 
appointment. Such hopes and such disappointments 
are but the common lot of the Indian exile. It is the 
penalty he pays for turning his back on his native 
land. ' 

He reached home in the course of July; and soon 
" afterwards took a country-house (Claramont) near Ches- 
hunt, in Hertfordshire. Thei-e he located his family, and 
then began to think of visiting his friends. He had 
every reason to be satisfied with his reception by men in 
authority. In the summer of this year, the murder of 
Mr. Percival had been followed by extensive clianges in 
the Ministry. Lord Wellesley, who had been Foreign 


# Yol. i page 430. 
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Secretary, narrowly escaped being Prime Minister ; but 
tbe Gabimet wMcb be was commissioned to construct 
never became a factVand in tbe blinistry dbrmed by 
Lord'^Liverpool be bad no place. In Mr. Percival’s 
Administration, Lord Melville bad been President of tbe 
Board of Control ; but in tbe new Government, Malcolm’s 
old friend, Lord Hobart, now tbe Earl of Buckingbam- 
sbire, held that office. As respected Indian affairs, it . 
was a very important juncture, for tbe existing Cbai-ter 
of tbe East India Company was then in tbe last year of 
its existence. Extensive changes were contemplated, 
and tbe opinions of all experienced men wbo bad served 
in India were eagerly sought and recorded. Botb on 
public and on private grounds, tberefore, Lord Bticking- 
bamsbire was anxious to see and converse with Malcolm. 
Parliament was up ; a dissolution was impending. M- 
nisters were, for tbe most part, at their country-seats. 
So tbe President of tbe India Board invited Malcolm to 
visit him at Nocton, in Lincolnshire. It was little out 
of tbe road to Scotland — to Burnfoot — whither be was 
eager to proceed ; so be accepted tbe invitation, and on 
tbe 15th of September started on his journey. 

He was received with great kindness and cordiality 
by Lord and Lady Buckingbamsbire ; and Lady Sai’ab 
Hobart, whom Malcolm bad played with, when, an inte- 
resting child, fifteen years before, now “ a charming 
young woman,” greeted him debgbtedly as unsold friend 
Mr. Henry Ellis bad been invited to meet Jiini, and there 
was much talk, we may be sure, about India and Persia, 
and old times. In such animated conversation — in shoot- 
ing, riding, attending the Lincoln races, dancing at tbe 
race-bad, and bonising tbe cathedral and Old Tom — a 
week was pleasantly spent ; and then Malcolm pushed 
on for the North. He reached Doncaster in the midst 
of the bustle and excitement of tjae race-week, and drew 
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a lively picture of the scene in Ms letters to Ms wife. 
He wrote that he had “ made acquaintances o& affkiiidsj 
from his (3-race the Duke of Leeds to Buckle the jockey;” 
and we may be sure that he had something to tefi them 
alV about the breed of Arab horses and the possibility 
of improving our own equine stock. 

On the 26 th 5 he reached Langholm, a quiet country 
^ town, three miles from Burnfoot ; and here I shall do 
well to let Mm speak for himself : 

September 26tL — Arrived at Langholm at four, and got out of 
the chaise at July Murray’s, the person by whom I was brought up. 
The excellent woman was in raptures. Our meeting was disturbed 
by Mrs. Beattie, the keeper of the inn (an old acq[uaintance), who 
had taken her glass, and came to drag me away from July, who, 
she said, kept the driest house in Langholm. This old woman, 
who earnestly recommended me some whisky, talked a great deal. 
She was particularly fluent about my family. She heard, she 
said, I had married a top liizziel which, according to her phrase- 
ology, was no small compliment to my wife. I proceeded to 
Burnfoot. I had been greatly struck with the beauty of the 
country from the moment I came on the banks of the Esk, oppo- 
site Netherby, all the way to Langholm ; but the first burst of 
Burnfoot surprised me still more (it is greatly improved by the 
growth of the woods), and appeared fully to justify the feelings I 
have indulged through life regarding the charms of the spot of 
my nativity. I received that welcome from its inhabitants that I 
expected; and I only regretted that my joy was not shared by 
iryou. The^old domestics soon came round me. I saw the fourth 
generation hf ^he Eastons, and four men-servants upwards of 
seventy years of age. All was happiness and delight; shaded a 
♦ little by the reflection (which all our conversation brought to our 
minds) that those to whose care and protection we owed all our 
success were no more, 

21 th . — A rainy day, and did not go to church ; but talked 
away the morning. Saw Mina’s cottage, which is beautiful; 
fitted up with great taste, and contains a number of very valuable 
curiosities. ^ 
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_^ent to Kinmond, twenty miles off, and saw Mrs. 
Scott, iSieiTiotlier of Mrs. Jolinstone, Mrs. Ricliaxdson, and several 
other friends. » 

30 jf/r^^Went to visit all, high and low, that had known me 
as a child; visited the graves of my parents, and heard the noblest 
praise of them from the aged, the infirm, and the poor, that they 
ha’s aided and supported, and to whom the aid and support of 
the family is still: given. I could not have believed, had I not 
witnessed it, what small means well directed could effect; but in • 
a range of seven or eight miles I have heard blessings implored 
by almost hundreds upon the name I bear, not for accidental 
charity or temporary relief, but for families borne through distress, 
for the blind and the lame supported; children educated and 
raised, some to comfort and others to affluence. This good work 
was begun nearly a century ago by my grandfather and grand- 
mother; it was continued, to the full extent of their power, by my 
parents; and my brothers and sisters are all blessed with the same 
disposition; but my eldest sister, Agnes, who in cheerful goodness, 
superior sense, and active benevolence, yields to none of her an- 
cestors, is the guide to us all in this path. She knows the wants 
and the characters of all, and supplies accordingly. She never 
gives more than is actually necessary, that none may want that 
can be aided, and her attention and advice are often of more use 
than money. I was this day visiting an old lady of ninety-three, 
who has outlived her fortune and all her friends but those at 
Burnfoot. Her inquiries about you were most earnest. I love 
her,” said she, for her name, which was that of your grandmothe^. 

Is her Christian name Agnes ? ” No,’^ said I, it is GJiarlotte.'^’ 

I wish to God it had been Agnes,” said old Mrs. Scott ; ^^but 
she is a Camplell^ and that will doP I need hardly add my 

grandmother was called Agnes.^ • ^ 

% ■ 

From Burnfoot, Malcolm proceeded to Ediiiburgli and 
other places, visiting old and new friends, and some of 

On Gbserying to him that there had 
been ^many changes, but that I hoped 
he still found it a good house to live in, 
^I'aithj’said he, 'it’s mair than that— 
it’s t^best house to die in of a’ Scot- 
landr^ , 


^ * In a subsequent letter, Malcolm 
gives the foUGwing little anecdote, 
■which is too good to he omitted : " I 
forgot to mention to you the speech of 
an old servant at Burnfoot (Andrew 
iNicoIl), which I thought admirable. 
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Ms -wife’s relatives. In tlie grounds of Dalkeitii Castle 
he met Walter Scott.* ‘^I agiieed,” he wrote'” on the 
10th of Octoher, “to drive liim home; and we have 
been together till now (twelve o’clock on the lllh). A 
volume would not contain what has passed between us. 
I am delighted with him, and he says that his feelings 
are not opposed to mine.” His face was now turned 
towards the South — towards home. After exploring 
Melrose and visiting Minto, where he was dehghted 
with all he saw of the good old lady, the wife of his 
friend the Governor-General, of whom he had heard so 
much, Malcolm spent a day or two at Burnfoot, and 
then prosecuted Ms homeward journey. Taking the 
western route, he paid a short visit to his brother Gil- 
bert, who had obtained, through the instrumentality of 
Lord Wellesley, the hving of Todenham, near Moreton- 
on-the-Marsh, and reached home in the course of October. 

On his return to the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
after his pleasant country tour, the first subject which 
engaged Ms attention was'%he controversy respecting the 
mutiny of the Madras army. The pamphlet which he 
had sent home from Bombay had, according to° his in- 


^ Scott lias given tlie following ac- 
count of tliis meeting in a letter to 
Mr. Morritt publisliea in Lockhart’s 
Life of the poet : I am delighted 
with your Cumberland admirerj and 

f ive him credit for his visit to the vin- 
icator of HWer ; but you missed one 
of another dcscKptionj who passed 
Eokcby with great regret — mean Ge- 
neral John Malcolm, the Persian En- 
voy, the Beliii Ecsident, the poet, the 
wanderer, tlie polite man, and the 
Borderer. He is really a fine fellow. 
I met him at Dalkeitii, and we re- 
turned together. He has just left me, 
.after dihoking colfee, A .nne time we 
bad of it, talking of Troy town, and 
Babel, and Persepolis, ana Delhi, and 
Langholm, and Burnfoot^ M-h all 


manner of episodes about Iskendiar, 
Eoostum, and J ohnnic Armstrong, Do 
you know, that poem of Eerdusi’s must 
oe beautiful, lie read me some very 
splendid extractvS, which he had him- 
self translated. Should you meet liim 
in London, I have given him in charge 
to be acquainted with you^ for I am 
sure you will like each other. To be 
sine, I know him little— but I like 
his frankness and his sound ideas of 
morality and policy.’’ Mr. Lockhart 
adds a note respecting Burnfoot, in 
which he says that Malcolm’s grand- 
father found refuge there after for- 
feiting a good estate and a baronetcy,” 
— a fact of which I need hardly say 
the Malcolm family are profoundly 
ignorant! 
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structjons, been published just before Ms arrival in Eng- 
land. To^tMs pamphlet the friends of Sir George Barlo w 
had bought it expedient to reply ) and the* Te^ylj had 
appeared whilst Malcolm was travelling in the North. 
He opened it with some anxiety ; but read it with little 
uneasiness, and no anger. He was not a man to cherish 
any animosities. He had long ago forgiven all whom ^ 
he conceived to have injured him throughout these pain- * 
ful discussions on the Coast. And how generous an 
opponent he was may be gathered from the following 
letter, which he addressed to Mr. John Murray, on the 
subject of Mr. Buchan’s pamphlet 

COLONEL MALCOLM TO MR. JOHN MURRAY. 

Noy. [ ], 1812 . 

Dear Sir, — I have bought and read the reply to my pamphlet, 
and am happy to say it can recjulre no answer. It is written by a 
gentleman ; and if a relation of Sir George is the author, I respect 
the feelings that have produced this W’-ork. He is throughout as 
civil to me as he could be consistent with his cause. There is 
only one part that I felt angry at — an invidious and unfair com- 
parison is made between my conduct at Masulipatam and that of 
General Close at Hyderabad ; and in this case it is probable the 
unfairness proceeds from the writer being uninformed of the 
radical difference of our situations. I was sent to coiiciliat^;v 
General Close to command obedience. To me no orderS whatever 
were given ; to General Close the most positive. I had to act 
agreeably to my discretion; he had no latitude giveji him at all 
But this subject does not require an answer; anil as to all the rest, 
it is mere difference of opinion, and argument has been exhausted 
on the subject. 

The impression tlois work desires to make of Sir G. Barlow’s 
public services will, I sincerely hope, have an effect in producing 
liberal sentiments in the minds of the Directors whenever the 

^ The pampMet was publisiied ano- it was writteiL by Mr. Buchan, who 
nyinously. Maicoim attributed it to had h^en Chief Secretary at Madras, 
some relative of Sir G. Barlo w— but ^ 
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question of his reward is agitated. No man has ever served them 
with purer principles of honor, nor of .more active industry; and 
however opinions may differ of his proceedings at Madras, of his 
former life there can he but one sentiment. 

Yours faithfully, 

John Malcolm. 

r ■ 


It was at the close of this year that Malcolm first bore 
the titular name by which he is known in the history 
and literature of hi§ country. He had applied to the 
Crown for permission to wear the insignia of the order 
of the Lion and the Sunj and the Prince-Eegent, in 
awarding this permission, signified his intention to confer 
the honor of knighthood upon the wearer in the name of 
the Sovereign of England.* In these days the honors of 
the Bath would have been granted to him. But in 1812 
neither military nor diplomatic services, whatever their 
merit or their value, could obtain tbis distinction for a 
Company’s ofiicer. The time had not then’arrived for 
his admission into the pale^of English chivalry. He was 
still a reprobate ^nd an outcast. 

It was something to be called “ Sir John;” butjhe was 
a mere civil knight. He had not been decorated as a 
soldier. Ever since he had begun to think at all about 
the service to which he belonged, he had lamented and 


^ The following is the aimonnce- 
ment in. the Q-azette : 

« WUtehaXh 15, I812.--His 
Eoyal Highness The Prince-Eegent 
hath been pleased, in the name and on 
the behalf of his Majesty, to give and 
grant unto John Malcolm, Esq., a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the service of the 
East India Company, and late Envoy 
and Plenipotentiary from the Supreme 
Government in Inaia to the Court of 
Persia Ms Majesty’s royal license and 
permission, that, in compliance with 
the desire of his Majesty the King of 
Persia, he may accept and vfetr the 


insignia of the Eoyal Persian Order 
of the Lion and Sun, conferred upon 
him by tliat Sovereign as a distin- 
guished testimony of his royal regard 
and esteem. And also to command, 
that the said royal concession and de- 
claration be registered, together with 
the relative documents, in the College 
of Arms. And, as a further mark of 
his Majesty’s royal favor, Ms Eoyal 
Highness the Prince-Eegent was this 
day pleased, in the name and on the 
behalf of his Majesty, to confer the 
honor of Knighthood upon the said 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Malcolm.” 
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condemned the unjust system of exclusiveness which 
had deharaed the officers of the Indian army from parti- 
cipatioi^in the honors and rewards bestowed i^pon their 
more fortunate brethren of the King’s service. The 
opinions which he had entertained and expressed nearly 
tw«nty years before had been little mitigated by the 
progress of time and the mutation of circumstance; for in 
many of the most essential features of the service there 
had been little real change for the better. Great hopes 
had been entertained, but they had been disappointed ; 
and now, in 1813, Malcolm found himself sitting at his 
desk, discoursing, as in 1794, for the information of the 
President of the Board of Control, on the grievances of 
the Company’s army. A long and elaborate paper of 
“Notes,” written at Claramont in the summer of this 
year for his friend Lord Buckinghamshire, contains a 
free statement of his opinions, with the following brief 
summary of which he concludes his memorandum : 

“ I shall conclude this paper, v^ich is longer than I intended, 
by a brief notice of the principles of those changes I have recom- 
mendedj* First, — That of directing the view of the officers of the 
Indian army yet more than we have done to England, and of 
elevating the Company’s service, by obtaining for such of that 
service as may merit it a fair participation in the favor of the* 
Crown, and a full admission of their pretensions to the* highest 
offices (particularly in India), on the ground that granting to them 
such consideration is not more necessary to benefit it^ by giving • 
it the advantage of all the talent that is reared an«i matured in its 
service, than it is to infuse ambition and high principles of military 
feeling into an army which is now upon a scale that demands the 
action of such motives to preserve it in a state of discipline and 
attachment. 

“ Secondly, — ^That a reform should be made in the system, which 
would, by an increase of the number of the senior ranks and a 
diminution of the lower, render (without additional charge to the 
State) promotion more active, and by tl%t operation preserve the 
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minds of tlie large mass of the Indian army from a total despair 
of ever returning to England with the means of living :n that 
country. 

^‘^Thirdly^ — That an improvement should Be made in tfe?^ situa- 
tion of the ofScers in the actual command of Native corps^ and that 
employment on the Stafi in India should be so settled as to secure 
the appointment of efScient officers, and prevent, as much as pGs- 
sible, the operation of favor in the distribution of such patronage. 

“ And lastly,* — As it is most desirable that the King’s and Com- 
pany’s service should be more approximated, in order that those 
irritating feelings of jealousy which have hitherto subsisted should 
be done away ; and, as it is an essential principle that even the 
Native army of India should (as far as relates to the European 
officers) be as little local as is possible consistent with the pre- 
servation of its efficiency, it is recommended, not only that 
officers of the Company’s service should, after attaining a certain 
rank (that of Colonel or Major-General), be eligible to be em- 
ployed anywhere his Majesty chooses, but that a plan of limited 
exchange between the two services should be adopted. These 
reforms of the system would establish points of union that would 
harmonise the whole without disturbing those distinct regulations 
which local circumstances require for the different branches of our 
army in India. Some may object to the latter suggestion of 
? limited exchange, from conceiving that if it was adopted it would 
\ soon lead to the subversion of all the principles upon which the 
constitution of our Native army now rests. But before this argu- 
ment is admitted we must suppose the administration of the country 
resolved,^for the object of patronage, to hazard the loss of India; 
and, if such waS their intention, is it not evident that we should 
liave the same guards (settled rules and public opinions) to defend 
'these new ^regulations as we have to preserve the other parts of 
the system ?” 

These opinions Malcolm took care to enforce, publicly 
and privately, on every occasion ’when liis advocacy -was 
likely to be attended with any benefit to the cause. 
Parliamentary Committees were then sitting for the ex- 
amination of witnesses relative to the affairs of the East 
India Company, and^here were few upon whose opi- 
nions, concerning the military and political relations of 
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that great body, so muGh stress was laid as upon Mal- 
colm’s. ' N€>r were tlies^ the only subjects upon which 
the Coipoaittees thought fit to examine him. *110 was 
called up on the 5th of April, 1813, before the Commons, 
and questioned on a great variety of topics/^ With respect 
to '&ie free admission of Europeans into India, he said : 

: I' think of all the powers which are vested in the Local Go- 

vernment, there is none more essential to its existence in full 
vigor and force, than that which enables them to restrain the local 
residence of every individual European to particular parts of the 
empire. If British subjects were allowed to go in the manner 
described to India, the effects would he various, agreeably to the 
places to which they went. If to the Presidencies where British 
courts of law are established, there would be no other danger, I 
conceive, resulting from them, but what might arise from their 
great numbers, and the changes in the condition of the society, 
and eventually and gradually of the Government, from that circum- 
stance; but if they went to any ports where there was no esta- 
blished authority to control them, and if they proceeded into the 
interior of the country, there would no doubt be much mischief 
^ arising from those quarrels which must inevitably ensue with the 
natives, which mischief would vary from a hundred local causes 
. connected with the character of the natives of the places to which 
? they resorted.” 

Many questions bearing on this subject were put to * 
him by Mr. Adam, the Company’s counsel, and he sup- 
ported by a siiccessioii of arguments the opinion he had 
• originally expressed. The next subject o|i which Sir 
John Malcolm was examined was the probability of the 
natives of India becoming large consumers of European 

I find tfie following entry relative tlie silk being clouded. He is to give 
to Malcolm's examination in Sir James strong testimony in favor of tlie Corn- 
Mackintosh’s diary: “ Malcolm is the pany's favorite argnmenf that a free 
next witness to be examined. I met trade will lead to an influx of Enro- 
him yesterday at the Regent’s Levee, pe^s^ which will produce insult and 
where he made a oonspieiions figure in oppression to the natives, and at last 
the insignia of the Order of the Lion drive th#i into rebellion, which must 
^ and Sun, with a green riband, distin- terminate in onr expulsion/’ 
gnished from that of the Thistle by 
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goods. If "by tlie general population of India/’ lie said, 
meant (wMcli I suppose it is) the great mass, there 
is no donht they are not likely to become custoj^ers for 
European articles, because they do not possess the means 
to purchase them, even if, from their present simple habits 
of life and attire, they required them.” Having gone con- 
siderably into detail on this point of inquiry, he vras asked 
whether the Company had endeavoured to push the sale 
of European commodities in Persia. The following are 
the questions, and the answers which Malcolm returned : 

Have you any access to know, from the situations you have 
been in in Persia, whether the Company have taken every means 
in their power to push the sale of European commodities in that 
quarter of the East; and if you have, state what the effect of those 
efforts has been?— When I went on my first mission to Persia, 
in 1800, 1 was directed by the Supreme Grovernment of India to 
attend to any instructions I might I'eceive from the Government 
of Bombay, and that Government furnished me with every infor- 
mation upon the former trade with Persia, and earnestly desired 
my attention to the object of finding a mart for any European 
goods, but particularly woollens; and I had an opportunity of 
knowing, that so eager was their desire at that period to promote 
the sale of woollens in that quarter, that their agent at Bushire had 
^been allowed to sell them at a rate, and upon a credit, the result 
of which was a very considerable loss to Government. I made 
every inquiry that was possible; and in concluding the commer- 
cial treaty, obtained some diminution of the duties, but do not 
believe there was any increased sale. The north-western part of 
Persia, in whicir the Court resides, is partly supplied with woollens 
and other European articles from Astracan, by the Caspian Sea, 
and even British woollens are imported by that quarter. 

Was every means taken by you, agreeably to your instructions, 
to promote the sale of British commodities, in Persia, of every 
description? — I took every means within my power to promote a 
general intercourse between the two countries, and to give every 
facility to the sale of every article both European and Indian ; and 
I had the satisfaction of%elieving, that by my endeavours the 
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trade of indigo, which had before chiefly gone through Caubul to 
Persia, Ivas filmed to the gort of Calcutta. 

Have you found it practicable to promote the sale*of English 
and European commodities there? — I had no means of promoting 
the sale further than by establishing that intercourse which ren- 
dered the communication more amicable and easy; the trade was 
perfectly open to Bushire, and being carried on chiefly by Persian 
merchants themselves, who had resort to every port in India, I 
can have no doubt they carried every ai’ticle to their own country 
that would produce them profit; but the consumption of Euro- 
pean articles in Persia, with the single exception of woollens, is, 

I believe, very trifling, chiefly on account of the general poverty 
of the mass of the community, and also from their own country 
furnishing all such articles as are necessary for their h abi ts of life. 

The tendency of these questions, put by the Com- 
pany’s counsel, was to establish that it was neither neces- 
sary nor expedient to open the trade to India and the 
Gulf. The committee, in taking up the examination, 
which was resumed on the 7 th of April, ranged over a 
much wider expanse : the feelings of the natives gene- 
rally, the discord between the Hindoos and Mahom- 
medansj the population of the large towns, the state of 
the Indian army, the effects of reducing or increasing the 
number of the Company’s European troops, and the in-^ 
vidious distinctions between the King’s and th(f Com- 
pany’s service. On this last subject he gave his evidence 
as on one which for years had been ponder<^ by him ^ 
with much anxious thought, and perhaps s5me bitterness 
of spirit : 

I Did not Lord Cornwallis in 1794 recommend to his Majesty’s 
ministers a plan for new modellmg the army in India ?— He did, 
j in a letter to the President of the Board of Control. 

I Was not one of the principal objects of the plan to prevent the 
I continuance or revival of those discont^ts and jealousies which 
i had so often manifested themselves between the King’s and Com- 
vol.it. O 
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paiiy’s troops, as as between tlie servants belonging to tbe 
cliffereiit Presidencies? — It was; I believe liis LordsMpj Ss far as 
my memory serves, stated as mucli in the very wor(^ of the 
qtiestion. ' . ■ 

Did not Lord Cornwallis deem it essential that the new regula- 
tions should be calculated to inspire hopes ^ of promotion mi 
public distinction, which his Lordship conceived would operate 
beyond all other incitements in calling forth the exeitions of mili- 
tary men?— His Lordship stated those to be his sentiments, in his 
despatch, at least as far as my memory serves. 

Did the regulations which were framed in 1796 extend their 
benefits equally to the three Presidencies?— They did not^ I recol- 
lect particularly, because I was military secretary to Sir Aimed 
Clarke, who at the period of their introduction was Commander- 
in-Chief at Port St. George; and I remember that officer ■writing 
a minute, in which he pointed out this distinction in the strongest 
manner, and predicted that the most evil consequences wmuld 
result from it with respect to the feelings of the army of that 
settlement. 

Has not a preference been shown to the officers of Hs Ma- 
jesty’s service in India, in the distribution of military commands.'’ 
—I have often heard such a preference complained of, hut cannot 
charge my memory with any precise facts that would enable me 
to give an opinion at this moment upon its justice; but Iknow it 
was considered at various periods as a grievance among the officers 
of the Company’s army. 

^ Is not the rank of the Company’s officers confined to that of 

major-general?— It is. ^ ^ , 

Has any Company’s officer, since the regulations of 1/96, been 
^ specially appointed Comtnander-in-Chief at any of the Presidencies 
in India?— I believe not one. ^ 

Has any mark of honor or public distinction been bestowecl by 
the Crowm on any officer of the Company s army, for^ militaiy 
services? — I have no recollection of any such mark or distinction 
' within thirty years, except one : the dignity of barojiet vvas 
granted to Sir John Brathwaite, when he was superseded by a 
; junior officer of his Majesty’s service in India from the command 
I of the army of Port St. George, to which he had been provisioii- 
' ally appointed. ^ 
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; What, in your opinion^ has been the general efiect produced 
; upon tl?e n^ds of the Goippany’s ofEcers by their exclusion from 
i the higher stations in India, and from those marks of honor and 
public custinction, which are usually the rewards of eniiiient mili- 
tary services? — I believe such exclusion has, beyond all other 
causes, tended to damp that ardor and high military feeling, which 
are always essential to the character of an officer, but, above all 
others, of officers, so situated as those in the Company’s service are ^ 
in India; I believe that it has diminished the ambition, and almost 
extinguished the hope, with regard to military fame and rank, in 
all classes of that service ; that they have in consequence sunk in 
their own estimation, as well as in that of the troops under their com- 
mand, and of the inhabitants of the country in which they serve. 

I am also satisfied that this cause alone is competent to defeat all 
the benefits that were intended by the regulations of 1796, which 
proposed a fair equality between the two services. 

Do you think that the character and credit of his Majesty’s 
forces in India stand in the estimation of the native powers in as 
high a degree of respect as those of any part of the Company’s 
troops ? — I do certainly think that it does ; and my answer to the 
last question was meant to convey, that the operation of the 
system established "was calculated t5 raise it still higher, not upon 
its own merits (which, God knows, are as high as possible), but 
: upon the, depression of the other service. I neglected to answer 
. one part of the question connected with the European troops, 
which was, that I was convinced the feelings clierished by the Com - „ 

; pany’s officers were for a system that would produce emulation 
i with his Majesty’s troops, not jealousy ; and that if they felAhe loss 
f of Europeans, it was because they had lost, among other things, the 
power and opportunity of competing for honest fame, ijj. the front 
of the battle and in the breach, wdth his Majesty’s officers serving in 
India, from which they are in some degree excluded, as European 
troops are in general employed upon services of the greatest glory 
and danger. It seems impossible but that officers with that ad- 
vantage which the circumstance of their commanding Europeans 
gives them, must feel a superiority, and the other service must 
feel a consequent depression. I wish, to say in explanation, that 
all the officers in his Majesty’s service,, who have since 1796 held 
stations of principal command in India, ^re persons for whom I 

g2, ■ 
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liave the highest respect, and with all of whom I am personally 
acquainted. I feel hound to many of tjiose officers ties' of gra- 
titude and friendship ; and I believe there never was series of 
officers selected which did more honor to those by whom they 
were nominated; but it is a much easier task to show their high 
merits than to calculate the evil effects upon a whole service, by 
an exclusion which banishes all hope from their breasts of ever 
attaining the highest ranks in the service of their country. 

When Sir John Malcolm, being asked whether since 
1796 any Company’s officer had been appointed Com- 
maiider-in-Chief of any of the Presidencies, answered, “ I 
believe not one,” he might have said, “ Certainly not 
one.” It Avas reserved for the year 1856 to see such an 
appointment.* 

But although Malcolm, at this time, took as much 
interest in public affairs as at any other, and took part in 
them as much as an officer on furlough could ; although 
he visited his friends, saw all he could, both of men and 
things, and laid up good store of information to be of 
use to him in after days, lie found much time for quiet 
study. He devoted himself at intervals with great assiduity 
to the preparation of his History of Persia for tlfe press, 
often taking counsel with his brother Gilbert, from whose 
"scholarly taste his work derived considerable benefit. 
His “ Political History of India” had been favorably re- 
ceived ; but he felt assured that his History of Persia 
would eistablish for him a much higher reputation as an 
author. ' 

He was often called upon, during his residence in Eng- 
land, to give letters of introduction, and some times of 

^ At page 32, vol. i., there is a note pointed a Conimander-in-Chief. The 
on this subject with reference to Mai- appointment of General Patrick Grant 
colm’s declared opinions in 1794. It to the chief command of the Madras 
is there stated, but with particular re- army took place sk months later. ^ It 
ference to the time at wmch the sheet took just sixty years to give practical 
was printed, the summer of M5 5, that expression to Malcolm’s opinions as 
no Company’s officer had been ap- conveyed in that note. 
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advice to young men proceeding to India for the first 
time. ' Tifese last were* always distinguished by as mucli 
good feeling as good sense. From one addi^ssed to a 
relative, 1 take the following admirable passages, every 
word of which may be studied with advantage by the 
young soldier for whatever part of the world he may be 
bound: 

I You are now fairly started, and the sooner you learn ^ that to 
I he independent is to he respectable^ the better. You must lean on 
I no one; and as you have no money except your pay, you have a 
I reason for not spending more, that must not only satisfy but please 
I every sensible and honest man, and as to the fools and the unprin- 
I clpled, you will lose all my esteem if you have not courage enough 
I to despise their opinions. Many have an erroneous idea that an 
officer may be an idle fellow, and some conceive superior know- 
ledge is thrown away in the army; while the universal cant is 
that interest and money effect everything ; and Indolence ex- 
claims, ‘ Why should not I indulge, since neither merit nor exer- 
tion will ever forward my advancement T I trust, my dear Gilbert, 
you will never entertain such sentiments. An officer who desires 
distinction (and he must have a mean, wretched soul who does 
not) must he alike active in body and mind. He must devote 
every moment he can spare from duty to the improvement of his 
education, in the conviction that increased knowledge, if it should 
not even promote his advancement, must promote his happiiiessf 
He should join his companions in every manly excBcise and 
every moderate enjoyment, but shun vicious indulgence and in- 
temperance of every kind, as the bane of all his hopes and the ruin^ 
of all those expectations which his friends had forqjied. ■* To enable 
him to do this, I know of nothing more essential than that his 
heart should always have a home. Cherish your love for your sur- 
viving parent, for those who brought you tip, for them who will 
exult in your future good reputation, and whose hearts will bleed 
for your errors or misconduct. Habituate yourself to have such 
feelings always in your mind—they will enable you to withstand 
temptation, they will impart a fortitude that will overcome diffi- 
culties, and they will animate you in fee hour of danger. Com 
menco your career with a resolution to be a soldier, and give your 
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mind (if tlie impre^ioii is not already made) tlie conviction that 
there is no profession more virtuous^ more elevate^dj dr more 
glorious than that into which you have entered. As a^defender 
1 of your country you should feel an importance that will raise you 
above the motives of those who deem the army a livelihood, and 
continue in it merely because they can discover no better means 
of supporting themselves. Such men never can be enthusiasts, 
and without reah enthusiasm a person in your situation never can 
rise. If I could conceive that you ever would sink into one of 
those jog-trot animals, I should regret that I had not tried to place 
you behind a counter as a man-milliner. Do not mistake me about 
enthusiasm — I mean no light vaporing quality, such as unsteady 
characters often possess, whose efforts are born one moment and 
die the next ; but that noble resolution of the mind which no 
labor or danger daunts in the pursuit of its object, which fixes 
; , the subaltern for years to studies that are to enable him to excel 
when he is a field-officer, which leads him to inure himself to 
I privations in the time of plenty that he may not heed them where 
I they are unaToidable, and makes him court every kind of service 
1 : that can increase his chance of notice and distinction.” 

\i 

But whilst Malcolm was*^ thus doing his best to contri- 
bute to the benefit of the profession to which he be- 
longed, by elevating the character both of the ''service 
itself and its individual members ; whilst be was writing 
■books for the larger outside public, mixing freely with 
men ahd yet enjoying to the full the privileges of 
domestic life, time wore on, his family increased, his 
'fortune diminished, and he became increasingly anxious *■ 
about the future. He was not an extravagant, but he 
was a generous man ; and it takes many years to teach 
one who has lived all his adult life in India how to turn 
a moderate income to good account. Less than half a 
century before the period which this narrative has now 
reached, a man who had enjoyed a tithe of Malcolm’s 
opportunities of growing rich would have returned to 
England with a prodigious fortune, and swaggered about 
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as a yellow nabob. But Malcolm’s opportunities bad in 
reality b^n less tha^i no opportunities to him. His 
frequent visits to different Native Courts, any one of 
whicb, some years before, would have made a man in his 
position wealthy for life, had inflicted upon him a positive 
pecuniary loss. He would have returned to England a 
richer man if, instead of serving the State with unceasing 
activity, now in one part of the counti’y, now in anothei’, • 
sacrificing ease, comfort, health, everything but reputa- 
tion, he had abandoned himself, as he might have done, 
to the luxurious quietude of the Mysore Residency. 

That Malcolm’s unfailing zeal in the public service had 
entailed upon him a heavy pecuniary loss was a fact 
which had been recognised by the Governments both 
of Sir George Barlow and Lord Minto. They had 
brought his claims upon this score to the notice of the 
East India Company, but nothing, before his return to 
England, had been done to compensate him for the 
sacrifice he had made. His friends, therefore, recom- 
mended him to memorialise the Court of Directors ; 
and he did so under the assurance, at least of some of 
its members, that they would support his claims. But 
the Committee of Correspondence, to which, in those 
days, all such questions were referred, demurred to the 
amount named in the memorial. There was a tlivision 
of opinion among the Directors as to the sum that should 
be granted; the question, therefore, advanced slowly* 
towards an adjustment, and at last the Company granted 
to him, in compensation of losses, a sum (5000^.) much 
below the amount recommended by the Indian Govern- 
ments. 

It was' under an assured conviction of their justice 
that Malcolm advanced these claims; but there never 
was a man of a less sordid nature — ^never one who cared 
less for money for its own sake, or on his own account. 
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He used to say that it was so necessary to the comfort 
and happiness of the older members of his famy.y that he 
should possess a good income, and so essential in^espect 
of his means of advancing the younger, that he should 
live in a certain st5de, and associate with certain classes of 
society, that he believed it to be his duty to neglect no 
worthy means of enriching himself. His actions are the 
best proof of the sincerity with which this was said. It 
may be mentioned, as an illustration of the generous 
nature of the man, that, at the time of which I am now 
writing, when he had begun to find the expenses of 
English living telling hea\dly upon his resources,, one 
of his brothers, in the mercantile line, to whom he 
had made considerable advances, found his affairs in a 
state of hopeless embarrassment ; but Malcolm, with the 
prospect of a heavy loss before him, only said that his 
brother was a noble-hearted fellow, and that he rejoiced 
in nothing so much as in the thought of having assisted 
him. And when, some little time afterwards, this brother, 
partly by means of Malcolm’s influence, and partly by his 
own good conduct, succeeded in obtaining a good posi- 
tion in a Bombay mercantile house, and talked of shortly 
repaying his friends, John, although at the time somewhat 
depressed- by the thought of the diminution of his own 
resources, declared that he would on no account cripple 
his brother by taking from him capital which he knew 
dnust be §f so great importance to him at a time when 
he was embarking in a new business. It may be said 
that this is no more than the common duty of a brother. 
It may be no more than the common duty — ^but I am 
afraid that it is much more than the common practice. 

Malcolm was not a man in any place, or under any 
circumstances, to lack the means of occupation and enjoy- 
ment. If politics were out of his reach, he betook him- 
self to literature ; if he could not prosecute his studies. 
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he could derive both pleasure and profit from social 
intercouL^ ; and ther^ was ever happiness for him in his 
home. Jle was always busy, and he was always cheerful 
But he could not help feeling at this time that he was 
leading a desultory kind of life ; that time was wearing 
away, perhaps his energies diminishing, whilst he was 
not adding, in the way he desired, either to his present 
reputation or his claims upon the gratitude of posterity. 
He did not underrate the usefulness of the task he had 
set himself in preparing the History of Persia for the 
press ; but that employment was but of a temporary 
nature, and it was now fast drawing to a close. Besides, 
his talents were, as Sir James Mackintosh had said em- 
phatically, “ for active life.” Literature could not be in 
the story of such a man more than an episode — a di- 
gression. It was hardly in the nature of things that he 
should spend two or three years in England without 
longing again for the bustle of the camp and the excite- 
ment of the saddle. It was ranch more in his way to act 
history than to write it. 

It was the hegira, too, of great events — of memorable 
actions. All Europe was astir with the great deeds 
which General Wellesley — ^now Lord Wellington— -was 
doing in the Spanish peninsula. In whose heart were 
the triumphs of the “ Sepoy General ” likely to excite 
such emotions of pride and pleasure as in that of his old 
friend and companion who had taken swe^t counsel with 
him in the Mahratta Camp ? And who so likely as a 
man of Malcolm’s eager temperament to be warmed by 
these great events, in which his old familiar friend was 
the chief actor, into a strong and unappeasable desire to 
emerge from the quiet common-place life of an Indian 
officer on furlough? What great tidings had met him 
on his first arrival in England — Ciudad Eodrigo, Ba- 
dajoz, Salamanca ! And how had these been followed up 
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by other great exploits — Vittoria, St. Sebastian, Orthez! 
stirring the very depths of Malcolm’s heart, tnd ^almost 
makmg hhn wring his hands in despair — as lie had done 
at the thought of being absent from Assaye— when he 
reflected that such great achievements were being done 
by his friend, and that he, although a British soldier, 
who had spent long years in camp, and had been Wel- 
lington’s comrade, could not now be the humblest of his 
lieutenants. 

Military employment in Europe, Malcolm knew was, 
according to the constitution of the two services, an im- 
possibility.’^ He turned to the East as to his legitimate 
field of action ; and as his ranlc at that time precluded 
hhn from high military command, sought again diplo- 
matic employment. He had at one time thought of ob- 
taining the goverumeut of Bombay in succession to Mr. 
Duncan, but that appointment had been conferred on 
Sir Evan Nepean. From this he turned his thoughts to 
the possibility of being appjom ted, under the Crown, am- 
bassador to Constantinople. All his schemes he com- 
municated to Lord Wellington, and sought his advice 
regarding them. The common answer was to the effect, 
that if a man wishes to advance himself in England he 
Inust get into Parliament and fight his way. Wellington 
dwelt, too, upon the general tendency that there was in 
^England to underrate the abilities of Indian statesmen. 
The lettejfs, of which I subjoin some, were not very en- 


couraging : 


The Duke of Weiliiigton had at 
this time a very strong opiuioa that 
the officers of the Company’s army 
ought to he available for service in Eu- 
rope, and he would fain have had Mal- 
colm and Munro with him in the Pe- 
ninsula. In a letter to Lord Melville, 
runder date March 12 , 1812 , he says: 
I “ I think it would he a very l^nedcial 


arrangement to allow officers in the 
service of the Company to cxciiangc 
into the service of the" lung, and for 
the Company’s service as well as the 
public, that his Majesty might be en- 
abled to avail himself oi* the service in 
Europe of officers who had served the 
East India Company in India.” 
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LORD WELLIKOTON TO COLONEL MALCOLM. 

■f 

f ^ Near Painpelmia, June 26, 1813, 

My L«AR Malcolm,— I am very mucli obliged* to you for 
your letter of tlie 22nd of May, wliicb I received by the last post, 

and for tlie sword wbicli you liave given me. I have not 

mpcli leisure to attend now to Indian concerns, altbougb I always 
feel an interest about tbem, I bave been frequently astonislied at 
tlie indifference with wliicli public men in England considered ^ 
tlie talents of those who had served in India, possibly because I 
was partial to those endowed with them, and entertained a higher 
opinion of those talents than the Ministers. But the fact is so. 
We must observe, however, that to hold office in England is a 
favor conferred upon the individual, and is not a right, as it is in 
India ; and he who has the disposal of the patronage of the Crown 
must be induced to bestow office by motives of friendship for the 
individual, by a. sense that he can serve his interests, or is more 
eminently qualified than another to serve the public. Although 
I had long been in habits of friendship with the public men of 
the day, and had some professional claims to public notice when I 
returned to England, I believe I should have been but little 
known, and should not be what I am, if I had not gone into Par- 
liament. I would, therefore, advise you to go into Parliament if 
you can afford it, if you look to high public employment. I 
likewise recommend to you not to fix yourself upon Lord Wel- 
lesley, or any other great man. You are big enough, unless much 
altered, to walk alone; and you will accomplish your object 
soonest in that way. Don’t, however, be in a hurry. 

You will hear of events here. I have taken more gmns from 
these fellows in the last action than I took at Assaye, without 
much more loss, Upon about seventy thousand nign engaged? 
The two armies were nearly equal in numbers^* but they cannot 
stand us now at all. 

Ever, my dear Malcolm, yours most sincerely, 

■■ ; Wellington. 

LORE WELLINGTON TO COLONEL MALCOLM. 

August^ IS, 1813. 

My DEAR Malcolm, — I have received your letter of the 25th 
of July. I doii fc think I can be of much use to you in any way, 
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and I should imagine of none in forwarding your views upon 
Constantinople. That Court is sometimes the seat oj^ important 
diplomatic Piegotiations, and at others a seat of splendid mtreat for 
ambassadors. You would be considered an interloper By^either 
the active or the declining diplomat. You had better adhere to . 
your objects in India. Get into Parliament if you can afford it ; 
be nobody’s man but your own, and you will soon be known, and j 
will get on. 

Ever yours most sincerely, 

Wellington. 

I am afraid your brother-in-law wiU lose his leg, but he is in 
good health, and will get a pension in return. I have recom- 
mended him for promotion.* 

Ill tlie summer of the following year Wellington re- 
turned for a little space to England, and was received as 
no man, perhaps, ever was received before, by a grateful 
and admiring nation. But in the midst of the popular 
enthusiasm that surrounded him he was not forgetful of 
his old “Deccanee” friend. He had not been many 
hours in London, before he made his way to Malcolm’s 
house in Manchester-street, eager to shake him by the 
hand, and excited the incredulity of an old Scotch ser- 
vant by announcing himself as the Duke of Wellington. 
After a fortnight’s ovation in England he sailed as am- 
bassador to France, leaving Malcolm more than ever 
liound to him by ties of the strongest personal respect 
and affectfen. , 

The latter part of 1814 and the earlier months of 1815 
saw Malcolm principally in London. In the April of the 
latter year he was created a Knight Commander of the 
Bath, with the first batch of Company’s ofllcers upon 
whom the order had ever been conferred. Two months 

^ Lieiiteiiaaat-Colonel Campbell. He in the last edition of Gurwood^s col- 
afterwards died from ibe effects of lection, 
his wounds. This letter is published 
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befor^ his brothers James and Pulteny had been deco- 
rated in Ihe same maipier. Thus from an obscure farm- 
house im. Eskdale had gone forth three sturdy boys to 
carve their way to distinction, and travelling by different 
roads, they had reached, almost at the same time, the 
same goal, and had won their spurs by good hard ser 
vice, of which Scotland may well be proud. 

In the summer of this year appeared the History of 
Persia in two quarto volumes, and was received with 
great favor by the critics and by the larger outside circle 
of the public. It was a very storehouse of information 
relating to a country of which in those days very little 
was known. There was a growing taste, too, for Orienta- 
lism at that time. Our poets were singing melodiously 
about the glowing East; and although India Proper had 
in men’s minds rather a dull commercial atmosphere 
about it, Persia, Caubul, Cashmere, Bokhara, and other 
little-trodden Eastern countries were regarded as the 
very cradles of poetry and romance. A history of 
Persia from the pen of a man with a great Oriental 
reputation, who had twice visited in an ambassadorial 
character the Court of the King of Kings, was likely to 
be read with avidity both by people of an imaginative 
cast of mind and by those who, regarding the country 
rather from a political than from a poetical point'of view, 
consulted a work of such large scope and elaborate 
research for the sake of the substantial facts that it con* 
tained. 

Prom many of the most eminent literary men of the 
day Malcolm received letters of warm congratulation 
upon the appearance of his History.* Sir James Mac- 

^ It is imicli to be regretted tliat late Lady Campbell. Among others 
many of these are irrecoverably lost, was a very warm and most interesting 
They were in the possession of Sir letter of thanks from Lord Byron. 
John Malcolm’s eldest daughter, the 
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Miitosb, mitiog to Hm on the sixbject, added, “ Perbaps 
yon bare beard that Lord Grenville is one of tb®. wannest 
panegyrists of your History of Persia. When, be4xad got 
througb tbe first volume, be spoke of it with a warmtb 
whieb is often, I verily believe, in bis feelings, but very 
seldom in bis language. I ought to add, tbat I had not 
written to him on tbe subject, and from the tendency of 
your evidence before both Houses, be bad, perbaps, 
some prejudices, which you have now conquered.* 
What is said of my Indian friends in the article on 
Elpbinstone is an act of mere justice, performed after 
much deliberation, and as a tribute to the merit of those 
who have risen in my estimation since my return to 
Europe. I hope you think that Elphinstone’s. claims 
are reconciled with those of Kimrier in a fair spu‘it.”f 
From Walter Scott, Malcolm received a hearty letter, 
saying: “I cannot refuse myself the opportunity of 
thanking you for the information and amusement I have 
derived and am deriving _^from your very interesting 
account of Persia; a history so much wanted in our 
literature, and which may be said to form the connecting 

^ In another letter. Sir Janies Mac- Some of these accomplished gentlemen 
kintosh says : “ At Bropmore, where I have since distinguished themselves in 
spent the* last few days, yon were not European diplomacy. Others have by 
only on thn table, hut frequently on valuable works enabled the public to 
the Lord Grenville, who is very^ estimate their talents : some have dis- 

cxact and severe in his Judgment of played the minds and the knowledge of 
iKnglisli style, paid you the compliment lawgivers and statesmen in their exa- 
of frequent verbal criticism, which I minatioii before both Houses of Par- 
shall communicate to you at meeting liament. Mr. Elpiiiiistone and Sir 
for the second edition. John Malcolm were chosen by Lord 

f The allusion is to a review of Minto for the embassies to Persia and 
Elphinstone’s CmM in the Min- Caiibul Both were, indeed, pointed 
burgh, in which Mackintosh says: out to him by the general voice of 
Eew governments had servants better India.” In i]iQ Quarterly there were 
qualified for diplomatic missions, by some remarks on Elphinstone’s book, 
general understanding and local expe- intended to neutralise or qualify the 
lienee, by perfect knowledge of the high praises of Hiq Mmb?i}'gJi, and 
interest of t^r own and the neigh- which greatly roused Malcolm’s anger, 
homing states, and by familiarity mth He wrote a strong letter on the sub- 
the maimers, languages, and character Ject^ to Gifford, hut I regret my in- 
of the country to which they were sent, ability to find a copy of it. 
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link between that of Greece and that of Asia. I cannot 
enough* ac^nire the paips which it must have cost you, 
among si^ny pressing avocations and duties, to collect 
and compose the materials of so large and important a 
work. I Avish also to mention to you, that if you should 
have any thought of setthng on TAveedside, Mr. Sibbald’s 
very handsome villa at Gledswood is noAv in the mai'ket, 
and in all probability, OAving to the circumstances of the 
time, may be had very reasonably. I have a very selfish 
Anew in giving you this hint, for Gledswood is only five 
or six miles from my cottage. I long for some opportu- 
nity of talking over Persia and Border anecdotes Avith 
you.” 

The publication of a work of distinguished merit al- 
ways enlarges the circle of a man’s friends. It is one of 
the great and unspeakable iirivileges of literature that it 
breaks down many barriers of reserve and exclusiveness, 
and to him who labors worthily in the great calling, 
opens hearts and homes Avhich othei’Avise would be 
closed against him. To Malcolm, litera]^ success was of 
less importance than to most men, and had less effect 
upon his social status. But the exception, in his case, 
was one only of degree. He had mixed largely with^ 
mankind since his return to England; he had made 
many acquaintances and secured some friends among dis- 
tinguished men of all nations.* The success he had 
achieved in active life would liaAm obtaine(^ for.'him con- 
sideration, and his fine social qualities were sure to 

Among otliers witli wliom. lie esr : tenant-General, and one of tlic first 
tablislied a lasting friendsMp was officers in tbe Russian service. I 
Gount Woronzofj tlio Russian General.^ never met witli a man of morein- 
The young Count Woronzoff/^he formation, plain sense, .and talent, 
wrote in one of his pri<^ate letters. He and ^ are quite at home in Georgia, 
who Im been so distinguished in all where lie served."^ Tiiis was in 
the latr campaigns, breakfasts and the winter of , 18 14 —before the ap- 
passes the morning with me to-morrow, pearance of Ms History, the first issue 
He is only twenty-one, and is a Lieu- of which was in July, 1815, 
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render Mm ■welcome, wherever he went. But there were 
some, nevertheless, who would hs^ve known little of him, 
and cared nothing for him, hut for his hooks ; ^id they 
were not those of whose friendship, in after life, he was 
least proud. 

But literatm’e, as I have already said, was never more 
than a sort of digression in Malcolm’s life ; and now, 
whilst on the eve of bringing his History before the 
world, great events were passing wMch made him again 
wring his hands with despair at the thought of the inac- 
tivity to which he was condemned. Napoleon escaped 
from Elba. The Congress of Vienna %vas broken up. 
The Duke of Wellington was appointed to the command 
of the array on the Continent ; the battle of Waterloo 
was fought ; the allied armies entered Paris ; and people, 
half mad with excitement, rushed to the French capital, 
eager to witness the grand scenes presented by the mili- 
tary occupation of such a city at such a time. Among 
others who went to Paris in July, 1815, was Sir John 
Malcolm, The Duke of Wellington sent him a message 
expressing a wish to see him there; so, accompanied by 
Colonel Allan, he started for Ostend, where his brother. 
Sir Pulteny Malcolm, was in command of the English 
fleet. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

AETER WATERLOO. 

[ 1815 .] 

AUMVAI. AT OSTEND— JOTJENUT TO TAEIS—EECEPTIOH BY THE BFKE OF WEL- 
LINOTOK— COHVEUSATIONS WITH THE EUKE— SIGHT-SEEING AND SATANS — 
THE PEUSSIAN AEMX— -DESTEIJCTION OF WOEKS OF AET— 'HUMBOLDT— WALTEll 
SCOTT— JODENEY TO CHALONS'— EEVIEW OF THE EDSSIAN AEMY— ITS CHA- 
EACTEE AND CONSTITUTION — EETUEN TO BAEIS— TO ENGLAND — LAST YEAH 
AT HOME — PEEPAEATIONS FOE DEPAETUEE TO INDIA. 

On the ISth of July, 1815, Malcolm, accompanied by 
Colonel Allan, went down t® Dover and crossed the 
Channel to Ostend in a yacht. After, a land-and-sea 
journey,of twenty-four hours he entered that unsavory 
seaport. There he found his brother Pulteny, who com- 
manded the fleet, comfortably housed in a spacious man- • 
sion and there, together with his oompagnon de wyooge^ 
he was hospitably entertained. On the 18th, they em- 
barked on one of those commodious passage-boats, or * 
• treohshv/yts^ towed by horses along the .great canal, 
which then, and many years afterwards, monopolised 
nearly all the traffic between Ostend and Bruges — and 
again on from Bruges to Ghent, It was a lazy, somnolent 

_* In oae of Malcolm’s letters to Ms "TMs place itself,” lie added, “if it 
■wife, lie says that both. Ostend and had cocoa-nnt trees, -would be India all 
Pnlteny’s bouse reminded Mm of India, over. Pulteny has a magnificent house, 
“The appearance of this coast,” he -which by the size of its rooms and its 
wrote, “ is in every respect like Madras paucity of furniture you might suppose 
. — ^no lo-w sand-hills — all a dead level.” a mansion on Choultry plain.” 

• ■ « ' ' 
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moclq, of travelling provocative of little incident. And if 
Malcolm liad not passed, on tlie ,canal, two British regi- 
ments— the 21st and 62nd — and seen the banks!!crowded 
with men, women, and children, dancing and waltzing 
whilst one of the regimental bands was playing a lively 
time, he would have had nothing to record in his jourEal. 

Pushing on with all speed to Brussels, he found many 
most interesting traces of the great struggle of winch its 
neighbourhood had been the scene. The city, indeed, 
was now little more than a great hospital. There he 
“ met General Frederick Adam* and James Elpliinstone, 
both recovering.” “ Dined at Adam’s,” he chronicles in 
his journal — “ a very pleasant party. Adam heard the 
Duke of ‘Wellington say, at sis o’clock on the 18th, ‘J 
thmh noic ice shall icin ' " Malcolm then speaks of the 
feelings of the people towards our troops : 

“ Yesterday,” continues the journal, “ a Fleming told us that 
the men of Flanders were delighted to have a Scotch soldier quar- 
tered on them — ^had no violent objection to English — hut hated 
Prussians The reason stated was, that the Scotchmen were 
quiet and honest. The men of the English regiments^ though 
sometimes a little riotous, always respected master of the house. 
The Prussians did not, hut made servants of them. I thought 
'there was some flattery in this statement, hut Doctors Thompson 
and Somerville (high names) stated to-day, that since they had 
been in Brussels, visiting the hospitals, many men had heen 
-■ brought in whom the inhabitants had taken wounded from the 
field of battle, j>nd had concealed in their houses, that they might, 
enjoy the luxury of aiding them in their distress. Many of these 
ivere Scotch; and the people, when they brought them in, called 
them their ‘ dear Scotch.' ” 

On tbe following day tbe journalist writes — and the 
entry should be held in remembrance — 

* Afterwards, Sir IVederidt Adam, Cliief Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, 
and Governor of Madras. 
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Went tills moming through the hospitals -with Doctors Thomp- 
son and Somerville. We were met by the surgeons in charge; 
and saw n^y 2000 English and French wounded ; and no sight 
could he more gratifying than the care and skill of the surgeons, 
the cleanliness, comfort,, and good arrangement of the hospitals.” 

On tlie morning of the 20tli of July, Malcolm rode 
out to Waterloo. It was with no ordinary emotion that 
he contemplated a scene, which had suddenly risen out 
of the obscurity of an expanse of farm-land into one of 
the most celebrated battle-fields ever named in the his- 
tory of the world. His feelings were those of mingled 
exultation and regret. A glorious victory had been 
achieved, and he had not been there even to witness it. 
“ As I approached this field of fame,” he wrote in his 
journal, “my feelings of exultation as an Englishman 
were checked by a recollection that ! had personally no 
share of the glory of that wonderful day. To have been 
even a spectator in such an action ’must give fame for 
life.” General Adam sent his^ aide-de-camp to explain 
to Malcolm “ the particulars of the position of the two 
armies.” The latter spent three hours on the field, and 
jotted down in his note-book many particulars of the 
great battle. I do not know that they much differ from 
those which have been already given to the world. 

Having thus visited Waterloo j Malcolm proceeded on- 
ward to Paris. He and Colonel Allan had been joined 
by Lord John Campbell, who was glad to Jfornj one of 
their party. Everywhere on the road through Belgium 
the people were loud in praise of the discipline and good 
conduct of the English. On the 24th of July they 
reached Paris. The Allied Armies were there. Wel- 
lington was there. The Emperors of Eussia and Austria 
and the King of Prussia were there. Many of the most 
celebrated statesmen of Europe were there. Englishmen of 
. all kinds— from eminent authors, as Mackintosh and Scott, , 

. H 2 
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to idle tourists liungering after a sensation — ^liad flocked 
to Paris to see the show. The great Prenoli capital, 
indeed, was in a chronic state of spectacle. >^alcolm 
went thither under the happiest auspices. His old friend 
Arthur Wellesley was now, in Paris the great focus of at- 
traction — in the world, the foremost man of Ms age. ^ 

Malcolm never doubted for a moment the reception he 
would receive from the conqueror of Napoleon and the 
deliverer of Europe ; and he was not disappointed. The 
Duke of Wellington received Mm cordially, as an old 
friend; and talked to him unreservedly, as to one by 
whom he desired to be thoroughly understood. They 
had many interesting conversations, the substance of 
which, and often the words, Malcolm chronicled at the 
time in his journal. I feel, therefore, that I cannot do 
• better now than leave the journalist to speak for himself : 

Paris, JiJLY, 1815, 

July 24. — Arrived at two P.M., as the army of the Duke of Wel« 
‘ lington were passing in review before the Emperors of Austria, 
Eussia, Kings of Prussia and the Netherlands, and all the principal 
Henerals and Staff, &c., who stood in front of the Tuileries to 
see the heroes of Waterloo. They were not, I w'as toid imme- 
^diately afterwards, less surprised at their fine appearance than 
their numbers. They amounted to 65,000, -which is more than 
they webe at the battle of the IStli. 

I went to the Duke’s hotel. He had not returned from the 
“ review, so^Allan and myself left our names, and the moment he 
came in (fiVe e^lock), Colonel Campbell brought us a message re- 
questing we would dine with him, and that we would bring Lord 
John Campbell, who was our fellow-traveller. We found the 
Duke with a large party seated at dinner. He called out, in his 
luaual manner, the moment I entered, Ah ! Malcolm, I am de- 
lighted to see you.” I went and shook hands, introduced Lord 
Lohn Campbell, and then sat down. I mention this trifle because 
it showed me at once that his astonishing elevation had not pro- 
duced the slightest change. The tone — ^tlie manner — everything 
was the - '' f ^ • 
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Aftei^dinner, lie left a party lie was with when I entered, and, 
shaking by the hand, retired to one end of the room, where 
he shortlyJtated what had occurred within the eventful month. 

People ask me for an account of the action,” he said. I tell 
them it was hard pounding on both sides, and we pounded the 
hardest. There was no manoeuvring,^^ he said; ^‘Buonaparte 
kept his attacks, and I was glad to let it be decided by the troops. 
There are no men in Europe that can fight like my Spanish ^ 
infantry ; none have been so tried. Besides,” he added with 
enthusiasm, my army and I know one another exactly. We 
have a mutual confidence, and are never disappointed.”— ‘‘ You 
had, however,” I observed, more than one-half of your troops, of 
other nations.”— “ That did not signify,” he said, for I had dis- 
covered the secret of mixing them up together. Had I employed 
them in separate corps I should have lost the battle. The Hano- 
verians,^^ he added, “ are good troops, but the new Dutch levies 
are bad. They, however, served to fill gaps, and I knew where 
to place them.” After some more conversation on this subject 
he went up to Allan, and began the conversation again. 

Allan and myself expressed our gratification at seeing the state 
of the hospitals at Brussels, and told him how delighted we were 
to find that through the discipliite he had established, and the 
good conduct of the troops, the English diameter stood so high 
that the ^larne was a passport to the houses of those they had con- 
quered. He said that he had done everything he could to effect 
this object. “ The Prussians,” he observed, behaved horridly, ^ 

I and had not only lost character, but their object, for more was 
’ destroyed than taken; and in such scenes of indisoriminate pil- 
! lage and harshness, those who deserved to suflPer often escaped, 
j and the benefit, when there was any, generally fell to^them who 
5 deserved it least. My doctrine has always been^riie same,” said 
f he; “to go to work systematically— to play light wfith indivi- 
I duals, but grind the state.” I remarked that he had taken 
1 advantage of an event which staggered credulity — that of an 
English army occupying the capital of France — to act in a 
,, manner that was calculated to soften the asperity and lessen the 
' hatred of two great rival nations. “That very observation,” he 
■ replied, “ was made to me some days ago by Talleyrand.” — “I 
I trust, however,” I added, “ that France will be deprived of 
means of attacking other particularly the newly-created 

1 ■ • . - 
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kingdom of tlie Netkerlands, for tliey may he termed, as a nation, 
the most elastic in the world.” He said that was trne, and care 
slionid he*" taken; but I thought that he seemed tcMhink dis- 
mantlmg the frontier places was better than giving them up. 

When I stated that I could not discover any great strength in 
the position at the battle of Waterloo, but that it seemed ^the 
description of ground that might have heen impartially chosen to 
decide a day between two great iiations, he replied that there was 
no advantage; that the French artillery had rather the highest 
ridge* I asked Mm if he knew the foundation of the assertion 
made by Lord Bathurst, with respect to his (Wellington’s) having 
surveyed the ground and declared he would fight a battle there 
if he could. He said that he had directed the ground to be 
looked at, and in the impression that it might be a good site for a 
few troops, as it was clear of the forest, and commanded two great 
roads ; but he never had, he said, thought of fighting a battle there. 
i« The fact is,” he observed, I should have fought them on the 
17t}i at Quatre Bras, if the Prussians had stood their ground. 
My retiring to Waterloo was an act of necessity, not choice.” I 
asked him if Blucher had co-operated well. Nothing could be 
better,” he said. sent him word that 1 knew I should be 
attacked at Waterloo* He said he would he ready on the 19th. 
^ That would not answer,’ I replied, ^ as I was assured I should be 
attacked on the ISth, and that I would he satisfied with Billow’s 
corps.’ Blucher then wrote or sent word that he would send 
^/Bulow’s corps and another; and came himself with his whole 
army to my support.” The Duke said he saw Billow at three. 

The j?riissians had told him,” he said, about tlieir Horse.” 

T he Prince Pozzo di Boigo, who dined with us, told me that 
he was wblh the Duke through the whole day of the 18th. ^^It 
was one of thdie actions,” lie said, that depended upon the com- 
mander being continually in the hottest place, for nothing could 
be neglected. We were a greatpart of the tinie,” he said, ^^between 
the two armies, hut the coolness of the Duke,” he added, is not 
to he described. Considerable troops of Belgians stationed at 
Hougoumont gave way. The Duke, turning to me, said, smiling, 
* VoiM des coquins avec qui il faut gagner une bataille.’ ” I was 
so struck with this characteristic anecdote, that I went to the 
Duke, and I asked Mm if it was true. He said Pozzo di Borgo 
had repeated Ms e»ct words. I was much pleased with the con- 
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versatioij of Pozzo di Borgo. He said, speaking of Mettermdfct, 
tliat he did not merit th^ abuse that was giTen him. Some 
men,’’ said*^e, direct circumstances, others go along %ith them. 

He is not of the first class.” This observation was made in reply to 
some remarks Sir S. Smith had made upon Metternich’s character. 
Pozzo di Borgo told me, that he had maintained throughout the 
whde country that England was lost if her Ministers ever ad- 
mitted any negotiation that proceeded on the possibility of either ^ 
Great Britain or her possessions in India being invaded. 

July 25,— ... ... Dined with the aides-de-camp at the 
Duke of Wellington’s.* After dinner went to the Opera. The 
ballet and scenery beautiful. The stage is more admirably filled 
than in England, and all appea^r so much more at their ease. All 
that belong to it are in place, all upon it are at home. The ballet, 
which was a new one, was called ^^ L’Heuteux: Retour,” and was 
written for the occasion. Pretty French girls kissed some National 
Guards till they put on the white ribbon. Two sulky fellows of 
the Horse Guards who had been wounded at Waterloo came on 
with Napoleon’s badges, and it was some time before their surly 
valor could be subdued. It was at last; and all ranks danced 
together, while white banners, covered with fieurs-de-lis, and upon 
which were painted L’Esperanc^’ and *‘La Paix,” floated over 
them. The only foreigners introduced in 4he ballet were an 
English.. ofi&cer that had saved a young man of the National 
Guard, and a party of Highlanders, who danced reels in high 
style. This was meant as a high compliment. The piece was^ 
applauded. . * 

I went with Colonel Allan this morning to pay our respects to 
Lord Gastlereagh, Lord Stewart, and Sir Charles Stewart. The 
latter, who was dressing, sent us a message that he w^s going to 
see the Emperor of Austria, and would be giadlSD see us there. 
We went home and put on our uniform. The Emperor occupies 
the H6tel du Marechal Berthier, on the Boulevards. We found 
no state, except a guard of grenadiers, very fine-looking fellows, 
but of rather a heavy make. There were two or three aides- 
de-camp in attendance, and fourteen or fifteen English to be 
introduced. When we were ushered into another room, we found 
the Emperor standing alone. He had on a plain grey uniform, 


^ Tke Biike dined at Lord Gastlereagli’s. 
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tlie collar and cape of whicli were trimmed witli silvei;;. He is 
very tliin, not tall, and liis liigli slioulders, narrovc chest, and 
awkwardly-hanging arms, make him look unlike his liigh station. 
We were each in our turn introduced by Lord Stewart, and the 
Emperor was civil to all, and spoke a good deal to several of the 
party, particularly to Sir Charles Stewart. When this ceremony 
vras over, he addressed his conversation generally to the party, and 
showed, in the remarks he made, plain sense and good feeling. 

We had been instructed by the past,” he observed, and should 
now have real peace” The wotA peace seemed to come from his 
heart. 

I met General Archibald Campbell this morning, who repeated 
an excellent anecdote told by an Hanoverian officer, who was 
taken prisoner on the 18th, and carried before Buonaparte at six 
o’clock on the eveiiing of that day. He describes him as in a 
great rage, which was increased by his declaring his total inability 
to answer the inq^uiries he made respecting the strength of the 
army, and the plans of the Duke of Wellington, He affirms that 
Buonaparte, after abusing him, turned in a fury of passion to one 
of his generals, and exclaimed, VI have beat these English twice 
to-day, but they are such beasts (si betes) that they do not know 
when they are beaten.” He*" aiE’terwards bade the Hanoverian 
officer be carried away. “ Treat him,” he said, “ with the respect 
you would show an English officer,” The consequenc;c of this 
order was a heating with the hacks of the swords of those who 
^ guarded him. 

July 21. — Walked this morning through the gardens of the 
Tuilerids. The scene is gay and pleasing. The gardens have 
much more resemblance to those I have seen in front of Oriental^ 
palaces than any I have seen in Europe. When we were near the 
palace, th^ Dwehess of Angouleme arrived from England. We 
joined a croAvd under a window where she was expected to show 
herself. After we had waited a considerable time, she appeared, 
and the shouts of ‘‘ Vive ie Roi!” Vive Madame !” Vive la 
Duchessc!” were general. She seemed in excellent spirits, and 
more than I could have expected. The joy which the people of 
this capital display on such occasions makes me melancholy. I 
continue to think of what has past. They seem satisfied with the 
present, and are wiser. .... 

July 28. — ‘Went to the Pantheon, a fine but unfinished build- 
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ing. % » Went next to view the Musee Royal des Monu*- 

ments Francfis. . . , . ‘V^hen we came Into the last room an 
event occj^red which was most striking. Workmen had jnst 
placed some hoards to remove a fulhlength statue of Joseph Buona- 
parte, and as we were entering^ this figure of the ex-King of 
Spain was in the rough hands of those who had been sent to per- 
form the work. Our guide, who was a fine-looking fellow, and 
very intelligent, had before shown the spirit which he tried to 
conceal on hearing a young gentleman who had joined our party 
remark on the present state ofajBfairs. A country,” he observedi 
“ though its army has been twice beaten, is not conq[uered.” 
When he saw what the workmen were doing, his color mounted 
to his face. It was evidently a struggle to repress his feelings. 
He retired with Colonel Allan and me to a little distance, and 
then said: “ See what they are doing, T^ey a^^ wrong. The 
people can^t hear this. Buonaparte,” he added, has twenty voices 
for every one that is given to a Bourbon. Could you but have 
marked, he said, the different manner in which the king and 
he were received, you would have seen the difference between a 
heart and a tongue. You English,” he concluded, with great 
emphasis, ‘‘ possess the greatest man that ever existed in the world, 
and there is nothing you may not attain if you play your game 
well.” He seemed, though very polite, unwilling to listen to the 
moderate observation w’’e made upon the character of his hero, but 
at last he applied to him a sentence which, I believe, was origi- 
nally written on Cardinal Mazarin : “ He has done too much good 
for any man to speak ill of him, and too much evil for any one to 
speak well of him.” ^ 

29.-— I met with General Macaulay, and went to see De 
Sacy, Humboldt, and Denon. We found only the latter at home. ' 
This celebrated traveller and artist appears in his »id a’ge to have 
arrived at all that one could desire. He possesses wealth and 
reputation, and in his excellent mansion he has a splendid and 
well-arranged private museum, that contains all the curiosities he 
has collected in his own travels, and many others that he has col- 
lected during a life devoted to the object. Among the most 
remarkable of his antiquities are two or three scrolls of writing in 
an unknown language, which he found in the hands of mummies, 
the age of which is proved by history to be above 4000 years. 
The lady^s foot which he found in Egypt, and which lie so well 
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describes m his TmTels, is very perfect, and still beautihil, from 
its exquisite shape, which, it is evideidJ, pains were %ken to pre- 
serve. speaking with Denon, I was surprised him 

unacquainted with the name of Rubruquis, the most ancient and, 
in my opinion, the most sincere of French Asiatic travellers. I 
conclude the name of Monk has prevented the modern pliilpso- 
pliers of France from attending to this WTiter, for they are, I 
believe, all of the creed of VbUaire, Irreligion is, indeed, the 
system. General Macaulay told me that having heard a school 
was commenced in Paris on the plan of Lancaster, he went to see 
it; there were ten or twelve pupils, and they seemed to go on 
well under the instruction of a young man who appears to have 
both learning and religion. He told Macaulay that as he thought 
nothing could he more proper to teach youth than the Bible, he 
translated some passages, but Carnot had desired him by no ineans 
to continue that practice. II m^a ditf said the schoolmaster, 
que la BUh etait uti livre daiigeveux ; and ever since, he 
added, we have ceased to teach from it” Macaulay told this* 
anecdote to De Sacy, who expressed regret, but said there was 
nothing in the occurrence that surprised him. 

We wen^ to FHotel des Monnaies, and saw some very fine 
medals. After that I visited FHdpital des InvalideSj which is a 
fine building, but «mot equal to Greenwich, except the dome of 
the church, which is magnificent. We saw here the models of 
ail the fortified towns in France, made of wood and with colored 
^ sand, so as to give the most beautiful and accurate representations 
of the towns and their environs. Those of Besangon and Brest are 
particularly fine; not a building, or a field, or a mountain, or a 
hillock were omitted. The first of these models had been made 
^ nearly two centuries ago, and Louis the Fourteenth had directed 
a number <5f them to he added, in order to teach his children 
the science of fortification. The vanity of Buonaparte had 
been gratified by a very fine representation of the battle of 
Lodi. He would have suifered no slight humiliation if lie had 
witnessed the scene we did. The Prussians had packed up ten, 
and were breaking up the models of Lille and Valenciennes for the 
same purpose, when we were there. The French officer in 
charge presented a picture of extreme misery. He had asked 
them, he said, for an order. They had pointed to the bayonet 
of a guard. couH forgive their violence,” he said, if they 
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Had not^been so barbarous as to refuse aid in the mode of packing ; 
but tbey scorned all advices, and these fine models,” he added, 

which h4re been made at such labor and expense; will be all 
destroyed.” 

July W . — Went early this morning to the Ghamp de Mars, 
where we found six Prussian corps, the Mite of the army, paraded. 
We introduced ourselves to some officers, and were permitted to 
examine each corps separately. Nothing could be finer than their ^ 
appearance. The men were young, tall, and their dress and 
equipment complete— a coat, the body of which fitted like a 
shell, with a small skirt, a leather cap of round shape, in- 
creasing to the top, a very long round hlack feather, or rather 
tuft. Some corps had black, and others white leather cross-belts, . 
and one of the same leather crossed the chest to bind on a neat 
and light knapsack, made of goatskin with the hair out, on the 
top of which was a small canteen; across the left shoulder, the 
cloak, wiiicli defended him from rain, and in which he bivouacked, 
was slung in a very convenient manner. It was rolled up so 
neatly and tightly, that it could not be more than six or seven 
inches round. It seemed made of a texture that resembled the 
Indian cumly more than cloth. Their firelocks appeared good, 
hut the barrel was fastened on to the stock with brass clamps, that 
must make it, I should think, troublesome to oiean. The infantry 
guards were dressed in blue, with white pantaloons (loose to the 
ankles) and shoes. The Gardes du Corps in white and grey pan- 
taloons. The riilemen in green, and they had each a small sword,^ 
which was made to fasten on their carhine-rifle. 

After we had looked at this fine body of men, who amounted 
to 4500, for some time, they were ordered to form a square, which 
they did, and the King and all his staff entered. A staff-officer ^ 
of rank came to Lord J. Gampbell, Allan, and myselfT and told us 
to enter the square. Religious service was performed by a single 
clergyman. His pulpit was two drums. When he prayed, every 
one took off his hat. He gave out, as is the usage in Scotland, 
every verse of the psalms, and it was played after him by a de- 
lightful hand, who were accompanied by about thirty grenadiers, 
who acted as chonsters, and sang admirably. The sermon (which 
was not read) was apparently (for I did not understand a word of 
it) a very eloquent discourse, and preached with great animation; 
nothing could exceed the attention with which it was heard. The 
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King stood alone, in a plain Hue uniform with grey paHaloons. 
His aide-de-camp, tlie Prince Charles ^of Mecldenbuig, was near 
Mm; the rest of the staffs among whom was the Priace Royal, 
stood apart. 

After divine service was finished, the regiments formed line. 
The King passed down the line, and they afterwards marched 
past him in divisions. I never can forget the emotions excited by 
this scene. The plain but impressive piety of the clergyman, the 
attention of his audience, their appearance and discipline, and 
the spot where they returned thanks to God for the victory they 
had gained, were all calculated to fill the mind with reflections. 

Went to the top of Montmartre, from whence there is by far the 
finest view I have yet seen of Paris. We afterwards visited le 
Jardin des Plantes, and the fine menagerie and museum attached 
to it. In the evening I dined with the Duke of Wellington, and 
as I sate next to him, I had a great deal of very interesting con- 
versation. lie has a very low opinion of the French as a nation, 
and says at present they have not a man, either as a general or a 
statesman, that can be called great. I discover from his con- 
versation it is meant to levy a heavy contribution upon them 
(2,000,000/.). He said that he had been much abused in Eng- 
land because he prevented blc/wing up the Bridge of J ena. I ' 
told him they had abused him more for giving Fouche a dinner. 
^^They do not know what they want in England; but if they 
think an administration of honest and honorable men can be found 
in France, they are fools — there are no materials; and where all 
are rascals, you must take those who are most useful. If I had 
not settled with Fouche when I did,” he said, ‘‘ the Duke of Or- 
leans would have been proclaimed King next day, and that would 
^ have been a new trouble.” 

I spoke tb Ilka about the models at the H6pltal des Invalides, 
which the Prussians were plundering, and said I thought it a 
great shame. He said he thought so too ; but that if they were to 
be taken, England had a right to a share. I said I hoped such 
plunder would be stopped. We then discoursed about the pic- 
tures at the Louvre; and I expressed my opinion that the period 
had arrived when a great lesson might be taught to France and 
to Europe, by the Allies disdaining to imitate the injustice of 
Buonaparte, and abstaining from depriving France of any native 
work of art; but that justice should be satisfied by the restoration 
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of every painting and statue to the country whence it was brougHt 
away; a,nd that the weaker the state was, the more consequence it 
was to ma|^ restitution, that the principle of the measure might 
be apparent to all The Duke said this sentiment exactly corre- 
sponded with what he had expressed, and that he opposed himself 
to all acts of violence and pillage that more effect might be given 
to %he deliberate chastisement which it was proper to inflict upon 
the French nation. He added, When I protested against the 
destruction of the Bridge of Jena, I proposed that a tablet of brass 
should be placed upon it, with an inscription importing * that the 
Prussians had twice entered Paris as conquerors, and marched over 
the Bridge of Jena, which had been erected by Napoleon to cele- 
brate a victory that had been gained over them in an unjust war.’ ” 
The Duke, in expressing his detestation of the French character, 
observed he had never heard but one excuse for the most infamous 
conduct. They shrugged up their shoulders, and said, We were 
obliged to do so, by the circumstances 'in which we found our- 
selves ” 

July 31. — I went this morning early to pay my respects to 
Sylvestre de Sacy, and was gratified by the reception which that 
respectable scholar gave me. He expressed great anxiety to see 
my works, and next Thursday was appointed to meet me. I was 
surprised, on returning to my lodging, to fin^ that Pulteny had 
arrived from Ostend. Went this evening to a great ball given 
by the Duke of Wellington, at which all the principal officers of 
the British staff were present, and the ministers and generals of 
four courts. The Emperor of Austria and the King of Prussia were 
also of the party. ■ 

August 1.— Went with Pulteny to several places. We dined 
in the evening with the Duke, and went with him to the ^ 
Opera. He told me that Fouche, however gn^at ^ rogue in 
public life, had the reputation of being a good domestic character. 
He is a widower, and on the point of being married again to a 
young lady of noble birth. His family had objected so strongly 
to this match, that Fouch4 had been obliged to obtain an order 
from the King. The Duke said circumstances had obliged him 
to be civil to Fouch4, but he had refused to see all the others 
who had behaved ill. Macdonald and Oudinot he spoke of as 
decided exceptions, Oudinot was at his hall last night. He said 
he had explained his reasons, and could not forgive men who had 
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belmved so infamously; and besides,” said be, I liave all tlie 
resentment of a man who has been duped, for there was no one 
more decewed by the higher class of rascals than ‘Myself. I 
always knew the army was against the King, hut I thought 
these fellows would have been truer to self-interest than to cast 
away so lightly and so shamelessly all the reputation they had 
acquired.” He told me he had used Fayette like a dog as"" lie 
merited. The old rascal,” said he, had made a false report 
of his mission to the Emperor of Russia, and I possessed the com- 
pletcst evidence of his having done so. I told him, the moment 
he entered, of this fact. I did not even state it in a delicate man- 
ner. I told him he must be sensible that he had made a false 
report. He made no answer, I asked him whether he wished 
to do so as a public character or as an individual. He said he 
desired, as an individual, to communicate with me regarding 
my intentions towards the city of Paris. I expressed/’ the Duke 
added, my utter astonishment at his presuming to come to speak 
to the General at the head of the army upon such a subject. 

^ What would Buonaparte have said, or rather what would he have 
done,’ I asked, * to an individual that had come to him on a similar 
errand the day he entered Berlin? Eon jour, monsieur.’ ” 

After we had retired from dinner, the Duke was expressing his 
admiration of the piodels of fortified places, which he had been 
for the first time to see this morning. I think,” said he, ^smiling, 
I shall take the representation of the battle of Lodi.” “ For 
God’s sake,” I observed, “do no such thingi It would he very 
had to see you turn Loottee (plunderer).” “ What, Malcolm,” he 
returned'; quickly, “ you do not think it would quite suit me to be- 
come Loottee in my old age ?” “Not at all,” I answered. “ Inde- 
pendent of these models being of more beauty than utility, they 
belong, from aknost all of them having been made by their an- 
cestors, to the present family, and taking them away is degrading 
them in the eyes of their subjects. But the obvious principle of 
conduct is to set a good example, not to imitate a had one.” We 
went after the opera and supped with Lady Oastlereagh, where 
there are very pleasant parties. Plenty of men, foreigners, hut no 
ladies, and few English ladies. Lord Oastlereagh spoke a good 
deal to Ptalteny and myself about St. Helena, where it is now 
resolved, it seems, to send Buonaparte. I do not know but that 
this place is the b€^. In England, he would at first have been 
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an ol^ect of curiosity, and next of pity. Lord Batimrst said 
that in^a few months lie would he as popular as Mrs. ClarkeP 

August — In the evening I went to the Salon a=l Eobert’s, 
and saw gambling on a very great scale. I lost eight Napoleons 
at rouge-et-noir, which I considered as a very dear price for the 
sight. I was much interested at seeing Prince Bluclier play. He 
WES’* in a plain blue frock, and seemed quite intent on the game. 
He hardly ever looked up, or spoke a word, but put in money, 
or took it out, as he won or lost. 

August 4^. — I began my study of the French language to- 
day with a man who appears to have an admirable method of 
instruction. I went to la Bibliotlieque du Roi, and introduced 
myself to Monsieur Langl^s, who was civil in the extreme. He 
is as opposite, in his appearance and manner, to De Sacy, as 
he is in character. The latter is as plain and unaffected as he is 
learned and profound. The former has all the volatile flow of 
a Frenchman, an eager desire for the display of his knowledge, 
and is exactly what I expected the editor of Chardin to be, 
light and pleasant, and, though a man of literature, too diffuse 
and general to be very deep in any one branch of it. This 
little man received me with more than politeness. He was full 
of warmth; at least he told me so. IWq talked upon every subject 
connected with the progress of knowledge iij the East, from a 
Chinese dictionary to a Bombay new'spaper. He then spoke of 
my History, and I gave him an account of it. I told him what is 
true, that I had received aid from his Notes on Chardin, and the 
Notice Chronologique, which he has added to that work, (Langl^s 
spoke of the History of Persia.) I told him I had be^i com- 
pelled to notice with some severity an error he had been led into 
by others, in tlie account he gave of my mission. He first said 
he had merely followed another person, and then #»£cused himself 
on the ground of le systeme de Buonaparte^ whose censors,” he 
said, “ not only struck out some passages, but added others that 
they thought would be useful for promoting his projects; and 
what could a man do,” he added, who had lived, under his 
tyrannic sway?” He said he had held the same situation he now 
filled twenty-five years. I never received a favor from Buona- 
parte, but though he hated me because I wavS not disposed to go' 
to Egypt with him, lie never, I must do him the justice to say, 
* did me any injury,” I was amused to see, in Monsieur LangW: 
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colIectioBj volumes of bulletins of Napoleon’s campaignings trans- 
lated into Arabic and Turkish. Tliese^, he informed me^ had been 
disseminated in great numbers. 

I dined with Sir Manly Power, and went in the evening to the 
Salon des Etrangers at Robert's^ but did not lose my money. This 
establishment, which belongs to Government, is kept in a very 
splendid manner, and though there is an evident and admitted 
advantage, there is no cheating. The fund is extremely rich. I 
was told it had, on one occasion, lent Napoleon forty millions of 
francs ; but this appears impossible ; perhaps it was four millions. 

Macaulay assured me he had, from an authority he could not 
doubt, the following account of a short conversation that passed, 
two days ago, between the two rascals Carnot and Fouch6. The 
former, who is on a proscribed list, who are directed to reside 
under the surveillance of the police, went to the office of the latter, 
and said to him, Well, traitor, where do you desire that I 
should dwell F* — Wherever you please, imbecile/’ replied Fouche, 
in the coolest manner, turning his head half round, as he answered 
his old colleague. Macaulay says he is as certain of the truth of 
this anecdote as if he had been present, as the person who told 
it him had received the same account from both the parties on the 
day that it occurred. « 

I went last night to the Theatre Fran§ais. Neither Talma, the 
famous tragedian, nor Mademoiselle Mars, the comedian, have 
acted since Buonaparte’s resignation. I asked a young Frenchman 
^ the occasion of this. “Why, sir,” he replied, “the public expect 
’that great and favorite actors should have character, and that 
they should display decided feeling and attachment. Now, both 
these personages you mention were devoted to Buonaparte, and 
it would be indecent in them to act immediately after his mis- 
fortunes.” Tafeia’s period of displaying character had, it seems, 
terminated to-day, and we went to see him in La Fosse’s tragedy 
of Manlitis Capitolinm^ \ho story of which has a near affinity to 
that of Venice Preserved. I was much struck with parts of his 
acting, but I was never for a moment deluded. Perhaps the 
style of French tragedies, which are in verse, is not calculated to 
produce that effect. One of the female actresses, Milie Fleniy I 
believe, recited well, and in a very pleasing manner. 

I heard to-day, an extraordinary anecdote, and from a quarter 
that appears authentic— that it was proposed, as the army was 
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advancing, to oiFer the crown of France to the Duke of Welling- 
ton. This extraordinary proposition was not only made, but dis- 
cussed for stSne time. Though it was rejected, its bekg enter- 
tained for a moment was a remarkable fact. 

At one o’clock we went to see the Emperor of Russia. We 
were introduced by Lord Gathcart. The Emperor was uncom- 
monly civil. He said when I was introduced, What a remark- 
able coincidence I A general officer of my service, who has been ^ 
fifteen years constantly employed on the Persian frontier, has this 
moment left the room, having been introduced to me for the first 
time.” He then asked me some questions about the country, &c. 

When speaking generally, the Emperor spoke as if his sentiments 
were a little changed. Of the French, C^est um nation terrible 
he exclaimed, and put his finger to his head with an action that 
showed he deemed them as wild and extravagant as they are 
avowedly faithless and wicked. 

August 9. —Dined at the Duke of Wellington’s, and went 
with him in a gig to Feydeau’s. He drives so fast through the 
streets that I am astonished he has not been upset. We saw an 
excellent opera, founded on the celebrated story of ^‘Joconde.” 

The music and acting equally good. 

August 10. — I went to-day to visit La Bibliotheque du Roi, ^ \ 

and looked at the MSS. with Monsieur Langles ; some of the | 

ancient nyssals are very beautiful, and the collection is very ! 

great. I saw the coins also, and examined those of Persia. • 

I find it impossible to make up my mind with regard to the ^ 
probable fate of this country. It depends in a great decree on ' 

those who have conquered it to determine what power it is in i 

future to possess of injuring other nations, but its internal state 
must be decided by the character of its internal administration. 

* The French, as far as I can judge, are not lessonefl* by 'what has 

passed, nor do they appear to me capable of receiving a lesson. i 

The effect of the revolution, they say themselves, has been to i 

emancipate them from all prejudices, but with these all the other ; 

ties by which they are bound have vanished. In place of a super- I 

stitious worship, a powerful king,: a nobility which, with all its 
vices, was still ardent, and contained much that was respectable, 
and a devoted and obedient army, they have infidelity, a royal 
cypher, a set of upstart nobles with hardly any title to superior i 

• regard hut what is founded on successful villany, and a turbulent i 
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arm}^ But this is nothing to other evils ; all minds are ^unsettled. 
Many of them have knowledge, biit^it is knowledge which rests 
upon no principle, and is guided by no rales. It war|ders abroad, 
and is more povrerfiil to unhinge than to repair, it is uiiaccoin- 
panied either by faith or attachment. It believes in nothing, it 
loves nothing. It is anxious to come at great results without 
that exertion of patience and of labor by which they are to be 
attained. In short, the waters are out, and the dykes swept away, 
and no one seems willing they should be rebuilt, 

Buonaparte has established a military despotism, and I mistake 
whether any other will suit France at this moment. If there is 
an army it will command, and no king can keep his throne who 
has not one on which he can depend. Louis, it is said, has dis- 
missed his present army, but he will probably take many of them 
back. It appears a dreadful sentence to proscribe a brave army ; 
but the safety of this monarch and the tranquillity of this country 
arc gone, if he adopts any half-measures, any compromising policy. 
He should quit Paris, and reside at Fontainebleau, or some other 
place, where, surrounded by loyal guards and by an army made 
up of Vendeans and Bordelais, and other attached classes of his 
people, he would be in safety. This army should be fed with the 
spoil of the turbulent. Thd King should set no bounds to his 
kindness to those attached to him, and he should be at once 
fearless and unforgiving in his conduct towards all who are his 
enemies. He cannot conciliate with effect ; and that popularity 
is not only uncertain, but unuseful, which is courted. This line 
of conduct would outrage what is called public opinion by some 
who believe themselves wise, and who think they find in the 
mouth of a public declalmer or the page of a pamphlet the 
sentimeipbS of a nation ; but that is of no consequence, and all 
other objects^are comparatively trifling compared to that of traii- 
quillising a disturbed state, for it is not till the waters have 
returned to the channel, till the storm is over, that any benefit 
can be derived from the experience of what is passed. I have no 
fear of the people of France at this moment; they will not rise 
upon abstract questions of government, and demagogues may talk 
their lungs out before they can excite them into action. It is 
the army which will, for a long time to come, give power to the 
realm of France; and, if the King cannot form one on which he 
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call depend} his institiitions mid constitutions will only furnish 

means for Ms, overtlir^^^ » 

August W.—l dined with Mr. Mackenzie, who has long been 
a public character in this country ; our party was delightful It 
was a mixture of English and French. Among others, we had 
Baroi} Humboldt, the celebrated traveller in America ; Monsieur 
Langles, the orientalist ; Monsieur Viscompte, the antiquarian ; 
and Gerrard, the painter. The party was extremely pleamnt. I 
sat between Humboldt and Gerrard; and after a glass or two of 
wine, found French enough to recount as many anecdotes as any 
of them. On some of my English friends expressing surprise at 
my facility, Humboldt explained the cause in a way not a little 
flattering. “A language may he spoken,” he said, “in a per- 
fectly intelligible manner by one man who has half the words of 
another who cannot make himself understood; but the former 
must have his head filled with ideas. It is these,” he added, 

“ which enahle him to proceed. If he cannot explain it in one 
way, he does it in another, and gets on ; while a better scholar 
in the language is stopped because he has not words to state what 
he has to say in the only way that his more limited imagination 
presents the subject.” 

August 15 . — I went this morning to pay my respects to Baron 
Humboldt, and saw a splendid copy of his work upon South 
America. *1 never was more surprised than at this interview. 

The Baron displayed attainments and knowledge that quite as- 
tonished me. He has no doubt received great aid in composing ^ 
his extraordinary work, and that credit has been exclusively «glven 
to him which belongs to many; but still, admitting all that, suffi- 
cient remains to establish his reputation as one of the first men in ♦ 
^ Europe. Went in the evening to a concert at the I^ke;?)f Wel- 
lington’s, where w^e saw the Emperor of Russia, and several others. 
Grassini sang delightfully. 

August 16 . — I had a long visit from Baron Humboldt, whose 
conversation is always instructive. He spoke with great know- 
ledge upon the effect of aerial fires in vitrifying masses of stone, 
and observed, with great justice, on the objections which had been 
raised against the improbability of such a phenomenon, that 
twenty years ago the man would have been treated as an im- 
^postor who had spoken of 'stones falling from the skies — a fact now 
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as well ascertained as tlie fall of hall. Is it not possible that cities 
have been destroyed in this manner^ and was it ea^y to resist the 
conclusion that terror and belief would combine to work upon the 
human minds that it was the immediate hand of God punishing 
sinners? 

August 17. — Went in the morning to see Baron Humboldt, 
with whom I am every day more astonished. He appears to have 
done more to discover the secrets of nature than any former tra- 
veller, and his power of commimicating the knowledge is as won- 
derful as the knowledge itself. Dined at the Oadran Bleu, and 
went to a fete at Vaugirard — the fireworks very fine. 

August 18. — Went to a magnificent ball given by the Duke 
of Wellington in honor of the Knights of the Bath (Bliicher, 
&C-, &c. — foreigners) who had been invested. The rooms were 
crowded by the grandees and distinguished princes, generally 
ambassadors, of all Europe. 

August 20. — ^Went this morning, at eleven o’clock, to break- 
fast with Monsieur Langles, at La Bibliotheque, where I met 
with very pleasant company. The first person I was introduced 
to was the celebrated Volney. He is, what I should have sup- 
posed from his writings, an enthusiastic theorist, or rather visionary, 
with considerable genius, but, like the caste to which he belongs, 
preaching generll philanthropy, but wrapped up in self. The old 
gentleman spoke at great length upon several subjects, but all 
with reference to his own travels, his opinions, and his systems. 
He is not very old, but the revolution, and the great events by 
wduch it has been succeeded, have given age to all who are 
concerned with it. He told us he had just invented a general 
alphabet, containing the sounds of the alphabet of all languages^ 
and th!;t h<|^ proposed it should be used by the learned when ^ 
^Yiiting foreign letters. It had only, he observed, fifty-four letters, 
and its use would, he was convinced, remove the difficulties that 
were now experienced in writing oriental names, and many others. 
He appealed to me on several names, of which we made an expe- 
riment. Monsieur Walckenaer (a very sensible, pleasant man, 
who, among other accomplishments, speaks English perfectly), 
the celebrated geographer, who happened to be of the party, ex- 
pressed some doubts, which put Volney into a great rage. He 
spoke a good deal of Buonaparte, from whom he described himself 
as inseparable while the former was First Consul. He said that 
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he one daj found Buonaparte, who then lived in the Luxembourg, 
destroying a beautiful inlaid^ table with a knife. He asked him 
one day why he did so. abhor these fine things/'* was the 
reply. Volney called the ex-Ernperor a man-hater, but that was 
probably because he hated Monsieur le Comte Volney, whom he 
had no doubt found a bore. At Malniaison, several of the chairs 
are cut by Buonaparte's knife, but that was evidently from impa- 
tience and a bad habit. 

Dined with the Duke of Wellington: a large party; and we 
had charming music in the evening, with Grassini in great force. 

21.— Allan left me this morning to return to England. 
He is an excellent and a delightful companion: his head is very 
good, and his heart one of the warmest and best in the world. This 
phrase is not extravagant applied to him ; at least I can affirm I 
never met a man with a better. I went this morning, with Mac- 
kenzie and Walter Scott, to Gerrard, the famous painter. He 
was unwell; but Madame, who is a short, embonpoint, pleasant- 
looking, moon-faced damsel, showed us his painting-room, which 
contains pictures of all the great men of the day. The likenesses 
are good, and the coloring not bad, but there is a good deal of 
wood in them. The shades do not blend with that softness that 
belongs to the ancient masters. Dined with the Duke at a feast 
given to celebrate the Battle of Vimeira. 

August — Pulteny went this morning, and I am alone. I 
have now no fixed compagnon de voyage^ but do as I like as to 
dinner, &o. 

August — I was surprised to hear this morning frorA some 

French friends that a violent memorial, drawn- out by Fouch^, 
was circulating through Paris. I could not obtain a sight of 
it, but it is, as represented to me, an inflammatory appeal to 
* Frenchmen against the oppression, delays, and injbstice of the 
Allies. It is addressed to the King, and consequently, if not fol- 
lowed by Fouche's resignation (which is improbable), we may 
conclude it is a paper of which the King approves. The person, 
who repeated the substance of it to me is violent, and may have 
exaggerated its contents. He added to it some comments he 
made upon this paper, that if Louis were to escape from Paris, 
join the army of La Veudee, and summon all France to his 
standard, they might treat for peace, or make war in a less dis- 
* graceful manner; he would be adored, and have a better chance 
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of tlie tlirone of liis ancestors than any other measures ^ould give 
him. The fact is, it is difficult to S£}y exactly what this subdued 
and divided country can do; hut delays in political settlements at 
this moment are to be deprecated. They should know their sen- 
tence, which God knows I have no desire should be a mild one. 
We are also going on doing great acts of justice a la^\mode that 
appears like pillage, and is as insulting to the King of France as 
it is gratifying to his enemieSj, whom it furnishes with the power 
of misleading and irritating the people. All this might have been 
avoided by the promulgation of a declaration, or, regarding the 
principles on which we acted, in restoring to every nation those 
works of art which Napoleon plundered. And Louis, no doubt, 
would have issued an ordinance to the same effect. If he 
ohjected, it was of no consequence; the circulation of the other 
would have answered the object. 

Atif/tisi 24. — I this moi'ning paid a long visit to Monsieur 
Walckenaer, the celebrated geographer, and was delighted to find 
our labors in Persia had furnished him with such ample materials. 
Monsieur W. is laboring on ancient geography, and I can have no 
doubt, from what he showed me, that his work, when it appears, 
will far exceed D’Anville, &c., &c. He asserts, and there appears 
no doubt to me of the fact, lhat he has discovered the true mea- 
surements of the ancients ; and from the comparisons drawn 
between the distances laid down in their best itineraries and the 
results of our best surveys, both in Europe and Asia, it appears 
they were much more correct than has been hitherto thought. 
Monsieur W. has fi.xed the site of almost all the ancient cities by 
measurements, and it is a great point in his favor that these 
results are all taken from maps with the construction of which 
Monsieuj; W. has no concern. Dined at the Cadran Bleu with 
Lord Powis "and Mr. Olive. We had an elegant dinner, good 
wine, &c., for 15 fr, a head. 

Auffust 25. — This was what Frenchmen call la Jdie du RoL 
All were dressed in their best attire, and they had a holiday. 
The theatres were opened gratis, and filled with ike ccmcdUe, I 
traversed the gardens of the Tuileries in the evening. There 
appeared in the well-dressed mob I met there no symptoms of dis- 
affection or turbulence, but their moderated joy appeared to pro- 
ceed from the candles being lighted, rather than from any feelings 
of loyalty. Soldiers paraded up and down different parts of the 
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garden, |vlro were evidently meant to suppress the slightest 
tumult. I met Walter Scott, with whom I afterwards went to 
see a woman of thirty-four, seven feet high, and a girl o£ten, nine 
feet round. 

Went this evening to see Monsieur Clunzy, 
and found him among his oriental MSS. He was translating a 
Sanscrit MS., and told me it was his intention to publish an 
abstract of the contents o£ the Ramayan. He appears an indus- 
trious man. 

I dined with the Duke of Wellington, and had a long and 
interesting conversation on the state of France. He thinks, and 
I am of this opinion, that the King has a good chance of main- 
taining his throne. But I was glad to find him satisfied with the 
policy, and, indeed, the necessity, of quitting Paris, where he 
is exposed to have his actions hourly pronounced upon by a licen- 
tious and unsettled rabble, and where he is in danger of being the 
sacrifice of a sadden impulse of treason. Envy of his government 
might involve this city in the crime of his murder, without 
having five thousand of its inhabitants in favor of such an act. 
The Duke, I was glad to find, had no dreams about the causes of 
the late revolution. It began with riots in Paris, brought about 
by the money of Orleans and the » dreams of Philosophers, and 
aided by the weakness of an embarrassed Government. The 
mania spread. The people everywhere rose to get rid of the 
powers by which they were governed. The authorities every- 
where took alarm, and a great part of the degenerate and dissi- 
pated nobility fled in all directions from the country. A few of 
the boldest villains seized the Roi,: and by introducing a national 
uniform and cockade ( 1791 ) gave a substance and form (the first 
it had) to the great change. After that, Force in its most terrible 
shape was the engine. A subordinate assembly eidsted* in every 
city, which acted under the orders of the parent at Paris. Its 
means were confiscations, resignations, and conscriptions. Its 
servant was the guillotine. When this assembly was suspected, 
a Commission from the capital was sent the instrument to 

it by which it managed others. Since this period to the present, 
Force alone has managed France. There has been no movement 
whatever of the people; and the public voice, as it is called, has 
perhaps, for the last twenty years, had less influence in France 
than any country in the world. 
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I heard to-day that Fouche was tottering in his ^eat. A 
member of the Chamber of Deputies must, as a qualification, 
have at least a clear rent of 15,000 fr. from land and houses, and 
he must be above forty years. An elector must have about 5000 fr., 
and l3l twenty-five years of age. The King names the presi- 
dent of the election, who regulates the mode, and who, through the 
power he possesses, in a great degree can influence the elections. 
He addresses them, treats them, conciliates some and frightens 
others. The princes of the blood and the most distinguished 
of the King’s friends are the presidents. The great difficulty in 
organising the army is in repaying the officers. The King gave 
half-pay to 40,000 last year. This year, the numbers are still 
greater. I heard to-day a good anecdote of the famous actc^ Lc 
Kain. He was, when shooting, stopped by the gamekeeper, and 
asked, De quel droit chassez-vous ici ?’’ He answered out of 
a tragedy, 

droit qu’un esprit vaste et ferme en ses desseins 
A sur I’esprit grossier des vulgaires Immains.” 

^eptemher 1. — I sat this morning three hours with Monsieur 
Langles, and was introduced to Monsieur Henri, who he proposes 
should translate my history. We are to have another consultation 
on Monday. I saw a gentleihan at Monsieur Langles’ who was 
carrying two sma!?d pieces of sculpture upon crystal to show the 
Emperor of Russia. They were about five inches longf and four 
broad. The sculpture was a et'owd of figures, and the scene repre- 
^ sen ted was from Holy Writ. I never saw anything so exquisitely 
done. Pie told me they had been finished in the beginning of the 
fifteentfi century, and were, lie believed, unique. Dined with 
Walter Scott, and supped with a pleasant party at a 7'estaiiraieur'^s, 

September 2 . — Saw this morning a review of nineteen squa- 
drons (ITOO scores) of the Life Guards and Blues, and was de- 
lighted to see that both John Bull and his horse had more sub- 
stance than any of the foreign cavalry. There are at present 
reviews every day, and the Emperor of Russia and the King of 
Prussia hardly permit a guard to mount without their presence. 
The day before yesterday some Russians and Prussians were out 
together. They fought a sham battle, in which the Prussians were 
commanded by Alexander, and the Russians by the King of 
Prussia. After some manoeuvres, and complimenting each other, 
the affair finished, and they shook hands, talked, laughed, and 
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seemed ^leliglited witli tlie exhibition. There was more of 
laughter than of admiration at this royal game of soldiers. Kings 
who live with their armies, and have a disciplined jauhlic, may 
render themselves more familiar to the gaze than others can; but 
they should ever have strong personal character to carry them 
through, otherwise the practice is pregnant with mischief A 
I Mng should be great that ventures to appear small. 

In speaking with an intelligent Frenchman respecting the new 
Assembly, he said that the majority are decidedly firm- — the 
electors having been completely influenced by the presidents; hut 
then, it is decidedly a party election. That, however, cannot be 
helped. Marshal Money has declined sitting as President of the 
Militaiy Council appointed to try Ney. He has been in conse- 
quence destitu4, and imprisoned for three months; but he should 
he deprived of his fortune as well as his station. He, however, 
acted a more manly part than Massena, who, to excuse himself 
from the same ofHce, pleaded ill health, which is permitted by 
law. Another (whose name I forget) has done the same. This 
•*is, in fact, a mutiny among the Marshals, and should he treated 
as such. Every man who refuses to do his duty should be dis- 
missed, banished, and have his estates confiscated. It is the 
abundance of their ill-gotten wcakh that makes them despise the 
slight punishment of losing their station. » 

Septe-ffibei' 3 .— Dined with the Duke of Wellington, who spoke 
with great affection of Colonel Gordon, his late aide-de-camp. 
He said he had been long with him, and his manly qualities had^ 
attached him very much. He said that Gordon bad during the 
action, two or three times (when he was using his glass), led his 
horse out of the severe fire to which he was exposed, and showed 
throughout the day a great solicitude to preserve his (the Duke’s) ' 
life. When I was at supper at the village of WsterlcJo,” said the 
Duke, he was brought in, and I thought, as he had only lost his 
leg, we should save him. I went to see him, and said I was sorry 
he was so severely wounded, at the same time taking hold of his 
hand. ‘ Thank God you are safe,’ was his reply. I then said, 
have no doubt, Gordon, you will do well.’ He raised himself, and 
then fell hack in the manner that indicated his being com- 
pletely exhausted, Poor fellow,” the Duke added, he probably 
felt there was no chance. He died next morning at eight.” We 
had a concert, with Grassini in great force. She is a sweet 
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singer, and a perfect actress. Her temper and inannerp^ are of 
accord, and I cannot conceive a more pleasant person j and, for 
forty-five, ghe looks wonderful 

4.— Went early tliis morning to tke plain beyond 
tke Champ de Mars, to a review of ten or twelve thousand Prus- 
sians. They are very fine troops, and went through a number of 
manceuvres. The Lancers made a beautiful appearance, with the . 
small flags on the lances. In manoeuvring, the infantry almost 
always advanced in column. I asked the Duke what he thought 
of that favorite formation of the French. He said, It was a ■ 
child of the Revolution, and excellent when there were a few : 
good troops and a number of bad; but, for himself, he always | 
fought in Hue, which he conceived a great advantage.” ^ 

We were speaking of the Emperor of Russia, and he agreed 
with me that his situation was most extraordinary, having a 
military condition distinct from that of emperor, which he con- 
siders chiefly as a compliment to his army, gives him the influence 
of a military monarch. The Duke, speaking of Alexander’s cha- 
racter, said he had been imbued with all virtues; but he had 
learnt artifice also, and his mind, which was weak, preferred the 
latter- All questions were decided by him with reference to 
my means; he had aninsatiabk desire of interfering everywhere, 
even in Spanish afif^irs.” 

This day I dined with Mackenzie. Among others, I m^t at his 
house General Harinof, an Hungarian, a pleasant man with the 
air of an Austrian soldier, and the grimace of a Frenchman. He 
- hates the French and the Russians, but seems to like the Prussians. 
He told ns some good anecdotes of the youth of Blucher, who, he 
said, was a man of enormous strength. He said he once knew 
♦" him, when borrowing from a Jew to supply his passion for 
gaming, tat«e hid of the little Israelite by the collar, and hold 
him at arin^s length out of a high window. The Hungarian 
general, whom I met at Mackenzie’s, told me his countrymen 
were chiefly Calvinists, and that they continued very religious. 
He said every soldier in his corps was familiar with the name of 
Wellington, and spoke constantly of his victories ; but their pride 
in him originated in his being a Protestant, and to that, more than 
all his talents, they ascribed his success. 

I had a long visit this morning from Monsieur Henri, who 
wishes to translate my work; and Monsieur Bertrand, a bookseller, 
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who wi|hes to print it* I was sorry to hear from them that in 
the centre of France some unhappy scenes had taken place, and 
more were likely to occur between the Roman Oalholics and 
Protestants. This is iiot^ Monsieur H. informed me, from reli- 
gious feeling, but from the jealousy which exists between the two 
classes, and a belief, real or pretended, that the Protestants are all 
Buonapartists. 

September 5 , — This day was passed in preparation for my trip 
to the Plaine des Vertus, to see the review of the Russians. I have 
sent an old French soldier with my cabriolet to Meaux, and pro- 
ceed at seven to-morrow in the diligence to join him. I expect 
on the 7th to join my friend Count Woronzoff, at his head-quar- 
ters at Bierges. I took leave of my friend Walter Scott to-day, 
Pringle, &c., as they are returning towards their home. My mi- 
niature is finished; it is a fine painting, and though I am a little 
too thoughtful, I hope it will please the person for whom it is in- 
tended. If it does, the object is fulfilled. 

September 6.-1 left Paris at seven o’clock in the morning. . . . 

September 9. — Slept sound last night on some dry straw. Went 
this morning to Chalons. ...... To-day I was surprised to 

meet Sir James Wylie, a Scotchman, who has risen by regular 
degrees to be at the head of the medical department of Russia, as 
well as chief physician to the Emperor. He igave me his history 
in a few; words. He was an deve of Cullam and Gregory, and 
went to Russia, where he commenced his career by being surgeon 
to a battalion, from which he became surgeon to a regiment, 
division, a corps, an army ; then the favorite physician of Paul, 
whom he embalmed. He succeeded to equal favor with the pre- 
sent Emperor, who has nominated him President of the Academy, 
and given him the sole direction of all his military medical"^ 
establishment. Count Woronzoff gave testimoTiy t5 its excel- 
lence, and ascribed, as did several Russian generals who were' 
present, the great progress that had been made in its improvement 
to Sir James, He told me the plan he had got the Emperor to 
adopt. No students were admitted into the medical class under 
eighteen or over twenty-four. Certain attainments, including a 
knowledge of Latin, were required ; and before they were sent to 
the army they were completely educated as physicians as well as 
surgeons. Sir J. W. is an English baronet, and is covered with 
foreign, orders, having two of Russia and one from every con- 
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tineiital court He lias the rank of general, is at the hea(|, of the 
Academy, is inspector-general, physican-general to the forces, 
and first physical! to the Emperor. He cut off Moreau’s legs, 
and said he would have lived if he had not been moved. He 
seemed quite delighted to meet a Scotchman, and complained bit- 
terly^ as all the Russians do, of allowing our officers to fi^ht 
against them. I can never think of poor Christie’s fate with 
patience. 

I have had a good deal of conversation with Prince Lubanoff, 
who has the second or third fortune in Russia, having 33,000 
peasants, almost 40,0007. per annum. He says the Emperor 
must give them a constitution; and I find Gount Woronzoff 
thinks something must be done to ameliorate the internal govern- 
ment. Russia has now a million of men ; two- thirds of these at 
peace take leave and go to their homes, from whence they only 
return on war. They have hardly any pay. They speak a good 
deal of Persia, and the facility of an Indian invasion. This the 
Count treats as nonsense; but he seems persuaded no continental 
power could stand against Russia a moment. Never was an army, 
he says, in which there was so much brotherhood and so little 
jealousy. It is formed of corps, divisions, and regiments, cavalry 
and infantry. A corps is two divisions; a division six regiments, 
two hattalions each,And one battalion in Russia. The regiment is 
850 strong, and 50 supernumeraries each company. Thi^ makes 
an infantry division about 12,000, a cavalry 5000. I was astonished 
at the health of the Russian army in France. Sir J. Wylie 
assured me that he had returns to prove that out of 200,000 
there wefe hardly more than 1000 sick. He appealed to Woron- 
zoif, who affirmed that in his di vision, wvhich was full 10,000, 
he had only 33 men on the sick list, and had only lost one man 
by death ; hid. oiily 38 men died in August of the whole Russian 
army in France in the last month. 

September 10. — I saw the grand review this morning. Never 
was sight more splendid. There were 152,000 men under arms, 
of which 25,000 were cavalry, and 538 pieces of field artillery. 
The infantry divisions, amounting to about 10,000 each, were 
drawn up in three lines, with their artillery. Three companies of 
36 guns on their flanks, the cavalry in the rear and on the flanks, 
and the fine park of horse-artillery was on the right. The whole 
army was drawn up on the plain to the east of Montmorency, on 
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%YUch ^le Emperors of Russia and Austria, tlie Duke of Wel- 
lington, and all the great cjiiefs and generals stood. The -wliole of 
this part of the hill had been railed, and a little beloi^v it a con- 
siderable spot had been cleared and covered with benches for the 
accommodation of lady-spectators. At a little before nine a signal 
ca:gnon was fired from the spot where the Emperor stood to give 
his orders. I should mention that Alexander had his sword 
drawn, and commenced by saluting his Brother of Austria^ to 
whom I heard him explain, with great clearness and vivacity, the 
name and position of every corps of his vast army. The first 
signal was to call the attention; at the second, every cannon in the 
army opened a fire, and the effect was very fine. When this was 
over, a third gun from the mountain was the signal for A 
whole to form close columns of regiments and battalions. The 
eye took in the whole, and the manceuvre was beautiful. The 
moment it was executed another signal-gun was fired, and the 
whole of the infantry (13'0,000) formed one immense square of 
columns of corps. The horse-artillery formed in two lines on 
their right, and the cavalry in columns of regiments formed a line, 
or rather one face of a square, in the rear. When they were in 
this position, the Emperor, with his staff and an immense train of 
visitors, rode round the whole £?t a hand-gallop. The distance 
was probably ten miles. After this hurried review another signal 
was fir^^d. Several of the corps took new positions. The Emperor 
and his train occupied a place near the centre of the square, aiid 
the whole army passed in review in columns of companies, 
and squadrons. 

It was here we saw the whole Russian army in France, and it 
must be confessed that the material is excellent, and practice and^ 
care together have brought it to a perfection of discipline. There 
was nothing hid, and the elite of the army, thd Imperial Guard, 
was not present. But there cannot be a better description of men, 
as far as bodily frame is in question, than those that form this 
army. After the whole had passed, a signal was fired to re-form 
the original lines, which they did with admirable precision. The 
distances w^ere taken up with as much exactitude as you would 
expect from brigade of the best-disciplined troops. I could not 
but remark, as they were performing this manceuvre, the fine 
style in which their solid columns advanced, with a firm, but free 
and rapid step. I hardly think our own troops step out better^ 
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and certainly iieitlxer the Prussian^^ nor Austrians have a^'iy tiling 
like this step. 

After th#y were in their original positions, a signahgunwas fired, 
and a fire of cannon and musketry opefied from the whole army. 
This tremendous fire contimied nearly a quarter of an hour. Nothing 
could be grander, and to those who were not military amateurs^ it 
was by far the finest part of the review. After it was over, a signal 
was fired, and the whole broke into divisions and returned to their 
lines. WoTonzoff told me we had seen, as nearly as could be, the 
third of the disposable force of the Russian line, excepting the 
Guards, 35,000, and the Cossacks, from 60,000 to 100,000. 

Woronzo-ff dined with the Emperor; I dined with a large party 
in his barn. Among others, were the three generals of his divi- 
sion. We actually got tipsy over the feats of the day by toasting 
the Army, the Emperor, Wellington, and Woronzoff, in tumbler- 
fuls of fine champagne. 

The Russian army has been revolutionised, like everything else, 
within the last ten years, and to that it owes much of its condition. 
The Emperor promotes at pleasure, and every brilliant action is 
rewarded with a step. There are many lieutenant-generals little 
more than thirty, and they are evidently of a very different 
school to the old hands with whom they are mixed. They have 
in the Russian army -some enlarged and sensible men, but I suspect 
in general their knowledge is very limited. General Lissa^n witch, 
who has been much in Persia, and who has been stationed on the 
frontier for more than twenty years, had a confused idea that 
India was governed by a Company ; he explained to the company 
and to me their greatness, and finished by proposing the health of 
^ The Company of Ostend. The knowledge he displayed was ad- 
mired, and the toast drunk. I was the first to join, for I had just 
been kissed \11 round as a worthy member of the 2nd division of 
the 5th corps d^irmie^ and I would not for a million have sinned 
against discipline by exposing the ignorance of one of our generals. 

General Gourieff, who belongs to the division, told me he was 
made a major-general in the line at once for having led 4000 
militia against the French when on their retreat, and having 
fought several skirmishes with success. I was pressed over the 
bottle, when I gave the health of the Russian army, to say what I 
thought of it. I said it was as good in point of discipline as an 
army could be; that it was, now the French Empire was broken, 
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tlie grel^est in tlie world, and that when we considered the 
causes that had led to its aijiyal at its present state, nothing could 
he more formed ; but I added, When I consider the principles upon 
which it is formed, the nature of the wars in which it has been 
employed, and the character of the Eussian nation, I am satisfied 
it is only great and powerful for good and noble objects, and that 
if any delirium ever led to that fever which had been the defence 
of Europe being employed for opposite forces, it would soon lose 
its present character,” My speech, which was given in French, 
with all the fluency that a bottle and a half of champagne could 
inspire, was received with enthusiasra, and every one present de- 
clared his full coincidence in my sentiments. 

The state of Russia at this moment is very curious. The Em- 
peror, who has been absent nearly four years from his country, is 
considered by all ranks as pledged to ameliorate the internal 
administration of the Government. In short, they expect that 
law will confirm much of that liberty and security which they 
have long practically enjoyed, but which is not secured by the 
slightest law, for the Emperor, according to the theory of the Go- 
vernment, is as complete a despot as the King of Persia. In the 
army their appears as much liberty of speech, and as free a spirit, 
as in the English. The soldiers appear to be treated both with 
kindness and familiarity. It is deemed essen^al to attach them 
to the cqjTimander; but I am told the task is not easy, for though 
as sulky as possible if harshly treated, they are prone to presume 
upon extreme indulgence. The last eight years of constant service 
has made this army what it is. They are complete soldiers. I 
was delighted to see their bivouac the day after they came! Every 
man had some shelter, but their temporary cover was in exact ^ 
line, and what pleased me most was the post with a well-thatched 
cap in front of each company for the arms. 

The army, as I have said before, consists of regiments of three 
battalions of eight hundred and fifty, six companies in a regiment. 
There are two battalions of the regiment on service and one in 
Russia. When the regiment proceeds on service there are gene- 
rally fifty men in each company unarmed to fill vacancies. These 
have been armed this last year. 

There are in a division of infantry six regiments, i, e. twelve 
battalions, which are divided into three brigades of four batta- 
lions each, with thirfcy.^six pieces of cannon and three companies 
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of artillery. There are generally two divisions of inf%itry and 
one of cavalry (six regiments), about five thousand men, in a 
corps d^arm^e. The Russian soldier has not more than nine shil- 
lings per annum* He has rations of bread that enable him to live. 
The Russian soldier makes his own clothes, shoes, &c. ; the 
colonel merely receives cloth and leather. A junior commissioned 
officer in the Russian army has about twelve pounds per annum, 
and must provide his dress. They are of course a constant charge 
upon their parents, and this is one mode in which they contribute 
to Government. 

The horses of the Russian artillery are small, that is, short, but 
of great strength and spirit. The colonel of the corps is only 
allowed fifty francs, about two pounds ten shillings, for a servant. 
Pive pounds is the purchase-money allowed for a horse for the 
heavy cavalry. The Russian artillery is very pretty, and Count 
W. assures me it is excellent. He speaks with rapture of 
their small tumbrils on two wheels, drawn by three horses 
abreast. Their largest guns are a species of cohorn, that throw 
shell as well as shot; they carry twenty-four pounders. They ap- 
pear to me the worst part of their equipment, as they are neither 
one thing nor another. 

General Waynof, an officer (5f high reputation, who commanded 
one of the corps on the Berezina, and is now living with us at 
Woronzoff’s, g^ve me some extraordinary anecdotes of §uwarow. 
I remarked that that extraordinary man was always playing the 
monkey. It is very true,’’ he said, “ but it was neither from weak- 
ness nor from habit. Every trick had a meaning, and such was his 
talent that he never failed of effect.’’ As to the Russian soldiers, 
he said he knew every feeling, and could distinguish to a nicety 
at any moment the manner in which they were to be addressed. 

I remember, ”^said the General, on one occasion, when the ad- 
vance were put to the rout by a sudden and violent attack of the 
Turks, and the confusion seemed insuperable, Suwarow threw 
himself upon the ground in the direction the soldiers were 
coming. They endeavoured to raise him, and entreated he would 
save himself; but he was deaf to their entreaties. ^ Run,’ said lie 
to them, ‘ my children, and save your lives. These fellows want 
to cut off old Suwarow’s head. Let them ; your general is quite 
content, so that you are safe.’ Shame, affection, and indignation 
took possession of their minds. They entreated him to rise and 
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lead thei'^ against the enemy that they might recover their repu- 
tation. He was on his feet.,in a moment, hurrahed on his Rus- 
sians, the Turks were driven hack with terrible slaughter, and 
Suwarow skipped about with joy, kissing and hugging the run- 
aways that lie had rallied and led to victory.” 

The Austrian system has been to render soldiers machines, and 
I believe the army of that state, though one of the finest in appear- 
ance, is in fact one of the worst in Europe. 

September 11. — Went this morning to a mountain near Vertus 
and saw the whole Russian army drawn up on the west side of it 
to attend divine service, and to celebrate the day of St. Alex- 
ander, which, from his bearing the same name, is termed the day 
of their Emperor, The infantry were without arms, and the 
cavalry dismounted. There were no cannon. The absence of these 
equipments made them occupy much less space, and nothing could 
be more beautiful than to see them form seven solid masses 
of 24,000 men each, and march to squares, marked out by seven 
tents that were fitted up as churches for the occasion. Round 
these they formed the three sides of a square in columns of double 
battalions, and the service commenced. 

I was at the church of the Emperor, where, as in the others, 
service was performed as in the Gfeek Church. The tent, or 
rather fly, was open in every direction, where a kind of stage 
was formed, part of which was enclosed with a painted wooden , 
scene that had a folding-door in the centre and a small door on 
the right. The papas, or priests, who were five or six in number, 
were habited in the richest robes of satin and gold. Their hair 
was loose and flowing; some of them had their heads bare, while 
others were in general covered with a small round cap. The ser- 
vice was performed by all. Sometimes they chanted, anc^ the re- 
sponses were always sung by two bands of cliorister3'’'that^stood on 
each side of the tent, who appeared to be composed of all classes— 
choristers, soldiers, musicians, and drummers. The papas were at 
one moment behind the scene, at another the folding-door opened 
and three or four came out. Sometimes the papa on the outside 
chanted a prayer, and a hollow voice from within answered. 
Once or twice one of the priests scattered incense, at another time 
he proceeded with a cross to the end of the tent, and once to some 
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distance on the platform. One or two anthems were supg hy the 
choristers. In short, I neYer saw more mummery, hut I never 
saw a SG^ne more imposing ; the occasion^ the congregation^ 
everything conspired to give it effect, and I left the scene^to pro- 
ceed on my route to Paris, satisfied of one fact, that, however 
mistaken the mode might be, man was always exalted when he 


was addressing his Creator. 


Oil the following day Malcolm set out on his return to 
Paris. At an hotel on the road he met two Polish 


ofificers, with whom he fell into conversatioh : 


I stopped at the inn to take breakfast, hut at the earnest re- 
quest of two strangers, one of whom was Prince Sulkawski, and 
the other Count [ ], I stayed to partake of an early dinner. 

They were, I found, two Polish noblemen, who had come with 
five others, on the part of the Polish army, to congratulate the 
Emperor of Russia (their present sovereign) on his success. The 
Prince told me he was an aide-de-camp-general of the Emperor, 
as he had been of Napoleon as long as the latter was protector 
of Poland. The Count was a very sensible man. He had travelled 
much, and had visited every part of England. He said that part of 
Poland which had fallen to Russia was satisfied, because the people 
reposed the greatest confidence in Alexander’s character. ‘‘We 
have,” says he, a national army ; we have a separate language ; 
we are to preserve our laws and usages, and we are promised no 
Russia^! shall ever hold public employ in Poland. Certainly,” he 
added, “ we have only 'personal security for all this, but we are 
satisfied that it is the best personal security in the world ; and in 
our situation pothing could be better, for all ranks are now satis-' 
fied that Napoleon never would have kept his promises, and that 
we should have had the usual progress of being, first, his dupes ; 
secondly, his instruments; and lastly, his slaves.” 

The Poles are fine soldiers, and showed great activity and valor 
in the campaign in Russia. They are a very different people from 
the Russians. The latter are a remarkable race. Buonaparte 
showed little knowledge when he wanted them to rise, because 
they were slaves to their lords. He should have known that they 
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were in t|at state of ignorance that they could not understand 
him. Besides; they are attached to their superiors, who, eyen 
when they are soldiers, are obliged to court them. I wen1> through 
his division with Woronzoff. He said to every company as he 
passed, ‘‘ How do you do, my children Very well !” was the 
kind of hurrah reply. The Emperor paid each of his columns the 
same attentions after the ceremony of the 11th. 

The Kussian peasants, though belonging to the soil and in a 
state of vassalage, are not slaves in a degraded state. They are 
vassals ; and though a few inhabitants of great cities may sigh 
over their situation, the great majority, ignorant of any other 
condition than that vassalage in which they were born, glory in 
their dependence on families to whom they have an hereditary 
attachment. They must be half instructed before they can he 
revolutionised, but their condition makes it a great danger to 
the sovereign and nobles to attempt any very radical reform of the 
government of Russia. Count Woronzoff tells me that though 
the Russians are religious, they are not bigots. The peasantry in- 
variably followed their lords; and as one great fact in proof of this, 
I may mention my friend General [ ], a very fine young man in 

Woronzoff ’s division, who, at the head of a hastily-formed militia 
of four thousand, gained considerable advantages over the French 
forces. The Emperor made him a major-general at once, and 
sent him aij. order to recommend forty-five of the most distinguished 
persons of his corps, to whom commissions were given in the 
regular army. 

Septemher I2i . — ^Passed in paying visits. Met Ellis, who had 
come express for the review, but was too late; and dined at the 
Duke’s. 

September 14. — Went to see Barons Denon and Humboldt, and 
• Mr. Langl4s ; stayed with the latter several hours, examining MSS. 
Among others, I saw some original letters from Henry WII. to 
Anne Boleyn. 

September 16. — I went yesterday from a very warm box at 
Catalani’s theatre to Tivoli, and caught a most severe cold, which 
confined me all day to the house. Flogging scholars is forbid in 
France since the Revolution. 

September 17. — I went yesterday to the workshop of M. Gais 
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to see Ms statues. The ^^Horatii Starting for the Coini>at’’ is, in 
my opinion (but I am no judge), one of the finest pieces of modern 
sculpture* that I have seen: the stern resolution of the elder 
brother — his matured nerve — his eagerness for the combat ; the 
fine, manly, and open countenance of the second — the animation 
^vhich is kindled in his features at the speech of the elder, whose 
head is turned to address him; and the soft but noble beauty of 
the third, who is represented quite a youth, and as half dragged 
by the elderj but whose reluctance, from the tender sentiment 
that is given to his countenance, appears evidently to be only 
excited by love. He appears all martial in his form and look, 
but unwilling to slay the brother of his beloved , even in the cause 
of his country. The patriot has not overcome the lover. 

The figures are large life. * This piece of sculpture is in 
plaster of Paris. It gained the first prize, 4000 francs, and had 
Napoleon continued, it was to have been finished in marble, which 
M. Gais told me would take him five years’ constant labor, and 
cost; between 50,000 and 60,000 francs. ^^ If I had money, ’Mie 
added, ‘‘I would do it myself; but I have none.” He asked 
my opinion about exhibiting Ms Horatii in England. I said I 
thought it would answer. He took me into his workshop, where 
he is employed on an immense work — ^^The Descent from the 
Cross.” The cross: will be about twelve or fourteen feet high, and 
there are five figures in large life; the two lower one|, who are 
supporting the lacerated body of Jesus, are almost finished. The 
work, which is in plaster of Paris, will be complete, M. Gais 
informs me, in a twelvemonth. It is a subject which, though 
exhausted by the finest painters, has never been attempted by 
the chisel, — at least so M. Gais told me. 

Septex^ber — ^I was yesterday confined with a severe cold, 
for which I was obliged to be bled for the first time in my life. 
It made me sick even to being faint, and I could not help laugh- 
ing, unwell as I felt, at the spectacle of a military surgeon 
sprinkling water over my face, as if I had been a delicate young 
lady. I almost entirely finished the perusal of Le Franc Parleiir^ 
a continuation of FHermite de la Ckaussee d^Antin, This work, 
which is in imitation of the Spectator ^ Tatler^ &c., is very amusing 
and instructive. It gives an excellent picture of Paris in 1814, 
and the author appears fully equal to the arduous and delicate 
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task lie liils undertaken of censuring without offending, of teaching 
men to smile at their own fojlies. It is quite a chaste work, and 
may, from the excellence of its style and the mixednvit and 
judgment that are displayed, be recommended to every class of 
readers. Nor will the most fastidious be disgusted by one 
improper sentiment. On the contrary, his great object appears to 
be to ridicule the follies and improve the morals of his coun- 
trymen. 

The people in the time of the Republic came often into the 
Bibliotheque de Roi, but Langl4s says they never meant to 
destroy it. They were angry at the royal arms on the books, 

and many desired these aristocratic marks should be taken off. 

I dined atthe Duke of Wellington's, where we had a large and 
very pleasant party. 

September 21*— Rode out six miles on theroadto Fontainebleau 
to a review of four regiments of Austrian cavalry, two regiments 
of cuirassiers, one of Hungarian hussars, and one of Polish lancers. 
This small force manceuvred a good deal, and appeared in good 
I order. I had a good deal of conversation with the Duke. He 
said (and with truth), ‘‘ Nothing is so difficult to manage as 

I ’ cavalry. They slip through your hands,” he added, ‘‘ whether 
you advance or retreat rapidly. Charges should he made,” he 
concluded, with reserves, or misfortune is ''always certain.” 
Speaking €f Foucli4's reputation, he said ^^he was satisfied we 
had in England both overrated the talent and the roguery of the 
leading men of France.” I agree perfectly as to the first, I told 
him the quiet manner in which Fouche had been turned out, and 
the diminution of character that had been the consequence of his* 
accepting office was the best proof of the wisdom of the policy , 
that had allowed him to have employment rather than hazard the 
evil that he inight have done if he had deemeS his^ fortunes 
desperate. “When the armies advanced to Paris,” the Duke told 
me, “ the French Government were in a rage about the Louvre. We 
had, by insisting on the restoration of the pictures which Buo- 
naparte had taken, broken the article of the Convention of Paris 
which stipulated that no property was to be touched; but these 
gentlemen,” he added, “ forget they brought forward an article to 
save the museums, which was rejected by the Prussians. They 
brought forward another, excepting the property of the Prussians, 


134 


AFTEB WATEELOO. 


v^hioh was rejected by me on account of the other alHM powers. 

I told them they had better await tli^ decision of the sovereigns. 
These hsPve decided against them.” 

Septemhe)' 22.— W ent to the English review, and never was 
more delighted. There were fifty- one thousand men under arms, 
more than forty thousand of whom were British infantry ;^ and, 
after all, there is more stuff and life in them than all the rest put 
together. The battle of Salamanca was fought over again. No- 
thing could be more beautiful than the formation of the line and 
reserves, and the manner in which the army advanced extorted 
the loudest admiration of all the foreigners. The Emperor of 
Russia called to his generals to look from the right to the left of 
the line and see the style in which it marched. Woron&ff said 
to me, This is an operation in which you heat us all.” I forgot 
to mention among my Russian friends the Prince Meiitzikoff, one 
of the Emperor’s aides-de-camp. He is the grandson and repre- 
sentative of the famous Minister, and consequently the nephew of 
Marie. 

September 23. — Saw the Duke for an hour and a half, tie 
complains, and with reason, of some in England; but the treat- 
ment he receives, and will continue to receive, is the consequence 
of his greatness. 

r 

Here the Paris journal closes. The family letters 
mitten at this time were many; but they differ little 
from the diary. A few passages, however, may be 
gleaned from them : 

August 12. — The Duke lent me a fine charger for a review two 
days ago. T put him in the stables near my rooms and forgot ^ 
him. Twenty-four hours afterwards, he was missed at the Duke’s, 
who swore that my bad French had lost him the best horse he 
ever had. Colin Campbell was despatched to me, and lo ! the 
charger was in the stable. The Duke puts on a plain coat 
every night, and goes to the theatre, &c., incog. To give you an 
idea of the mode, he kept me the other night talking till every 
one had gone away. He then proposed that I "should go in his 
buggy to the ThS$ire Feydeau. I went. The buggy was old but 
stout. He had an English horse, which trotted at such a rate that " 
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'vv'e werefe against a dozen carriages and horses. We 

got there safe, to my great surprise. 

August 19.^ — ^Walter Scott is here. I took him to the Duke, 
who has been very attentive to him. He wrote me to bring him 
to dinner to-day, and that he would make a party to meet him."^ 

The poet is happy. 

August 27. — I have just received your letters of the 14th and 
18th, from Burnfoot. Every line you have written me from that 
place has delighted me. I know you incapable of concealing a 
feeling, much less of pretending one, and I am delighted with the 
acquaintance you have made with scenes that ever have been and 
ever will be dear to me ; and tell my darling Minny and George 
that 1 love them better because they love Burnfoot. 

September 1.— I dined yesterday with the Duke, and had him 
in great feather for two or three hours by myself. He is now dis- 
playing his character in what I deem the finest point of view. He 
was at the summit of fame; and as they chose, instead of employ- 
ing him to settle affairs, to send Lord Castlereagh, he might well 
have stepped aside, and said, I would rather confine myself to 
my military duties for it must he as evident to himself as to 
others that by lending his name to the negotiations he may, as fax 
as he values popularity in England, do himself a world of injury, 
and can derive no additional reputation ; for tjie utmost that can 
be said i^ that he assisted Lord Castlereagh. When the negotia- 
tions are attacked, the Ministers will defend themselves with his 
name as with a shield. Of all this there can be no doubt he is ^ 
aware, and he knows that many of his real friends groan over the ^ 
part he is acting. But he thinks of nothing but serving his 
country. He is confident that his opinions may do good, and 
cannot do harm; and he is ready to encounter all the abuse that 
can be poured upon him rather than show that ^rud&ce which 
fights more about personal character than public interests. 

On the 13th of September, after the excursion to 
Chalons, Malcolm found himself again m Paris. He re- 
mained there till the 25th, and then turned his face 
towards homo, weary of excitement, and glad to escape 

^ There is no aocouiit of this party ia the jouraal, except that Grrassini was 
itt great force. 
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from a city in the very attractions of which ther# was in 
his eyes something painful — alnjost revolting. Though 
he spofee with gratitude of the kindnesses he had re- 
ceived from individuals, he could not bring himself at 
that time to admire the French as a nation. But he 
said that his visit had not been without its uses. ' He 
had seen some grand historical sights. He had neglected 
no opportunity of adding to his stock of information re- 
garding the institutions of the country, and he had sedu- 
lously cultivated an acquaintance with its language. 
Every morning he had a master for some time in his 
rooms, before he commenced the strenuous idleness of 
the day, and he talked freely with the natives of all 
classes without the least mmivaise honte. Their advice 
regarding the best means of improving his colloquial 
knowledge of the language was simply, tovjoit/rs ; 

and “you know,” he said, “that is quite in my way.” 

Early in November, Malcolm paid another visit to 
Lord Buckinghamshire, at Nocton, to the vicinity of 
which place he travelled inside a stage-coach with some 
fellow-passengers, of whom he gave a lively account in a 
letter to his wife. The 'parlez toujours" maxim was 
, as worthy of acceptation in England as in France, and 
Malcolm was never a sulky traveller. His companions 
were an obese dame, the proprietress of the coach, an 
, elderly clergyman, and his daughter. The parson was 
named Partridge, “ a descendant,” wrote Malcolm, “ I 
believe, of the original Partridge in Tom Jones." With 
the young lady he conversed freely on the poetry and 
romances of the day; brought Scott’s “Waterloo,” 
which had just been published, out of his pocket; quoted 
“Marmion” and the “Lady of the Lake;” but was 
beaten at his own weapons by the damsel, who fairly 
quoted him down. After a long conversation, she asked 
him if he had ever seen a “ Symbolical History of Eng- 
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land,” %)y whicli, tlirougli the agency of pictures, or 
diagrams, facts were impressed upon the mind mucli 
more easily than by means of writing? On "Malcolm 
suggesting that something more might be required to 
impart a thorough knowledge of history to the student, 
the’young lady said that it might be so, but that it was 
a “ terrible undertaking to read through large volumes 
of history.” “ I sighed inwardly,” wrote Malcolm, “ with 
the feelings of an unfortunate man who had just pub- 
lished two tremendous quartos. I could not deny the 
justice of her observations as applied to nineteen in the 
twenty, and I already saw my useless labors piled up on 
the shelves of oblivion.” 

On his return home, after a pleasant fortnight enli- 
vened by some good shooting, Malcolm gave himself up 
for a little time to the pleasant task of corresponding 
with his friends on the subject of the “tremendous 
quartos,” sending out presentation copies,* and answer- 
ing congratulatory letters. But he had soon to turn his 
thoughts to graver matters. The great question which 
agitated his mind was whether he should or should not 
return to India in any subordinate situation. At one 
time he seems to have well-nigh determined to return 
only as Governor of one of the Presidencies of India ; 
but the attainment of this object wa§ difficult, and he 
could not reconcile himself to the thought of a life of 
political obscurity and official idleness in ^ngli^^id. In 
the effort to secure what everybody acknowledged to be 

Among others to whom he sent 8he answered Malcolm’s letter in not 
copies were the Emperor of Eussia and very idiomatic English, signing herself 
his sister Catherine, Grand Duchess of " Your obliged and affectionate Catlie- 
Oldenburg. This lady— a widow— riue.” The has been 

was in England in 1814!; and it was translated into the Eussian language, 
said, at one time; that if the Prince of There was no country in which the in- 
Wales obtained a'divorce, she would formation it contained was more likely 
OTobably be married to his Eoyal to be valued at its proper worth, or to 
jEighness. To the Princess Charlotte be turned to more practical account. 

* she seems to have been much attached. 
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a legitimate object of ambition he received ampld; encou- 
ragement; but, as Wellington Ijad told him, the high 
qualities*and great acquirements of men who had gradu- 
ated only in the school of Indian politics were seldom 
adequately appreciated by English statesmen. Sir Evan 
Nepean and Mr. Hugh Elliot had been appointed to^the 
chief seats in the Bombay and Madras Governments, 
and their warmest friends could hardly point out either 
the claims or the qualifications they possessed. In the 
course of 1816, Mr. Canning succeeded Lord Bucking- 
hamshire as President of the Board of Control, and 
although he expressed himself favorably regarding Sir 
Johir Malcolm’s claims, he could hardly be expected to 
support them so warmly as one under whom the claimant 
had served, and with whom he had corresponded for 
years. The most powerful of Malcolm’s friends-— or he 
who ought to have been in such a case the most power- 
ful — ^had not on similar occasions received sufficient en- 
couragement from Ministers to make him very willing 
to solicit favors for his friends; but he never failed, 
when opportunity offered, to speak of his character and 
his services, and to assert Malcolm’s claims to prefer- 
r ment. Time, however, passed away; no distinctive 
promises could be ehcited, and many of Malcolm’s best 
fiiends were of opinion that he would be more likely to 
r obtain the object of his ambition by placing Ms foot 
again i»,the^tirrup in India, than by haunting the pas- 
sages of Leadenh all-street or the lobbies of Whitehall. 

Moreover, by the very act of returning to India there 
was something to be gained, independent of all such pre- 
ferment as Ministers could bestow. Sir John Malcolm 
was, at this time, what was technically called “ high up 
on the list of heutenant-colonels.” By -returning to 
India he might obtain “his regiment,” be a “full 
colonel,” reside in England on full pay, get a share of 
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the “ ofcreekoning fund,” and go again to India or not, 
at some future time, aS'SEited his purpose. It was little 
likely, however, that a man of his high characfer would 
be very long in India without obtaining one of those 
great diplomatic offices in which he had made his reputa- 
tion. He might, indeed, add greatly to the claims which 
he had already estabhshed. He was in the full vigor of 
his years. He was younger than are most men at forty- 
six. He believed that he might yet render essential 
service to his country. So, after much thought with 
himself and much consultation with others, he deter- 
mined, for a third time, to repair to India. 

It cost him much to make the resolution. He was 
tenderly attached to his wife and children; but it was 
necessary that he should go alone. It is one of the dire 
penalties of the Indian services that separation, from all 
that he most dearly loves, is to the married member of 
either of them almost a condition of his existence. To 
have taken those young children to the enervating and 
destroying climate of the East would Jaave been cruel; 
to separate them from their mother little less cruel. 
Malcolm felt as hundreds have felt in a like situation; 
he determined to make the sacrifice, and go to India 
alone. , 

He received many kind letters, when his determination 
was made known— none Idnder than the following, ■* 
which Sir James Mackintosh wrote t® him. It is 
curious in itself, for it shows that the writer would not 
have been sorry to return to a country, in which people 
seem to think that he was miserably out of place : 

SIE JAMES MACKINTOSH TO SIE JOHN MALCOLM. 

WeedoH Lodge, Monday. 

My beae Sie Johh, — learned very lately, with surprise as 
well as concern^ the singular event at the India House, which has 
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induced you to visit Madras^ tliongli I hope that one circumstance 
attends it which deprives it of its worst eflfecfc. Canning is so deeply 
pledged toryou, that I should consider him as likely to be as useful 
an agentj if a vacancy happens in your absence^ as if you were in 
Europe. Your stay cannot be long, and you will refresh all your 
Indian politics. That there should not be now one man in^he 
Board of Control, chosen for his knowledge of India, is a circum- 
stance which characterises our Government. I own I thought that 

you would have been there. is not worth excepting. 

The antiquated practical knowledge, that could find a place in a 
mind so contracted, is rather mischievous than useful. 

When I say that I feel concern at your going, it is principally 
because you wished to stay, and partly because I shall feel more 
solitary when you cease to inhabit the same island. But it is not 
at all from dislike of India, to which, on the contrary, I am 
entirely reconciled by my residence in England. I wish that I 
had not left India, or that I were now well enough to return, 
especially with you. But I am better than I have been for these 
five years. Long walks, and, immediately after, long-continued 
friction of the wdiole skin, seem to have done me more good than 
anything I have hitherto tried. I now very much regret that I 
never tried the Hindostanee exercise, wdiich there are, of course, 
no means of acquiring in England. 

In the volume of Bombay Transactions’’ about to gcrto press, 
there is one paper of your Translations from the Persian, illus- 
^ trative of the Opinions of the Sunni and Sheea Mahometans.” Do 
you wish to sec it ? I am very busily employed on my History, 
and hope to get to press in the spring. 

Wherever you go, my wishes for your happiness attend you. 
I have njcver known a more sincere and active friend. Lady M. 
heartily concurs with me in every good and kind wish. We both 
beg our best remembrances to Lady Malcolm. 

I am, my dear Sir John, 

Your faithful and affectionate friend, 

J. Mackintosh. 

Walter Scott wrote with no less warmth, saying, “ I 
do most sincerely wish you all good things — ^health, hap« 
piness, and above all, a speedy return to Scotland, not 
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to leavD us again. I sincerely hope that this will come 
to pass before we grow much older, and that you wiE 
get a snug corner on the Scotch Border to rest you in, 
after having labored so hard in the public service.” 

There were other compliments and congratulations, 
too? in store for him. The History of Persia had greatly 
extended his reputation, not only in England, but on the 
Continent. From Humboldt, and other distinguished 
men of European reputation, he received congratulatory 
letters ; and the University of Oxford conferred a Doc- 
tor’s degree upon him. On the 3rd of June, 1816, 
Dr, Hodson, Principal of Brazenose, proposed that the 
degree of L.L.D. should be conferred on Sir John Mal- 
colm, honoris camd^ in the Convocation to be holden in 
the Theatre on the 26th of June. The motion was car- 
ried unanimously, and Dr. Flodson, communicating the 
substance of the resolution to Malcolm, said, “ I really 
congratulate myself upon its having fallen to my lot 
to make a motion the effect of which will be to enrol 
in our catalogue of worthies a name high in litera- 
ture as well as in diplomacy and war; and hope that it 
may bd as acceptable to you to receive the honor as it 
has been to me to propose it.” 

Some little time before this, Malcolm had paid a visit 
to the University, and had made a most favorable im- 
pression alike on the old and the young. “ I have heard 
much,” wrote Mackintosh to him, “of t]je popularity 
which you have acquired during your late visit to Ox- 
ford,”* On the appointed 26th of June, he repaired 
to the University to receive his academical honors. He 
was much pleased with the reception he met. “The 
commemoration was very grand,” he wrote to his wife. 

The letter from which this is of the Bisior^ of Fersia, which did not 
taken is dated January 3, 1816 ; hut, appear till the July of tliat year, it wms 
as it speaks of the opinions entertained obviously written in 1816. 
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“ — — , a great judge, says, I was the most maguificent 
of the new doctors. A very fine^ speech was made upon 
my meiite.” From Oxford he went to his brother Gil- 
bert’s parsonage at Todenham. Thence he proceeded 
to Cheltenham, to meet the Duke of Wellington and his 
family. “ I was with the Duke all day,” he wrote from 
that place at the beginning of July; “ that is, six hours 
in the morning, and four, including dinner, in the evening. 
He is completely recovered, and actually looking better 
than I ever saw him. I go with him to-morrow to 
Gloucester to the Corporation dinner. I proceed from 
that to Lord Powis’s, at Walcot, near Ludlow, in Shrop- 
shire. I am not resolved whether I shall not return to 
London and start thence for Scotland, instead of going 
by Liverpool. If so, I shall have the last dinner with 
the Duke at Lord Westmoreland’s, on Saturday.” 

This last scheme was carried out. He retmmed to 
London, and started thence, early in August, for Scot- 
land. He was now paying his farewell visits. Peach- 
ing Burnfoot in time for the commencement of grouse- 
shooting, he spent no small part of his time on the old 
hiU-sides, deep in the familiar heather. I know hardly 
^ any place or any occupation more likely to make a man 
indifferent to critics and reviewers. Malcolm was well 
braced up to encounter any adverse sentence that might 
have been passed upon his book. But there was no- 
thing, hideedr to try his powers of endurance. It was 
on this last excursion to the North that he read the 
reviews of his History of Persia in the Qfumterly and 
the Edmbtirgh. “ The Quarterly," he wrote, “ has 
more of an essay than a review ; but it is very well. 
The Edinburgh is better. On the whole, you may be 
thankful that I am so well through the fire.” 

"The 14th of August saw him on his way southward. 
Paying visife, ©n the road, to Lord Buckinghamshire and 
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to Mr. Hankey Smith, Malcolm returned to London, and 
sorrowfully prepared for his departure from England.* 
But he had determined upon the step he was ’about to 
take, after much consideration; he did not doubt that it 
was his duty ; and he was a man, under such circum- 
staifces, to take always the most hopeful view of the life 
before him. He did the best he could, and left the rest 
to Providence. So having done all that could be done, 
both at the India House and the Board of Control, to 
secure for himself the reversion of the Bombay appoint- 
ment, and having obtained many strong assurances of 
support, he bade adieu to his wife and children, and 
again cast his lot upon the waters. 

The years which he had spent in England had not 
been lost to him. He set his face again towards India 
with increased knowledge and enlarged esperience. He 
always said that there was fear in India of men becom- 
ing too local in their information, and too professional in 
their views. He had now pnjoyed opportunities of 
studying the constitutions of European^ states, and the 
organisation of European armies, and of conversing with 
many of the most eminent statesmen and soldiers of the 
Western world, and others no less eminent, but in the 
more tranquil paths of literature and science. 4-od he 
had turned these opportunities to the best account. He 
went back to the scene of his past labors a wiser man, 
with reinvigorated health and renewed energies and if 
I were asked at what period of his -career he was in the 
very zenith of his intellectual strength and efficiency, I 
should answer, at the point which this narrative has now 
reached. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE CIECIHT OE THE EESIDENCIES. 

[ 1817 .] 

VOYAGE TO MADEAS — TUSCBTHON THEEE — COEEESPONBEUCE WITH, LOKD 
HASTINGS — ^VISIT TO CALCUTTA — ^POLITICAL AND MILITAEY BMPlOYMENT — 
VISITS TO MYSOEE, EYDEEABAD, POONAH, AND NAGPOOE— MAIOODIM: JOINS 
THE AEMY OE THE DECCAN. 

He started in October^ with a heavy heart; but he 
felt that the sacrifice he was making was for the benefit 
of those whom he left behind, and that the season of 
separation would be but brief. ‘‘Write me comfort 
.. about yourself,” he wrote to his wife from the Channel. 
“ The ship sails well. We shall soon be in India, and 
soon back again, never, I trust, to part again in this 
world Think more of what we have of enjoy- 

ment thaji what we want. I am only sensible to misery 
when I think you unhappy.” Strong contrary winds, 
however, presently set in; and Malcolm, landing at 
Portsmouth, paid a visit to Lord Keith at Purbrook, and 
spent some days there during the detention of the ship. 
He spoke with gratitude of the kindness of his reception, 
and I have no doubt that he made himself welcome to 
every inmate of the house, even to the little children. 
“ The little girl, Georgina,” he wrote, it need not be said 
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how characteristically, “is quite a delightful child. She 
comes every instant to me for stories ; and she has had 
that of the Tigers in the Tree, the Elephant and the Gun, 
the Bear and the Looking-glass, and half a hundred others 
that are so approved by my own darlings. She has in 
return played me some nice tunes on the piano, and 
‘ Kolly-polly, gammon and spinage,’ charmingly.” 

But contrary winds do not last for ever, and Malcolm 
was soon afloat again. There was more bad weather, 
however, in the Channel, and strong winds and heavy 
sea off the Bay of Biscay ; but, after passing Madeira, the 
vessel went steadily on with fair breezes, a quiet sea 
below and a bright sky above, and everything on board 
as pleasant and prosperous as the weather. As Malcolm 
always looked on the bright side of things, and seldom 
had a hard word to say of any one, it would have been 
strange if he had not written in high terms of the society 
on board ship j and as to the life there, I have no doubt 
he contributed greatly to its cheerfulness. How the time 
was spent may be gathered from the following passage 
in a letter to his wife. After describing his fellow-pas- 
sengers One by one, he says : 

“ Such is our party ; now for our occupation. I rise at half- 
past five, and everyday, except Sundays, go through my exercises 
(gymnastics). I have from four to six scholars, some of whom 
have made great proficiency. I go to my cabin at seven, read in 
my flannel dress till eight, dress, breakfast at half-j^st eight, walk 
the deck till ten, return to my cabin, write. (Young Neave and 
young Becher are both excellent Jems,* and have each copied 

* Jem was an Eurasian clerk, or the matter to which it refers puzzled 
writer, who had been a long time in the Duke. It stands thus in Qurwood : 
Malcolm’s service, and had been very “ There is one of your family whom I 
useful as a copyist. Iii a postscript to read as besides wife, child, and 
one of the Duke of Wellington’s let- Arab horse.” It should have been 
ters to Malcolm, {fublished in Gur- printed, as the Duke wrote, 7«ra. The 
wood’s colleotion, is a passage wHeh aHnsion is to the copyist referred to 
seems to have puzzled the editor, as above. 
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many limidrels of pages since we left Deal.) At twelve I break 
off for Half an bour, wben I commence work again, and leave off 
at lmlf“p§st two ; good dinner at thrde, break up at half-past four, 
vralk the deck, read light books, or talk nonsense till six o’clock; 
drink tea; at seven go to cards — two whist-tables for steady 
ladies and gentlemen and one for the boys; leave off at ten, and 
all in bed by eleven. Next day the same course, except Suildays, 
when there are no gymnastics, no cards. If we have prayers 

upon deck, Captain G reads the service; I read lessons and 

sermon. If not on deck, my cabin is made a chapel that holds 
about twenty. Captain Dwyer reads the service ; I, as usual, 
sermon, &c. . . ... . Now to my studious occupations. I have 
finished the review on History of the Bengal Sepoys^ in a 
manner that will, I trust, he approved. I have done it to my 
own satisfaction ; and it was a subject on which it was difficult to 
please myself. I have finished five of the Indian Letters — Lady 
Powis’s— and really they promise, when their number is doubled, 
to make an amusing volume, and one as full of information as 
entertainment. t I shall nearly complete them before I reach 
India.” 

At the end of the yea^ the Charles Mills reached the 
Cape of Good#Hope, and there Malcolm was received 
with much cordiality by the Governor, Lord^ Charles 
Somerset, who was not sorry to find in his guest a man 
who knew almost as much about horses as himself. 
The brief period of Sir John’s sojourn in the colony was 
speut very much as it commonly is spent by the Indian 
voyager, outward or homeward bound. “ A picture of 
my lifef hff wrote to his wife, smce I came to the 
Cape, would be an account of rides to Newlaiids, the 
Governor’s country seat, where I live, to Wyndburg, 
Simon’s Town, Constantia, &c. I have been treated and 

* This ■was a review of Williams’s published or completed— a ciroum- 
Sisiofy ef the Bengal Army, writtea stance regarding which I have already 
for aaid piablislied in the (^art&rlg expressed my regfet.^ Some of the let- 
voL X'viii.j. Jannary, 1818 . ters 'wiiicli \?erc mitten foi\ it have 

t This contemplated work was never keen quoted in vol. Ly chap. viii. 
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feasted by every one, and ad declare tliat tliey will take 
most special care of you if you ever visit tMs colony ; 
and I am quite satisfied they will.” He was naturally 
very anxious, whilst at the Cape, to learn what was the 
state of India, for his future prospects and arrangements 
depended much upon the events which were developing 
themselves in that country. “ There is little news from 
India,” he wrote ; “ all is apparently quiet ; but I do not 
think it will long remain so.” . . . . . And again, in an- 
other letter : “ I do not know what to make of the Indian 
news ; but I think it probable that I shall be soon home 
again. I shall not remain unless there is active service, 
or I have a good situation, or Sir Evan Napean leaves 
Bombay. In the latter case I will take my chance of the 
succession. I discover that nothing but the completest 
occupation in the field, or at all events in a way that 
promised reputation to myself and benefit to my family, 
could reconcile me to live without you.” 

Pleasantly as Malcolm was sij;uated at the Cape, and 
abundant as were the sources of recreation and amuse- 
ment, his detention there was extremely irksome to him. 
Horse-dealing was then much the fashion in the colony, 
and the captain of the CJim'les Mills having some busi- 
ness of that description to transact, was not prepared to 
sail out of Table Bay as expeditiously as Malcolm de- 
sired. The truth is, that Sir John was in a fair way to 
overstay his leave. The early part of tSanuary was 
slipping away, and it was necessary that he should touch 
Indian ground by the 1st of March, for on that day five 
years would have elapsed since his departure from 
Bombay, and that was the full period allowed by act of 
Parliament for the absence of officers from the Com- 
pany’s dominions. Kegarding, therefore, the delay with 
much anxiety, he determined upon taking a passage in 
^ another ship to India— the Mindew, which was to sail a 

L 2 
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week before tbe Charles MUls. This he did; but his 
object was not gained. He wag off the coast within the 
prescriTIed time, but he could not land. So there were 
still doubts and anxieties in his mind. On the 5th of 
March he wrote, off Tiincomalee, to his wife : 

‘M am not only in liigh health, but in high order — thanks to 
the exercises which I have done almost every day since I left 
England. Though we arrived on this coast on the 1st of March, 
we are not yet at anchor ; and I am in no slight alarm about the 
expiration of my leave, which was out on the 1st. I anticipated 
this on leaving Portsmouth, and wrote a strong letter to the Court 
of Directors on the subject. They must, I think, have noticed it.^ 
If not, and any literal construction of the act should keep me out 
of employ a twelvemonth, I shall positively go mad. But happen 
what will, I must rejoice at having made a voyage which, taking 
things at the worst, secures my regiment. This is a fine ship. 
I am well accommodated, and Captain Paterson is a gentlemanlike, 
warm-hearted, generous fellow as ever lived. Our friends, John 
Elliot and Amelia, are very well; and they have three nice 
children on board with whom I play, and often think I am at 
home again. Would to CTod I were, for I can know no happi- 
ness away from/ou. Depend upon it, that unless my prospects 
are very high, nothing shall keep me away long. The sacrifice 
is too great. I do very well in the daytime. I have strong 
animal spirits and keep up well, but I am never alone, and par- 
ticularly at night, but that I am constantly at Frant or in Man- 
ch ester-street. In short, I have a longing to see you and yours 
again that I cannot describe.” 

Tbe voyage of tbe Minden was not distinguisbed by 
any remarkable event, except a fire in tbe bread-room, 
wbicb caused some temporary consternation in tbe ship. 
A trifling incident, however, of a more pleasurable kbid, 
is worthy of mention. Off Trincomalee they sighted 
an Arab vessel. A boat was lowered, and tbe captain 
of tbe Minden, Mr. Elbot, and MalcolM, were rowed 

* The Court seat out a letter ■which remoTod the difficulty. 
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towards tlie strange craft. Malcolm was the first to go 
up the side of the vessd; and “though dressed,” as he 
said, “ in an old blue coat and older hat,” the* captain 
and the supercargo of the vessel both recognised him 
before he was on deck, and cried out, with the liveliest 
demonstration of joy, “General Malcolm! General Mal- 
colm 1” The ship belonged to the Imaum, and the Arab 
officers had known Malcolm years before in the Gulf. 
They had now a thousand questions to ask, all of which 
Malcolm freely answered. But when he said that he 
was not returning to India to occupy any high station, 
they declared that they would not beheve him. “ I know 
better,” said the captain ; “ we shall soon see something 
that no one is dreaming about.” And he was not far 
wrong. 

On the 17th of March, Malcolm again crossed the 
Madras surf, and was soon in the midst of friends at 
the Presidency. His sister-in-law, Mrs. Macdonald, was 
there with her husband — one qf Malcolm’s old Persian 
comrades,* and in their house he found, a home second 
only to the one he had quitted. Nothing could have 
been more gratifying than his reception by the gene- 
ral society of Madras. “I am half killed,” he wrote, 
“ with returning visits. All seem dehghted to see me; 
and I believe the great proportion are sincere.” But all 
this kindness did not make him less anxious about his 
future prospects. His first care on landing* had, been to 
despatch a letter to Lord Moira, who had succeeded Lord 
Minto as Governor-General of India, forwarding strong 
recommendations from Mr. Canning and others, which, 
indeed, were not required ; and asking whether his 
Lordship had any instructions. “ I am in orders as re- 
turned to my duty,” he wrote on the 29th of March, 
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“ ■waiting to hear from Bengal in ans’wer to letters to 
Lord Moira 5 and if not called rqnnd (to Calcutta), I shall 
proceed forth'with to the Deccan, to command a brigade 
in Doveton’s force, where I shall at least be in fortune’s 
way. Depend upon it, if there is wort, I shall have my 
hands full. Nothing but complete employment, ahd a 
feeling that I am making progress in advancing both the 
public interests and those of my own family, can recon- 
cile me to this terrible separation.” 

Malcolm said that everything would depend upon the 
tenor of the first letter from the Governor-General. It 
was with no common anxiety, therefore, that one day m 
the middle of April he opened the packet containing 
the following important communication : 

LORD MOIEA TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

Calcutta, Marcli 30, 1817. 

My deah Sib,— Your very obliging letter, with Mr. Canning’s 
despatcb, and the other letters which you announce, have reached, 
me safely. Mr. Canning refers me to a despatch from the Secret 
Committee, which has not yet reached me. I surmise, from what 
he says, it was orfly to assure me of support, should I have been 
obliged to take such steps against the Pindarrees as might entail 
hostilities with Scindiah. The forecast was not inapposite, for 
** the measures which I did pursue might well have produced rup- 
ture, plough they have not been apparent to the public eye. 
That hazard I believe to be entirely past, and satisfactory results 
«■ are only postponed by the season. This hint is given to you con- 
fidentially, an^ will prove the terms of correspondence on which 
I wish to stand with you. Let me assure you that I justly appre- 
ciate your talents and energy, and I shall rejoice if I find a fit 
field for their employment. I fear that for five months to come 
we must be restricted to cabinet activity. Perhaps in that in- 
terval you may he tempted to pay a visit to Bengal, when the 
opportunity of giving you such an insight into matters as cannot 
be afforded to you by letter, may lead to your striking out a mode 
in which you may exert yourself with satisfaction. At any period 
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that may suit your own objects and convenience I shall be rejoiced 
to see you. . 

You gratified me highly by your account of William Elphin- 
stone’s health. I have a truly affectionate regard for him; and I 
am confident that he has a corresponding sentiment towards me. 
His |wo nephews, John Adam and Mountstuart Elphinstone, are 
very superior men ; I know not that I have ever met persons of 
more sound practical ability. 

It grieved me that Lord Wellesley’s health was not eq_ually 
firm^ though his indisposition appears to have been of that transi- 
tory kind which may be expected to have soon passed away 
without leaving any dregs. He seems much wanted in England. 
Circumstances had given me considerable political intercourse with 
him latterly, and the result was a confirmation of all the opinions 
which I had previously entertained of his scope of mind and ho- 
norable character. You may judge how the impression must have 
been strengthened when I came to retrace on the spot the mea- 
sures of his Indian administration. 

Your sagacity well anticipated the effort I should make to plant 
our power in Nagpoor. I have the pleasure to tell you that our 
connexion is not the mere stipulations of the treaty, but that 
Madajee Bhoonsla, the new Rajah, gives himself to me with 
unbounded devotion. Knowing as you do how- all in this country 
depends .upon the individual at the head of a native state, you ’ 
will feel all the value of that superaddition. 

I have the honoi', my dear sir^ to remain, with great esteem, 
Your very obedient and humble servant, 

M5iba. 

Malcolm saw plainly now that his hopes w^e likoly soon 
to be fulfilled— that important and honorable employ- 
ment was not very far from him. He prepared at once to 
take ship fox Calcutta, earnestly pondering the state of 
affairs in Upper India, and the probable development of 
future events. The more he thought of these things, 
the more certain it appeared to him that he had arrived 
in India at a time propitious to his own, and advan- 
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tageoHS to tlie public interests. There were events then 
evolving themselves which it w^s almost certain would 
take shSpe ere long in another Mahratta war. During 
the five years which he had spent in Europe or on the 
seas, great and significant changes had been unfolded in 
Hindostan. The Mahratta princes and chiefs had heen 
fast becoming obhvious of the victories of Lake and 
Wellesley, and if they had not encouraged any wild 
hopes of bettering their condition by another appeal to 
arms, they had ceased to observe a line of conduct cal- 
culated to avert such an event. 

But although it appeared to Malcolm, as he contem- 
plated the , aspect of the pohtical horizon, that a war 
with the substantive Mahratta States was not very 
remote, there was another more immediate source of 
danger and inquietude out of which it was certain that 
hostilities must speedily arise. The lawlessness of the 
Pindarrees* had reached a point at which it was impos- 
sible any longer for the^ paramount power to look on 
without interfering for the protection of its own subjects, 
and the maintenance of the existing order of things which 
these predatory cohorts threatened to subvert. The 
r Indian Government, under stringent instructions from 
the Home authorities, had suffered events to take their 
course, until it was difficult to divert them into a safe 
channel. But now at last Lord Moira had obtained a 
reluctant- and- conditional assent to the prosecution of a 
vigorous course of policy, and had determined upon the 
destruction of these predatory bands, and the establish- 
ment on a sure basis of the tranquillity of Upper India. 

* Tile Pindarrees were bands of state too weak to resist^ tbem. Tkey 
predatory troops — balf soldiers and liad gradually increased in number and 
half robbers — ^wno took service in time power, until they ^threatened to sub- 
o£ war with the Mahratta chiefs, or vert all the minor principalities, and 
carried on a desolating warfare, on were continually making inroads into 
their own account, against every petty the Company’s dominions. 
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That this great and necessary measure would embroil 
us in a war with the l^ahratta States- — ^with Holkar’s 
Government almost certainly ; with Scindiah’s very 
probably; with the Governments of the Peishwah and 
the Rajah of Berar scarcely less probably ; suggested 
itself more and more palpably to Sir John Mal- 
colm, the more he considered the state and temper of 
these Courts, and the degree in which they would be 
affected by our hostilities against the Pindarrees. He 
had been many years absent from India, but during 
that interval of rest he had corresponded with Mount- 
stuart Elphinstone and other eminent men, and had 
never ceased to take a lively interest in all that was 
going on upon the scene of his former labors. The 
troubles which had arisen were not wholly unforeseen 
or unpredicted by him and the other politicians of the 
same school. The imperfect settlement — the summary 
winding-up of affairs in 1805-1806 under the Govern- 
ments of Lord Cornwallis and ^Sir George Barlow— -had 
sown broadcast the seeds of future difficulty and danger, 
which were now bristhng up everywhere — a crop ready 
for the ’sickle. During all this interval Malcolm had 
clearly seen that, sooner or later, the time must come 
for another armed interference in the troublous affairs 
of Upper and Central India ; and now that the long- 
deferred crisis seemed really to be at hand, it was not 
without a justifiable emotion of pride thathe |elt there 
was not another man in the country who, in such a con- 
junctm’e, could render to the State the essential service 
which Lord Moira was now about to extract from Sir 
John Malcolm. 

Full of these thoughts, Malcolm took ship for Calcutta, 
where he arrived on the last day of April. “ I am well,” 
he wrote a few days afterwards, “ and have been received 
in the most warm and cordial way by Lord Moira, with 
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wliom I am living ; and I am on. tlie point, I trust, of 
being employed. We are on tbe eve of trouble with 
tbe Pei^iwab, wbo has gone all wrong by supporting an 
unworthy favorite. If we go to loggerheads in that 
quarter, I shall, I trust, have 5000 men, with political 
powers, to keep, in check the southern Jagheerdafs— 
that is, the chiefs between Poonah and Mysore. If the 
Poonah troubles are well settled, which I hope they will 
be, great arrangements will be made to settle the Pin.- 
darrees this season. In that event, I think I shall go to 
the Deccan with Sir Thomas Hislop, who is likely to be 
sent. If this plan takes place, I shall be with him as I 
was with Lord Lake, with a chance of being also em- 
ployed in a mihtary capacity Assure Mr. W. 

Elphinstone and Allan that all my counsels are for as 
much moderation as possible consistently with safety. 
This they shall be satisfied of by my papers, which I 
will send. But Lord Moira appears, as far as I have yet 
seen, as moderate as could be desired.” On the 10th of 
May he wrote again in high spirits, saying that the 
Grovemor-General had that day mentioned in council his 
intention of naming him as Governor-General’s agent in 
the Deccan, with the rank of Brigadier, and eligibility 
for mihtary command. ‘‘This is the very summit of my 
wishes,” he added, “ the most active and prominent 
situation I could fill in all India, and on the best footing 
in evesy^way;-. . . . . Lord Moira has been kind in the 
extreme. Though high and firm, he is moderate in Ms 
views, and will go no further than he is compelled.” 

These moderate views were declared, plainly and em- 
phatically, ia conversation and in correspondence with 
Malcolm, who concurred in opinion with the Governor- 
General, Both desired to root out the Pindarrees, but 
not, unless compelled by the force of events, to subvert 
any of the substantive states, or to extend our frontier - 
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by a mile. Malcolm had prepared some papers on this 
important subject, which he had submitted on his arrival 
to Lord Moira, who, on returning them, wrote* the fol- 
lowing letter, which contains, in a few sentences, a sum- 
mary of the policy he intended to adopt: 

♦ 

XOKP MOIRA TO SIK JOHN MALCOLM. 

May 6, 1817. 

My LEAR Sir JoHisr,— Your papers have been read by me 
witb great satisfaction, because they justify all my own opinions. 
It is gratifying to me to find that my notions on a subject so 
delicate and complicated as the mode of settling Central India 
should be thus sustained by your judgment, founded as it is on 
local observation and experience. 

The augmenting our territoiy, unless where some particular 
defect in our frontier recommends the advancing to a natural 
boundary more easily defensible, or where some special danger is 
to be barred by the acquisition, must be an erroneous object. It 
is extension of influence, not of possessions, that is the solid policy 
for us ; and even that influence would be delusive did it not bear 
directly on the point of precluding predatory associations. In 
this conception I have been solicitous to avpid all differences 
which should lead to the subversion of any of the existing native 
states, wishing rather to pursue a course which should promote 
the stability of even Scindiah’s and Holkar^s Governments. Were 
those chiefs, however, to make common cause with the Pindarrees, 
either openly or by covert assistance, they would discard their 
character as rulers of states, and must be dealt with as predatory 
aggressors. I make this remark to show that, in stating my prin- 
ciples, I am aware the more or the less of exactndls witii which it 
can be adhered to, in the stir now fast approaching, depends on 
events and exigencies not to be foreseen, or to be altogether con- 
trolled when they arrive. 

I have the honor to remain, with great esteem, my dear Sir 
John, your faithful and obedient servant, 

Moiea. 

On the 14tli of May, Malcolm wrote again to his 
wife, saying that his nomination to the high office he had 
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before mentioned had now been definitively fixedj and 
that he was about speedily to embark for Madras. It 
had been resolved that Malcolm should visit the prin- 
cipal Native Courts, and ascertain their temper, and take 
counsel with the Eesidents, during the period which 
must necessarily elapse before an enemy could take‘s the 
field. It was now the very height of the hot season; 
but he did not shrink from the long journeys which lay 
before him. The very thought of what he was about to 
do filled Mm with cheerfulness and courage to encounter 
anything. He was, indeed, as he said, in his element : 

My appointment is all settled — Governor- Generars agent in 
the Deccan, and Brigadier in the Force serving in that quarter. 
It will be given me in a few days; and within two months of my 
coming to India I shall be in good employ and on the best 
allowances. ..... I embark in five or six days, and make a trial 
to reach Madras beating against the monsoon. If the weather is 
too severe I shall land at Sangum, Vizagapatam, or Masulipatam, 
and go on by dawk. I shalknot be more than a week or two at 
Madras. You will exclaim, ^ Now he is happy — now he is in his 
element, flying about in the thick of work.^ I will confess that, 
absent from you, I am delighted to be employed, and abbve all in 
a w^'ay that is useful to myself, and may, I trust, be also useful to 
my country.” 

Malcolm spent three "weeks in Calcutta — or rather 
between the Government houses of Calcutta and Barrack- 
pore — mow writing elaborate papers on the Pindarrees, 
now in earnest counsel with the Governor-General, and 
now hot in billiards with his aides-de-camp. Of Lord 
Moira, who had a few weaknesses, but many fine qua- 
lities of head- and heart, he wrote in terms of gratitude, 
affection, and respect : 

“ I find this place” (Calcutta), he said, in one of his letters to his 
wife, “much changed — great increase of hnildings, many altera- 


ANECDOTES OE DOBB MOIRA. 


157 


tions in society. Witk Lord Moira we dine at four o’cloclc, and 
go to bed at lialf-past nine. Up at half-past four. He works 
very hard, lives moderatel/, and looks strong and well^ in conse- 
q^uence. He is very popular, and deserves to be so; for no man 
can be more considerate, more kind, or more attentive than he 
seems to be to every one. I wrote you that I made my first ap- 
peaf^nce without epaiilets."^ He came out of his room yesterday 
in full dress, as he always is; and caught me, without coat or 
neckcloth, playing billiards with an aide-de-camp in similar cos- 
tume. He smiled and made a bow. As he was passing on to 
Mr. Seton’s (the councillor’s) rooms, I said, ‘You will find Mr. 
Seton, who belongs to the Supreme Board, and ought to know 
better, much worse than us?’ He did. Seton had thrown off 
his waistcoat, and was not a little distressed. The lord laughed 
heartily, but made him remain as he was. I mention these trifles 
to show that there is none of the little nonsense remaining of 
which we heard so much in England, and which no doubt existed 
at first.” 

At the end of the third week of May, Malcolm em- 
barked on board a small country vessel of two hundred 
tons burden, and commenced* his laborious voyage to 
Madras in the face of a strong monsoon. The pas- 
sage occupied a month, and by no means a pleasant 

^ I liave not been able to find the presented to your Lordship, that I ^ 
letter in which Malcolm tells the story forgot an important part of my accou- 
of the epaulets. It probably mis- trements.” 

carried. He often alluded to the in- In another letter Malcolm says: 
cident in after days. On his first in- Lord Hastings is really a fine fellow, 
troduction to Lord Moira, before din- He came to India with some magnifi- • 
ner, I believe, on the day of his arrival, cent ideas, and more nonsense was put 
having dressed himself in a hurry, and into his head; but^he has Been cured 
it may be presumed without the as- of all fantasies, and seems to me 
sistance of a servant, he appeared in a much what he ought to be. The pas- 
full-dress coat without any epaulets, sion for representation does no harm 
The omission was pointed out to him in Ms present station, and he has no 
by an aide-de-camp just as he was forms. At least I can say that I never 
about to address the Governor-General, got on better with any man ; and God 
Having heard much of the stateliness knows I did not study forms. He is 
of Lord Moira’s vice-regal court, the remarkable for Ms kindness to every 
negligence at first seemed to be a se- one. To me his kindness and confi- 
lious matter, but* recovering from Ms dence were unbounded. Lord Wel- 
momentary embarrassment, he said, lesley never evinced more decided par- 
“ Ton see I was in such a hurry to be tiality,” 

■ •' . ’ ♦ ' . . . ' ■ ■ 
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one. The time, however, he did his best to turn to ac- 
count. He wrote a long letter to^ Lord Moira (now Lord 
Hastings) relative to the contemplated operations against 
the Pindarrees, covering two hundred sides of paper. 
But he was all eagerness to commence his active work. 

“ I do not expect,” he wrote, “ to be more than seven or 
eight days at Madras. I proceed before Sir Thomas 
Hislop to Hyderabad, then to Poonah, then to Nag- 
poor. It is an object to communicate personally with 
the Residents and commandants of forces as soon as pos- 
sible, and then to join Sir Thomas Hislop, who I hope 
will soon be on the Nerbudda. We cannot cross the 
river or commence active operations for four months 
yet. I cannot tell you how I long to attack these mur- 
derous freebooters the Pindarrees, and how grateful I 
am for being placed in a situation where I have an equal 
chance of distinguishing myself as a political and mili- 
tary officer.” 

He was detained, however, at Madras a few days be- 
yond the time he had an1)icipated, for he was especially 
anxious to see ‘^and to take counsel with his old friend 
Thomas Munro, whose active participation in the great 
events which were developing themselves he deemed of 
the highest importance. On the 6th of July he wrote to 
John Adam, then Political Secretary at Calcutta : 

“ Colonel Munro -will be here on the 9th or 10th, and I am de- 
taiiied for^'two or three days until he arrives. Sir Thomas Hislop, 
who is what I expected^ a plain, sincere man, without any little- 
ness or jealousy, thinks it quite essential that I should stay till this 

point is settled If the arrangement is committed to such a 

maistry (workman) as Tom Munro I shall sleep all the way to 
Poonah, and the Commander-in-Chief can proceed as he ought, 
without another question, to Hyderabad. The Mahrattas will 
neither cheat nor beat Munro, and, besides, he will be the best man 
in the tiniverse to look after the J agheerdars. Munro has 
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applied for military command^ and will liave no patience at being 
excluded on small pretexts. These countries may probably he 
given over quietly; but the reverse is possible, and lyider any 
circumstance it is important a master hand should be the first to 
touch them. Any check or loss of impression at starting would 
be very hurtful; and the difference between Munro solus and the 
comBined labors of Colonel - — - (a respectable military officer) 
and Mr. Anybody (a respectable civil servant), is not to be esti- 
mated.” 

On the 9tli be wrote to another ^ the same 

strain: 

Here I am at the old place ; but how altered ! Where is 
Close? Where is Webbe ? Where is every one? However, 
we must not complain. Tom Munro, one of the school, will be 
here to-morrow. I have urged, and I trust with success, his 
appointment to the military as well as the civil power in the 
districts south of the Kishna, including Darwar and Khaursigul, 
which the Peishwah has ceded to enable us to pay the irregular 
horse of his own country and some infantry. I am only wait- 
ing to see Munro, and then start d|twk for Bangalore, Hydera- 
bad, Poonah, and Nagpoor; and having visited all these Resi- 
dencies, seen the two forces under Smith and Doveton, I shall 
join Sir tChomas Hislop’s somewhere near the Nerbudda, and 
have obtained all the information and all the opinions he can re- 
quire. ...... My situation is most flattering. As Grovernor- 

General’s agent, all political work connected with our op«rations 
is in my hands ; as Brigadier-General, I am destined for the most 
advanced force; and, what is really delightful, from the Governor- 
General down to the lowest black or white, red or tbrow^i, •clothed 
or naked, all appear happy at my advancement. This general 
feeling, my dear friend, operates to check my presumption. I 
almost fear that I may not be able to Mfil the expectations which 
have been formed.” 

After a fortniglit spent at Ma>dras 5 in the comfortable 
resiclence of the Macdonalds, Malcolm started on bis 
diplomatic circuit. Having ridden tbe first sixteen miles, 
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accompanied by bis sister-in-law and her busband, be 
commenced bis dawk-journey at Gonnatore. The com- 
panion •of his travels was “ little George Warebam,” a 
boy whom he bad picked up on bis outward voyage, to 
act as amanuensis, clerk, servant, or, as Malcolm wrote, 
“ factotum,” in the place of “ Jem,” whose curt cogncmen 
bad so puzzled the Duke.* “ Of the important occur- 
rences,” be wrote to his wife, “which happened between 
Gonnatore and Govrepauk, having slept all the way, 
I can say nothing. At the latter place, which is only 
ten miles from Arcot, I got out of my palanquin, and dis- 
pelled all the fatigues of it by a gallop to Captain Out- 
law’s, who lives in the house once occupied by our Mend 
Dallas, on the bank of the river. As I came to this last 
stage it brought a thousand associations to my mind. 
There was pride in the recollection of having come past 
and galloped over the same ground with the Duke of 
Wellington thirteen years ago ; and there was something 
better and more delightful than any emotion which pride 
can give in having travelled it with you ten years ago.” 

On the folldwing day, Malcolm entered the Mysore 
coimtry, and there he was among people who greeted 
him as an old Mend, and were eager to do him honor. 
“I was welcomed,” he wrote, “with horns and taum- 
taums', dancing-girls, amildars, peons, bazaar-men; in 
short, by high and low of every description. My vanity 
was npt a lit|le tickled to hear Malcolm-Sahib on every 
tongue.* At Bangalore he spent a day or two in com- 

^ The boy’s simplicity somewhat he knew not one word, wliispered, 
amused his master. An instance of ‘ Sir, yon have forgotten something.’ 
this, at the very first start, is given in ^ What is it ?’ I askea, with impatience, 
one of Malcolm’s letters: “Just as we 'You have forgotten,’ he added, in a 
were starting, the little fellow came lower tone, " to load your pistols.’ ^ I 
up to me, and casting a look at the could not help smiling ; but thanking 
crowd of palanquin-boys, mussaulchees, him, said we were yet a thousand miles 
police-peons, and villagers, who were from any place where it would be ne- 
all talMng loud in a language of which cessary to load a pistol,” 
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mimication witli Mr. Cole, who was then acting as 
Kesident at Mysore, relative to the contingent of My- 
sorean Horse to be supplied in aid of the appjoaching 
operations in the Deccan. On the 19th he resumed his 
journey, and entered again the Company’s territories. 
Asking a native by the side of his palanquin through 
what province he was passing, he was delighted to 
receive for answer, Mkmro-ha-moolh” ( or Munro’s pro- 
vince). He was in the ceded districts rendered me- 
morable in the history of the Company’s administration 
by the admirable management of his “ friend Tom 
Munro,” whose “name was in the mouth of all as a 
father and protector.” The more Malcolm pushed his 
inquiries into the state of the country, the more satisfied 
he was with the information he received. “ You know 
my talent for general communication,” he wrote. “I 
have heard but one language on this point from rich 
Brahmin Tehsildars, police peons, palanquin-boys, and 
village coolies.” With all he conversed freely as he 
went. Whether moving on in his palanquin, or halting by 
the way-side, he always found some one fi:om whom in- 
formatioh could be extracted, and with whom, therefore, 
he was eager to converse. 

On the 24th of July, Malcolm found himself again 
approaching Hyderabad. In the capital of the Deccan, 
where he had commenced his diplomatic career-, many 
old friends were still living — ^many old asso§iatio;i» were 
to be revived. I give the record of the week he spent at 
the Eesidency in his own words : 

“ About three miles from the city I was met by Mr. Eussell 
and the gentlemen of his family, and having mounted a horse, 
rode with them to the Residency. I had left the representative 
of the British Grqvernment at this Court fifteen years ago lodged 
in the house of a native nobleman, which was pleasant from being 
^ surrounded with small gardens and fountains, and had been 
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sufficiently modified by improvements to be rendered a tolerably 
convenient European residence. You may conceive my surprise 
to approach a palace, for such the present mansion of the British 
Resident of Hyderabad may be well termed. It is only surpassed 
in splendor and magnitude by the Government House at Cal- 
cutta. That at Madras cannot be compared to it. You enter 
through a lofty and fine arched gate, and approach throhgh a 
garden laid out more in the Oriental than European style. The 
body of the house has much the appearance of the Government 
House at Calcutta, but on a smaller scale. It contains the public 
rooms, and you may judge of tlieir size and splendor when I 
state that the dining-room is sixty feet long and forty broad, and 
that the dining-room up-stairs is sixty feet long, forty broad, 
and upwards of twenty feet high. This room, with two ad- 
joining ones that are connected with it by arched doors, form a 
most splendid suite of apartments. You may judge of the style 
in which it is furnished when I tell you that the chairs and 
couches are all covered with crimson velvet with massive gilt arms 
and backs; that it is lighted by twenty-four girandoles and five 
lustres; and that the central one, which was made by Blade, and is 
considered the finest ever seen^ cost 9501 in England. Such is 
the centre part of this fine building. The wings, which are 
removed by a terrace of about forty yards, consist each of an 
ante-room, a sitting-room, a bedroom, and closet. They arc 
upon the same elevation as the dining-room, and are connected 
r by separate stairs with offices below. These wings (one of which 
I occupy) are excellent houses. The sitting-room is thirty-six 
feet by twenty-four, and the others are in proportion. They are 
furnished in a plain way, and are quite to my taste. The palace 
I have described was built and furnished by the Nizam, and is 
kept upffiy hSn, as is much of the other parts of the state of the 
Resident. 

On the 25th, I paid a visit to the Nizam. On the 26th, I 
visited the English cantonment, which is five miles from the 
Residency. On the 27th, I dined with Mooneer-ool-Moolk.^' The 
entertainment was very splendid. I was gratified at meeting my 
old friend Chandah (Maleekha), the celebrated dancing-girl. I 
had received several trays of fruit from this lady ] she had also sent 

^ Moone^-mhMoolk was nommally the Prime ISIioister. 
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me hex picture, with expressions of regard that were meant, she 
said, to revive pleasing recollections. The Court of Hyderabad 
is- altered, and the dance and the song no longer pii5vail. A 
moody, melancholy sovereign, degraded and dejected nobles, and 
the impoverished retainers of a fallen Court, offer no field for the 
genips of Chan d ah ; but even yet, changed as she is by eighteen 
years, she maintains considerable influence, and has the lion’s 
share of all that is spent in dissipation. She has high titles, which 
give her rank among the first nobles, and she has the distinction 
of a nouhut, or kettle-drum, rides on an elephant, and keeps up a 
good deal of state. She commands the principd sets of dancing- 
girls, and, now that her own bloom is past (she is above sixty), 
is the first monopolist in the market of beauty at the capital. 
She danced and she sang for upwards of an hour, but — I know 
not hotv it is — the fine toneBy the acting, the faint, the 
recovery, the melancholy, the intoxication which she exhibited in 
turns, as she chanted her Hlndostanee and Persian odes, did not 
charm me as they were wont. After all, eighteen years do make 
some difference in the appearance and feelings both of man and 
woman. 

‘^nV'e had walked through the extensive palaces and gardens 
of Mooneer-ool-Moolk, who lives ifi great luxury and splendor, 
and were saluted at one part by a guard of'ffemale Sepoys. I 
Inquired if the Nizam still had any of this class of troops? Only 
five hundred was the answer ; and these, said Mooneer-ool-Moolk, 
have lost that reputation they formerly enjoyed. 

On the 28th, I paid a visit to’Fyze Begum, the celebrated 
lady of the late General Palmer, and was received with Oriental 
magnificence. She is living with her son, who is a merchant of 
much celebrity at this city. After this visit I w^nt to attend an 
auction of the effects of Mr. Charles Russell. As an immense 
crowd were standing in one room, bidding for a double-barrelled 
gun, the floor gave way with a great crash. I was in the centre 
of the place that first broke, and was precipitated down with men, 
beer, china, tables on my head. The fall was not great, being 
only about ten or twelve feet; but I thought I should never have 
disentangled myself. I at last succeeded in doing so, and escaped 
with some slight cuts and bruises, and drenched with beer. 
Others were not so fortunate. Two natives are dead; and several 
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others, with one or two English officers, continue to suffer 
severely from wounds chiefly made by broken bottles. 

On^he 29th5 I reviewed Major Hayes’s brigade of Nizam’s • 
battalions. There cannot be a finer corps. They are chiefly 
Hindostanee men, and are raised, paid, and officered by»us. We 
are reimbursed by a stoppage of the tribute for the Circars which 
the Company pay the Nizam. 

On the 30th, in the morning, I reviewed the Company’s 
European regiment, and was pleased to find it in such excellent 
order. I hope, for the honor of the service, it will be employed 
and distinguish itself. As I was walking near the Residency, a 
good-looking man, about forty- five years of age, made me a 
salaam. I recognised his face, but could not recollect his name. 
He said, observing this, ^ Have you forgot Syud Ibrahim, whom 
you enlisted when in command of a company of Sepoys, and who 
was promoted by you to the rank of havildar?’ Vl remember 
you well,’ I replied; ^you deserted after I left the corps, with 
many others, to Monsieur Raymond.’ / Very true,’ he said, 
smiling ; / hut I neither forgot my old o£B.cer nor the salt I had eaten 
of the Company.’ Nothing could be more true. In 1798, the 
day before the French battalions at Hyderabad were disbanded, I 
was sent by Captain Kiikpatrick to Monsieur Perron, their 
' Commander. Ag^ it was very hot, I went in a palanquin, and my 
horse was led after me. Jijst after I entered the lines a violent 
mutiny broke out. Several battalions came round my palanquin, 
which they took from the bearers, hoisted me on their shoulders, 
and endeavoured with it to force the gate of Perron’s garden, 
which* was defended by the first, or Pondicherry, battalion. I 
expostulafed in vain against the violence with which I was 
treated. Though they did not mean to kill me, I was in immi- 
nent daifger, as several balls fired in the confusion of the mutiny 
^struck the palanquin. In this situation Ibrahim Khan, who was 
.a leading mutineer, came to my aid. He, with several of his 
.companions, extricated me from the crowd, and brought my 
horse, on which I rode away.^ I have never since seen him, and 
was not a little delighted to find he was a commandant of five 
hundred men in the service of Shems-ool-Omrah, one of the first 
nobles of this country. I sent for him to my room, and gave him 

♦ This inddeut is related, but less in detail, vol. i., chap. 5. 
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a pair of shawls. I also, at his earnest request, gave him a certi- 
licate of his conduct, upon w^icli he appeared to set a great value. 
On the evening of the 30th, I went to a feast at Cliundocf'LalFs,* 
which was very magnificent. Chandah was there. She had sent 
me in th'fe morning her history of the Nizam and his ancestors, to 
whicl^ she has added a general essay on universal history. Though 
I knew this compilation had been made for her, I could not 
refuse her vanity, which increases with her age, the tribute of a 
compliment. ‘You are certainly,’ I said to her, ‘one of the cleverest 
women of the age.’ ‘ That observation,’ the old lady replied, 
quite gravely, ‘ is one of the truest you ever made.’ Her dress this 
evening was very splendid, but she looked haggard and old. Her 
eyes were painted overmuch, and their blackness, joined to a look 
of intoxication, which I fear was not feigned, made this celebrated 
woman an object of disgust more tlian of admiration. 

“ To-day, the 31st, I have been very busy. It is now eleven 
o’clock, P.M., and I start to-morrow at half-past three. I ride- 
eighty miles, and go the rest in palanquin. I expect to travel 
ninety miles a day, and to arrive within four days.” 

But altlioudi Malcolm could find time to write these 
amusing journal-letters to his wife, and to take part in 
the social incidents they relate, he had much public 
business to perform, and he devoted himself assiduously to 
it. With Mr. Henry Russell, the Resident, he was in con- 
stant intercourse, devising the best means of turning the 
resources of the Hyderabad State to good account in the 
coming struggle. The disposition of the irregular troops 
of the Nizam was arranged ; the important, qnegtion of 
supplies was discussed; the points at which depdts 
were to he established were fixed; the means of collect- 
ing sufficient carriage-cattle determined; and the officers 
best qualified by their local inform^on and experience 
to carry out these details, were summ^ed to Hyderabad. 
Sir Thomas Hi^lop was then on his way to the Nizam’s 

was tke Dewan, or Finance Minister—really the Prime 
• Minister of the conntrj. 
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capital, wliich was the great central rallying-point of the 
army of the Deccan ; and Malcolm drew up for his informa- 
tion a se*cret memorandum, setting forth the information 
which he had collected on all these subjects, and sug- 
gesting the arrangements which it would be expedient 
to adopt. On the 26th of July, he wrote to Mr. John 
Adam that all this important business was favorably pro- 
gressing : 

“All was settled properly at Mysore. All here that relates to 
the public service will be settled as it should be. I shall proceed 
to Poonah on the 1st, and return on the 13 th or 14th. This hard 

travelling agrees well with me. What with visits to 

the Nizam, and memorandums for Sir Thomas Hislop, and ar- 
rangements of different kinds, l am much hurried. ...... All 

I have yet seen or heard in this quarter confirms me in what I 
before stated, that we must speak plainly and act decidedly. This 
is not more justice to ourselves than to Scindiah and the other 
chiefs, with whom we may have to negotiate. Our power to 
dictate is complete. It will be weakened by any show of re- 
luctance to use it. I am ’certain to be always with the most 
advanced corps. ''My duties require it, and it is the only reward 
I ask for any labor I may undergo.” 

On tbe 1st of August, Malcolm started on horseback 
from Hyderabad ; rode the first forty-two miles of the road, 
and then continued his journey in his palanquin. Posting 
onward with all possible speed — stopping only for a 
little while tbnce a day, to eat a piece of bread and to 
drink a cup of milk — ^he reached the Beemah river on 
the morning of the 4th, and there found some Mahratta 
troopers posted to escort him into Poonah. Mounting 
one of their horses at each stage, he rode mto the Camp 
of the British Residency, where Mountstuart Elphinstone 
came out to meet him with the cordial greeting of an old 
friend. Malcolm had galloped sixty-four miles in eight 
hours, and had accomplished the entire distance — three 
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liundred and sixty-four miles — in thnee days. “ I may 
add,” he wrote, “ that I was not at all fatigued; a proof 
of the health I am in, and which, by the blessing bf God, 

I will by diet and exercise preserve, that I may prove 
equal to the great duties that are opening upon me,” 

His reception at Poonah by men of all classes and all 
characters was most gratifying. The natives of the place 
were scarcely less delighted to see him than were his own 
countrymen. In this he rejoiced on public grounds, for 
he believed that it would greatly increase his influence, 
and therefore his utility. But that which most glad- 
dened his heart, was the opportunity of being again in 
familiar intercourse and under the same roof with Mount- 
stuart Elphinstone. Their last meeting h ad been merely 
the meeting of two friends, with common social and lite- 
rary tastes. They were busy then as brother authors ; 
but now they met as feUow-craftsmen in the great poli- 
tical workshop, with labor of no common magnitude 
before them. There were then tjvo men in India likely to 
compete with Malcolm for the great prizqs of the service 
■ — perhaps to stand in the way of the advancement he so 
much coveted. They were Mountstuart Elphinstone and 
Thomas Munro. But ambitious as was Malcolm and 
eager for promotion, he never lost an opportunity of 
bringing forward the services and discoursing upon the 
merits of his two distinguished friends. How anxious 
he was that Munro should take part in the* great Opera- 
tions then in progress has been already shown. Whilst 
at Poonah on the 6th of August, he wrote a long letter 
to Mr. Wilham Elphinstone, an influential member of 
the Court of Directors, setting forth in strong language 
the great claims of his nephew Mountstuart to public 
reward: 

• “ The Peishwah, who is seventy miles from this, has just inti- 
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mated Ms earnest desire to see me. It is some distance for a 
morning visit; but I proceed with pleasure to pay itj as Elphin- 
stone thinks it may do good. I am one of his earliest friends- — 
used to laugh with him as well as talk politicSj and gave him a 
beautiful Arabian mare, of which he was very fond. All these 
associations have kept me in his memory, and Elphinstone thinks 
he means to unbosom his griefs. There never was such an in- 
stance of infatuation as his; but he gave himself up for the 
moment to evil counsellors, and fell as many a prince has done, 
the dupe of his own passions and a wicked favorite. He has 
suffered his punishment, and appears from his conduct to be sen- 
sible of his error, and desirous of retrieving it. I shall give him 
what consolation and what good advice I can; and most anxiously 
do I hope, if he perseveres, the Governor- General will have an 
opportunity of proving he is as forward to reward and to elevate 
as to chastise and depress. It is, I conceive, as essential a principle 
to seize any opportunity of raising our allies as of destroying our 
enemies. 

I wrote you before about Elphinstone. Lord Hastings has, 

I understand, made a strong appeal to the Secret Committee for 
some proportionate reward for his eminent services. If this is not 
attended to, who can expect hotice ? I know not in what shape 
his recompense wiH come. But if his Prince grants honors, you 
should grant something to support them. He is the oldest as well 
as the most distinguished of your Political Residents, and he has 
not, I regret to say, more than 10,000Z.; and this, believe me, is 
owing more to the disinterested generosity of his character than 
to any extravagance. The Duke of Wellington will tell you of 
the early promise he gave, and the records will inform you how 
amply tjaat has-been fulfilled. I state this from warm feelings of 
private regard — but also from a strong feeling of the necessity of 
such notice and liberality on every consideration of the public 
good. High motives must be cherished and examples given of 
your attention to such men and such services, or the tone of this 
branch of the public service will be lowered, and nothing could 
be worse for your interests.” 

On the day following that on which this letter was 
written, Malcolm set out from Poonah on his visit to 
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Badjee Kao, the Peishwah. Of Ms journey and his re- 
^ception he wrote fully to his wife : 

On the night of the 7th I commenced a journey in my palan- 
q_uin, to visit the Peishwah. I started at ten o’clock at night, and 
was leather astonished to awake at three in the morning and find 
myself only twelve miles from Poonah, half-way up a rugged hill, 
and seven out of twelve bearers with which I had started run away. 
I was compelled to walk, and found, on getting to the top of the 
hill, Major Ford, who had started with me, had been waiting on 
the road two hours. What with tramping over the rocks and the 
aid of his people, we got on to one stage, and finding there fresh 
bearers, proceeded to a place called Jerouh, about thirty-five miles 
from Poonah, which we reached at half-past twelve o’clock. We 
had still upwards of fifty miles to go in less than seven hours, as 
I had promised to be with the Peishwah by seven o’clock on the 
evening of the 8th. His Highness’s anxiety to see me was evident 
by his personal riding-horses being laid at every stage. I mounted 
one of them and galloped away fourteen miles to the foot of a very 
high and abrupt pass (called the Cumbant Ghaut), over a range of 
mountains. Over this it was impossible to ride, and we had to 
lead our horses. The heat was extreme, and I felt, before I was 
at the top, very much fatigued, but the fine fresh breeze we found 
when there, and the beautiful elevated valleys of Whye and 
Sittarah, which lay before us, relieved our spirits. We found 
capital horses at every stage, and galloped along at a merry rate. 
A few minutes before seven we reached the residence* of the 
Maharajah at Mahanlee, a village situated at the confluence of 
the rivers Yena and IGstnah, three miles from the far-famed hill- 
foot of Sittarah, which has for more than a century; “been the 
prison of the ancient sovereigns of the Mahratta Empire, the lineal 
descendants of their founder, Sevajee. 

The attentions of the Prince whom I was visiting increased as 
I approached near, I found an immense tent prepared for me, 
and a feast of grain, vegetables, and fruits, ready spread. The 
former I occupied, and the latter was divided among some ser- 
vants who had* been three days in performing the journey, and 
were that instant arrived. 

had a visit from Moro-Diksliut, the Prime Minister, who. 
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earnestly entreated that I would remain till next morning; and as 
I found it was a fast-day with Brahmins, and the Peishwah con- 
sequently too exhausted for a long conference, I consented, but * 
stipulated for a very early interview next day. The Minister 
kept me talking till twelve at night, and I was awakened at five 
o’clock on the morning of the 9th with a message that „ the 
Peishwah expected me at six. I was kept by the ceremonies of 
previous visits from Goklah and other of the Mahratta military 
chiefs with whom I was acquainted till seven, when I went to the 
Maharajah. Six years, which is the period since I saw him last, 
had not changed him much, but he looked careworn. He 
received me with apparent joy, said I was associated with Generals 
Wellesley and Close in placing him on the Musnud, that I had 
proved I had still a warm heart towards him by coming so far to 
see him, and that he was delighted to have an opportunity of 
unburdening his heart to one in whom he had such confidence. 
I had an interview of three hours and a half — what passed is 
.secret but the result was satisfactory.” 

Of Malcolm, Badjee Eao had always thought as of an 
old friend- — one to whom he might turn as a present help 
in trouble, and who would surely sympathise with him 
in all his sorrows and afflictions. Many years had passed 
since they had first met — ^years which had painfully de- 
, veloped the weakness and unworthiness of the Peish- 
wah’s character. If he had only availed himself of the 
advantages of his position, he might have rendered it one 
of respectability and independence. The British Govern- 
ment had. acted towards him with scrupulous good faith ; 
and there had been for many years at his Court an 
English gentleman, as much distinguished for his wisdom 
as his integrity, ever ready to give him advice as sound 
as it was disinterested. But he had listened to men 
whose counsel was neither sound nor disinterested ; and 
believing that the British Government would continue to 
support the prince whom they had restored, he had 
taxed their forbearance to the utmost. 
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Much, of time and much of space •would it take to tell 
all the several acts by .which Badjee Eao had incurred 
•the just and reasonable displeasure of the Goverament to 
which he owed so much. It is very probable that he 
had no settled design to provoke the hostility of the 
British ; but the nature of the alliance was distasteful to 
him ; he felt the irksomeness of the restraint it imposed ; 
and we do not commonly most love those to whom we 
are most indebted. He was a weak rather than a vicious 
prince; but his dissimulation was profound. He was 
always ready with professions of friendship, and yet he 
always secretly rejoiced in anything which tended to our 
disadvantage. His common declaration was that the 
enemies of the English were his enemies; and yet he was 
continually favoring and supporting them. At last, in 
the spring of 1817 , the measure of his folly seemed to be 
full. If he had not secretly fomented, he had connived 
at insurrectionary movements intended to embarrass and 
-annoy us; and had aided and sheltered that most bitter 
and most criminal of our enemies — Trimbuckjee Danglia 
— with whose enormities every reader of Indian history 
is familiar. The forbearance of our Government had 
been thus tried to the utmost. Decided measures be- 
came necessary. So, early in May, the terms of a new 
treaty were submitted to him, prefaced by an undertaking 
to, surrender Trimbuckjee Danglia within a month ; and, 
as a security for the fulfilment of this preliminary, three 
of the Peishwah’s forts were demanded to be given up 
within two days. Badjee Eao hesitated — asked for longer 
time for consideration — and not until his capital had been 
smrounded by British troops did he consent to surrender 
the forts. 

He was stung to the quick by this humiliation. But 
the decided conduct of the British Eesident proved that 
there was nothing for him but submission or destruction. 
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The treaty which was offered to him was duly signed in 
the course of June ; and he wa^ still brooding over the 
indignity* which he had brought down upon himself by 
his own misconduct} when Malcolm was invited to visit 
him. He was full of complaints and of professions. He 
declared that he had always been the friend of the British 
— that he had never forgotten the time when Wellesley, 
Close, and Malcolm had proved themselves to be his true 
friends in the midst of adversity; and when Malcolm 
spoke of the operations which had been undertaken for 
the suppression of the Pindarrees, he made large promises 
of assistance. He spoke freely of the difficulties of his 
position — of the many surrounding circumstances which 
rendered him so likely to be misunderstood — of the sus- 
picious conduct of others which brought him into disre- 
pute. But he repeated that he was faithful to the British 
alliance, and that he had been harshly treated by his 
Mends. He was obviously both vexed and dispirited. 
Malcolm exerted himself to soothe and encourage the im- 
happy PrincCj whose faults were mainly those of feeble- 
ness of character; and, knowing that his fears were his 
greatest enenodes, said all he could to allay them. There 
ewere those who thought that the opportunity would be a 
good one for asking or demanding new concessions ; but 
Malcolm had made up his mind to abstain from everything 
- calculated to excite the alarm or increase the discontent 
of the Peishwah ; and he believed that he left his High- 
ness comforted, if not assured. At all events, it was only 
in accordance with Malcolm’s disposition to look upon the 
bright side of things, hopefully and confidently, and he 
yet believed that the Peishwah would be true to his 
word. 

Badjee Eao may have been sincere at the time. He 
may Mve recognised, in Malcolm’s presence, the sound- 
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ness of Ms friend’s advice ; and believed that the English 
alliance was the one which would tend most to the sup- 
port of his power. But he was utterly without stead- 
fastness of character. There was really no rehance to be 
placed in his professions. And when Malcolm returned 
to the Kesidency to narrate what had passed at this con- 
fidential interview, Elphinstone, who had been for some 
years closely watching the croohed ways of the Peish- 
wah, could not be persuaded to see anything in his promises 
and professions but the boundless dissimulation which 
was so large an ingredient in his character. The two 
friends were long engaged in amicable discourse on the 
character and designs of Badjee Eao; and each confi- 
dently trusted to Time to prove the soundness of his 
opinions. 

From Poonah, Malcolm returned to Hyderabad, where 
he arrived on the 16 th of August, and commenced at 
once the work of completing Ms arrangements for the 
supply and movement of the army of the Deccan. Sir 
Thomas Hislop had fallen dangerously ill— a circum- 
stance which had increased the burden both of Malcolm’s 
labors and responsibilities. “ The eighteen days that have 
intervened since my arrival,” he wrote to his wife, on - 
the 3rd of September, “ have been an unvaried round of 
hard work, during which I can assert that I have been 
every day employed incessantly from five o’clock in the 
morning till eight at night, in maMng armngeijicnts and 
preparations to put the forces in tMs quarter in motion. 
The confidence of Sir Thomas Hislop gave me the labor- 
ing oar before he was taken ill, and since that I have had 
it still more. He is now, I think, out of all danger, but too 
weak to make it probable he will be able for some time 
to come to aitend to business j but our arrangements are 
complete — my tents and baggage are thirty miles on the 
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road to Nagpoor. I follow to-niglit. I expect to be at 
Nagpoor on the 20th, and to take command of two divi- 
sions of the army — the Cominander-in-Chiefs and my 
own — and to conduct them to a position on the hanks of 
the Nerbudda, between Hindiah and Hussungabad.” 

It was with much elation of spirit that he turned his 
back upon Hyderabad. The encampment of his escort* 
and his political suite was some thirty miles distant from 
the city, and Malcolm proceeded to join it, “ delighted,” 
as he said, to get away from the bustle and distraction of 
Hyderabad to his own home ; “ for such,” he added, in 
a letter to his wife, “ I must term my camp for a long 
time to come ; and if I cannot be with you and the dar- 
ling little ones, I prefer my tent to a palace.” 

He was not without pleasant companions. His poli- 
tical assistants — Captains Josiah Stewart and John 
Briggs, of whom I have spoken already in connexion 
with the last mission to Persia — ^were with him in camp. 
The immediate members of his family were Lieutenant 
John Low, his aide-de-camp; Cornet Max Elliot (a 
son of Hugh Elliot, the Governor of Madras) ; and Lieu- 
tenant Bell, “a gentlemanlike young man,” who had 
-• accompanied him from Bengal — subaltern officers at- 
tached, to his escorts — and Lieutenant Laurie, an Esk- 
dale man, who was surveying the route. He had, 
moreover, at this time, some guests in his camp — ama- 
teurs, mnxioufi to see something of the country and a 
little of stirring life under such good auspices. There 

^ Malcolm’s escort 'Was composed thirty from ISfagpoor. Each of these 
of motley materials. In one of his parties is commanded by an intelligent 
; family letters he says ; I forgot to and distinguished officer ; and besides 
! tell yon that, besides eighteen select furnishing collectively a good escort^ 
1 troopers, I have thirty picked horse- they are means through which I com- 
\ men of the Nizam, thirty Mysoreans, innnicate with the countries and armies 
\tMrty .from Poonah, and I shall have to which they belong.” 


J0IK1N& THE ABMY. 


175 


was Colonel Leicester Stanhope, son of Lord Har- 
rington; Captain Henry Elliot, another son of the 
Madras Governor ; Dr* Gordon, of the Nagpoor Resi- 
dency; and Mr. Williams, of the civil service, who had 
been one of his assistants in Persia, but was then 
attached to the Residency at Baroda. “I am taking 
him,” wrote Malcolm, with reference to the last of these 
gentlemen, “ the round of the Indian Courts, and going 
to show him a camp, and I hope a campaign. He is a 
manly and sensible fellow, and well qualified to fill any 
situation to which he may be appointed.”* 

Their march lay through “the heart of the ancient 
province of Telingana,” part of the Hizam’s dominions.f 
Malcolm rode principally on an elephant, a mode of tra- 
velling best suited to the state of the country, which was 
intersected by water-courses greatly swollen by the heavy 
rains. The streams, indeed, were continually interrupt- 
ing their progress, and many diverting and some vexa- 
tious incidents of travel were the result. At all personal 
inconveniences Malcolm laughed, and he had a good- 
natured enjoyment in the temporary discomfiture of 
some of his friends, knowing that such rough treatment 
might do them good. he wrote, “who under- 

stands comfort, has one of these petty rivers between him 
and half his cot, half his servants, and aU his keys. As 
to poor , neither his clothes nor horses have yet 


Williams afterwards became 
Resident at Baroda. 

t “ The people,” said Malcolm, are 
a broken and oppressed race. I am, 
indeed, disposed to believe that no 
country was ever more miserably go- 
verned. What, indeed, can be expected 
when the prince (the Nizam) is a me- 
lancholy madman, and the minister 
(Chundoo-Lali) a dow Hindoo, who 
owes his power to the support of our 


Government, and pays the price of 
subservience to our Resident for con- 
tinuance in office? Where power is 
without pride there can be no motive 
for good government. I am told it is 
impossible to maintain our connexion 
on a better footing. I can only reply, 
it is impossible there can be a worse ; 
but after all it is right that we should 
form our judgment on this point by a 
view of comparative evils.” 
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come in j 'we conclude that they are following some 
twenty miles in the rear.” But, eager as he was to push 
on, the- detention was a serious annoyance to him. “ I 
should go mad,” he said, “ with such work before me to 
be stopped at a petty village for even two days.” Such 
stoppage, however, he could turn to profitable account, 
and when he was unable to move forward, he busied him- 
self with inquiries into the old Hindoo village commimi- 
ties, the maintenance of which he believed, in common 
with many great Indian statesmen, to be essential to the 
happiness and prosperity of the people.* 

Wading, as he said, through a beautiful country, in 
high health and spirits, living abstemiously, taking much 
exercise, shooting quails wherever he could find them, 
laughing at the petty misfortunes of his friends, and being 
laughed at in turn, Malcolm splashed on to the banks of 
Godavery, which he reached on the 12th of September. 
On the following day, after a scene of tumultuous noise 
and confusion, in the midst of which he seated himself 
close to the river’s edge'' and wrote a dozen public and 
private letters, ‘he crossed the swollen waters and con- 
tinued his march. But on the 16th he was stopped by a 
torrent, which it seemed almost impossible to pass. De- 
tention at such a time was vexatious in the extreme. He 
wrote" to the Chief Secretary, saying : 

Here I am stopped hy a vile millali that is swelled into a 

'.'p/ ■ ■ " ' ^ ■ 

^ One passage at least on tins sub- tHs comitiy. It remained for us, in 
ject may be given from Malcolm’s tbe pride of reform, to sweep away this 

f rivate correspondence. have just useM and ancient institution, which I 

ad,” he wrote on the 7th of Sep- will venture to say, protected by our 
tember, a long inquiry into the vil- justice, was more calculated to make 
lage government of this country ; and our territories in India flourish than 
'iind precisely the same establishment any plan oiir wisdom will ever suggest, 
as is mentioned by Wilks in his It is a great secret to allow men to be 
Southern India, ....... The system happy in their owp way j and what we 

is not destroyed. It has continued term blessings become punishments 
whole and * well understood through when they are inflicted.” 
all the revolutions which have afflicted 
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river, but expect to pass it to-morrow morning. You will judge 
of my vexation, wlien you read the enclosed and see how we are 
expediting our troops to the'Nerbuddah, that there may be no 
possibility of our enemy being too early for us. I don’t know 
exactly in %vhat direction I shall move from Nagpoor. It will be 
determined by circumstances; but I shall be on the river with the 
first of our troops, and ready to carry into effect any instructions I 
may receive, I trust they will be early and particular. 

I conclude that we shall be told to be as orderly as possible — ^to 
conciliate the inhabitants, but to suffer no insult to pass un- 
punished. I state this, because it is the manner in which I shall 
act, and direct those under me to act, in the absence of instructions. 
In loose Governments, like those of the Mahrattas, there is no 
other mode of proceeding. I have seen the Duke of Wellington 
(who conciliated as much as any man) more than once order a 
storming party to parade for the attack of a fortified village of our 
good ally the Peishwah, and it has been on its march to the attack, 

before the gates were opened or supplies granted I am 

more vexed than I can express at the delay I have encountered; 
but I am now proceeding with one tent, and will be stopped by 
nothing that an elephant can pass.” 

He had made up liis mind to cross, and he carried out 
his resolution. After exploring the stream for some dis- 
tance, he found a place where it seemed possible for an 
elephant to pass. “ Tor seven or eight hours,” he wrote, 
“three of these animals kept going backwards and for- 
wards through the stream, loaded with baggage, men, 
women, and children. Besides what were 015, their backs, 
half a dozen held on by ropes from them, and other 
ropes fastened to these animal-bridges hauled over horses 
and camels. The whole was a scene for the pencil of 
Hogarth.” It was something better too— it was a great 
obstacle bravely overcome. Malcolm was all eagerness 
now to push on ; so, taking with him only his aide-de- 
camp Low, and Williams the amateur, with one small 
tent for the accommodation of the three, he left his camp 

* VOL. II. N 
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behind Min, and rode on as rapidly as the state of the 
roads would allow him to advance. He was ‘‘ nobly 
mount&d on a grey Persian horse called Sultan, of great 
beauty, strength, and spirit.” On those wearisome 
inarches, he said, he could not bear to find himself on 
the back of any other horse, though he had several moble 
animals with him. 

On the 20th of September, Malcolm and his compa- 
nions entered the province of Berar,* and on the 24th he 
arrived at Nagpoor. “ After the wettest and one of the 
most fatiguing journeys,” he wrote, “ which I have yet 
had — during which I was forty hours in going ninety 
miles, on horseback, in a palanquin, and on an elephant 
— I reached (on the 23rd) the tents of my old friend 
Jenkins, the Eesident of Nagpoor, who had come out 
twelve miles to meet me. Next morning we moved to- 
wards the city. The Eajah, Appa-Sahib (a young man 
of twenty!), came out to welcome me. We alighted at 
. one of his gardens, where he gave us a very excellent 
dinner, and nqade me the usual presents.” 

At Nagpoor, Malcolm spent eight or nine days — days 
■■ of incessant and laborious activity. His work differed 
little from that which had occupied him at Hyderabad, 
He had to make, or rather to complete, the arrangements 
wMch were being made for the supply of the army with 
money and provisions. In the performance of this duty ■ 
he ehcountGred no small amount of intrigue and cupidity. 
There were some eager, from political motives, to thwart 

^ Concerning tlie state of tMs conn- fin anotlier letter, Malcolm de- 

try, Malcolm tmls the following anec- scribes Appa-Sahib as a good-looking 
dote : “I asked a Jemadar of Horse, young man of about twenty-two years 
who is a native of the province, in what of age— of pleasant countenance and 
state ill was. ' Much impoverished,’ manners— very inquisitive aud inteili- 
was the reply. ^ True,’ said an old gent. He is, however, yoimg and in- 
Mysore horseman, who was riding experienced, and from desiring to rule 
near; Ht is impoverished. But the himself he becomes a shuttlecock of 
poverty of Berar resen^les the wealth different parties.” 
of other countries.’ ” 
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our endeavours j and others who held back in the hope 
of obtaining higher prices. But Malcolm had long expe- 
rience in the art of collecting supplies for an army; he 
knew how to treat with the dealers ; and he was not one, 
in such a conjuncture, to allow any considerations of eco- 
nomy to obstruct the completion of arrangements of vital 
importance to the State, In Mr. Jenkins he found an 
old friend and an able associate. And the Rajah* — ■ 
nephew of that Ragojee Bhoonsla whom Wellesley had 
beaten at Assye— professed friendship and promised 
assistance. Every one, indeed, seemed rejoiced to see 
him ; and the kind attentions of his friends did much to 
lighten his toil. 

On the 4th of October, Malcolm prepared to depart 
from Nagpoor. He had completed his circuit of the 
three great Courts of the Nizam, the Peishwah, and the 
Bhoonsla ; and was eager now to join the army which 
was assembling on the banks of the Nerbudda. Though 
the rain had ceased to fall, the country was still flooded; 
rapid progress was impossible — ^progress ofrany kind difli- 
cult and laborious. But he pushed on — ^never in better 
health, never more capable of exertion — ^his heart now 


* The following account, in one of our men. We admitted femaie suc- 
Malcolm’s letters, of a conyersation cession to the throne. It was probable 
with Appa-Sahib, is amusing and cha- that ere long a female would wear the 
racteristic : “ The Bajah was uncom- British crown — as several had done 
moiilj kind to me, and at the last before/ ^ Strange !’%(WitIi, sJhiles.) 
visit, though his wife was very ill, ^Why was not my wife with me?’ 
and he realiy looked sorry, I succeeded ‘ It was fortunate, at present, she was 
in making him laugh aloud in public not/ ‘How?’ /Her absence made 
durbar. He inquired about my family, me more able to execute the orders of 
‘ A wife and five children.’ ‘ Sons or my own State and of the Bajali. Bor 
daughters?’ ‘One son and four instance, I meant to march to Aumeer 
daughters.’ ‘How old is the son?’ on the foBowing daf ---fifty-six miles, 
‘ Eight years of age — a fine boy— very and horrid roads. If I had a wife, she 
wicked/ (A laugh.) ‘ Why were not would take five days for such a jour- 
my family with me?’o ‘The children ney/ A loud laugh, and the Maha- 
were educating/ ‘lYhat! daughters!’ rajah concluded hy saying, ‘Malcohn- 
<Yes— our ladies were educatlsd, and Sahib makes fun of everything!’ ” 
.became as clever, often cleverer, than 
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stirred by great thoughts of martial triumphs, and now 
by tender recollections of the, beloved circle at home. 
On the* 10th of October, a packet of letters from England 
reached him on the march, and filled him with delight. 
“ A week’s sunshine,” he said, “ after our terrible rains, 
has not so elevated my spirits as this delightful despatch ; 
and I turn fi:om official letters to Governor-General, 
Oommander-in-Chief, Residents, and Brigadiers-General, 
to the more important subject, as far as my happiness 
is concerned, of Manchester-street and Frant.” There 
is only one drawback to the happiness which such 
letters impart — ^the thought of all that may have hap- 
pened since they were written ; written in May, read in 
October. But this is often forgotten in the tumult of 
delight. The sight of the beloved handwriting, as it 
annihilates space, makes us also oblivious of time, and we 
see, without a doubt or misgiving, the treasures, which 
we bring from a distant country to light up the solitary 
bungalow or the lonely lent, in all the vivid colors of pre- 
sent reality. , 

“ I push on with a small party,” he wrote on the 15th 
of October, “ to Hussingabad, on the banks of the Ner- 
budda, where the principal part of the Bengal force is 
assenabled. All the preparations and operations of the 
advanced corps are committed to me, which, with the 
political arrangements, give me enough to do; but I never 
was m»bettdt health, or capable of more work.” On the 
19th, after a march of “nearly sixty miles through a 
dreary forest, without a human habitation except one 
collection of twenty or thirty huts,” he reached the 
valley of the Nerbudda ; and on the following day 
entered the cantonment of Hussingabad, which lay on 
the banks of the river. From that place.he wrote to his 
wife, under great depression of spirits. Death had been 
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busy among his friends. “I have no heart to write to 
you a long letter,” he said. “ I heard, five days ago, of 
your old friend Thompson’s death. Two days ago*, I was 
shocked by that of my old and esteemed friend Colonel 
Walker, who was my second in command j and this 
morning I heard of the death of my old and faithful 
Brahmin, Kishein Earn, whom you will well recollect at 
Mysore. This admirable man had an estate of eight 
hundred pounds a year, which was granted as the re- 
ward of public service. I wished him to send a younger 
brother ; but he would not hear of it. ‘I will march, if 
I die, with my old master,’ was his reply. And now he 
has fallen, the victim of his attachment.” 

At Hussingabad, where General Adams’s division was 
assembled, Malcolm was received with distinguished 
kindness by the officers of the Bengal army. His heart 
was still heavy with the thought of the sickness around 
him, which had smitten so many of his friends; and he 
wrote that he seemed to be almost the only healthy man 
in camp. But stirring thoughts of the great work before 
him soon, raised his energies to their accustomed pitch. 
The rains were over. The fighting season had com- 
menced. There were again the clear skies, the crisp 
fresh air of the early winter. The troops were marching 
to, or had already reached, their appointed rendezvous. 
The Pindarree leaders had been bracing themselves up 
for the encounter; and Malcolm was eager to find himself 
before them. “ I would glory more,” he wrote, “ in 
being the means of contributing to the annihilation of 
this system of murder and plunder-, than in aU the great 
victories that were ever achieved.” 

On the 26th of October, Malcolm resumed his march. 
His own division— the third— of the army of the Deccan 
had been assembling at Hurda. Colonel Walker, whose 
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deatli liacl SO touched the heart of his chief, had heeu 
instructed, upon the breaking Aip of the rains, to move 
upon that place; and Malcolm now proceeded thither to 
assume command of his troops, and also of the first 
division of the army, pending the arrival of Sir Thomas 
Hislop, who now, with recruited health, was on his" way 
to join the army. 

But intent as Malcolm was on the future, he had some 
tender recollections to bestow upon the past. The first 
day’s march brought him to the grave of an old friend. 
The incident cannot be related in more touching lan- 
guage than his o^vn : 

My first march was to Doloreali, where I arrived late at night; 
but went immediately, to pay an almost devotional visit to the 
tomb of my former friend, poor Webbe, of whom you often heard 
me speak, and who, persecuted by the wicked, whom his virtue 
had attacked, and by the ignorant whom his knowledge had con- 
founded, was driven to a life foreign to his habits, and imsuited to 
his constitution. He followed the Court of Dowlut Eao Scindiah, 
to which he was-^ppointed Resident, to relieve me, in 1804, and 
died at Doloreah. A tomb was erected to his memory by the 
late Sir Barry Close, and a Fakir, or Mahomedan priest, was left 
a small salary to guard it. The employment has proved profit- 
able, and the same man still continues in oflfice. The allowance 
and the donations of travellers have enabled him to make a garden 
around it, and to keep a lamp burning at the tomb. I gave him. 
money to build a small house, and sink a well I cannot express 
the feelings with which I contemplated this spot. The remains not 
merely of one of my dearest friends, but of the most virtuous and 
the ablest man I had ever known, were interred amid a wild waste 
from which human beings had been driven by the leopard and the 
tiger, and their precursor and ally the merciless Pindarree, who 
had for many years chosen as his den the opposite banks of the 
Nerbudda. Yet it seemed to me as if the spirit of Webbe would 
approve the spot The speck of cultivation* that is near his 
tomb has begun, since his countrymen came last year to this 
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quarter, to spread. A few inhabitants have returned to the neigh- 
bouring village, and his monument is a shrine which no one can 
pass without hearing the story of his life; and that is oi^e which 
cannot be heard without stimulating the coldest to exertions in 
the cause of humanity and his country.” 

On the 29tli of October— -having been met on the pre- 
ceding day by his friend Captain James Grant, at the head 
of 4000 Mysore horse belonging to Malcolm’s dwision 
— the General arrived at Hnxda, and assumed command 
of the troops. He flung himself at once into his work — 
visited all the posts in the vicinity — ^improved the com- 
munications with the diflerent fordable parts of the river— 
and put everything in readiness for a forward movement 
at a moment’s notice. “I do not contemplate,” he said, 
“ that the Pindarrees will resist us. -Scindiah has, I may 
say, submitted; and ruin, must attend any tangible power 
that opposes us ; but still we shall have much work, 
and I am to have (for which I thank God) more than a 

common share I am delighted with the work 

I have, the object of which is, beyond all wars, to give 
peace and prosperity to a miserable people and a wasted 
country.” One of his first acts, on assuming the command 
of the troops, was to issue an order calling upon them to 
abstain fi:om plundering or molesting the people, and 
from inflicting any injury upon the industrial resources 
of the country through Avhich they might pass. The 
protection of the peaceable inhabitants was^ver, -indeed, 
his first care. 

By the officers of the Madras army he was received 
with enthusiasm. Public dinners were given in his 
honor. But, amidst all the festivity, he sate sorrowful 
and afflicted; for Death had not yet ceased to be busy 
among his friends. “Amidst all the gratification,” he 
wrote to his wife, “ which this kindness affords, my heart 
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is broken. I wrote you in my last of poor Kisbem Eam’s 
death. Many have followed. «But, to complete my dis- 
tress, r learnt yesterday from Hussingabad that poor 
George Wareham,* of whom I have so often written 
you, must die. Never did a boy unite such warm af- 
fections, suck noble principles, and such extraordinary 
talent. I weep over his fate as I would over that of a 
son.’^ 

On the 10th of November, Sir Thomas Hislop joined 
the army, and on the 15th, at the head of a light field 
force, Sir John Malcolm crossed the Nerbudda in pur- 
suit of the Pindarrees. “You would be delighted with 
my camp,” he wrote. “ There never was a set of finer 
fellows, and they are in trim for anything. Many old 
friends are with me — James Grant, Colonel Eussell,f 
Josiah Stewart, Briggs, 'Williams, _ Cadell,J &c.— but we 
are all alarmed lest we should have an intangible 
enemy.” After crossing the river, Malcolm made a rapid 
march to Talyn, hoping* to beat up the quarters of the 
notorious freebooter Cheetoo, who fled at his approach. 
But James Grant was sent after him with twelve Jiundred 
Mysore horse, with which he surrounded the place, and 
made prisoners of the garrison and Cheetoo’s adopted 
son. -On the 30th, Malcolm wrote from Talyn to his 
wife, saying, “I march to-morrow, eighteen miles, to a 
place called Sarraignpore, from which I commence, on 
the 3rd nf December, a pursuit that you and your children 

See ante, for notice of this boj, upon the Genera^ on his first joining’ 
p. 160. the force, for instructions, Malcolm 

f Now General Sir James Russell, said to him: “You have been in the 
K.C.B. Adiutant-General’s ofSce at Madras, 

X Now Colonel Cadell — one of the and know more about routine than I 
most respected citizens of Idinburgh. do. The only advice I have to give 
He was Assistant Adjutant-General of you is to keep bvery one in good 
Malcolm's division. When lie waited humor, and we are sure to do well” 
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must pray may be successful.” Time and space annihilated 
again. “I have only a small force,” be added; “but 
they bave one heart, and are ready to do anytlung that 
men can do, and will neither shrink from fatigue nor 
from danger.” The next family letter which I can find 
is dated the 24th of December. The interval was a 
most momentous one. I must devote to it a separate 
chapter. 


186 


MEHIDPOOB. 


CHAPTEE V. 

MEHIDPOOE. 

[ 1817 .] 

OBJECTS OE THE WAH — EXTENT OE OHE OPEUATIONS— HNEASINESS AT THE AIAl- 
EAITA COTJKTS — CONDHCI OE THE EEISHWAH ASD THE BHOONSIA — EEOCEED- 
INGS IN HOEKAK’S 0A5IE— ADVANCE OE SIR JOHN MALCOLM’S DIVISION- 
NEGOTIATIONS "WITH EOLXAB’s -WAEEELS — THE BATTLE OE MEHIDEOOR — 
DEEEAX AND EtTESUII OE HOLKAR. - 

It has been said that |he war of 1817 was undertaken 
primarily for the extirpation of the Phidarrees. But it 
was seen, from the first, that it was likely to s^ell into 
a war against the substantive states of India. They 
" affected to co-operate with us; but it was doubted 
whether they did not in reality sympathise with our 
enemies ; and whether, if fit occasion presented itself, 
the Mahratta confederacy would not support the banditti 
whom*w,e calted upon them to suppress. 

The temper of the Courts of Scindiah and Holkar had 
long been suspected ; but some faith had been reposed 
in the assurances of the Peishwah and the Eajah of Berar, 
If in the summer, when Malcolm visited these princes, 
they had determined on assuming a hostile attitude, they 
cautiously veiled their designs. But as the ysear advanced; 
it became more and more palpable to those who watched 
the signs and symptoms of ^saffection at the Mahratta 
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Durbars, that our suspected allies were fast growing into 
open enemies. 

Our military preparations were on so grand* a scale 
that these threatening appearances at the Native Courts 
were regarded fearlessly by aU— hopefully by many. The 
ma^ificent army, or, rather, the two magnificent armies 
which had taken the field, were equal to any human 
emergency that could arise. They covered so immense 
an area, and their several components were so judiciously 
disposed — our combinations had been altogether made 
with so much sldll and so much forethought, that it lay 
in our power to crush any native state that might break 
out into hostility; and many believed that, as the settle- 
ment of Upper and Central India would be accelerated by 
such an assertion of our power, the sooner these still tur- 
bulent Mahrattas brought down destruction upon them- 
selves, the better for the stability of our rule, and the 
general peace and prosperity of the country. 

Let the reader place before him any map of India, and 
contemplate the expanse of country ]}dng between the 
Kistnah and the Ganges rivers. Let him glance from 
Poonah in the south-west to Cawnpore in the north-east ; 
mark the positions of the principal Native Courts, and 
think of the magnificent armies — the very flower, of the 
three Presidencies- — which were spreading themselves 
over that spacious territory, closing in upon Hindostan 
and the Deccan, and compassing alike Ihe Eihdarree 
hordes and the substantive states in their toils. The 
sportsmen of the day, indeed, regarded it as a grand 
battue of the princes and chiefs of India; and we canhot 
be surprised if those princes and chiefs looked upon the 
matter somewhat in the same light, and thought that the 
Peringhees, after a long season of rest, were now again 
bracing themselves up for vigorous action, and were 
putting forth all their immense military resources in one 
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compreliensive effort to sweep the native principalities 
from the face of the earth. 

The Mahratta was roused. He had been uneasy. He 
was now alarmed. The whole history of our connexion 
with India shows that for a native prince to apprehend 
danger is to precipitate it by his own conduct. He is 
more often ruined by his fears than by anything else. 
He does not know the virtue of quiescence. In his sus- 
picion he becomes restless; in his restlessness defiant. 
He -plunges into intrigue, collects his army, and, thinking 
only in the first instance of self-protection, is soon hurried 
into the offensive by some evil counsel or some dangerous 
mischance. He commits himself to hostility before he is 
aware of it ; and when all is over — ^when, prostrate and 
helpless at the feet of his conqueror, he declares that 
he had no intention to provoke the war which has de- 
stroyed him, there is often more truth in the words than 
-we are wont to admit. It is said, in such cases, that our 
diplomatists are duped §ind overreached, because they 
have not percqived hostile designs before they were 
formed, and known more about the future movepaents of 
our enemies than was known, at the time, to themselves. 

' It is not a want of good faith, so much as a want of con- 
sistent-counsel and steadfast action, that has brought so 
many of the princes of India to the dust. 

So it was, it appears to me, with the Peishwah and 
the Rajah of Rerar. They were alarmed by the gathering 
and the advance of our armies. They did not believe 
that these immense military preparations had been made 
simply for the suppression of the Pindarrees. They 
thought that whatever the primary and ostensible object 
of the campaign might be — a campaign conducted by the 
Governor-General himself in person, at the head of the 
Grand Army — ^it would eventually be directed against 
the substantive Mahratta states. And this was no base- 
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less suspicion. The probability of another Mahratta war, 
as the sequel of tbe Pindarree campaign, was the subject of 
elaborate State papers and the small gossip of out camps. 

♦ Statesmen solemnly discussed it at the council-board, and 
soldiers joyously predicted it at the mess-table. Had the 
whdle scope of our policy been fully understood at tbe 
Mahratta Courts— had they known that we were really 
acting in good faith towards them, and that our steady 
friendship could be secured by honestly co-operating 
with us for the suppression of the Pindarree hordes, 
whilst no real danger threatened their independence but 
that which they might bring upon themselves by their 
own rashness— they would not have suffered their fears 
to hurry them into aggression. But they only knew that 
we were putting our armies in motion from all points, 
and that in every cantonment of India the talk was about 
the probability of another war with the Mahrattas. 

It would have been wonderful if, under such circum- 
stances, there had not been another war; if, considering 
the character of these princes, the evil councillors by 
whom thev were surrounded, and their limited under- 
standing of the views and intentions of the British Go- 
vernment, they had not regarded the movements of our 
armies with suspicion and alarm, and concerted the 
means of resisting our probable aggressions. They had 
at least as good a right to prepare for contingencies as 
we had. If, when the British Government first.tOok up 
arms, and calculated the scale on which it would be ex- 
pedient to conduct its military operations, the contin- 
gency of a Mahratta war was duly provided for, and that 
provision is to be considered demonstrative only of wis- 
dom and forethought, we must surely be blinded by our 
national self-love, if we would denounce as treachery, or 
as folly, a like provision on the part of the Mahrattas, 
who were in much greater danger than ourselves. We 
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surely cannot expect all tlie world to^ dismount their guns 
whilst our own are loaded and primed, and the portfire is 
bumng> in our hands. 

In this conjuncture, when it seemed that the Mahratta 
empire was threatened by the armies of the encroaching 
Feringhee, it was natural that the eyes of all the prihces 
and chiefs should be turned towards the Peishwah, as 
the head of their tribe. In accordance with the common 
fashion of Eastern Courts, he. was a weak prince under 
the influence of wicked favorites. He was easily led 
astray; easily persuaded that it was his duty and his in- 
terest to prepare to resist the aggressions of the English. 
When, in August, Malcolm was importuned to visit him, 
he had appeared to be really sincere in the expression of 
his desire to stand fast by the British alliance ; but he 
had then been much exasperated by recent transactions 
—an unwelcome treaty had been forced upon him — and 
it was not difficult, in this firame of mind, to persuade 
him that the sovereignty of the Mahrattas was threatened; 
and that his true interest lay in hostility to the British 
Government. So the troops which he had collected 
avowedly with the intention of aiding our operations, 

^ were now held together for the purpose of resisting 
them., • 

Such a gathering of troops at Poonah could have but 
one result. A large body of id-disciplined Mahratta 
soldiehs .weredittle likely, under any circumstances, to re- 
main quiescent in the neighbourhood of the capital. It 
was necessary that they should commit excesses of some 
kind; and the temper which they manifested in the 
autumn of 1817 rendered certain the direction in which 
those excesses would be committed. Their minds had 
been inflamed by false representations of the hostile de- 
signs of the British. They believed that their very ex- 
istence, as a military body, was threatened, and that there 
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would soon be nothing but “Company’s Service,” from 
one end of India to the other. 

Against this concentration of troops at Pooaah, the 
Resident, Mr. Elphinstone, remonstrated in vain. It was 
obvious that a collision was approaching. The Mah- 
ratta soldiery had encamped all round the cantonment 
in which the British brigade was posted. The position 
was a dangerous one ; and the Resident moved the British 
force to the neighbouring village of Eirkee. The Resi- 
dency then lay between our troops and the Mahratta 
camp. On the 1st of November this movement was ac- 
complished. All hope of preventing a rupture with the 
Peishwah had then departed. Badjee Rad, repudiating 
the wise and moderate counsel of Moroo Dikshut, his chief 
minister, who was really friendly to the British, had suf- 
fered himself to be led astray by one of our bitterest 
enemies. This man, Golda by name, a chief of an evil 
disposition, overflowing with bitterness against the Fe- 
ringhees, had become pai’amount in the councils of the 
Peishwah. Unfortunately, he was on the popular side. 
He persuaded the Peishwah that it was the wish, as it 
was the interest, of the Mahrattas to resist the European 
power to the utmost; and he induced him to suffer inso- 
lent demands to be made in his name — demands jvhich 
could only result in a prompt refusal, and a subsequent 
rupture. An answer worthy of Elphinstone and of the 
nation he represented was returned ; and the PeishTwah’s 
troops then attacked the Residency. The battle of Eirkee 
was fought. The Mahrattas were beaten. And before 
the Peishwah’s troops could recover from the effects of 
this disaster, reinforcements were sent to the assistance 
of Elphinstone and the Brigade. The Mahratta camp 
was attacked: the enemy were dispersed; Poonah was 
occupied by British troops; and the Peishwah was a 
fugitive. 
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Wliilst the months of October and November saw 
these events passing at Poonah, others of kindred im- 
port were developing themselves at Nagpoor. Appa- 
Sahib had, since his interview mth Malcolm, watched 
with eager interest the progress of affairs at the Peishwah’s 
capital ; and whilst he had professed to deplore the dupli- 
citj of Badjee Eao, he had been secretly intriguing with 
him, and preparing to make common cause with the head 
of the family of Mahratta princes. Like Badjee Eao, he 
was mistrustful of the designs of the British, fearful of his 
own safety, and stimulated by evil counsellors. He had 
no settled purpose. At one time inclined to be firm to 
the English alliance, at another disposed to break out 
into open enmity, he halted between two opinions, and 
at last turned to the worse. Before the end of November, 
the Bhoonsla, like the Peishwah, was our declared enemy ; 
and, like him, after an attack on the British Eesidency, 
beaten and a fugitive. Both relied on their numbers— 
both believed they could overwhelm the handfuls of 
British soldiers posted at their capitals— and both were 
beyond measure astonished and dismayed when they 
found their best troops scattered and their countries at 
• our mercy. 

These events, which had been developed af Poonah 
and Nagpoor w^hilst Malcolm was operating against the 
Pindarrees on the banks of the Nerbudda, were soon 
followed by«. others, with the results of which he 
was more personally cpncerned.* When the British 
army first took the field, our statesmen had been more 
doubtful of the temper of Scindiah and Holkar than of 
the course that would be pursued by the princes of 

^ It lias been necessary to write stand tlieir position at a later period, 
this mncli of the proceedings of Badjee when they became* associated with the 
Bao and Appa-Sahib in the anttitan incidents of Malcolm’s life, as related 
of 1817 , that the reader may nnder- in the two following cliapters. 
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Poonali and Nagpoor. Dowlut Eao, with whom Mal- 
colm had frolicked some fifteen years before, was still the 
head of the Sdndiah family. Alarmed, and not Without 
substantial reason, by the vast military preparations of 
the British Government, he had been thrown, like the 
other’ chiefs, into a state of dangerous incertitude; and, 
without resolving to join the Mahratta confederacy, he 
had contemplated and prepared for the possibility of such 
an event, and had intrigued not only with the Peishwah, 
but also with the Court of Catamandoo. Instead of 
putting forth his strength for the extermination of the 
Pindarrees, he had harbored them and received a share 
of their spoils. But the advance of the Grand Army upon 
Gwalior seemed to render it so certain that nothing but 
ruin could result from a hostile demonstration, that 
Sciudiah’s Durbar reluctantly accepted the conditions 
offered by the British Government, and on the 6th of 
November a treaty was signed,* by which Dowlut Eao 
undertook, among other engagements, to place his troops 
at our disposal, with a British officer at the head of each 
division ; and, as some security for his good faith, to 
make over to us temporary possession of the forts of 
Hindiah and Asseerghur. The former was given up at 
once ; but the transfer of the latter was delayed, owing to 
the alleged contumacy of the commandant, and remained 

After tlie signing of tlie treaty, nation of tliose brutal^freel)G<^tei5. In 
Lord Hastings issued tlie following consequence, the troops and country 
order to his troops. It proves how of his Highness are to be regarded as 
little he desired to conceal the fact those of an ahy. generous con- 
tliat the army were longing for a war fidence mcl aninmUi zeal of the armg 
•with the Mahratta States : — “The Go- mag experieme a shade of disappoint-^ 
vemor-General has great pleasure i\x ment in the dimimslied prospect of se7ioiis 
announcing to the army that the Maha- exertion ; but the Governor-General is 
rajah, Bo wiufRao Scindiali, has signed convinced that the reieetion of every 
a treaty, by which his Highness engages officer and soldier in the army ■n^ilL 
to afibrd every facilitation to the British satisfy him that the carrying every 
troops in their piu’snit of the Pindar- point by equity and moderation is the 
rees through his dominions, and to co- proudest triumph for the British cha- 
operate actively towards the extermi- racter/’ 
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a convenient refuge for our enemies, until tlie capture of 
tlie place by our troops, some eighteen months after- 
•wards, -brotight the second Mafiratta war to a close. 

But it is more immediately to the Court and Camp of 
Holkar that it is necessary now to call the attention of 
the reader. Jeswunt Kao Holkar, who had been s® con- 
spicuous an actor in the first Mahratta war, had disap- 
peared from the scene. Strong drink had carried him to 
his grave. In his place sate his son, Mulhar Kao Holkar, 
at this time (1817) a boy, who had numbered some 
eleven years. The Kegency was vested in a woman 
named Toolsee Bhaee, who had been the favorite, though 
not the very legitimate, Avife of Jeswunt Kao, and Avho 
assumed the management of affairs when the continued 
intemperance of the Maharajah had brought him to a 
condition of idiocy so complete that it was necessary to 
remove the administration from his hands. She was 
young and beautiful, with more than common ability for 
public affairs ; but she was licentious and vindictive, and 
her evil passions had rendered her extremely unpopular 
in the state. Hqr chief favorite was one Gimput Kao, 
who was associated with Tanteea Jogee m his ministry; 
but almost all real power had passed from their hands 
into ^those of the Patau leaders, who controlled the 
soldiery ; while the Eegent and her party were suspected 
of a desire to betray the state to the English. The sus- 
picion ..was •'not wholly without foundation. Holkar’s 
Government was plunged deeply into financial embar- 
rassments, from which there was no means of extrication 
except through the intervention of some more aifluent 
state. The soldiery were clamoring loudly for their pay; 
and a question arose as to the best means of obtaining 
the assistance by which alone their dejpands could be 
satisfied, and the rapid disorganisation of the state 
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arrested before it bad reached a crisis of absolute dis- 
solution. ,, 

It is doubtful whether the Regent or her minisfers had 
any definite pohcy or any settled purpose. They were 
hanging on the skirts of Circumstance. Necessitated to 
play h secondary part in the drama, they hesitated to 
commit themselves irrevocably either to the Mahratta 
confederacy or to the English Government, but watched 
the progress of events, and were prepared to sell them- 
selves to the highest bidder. 

In this eventful autumn of 1817, the eyes of all the 
Mahratta States were turned with eager expectancy 
towards the, Court and capital of the Peishwah. All 
were more or less prepared to follow his example, and to 
throw off the mask as soon as he declared himself. 
Though their loyalty was of no very fine temper, they 
never Avliolly forgot their allegiance to him, and were 
always ready to assert it when it served their interests to 
rally I’oimd him as the chief of thgir tribe. The decided 
course which Badjee Eao had now taken, coupled with a 
prospect of the arrears of pay due to the troops being 
paid by the Peishwah’s Government, soon evolved a 
crisis in the councils of Holkar’s camp. Whatever might 
be the views or the intentions of the Regent, the military- 
leaders had resolved to make common cause with the 
Mahrattas of Poonah and Nagpoor, and to resist the en- 
croachments of the Peringhee, Tanteea JogeeVas accused 
of a design to secretly favor the English, and was forth- 
with removed from office. Gunput Rao remained nomi- 
nally at the head of the Government^ but the military 
chiefs held in their own hands the actual direction of 
affairs, and Avere dominant in the Court as in the Camp.* 

* Political and Military Transaetiom in 
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It was on tlie 24:tla of November that Tanteea was de- 
posed. The chiefs had already begun to concentrate 
tbeir trt)ops, and about this time they commenced their 
march from Eampoora to the southward. It was their 
intention to march down, along the banks of the Sepree 
river, to Mehidpoor, and to proceed thence to Holkar’s 
capital, Indore, where it was said their arrears of pay 
would be disbursed to them. From Indore they were to 
march onward to the Nerbudda, cross the river, and 
form a junction with the Peishwah’s army. The military 
chiefs were now ripe for action; the soldiery were well * 
disposed to follow the Sirdars ; and everything promised 
a speedy collision with the army of the Deccan, two divi- 
sions of which were in their near neighbourhood, ready 
to give them battle. 

If is. never easy to compute the numerical strength of 
a native Indian army. It is stated by the best cotem- 
porary authority,* that Holkar’s G-overnment could bring 
into the field some 4fi,000 men, with 200 guns. Of 
these, more th^n 30,000 were horsemen. It is not to be 
supposed, however, that the army which was now 
marching on Mehidpoor comprised so large a number of 
men, nor are the whole of them to be regarded as well- 
equipped and well-disciplined troops. In every native 
army there is a considerable proportion of what we are 
wont to call “ rabble.” They are very serviceable as ma- 
rauders. Thby hang upon the skirts of our armies, attack 
our out-lying pickets, and are great in. the art of lifting 
■ cattle at graze. But they are of little use in a general 
motion. An English commander does not, therefore, 
much concern himself about the numerical strength of 

^ Colonel Blacker — Memoir of the ployed with tlie army of the Deccan. 

t eratioM of the British Army m India In this capacity it tos one of his 
riTig the 'Mahratta War ^1817, 18, duties to supply ^^intelligence’' of this 
19, The Colonel was Quartermaster- description. 

General of the Madras army, and em- 
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the army whticli it is Ms duty to attack. When, there- 
fore, Sir Thomas Hislop and Sir John Malcolm saw that, 
it would soon become their duty to attack Holkar’s army, 
although they believed it was equal, if not superior, to 
any native force that could be brought against them, 
they Imew that to attack would be to destroy it. 

Leaving Holkar’s army, early in December, on its 
march to the southward, it is time that I should now 
return to trace the movements of Sir John Malcolm. 
The dawn of December found him with his light divi- 
sion in pursuit of the great freebooter Cheetoo. But, 
rapid as were the English General’s movements, he was 
outstripped by the unencumbered Pindarree; and it is 
doubtful whether he was, at any time, within fifty miles 
of the fugitive chief.*' But there was other and more 
importgnt work to divert him from the pursuit. Tidings 
reached his camp that Holkar was advancing, and evi- 
dently Avith no fi'iendly intent. Scarcely anticipating 
any other result than Avar, but still determined, in the 
cause of humanity, to do his best to avert it, Malcolm 
addressed a letter of remonstrance to Holkar’s Durbar, 
pointing out the folly and danger of the comse they were 
imrsuing, and suggesting, that if they had any grounds 
of complaint, or any communications to make to the Bri- 
tish Government, they should send their agents to our 
camp. ^ , 

Having done this, Malcolm prepared to unite his force 

Sir John Malcolm to Sir Thomas would have considerable influence on 
Hislop, December 13, 1837 : Oir the conduct of the latter, unless he 
the 3rd instant I marched towards was prepared, under all circumstances, 
Auggur, with the double view of keep- for an open rapture with the British 
iiig in check a force of Holkar’s, which Government, i arrived at Auggur on 
1 understood to be assembling to the the 4th of the month. On that day, 
north-east of it, and of preventing the Cheetoo reached Johnd, on his way to 
chance of Cheetoo, who was said to Oumhulnair. I never was within fifty 
have turned a little to the southward, miles of the freebooters ; and their 
being received by that Prince, as I flight was too rapid to aflbrd me the 
thought it probable that this movement least chance of reaching them.” 
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witli ttat of Sir Thomas Hislop, who, with the head- 
quarters of the army of the Deccan, was then at Oujein. 
A private letter, received from Major Agnew on the 6 th 
of December, had first iatimated to him that it was 
Hislop’s intention to direct the third (Malcolm’s) divi- 
sion to join and co-operate with his own. Information 
at the same time came to Malcolm that Holkar was 
continuing to concentrate his forces. A body of troops 
which had previously been posted at Baroo had been 
summoned to Mehidpoor, where it seemed that the 
Mahratta army purposed to make their stand. Clearly 
perceivmg, under these circumstances, the immense im- 
portance of placing at the immediate disposal of the 
Commander-in-Chief such a force as would enable him 
to dictate terms to Holkar’s Durbar, Malcolm determined 
to anticipate the orders of Sir Thomas Hislop, and to 
draw his force towards head-quarters by the route of 
Naudir and Tooranah, and at the same time to inter- 
cept what he had already begun to call the “ enemy,” in 
the event of their moving southAvard from Mehidpoor. 
But at Tooranah, which he reached on the 8 th 5 he learnt 
that Holkar’s army had not marched. Unwilling, there- 
fore, to give to the operations of his division the appear- 
ance’ of anything resembling a retrograde movement, and 
expecting to receive definite instructions from the Com- 
mander-in-Qhief, he halted during the two following 
days, and on the 11th marched to Taujpoor, where the 
expected orders were put into his hands. Sir Thomas 
Hislop was still at Oujein; and there, on the 12 th of 
December, Sir John Malcolm, with the third division 
of the army of the Deccan, joined the head- quarters of 
the force. 

At Oujein, Hislop and Malcolm halted for two days, 
and on the 14th of December marched northward, 
along the high road to Mehidpoor. Ee-crossing the 
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Sepree on the evening of that day, they took up their 
position at a place called G-unnye, where they^waited 
the issue of negotiations which were little likely to result 
in anything but a pitched battle between two armies, 
which were now encamped within a score of miles of 
each'other, and were both eager to be led to action. 
Still, however, was the policy of Holkar’s Durbar, out- 
wardly at least, dubious. The answers to Malcolm’s 
letters contained general expressions of friendship, and 
the Durbar had responded to the invitation to send 
envoys to our camp, by deputing thither three Wakeels, 
who, on the 15th of December, were received by Sir 
John Malcolm. He was too old a diplomatist to expect 
from them anything more than evasions and excuses. 
The usual tortuous character of Mahratta diplomacy 
contrasted strongly with Malcolm’s straightforward dis- 
course. He told them that the British Govermnent 
had watched, not without reasonable suspicion, the pro- 
ceedings of Holkar’s Durbar — its? vacillating, undecided 
course of policy — its apparent sympathy with our enemies, 
not yet expressed in any acts of open hostility, but seem- 
ingly only wanting fit occasion for an outburst of defiance. 
He told them that the British Government had a right to 
be offended by their negotiations with the Peishwah — ^ 
by their avowed intentions of marching upon Poonah — 
and by their disregard of the communications which, had 
been made to them by the Governor-General and the 
Eesident at Delhi. In the face of such acts as these, 
what, he asked, were mere verbal 'professions of fiiend- 
ship ? He demanded that they should enter into specific 
engagements with our Government, pledging themselves, 
among other things, not to aid our enemies, but to 
furnish their quota of troops for the furtherance of the 
general objects of the war. And hopes were held out to 
them that, if they complied with our conditions, arrange- 
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ments would be made for an. advance of money to liqui- 
date the balances due to tbe treops.* 

Tbe terms which were thus proposed to them the 
envoys affected to receive with respect. But, alleging 
that they had no power to accept or reject them^^ and 
being, doubtless, in genuine awe of the military chiefs, 
they placed themselves in frequent communication with 
the camp at Mehidpoor, and, after the old fashion of 
Mahratta diplomacy, succeeded at least in gaining time. 
Always humane and forbearing, Malcolm was unwilling 
to precipitate the crisis, and he would have averted it if 
he could; but there was a limit beyond which he could 
not suffer the Wakeels to protract the negotiations. The 
two armies were encamped, it has been said, within 
twenty miles of each other. Parties of Mahratta horse- 
men were flitting about the outskirts of our position, 
attacking our foraging parties, and carrying off our 
cattle. It was truly said, that if we hesitated any longer, 
the Mahrattas would helieve that we were shrinking 
from the encounter. So, on the 19th of December, the 
proposed treaty not having been accepted by Holkar’s 
Durbar, and no definite pledges given, the Mahratta en- 
voys were dismissed from the British camp. 

Whilst these fruitless negotiations had been going 
on, a terrible tragedy had been acted in Holkar’s camp. 
The^e had been sharp internal dissension in the Durbar. 
Gunput Bao, still supported by the Regent, was nomi- 
nally the chief minister; but the real direction of affairs 
had fallen into the hands of the military chiefs, who had 

* Nearly two years before tliis timej must know that it could not be paid. 

Lord Hastings bad anticipated tbe ne- Of course I sbould bind 

cessity of paying Holkar’s troops, as a Holkar’s troops (wbo must, perhaps, 
means of securing tbe alliance of that be brought into order by some pe- 
Gk)yemment. “I should not require cuniary advances from us) to be at 
any subsidy,” he wrote, on January 6, our disposal.” 

1816, to Mr. Metcalfe^. ** because I 
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long been suspicious of Tilsee Bhaee and her favorite. It 
may be doubted whether, at that time, their suspicions 
were well founded. Before the middle of December, the 
desire for the English alliance seems to have passed away; 
but the chiefs still believed that the Eegent and her para- 
mour wei'e willing to sell them to the British, and de- 
termined to baffle the treacherous design. So, on the 
evening of the 19th of December, they seized the Ee- 
gent and the minister; placed them in close confinement ; 
and held a council, at which the best means of disposing 
of their prisoners was warmly debated. The crisis was 
imminent ; the excitement was great ; there was no mercy 
among the councillors. As day broke on the 20th, Tilsee 
Bhaee was taken from the tent in which she had been 
confined, and carried down to the banks of the Sepree 
river, where the beautiful head of the unhappy woman 
was struck from her body, and her bloody remains cast 
into the stream. Many looked on while this foul murder 
was committed; but not a hand jvas raised in her behalf. 
The war party had now baptised their triumph in blood, 
and panted for the inevitable encounter. 

Already they were upon the eve of it. The dismissal 
of the Mahratta envoys from the British camp was the 
signal for the commencement of immediate hostilities. 
In the British camp at Gunnye were the first and third 
divisions of the army of the Deccan. The force was com- 
posed of two brigades of cavalry, two brigadfes of infantry, 
a brigade of horse artillery, some details of foot artillery, 
and a rifle corps. With the exception of the flank com- 
panies of the Koyal Scots, a detachment of the 22nd 
Dragoons, the Madras European regiment, and a part of 
the artillery force, they belonged to the Company’s native 
army. The * divisions, which were accompanied by a 
body of Mysore Horse, were considerably weaker than 
when they had been originally brigaded; for some of 


202 


MEHIDPOOB. 


tlaeir components were absent on dnty in Candeisii j some 
at Beitool, Hindiab, and Nagpopr. But tbougb compa- 
ratively'" few in numbers, they were in good condition, 
good spirits, and ripe for action. It was tbe finest, tbe 
most bracing, tbe most exhilarating season of tbe year- — 
tbe season when men revive and are reinvigorated *after 
the languor and exhaustion engendered by tbe summer 
beats and tbe autumnal damps. For many weeks bad 
these divisions been looking for an enemy. They bad 
beard of the successes of their comrades at Foonab and 
Nagpoor, and longed to earn equal laurels. And now 
they were about to come face to face with Holkar’s 
army. His cavaby were reported tbe best in tbe service 
of any native state; and it was known that be bad 
brought nearly a hundred guns into tbe field. It was no 
contemptible enemy that we were about to attack. But 
stni the victory was certain. 

On the 20tb of December, tbe British divisions en- 
camped at Humeab. Ulie morrow’s march was to bring 
them to the enemy’s position at Mebidpoor ; so the day was 
one of busy preparation and eager excitement. » Eecon- 
noitring parties were sent out to ascertain tbe nature of 
the ground on which tbe Mabrattas were encamped, and 
tbe best road by which our troops could advance upon 
them. Our Indian armies have ever, in critical conjunc- 
tures^ wanted correct information of tbe movements and 
position's of tbe enemy; and tbe army of tbe Deccan was 
now no exception to tbe rule. Tbe windings of the river 
perplexed tbe reconnoitring parties; and tbe villagers, 
deceived themselves by tbe movements of detached bodies 
of Holkar’s troops, wliicb they mistook for the main 
army, deceived our officers by representing that the 
enemy bad crossed tbe river, and were not on the bank 
on which,' we bad expected to find them. That we were in 
the near neighbourhood of the enemy was plain. Aheady 
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were Holkar’s horse beginning to display- their activity 
ao-ainst onr pickets; and it was little doubted that in the 
course of a few hours we should be in sight of tlie main 
body of Holkar ’s army. 

Wlien day broke on the following morning, it found 
our divisions already in motion. Every necessary pre- 
paration had been made on the preceding day;* and 
the troops, with Sir John Malcolm at the head of the 
advanced guard, defiled, through the dim twilight of the 
early December morning, along the road which led to 
Mehidpoor. As the army advanced, a messenger came 
from Holkar’s camp, bringing letters to Malcolm from 
the Durbar, containing strong remonstrances against our 
hostile movements. One of the dismissed Wakeels, 
Meer Zuffur, wrote also to Sir John Malcolm, that if the 
British troops would persist in advancing, it were well 
that they should bear in mind that they were advancing 
upon the army of Holkar.f The only answer which 
could be sent back to this, was- one which Malcolm had 
aheady prepared. He wrote back, that the British Go- 
vernment were still willing to afford Holkar an asylum, 
if he would throw himself upon their protection ; but 
that nothing short of this could arrest the forward move- 
ment of the army. 

Of this there was no hope— no prospect. War was 
certain ; and the army advanced upon Mehidpoor^ The 

'^ Goioiiel Blacker says, that the was spent the troops in those pre- 
position of the army on the 20 th was parations wliich had been orderedlfor 
111 some respects favorable, it had one the following day.” 
disadvantage— -the diihcnlty of quitting f Major Stewart to Mr. David Mal- 

it.^ In order to facilitate the IMS* Corres^pondence.^ Mr.Prin- 

plishment of the operation, before day- sep: states that these letters were 
break on the following moniing open- answers to others despatched on the 
ings were made from the left, of each preceding evening from our camp to 
brigade to the great. road. This woih, Witn to submission; and 
superintended by the officers appointed another to the agent employed to ne- 
to conduct them to their places in the gotiate, to know why communications 
iine^ of march, occupied the pioneers had been so abruptly broken off.” 
tin it was dark ; and much of the night 
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to'wii lies on the riglit bank of the Sepree river. It 
Avas believed that the main body of the enemy were on 
the left*bank. Eager to ascertain the precise nature of 
their dispositions, Malcolm pushed forward; and soon 
after nine o’clock on that fine December morning, as- 
cended an eminence from which he could obtain a view 
of the surroimduig country. The town itself was masked 
by a fine avenue of trees ; but he could see the windings 
of the river, and the open ground on the other side. 
There, on that left bank, the windings of the river form- 
ing a sort of circular ravelin with a wet ditch, was the 
main body of Holkar’s army encamped. They could 
hardly have been in a finer position, for the river well- 
nigh encircled them. This was apparent from the first, 
and presently a more effectual command of observation 
having been attained, our officers could see tlirough their 
telescopes that the enemy were draAvn up in two lines, 
fronting the bend of the river : the infantry and artillery 
in front, the cavalry in the rear. They seemed to be well 
prepared for ua. A formidable battery of some fifty 
guns commanded the only good ford by which our troops 
could well cross tire river. And to render the passage 
more difficult, they had sent a considerable body of horse 
into the plain on the right bank, to harass our advance, 
and, if possible, to rvork round to the rear of our line, 
and attack our baggage. 

It was nec&ary that these horsemen should be dis- 
persed before the passage of the river was attempted; so 
Malcolm was sent forward with a strong body of cavalry 
and some guns to perform this service. It was expedient 
that he should not prematurely entangle himself in an en- 
gagement, which might have delayed the crossing of the 
Sepree, and the attack on the main body of the enemy ; 
so Malcolm, using his guns with good success, dispersed 
tbe Mahratta horse on the right bank so effectually that 
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there was no need to try the sabre upon them. Onr line 
then moved down upon the ford, and commenced the 
passage of the river, molested only by the batteries on the 
opposite side, which poured in upon us a heavy enfilading 
fire from their long line of well-served guns.* 

Oilr advanced brigades crossed beneatli the meridian 
sun. The cavalry and artillery followed. Under the left 
bank of the river, near the end of the ford, was a long dry 
ridge of sand, very favorable for the reception and forma- 
tion of our troops, after their completion of the passage. 
And from this sandy level two ravines opened into the 
enemy’s country, and favored our advance, without the 
difficult process of ascending a bank between twenty and 
thirty feet in height, under the fire of the enemy’s bat- 
teries. These ravines were speedily occupied; and then 
our dispositions were made for a general attack on the 
enemy’s position. 

The passage of a river by a large force is necessarily a 
protracted operation. It was wjsely determined, there- 
fore, to commence the attack before all our troops had 
crossed the Sepree. Promptitude, indeed, was everj^- 
thing on this occasion; for the enemy’s guns were playing 
with good success, and their heavy metal— an old tale, 
and often told— soon silenced the horse-artillery battery 
which we had advanced to the front of the ford. So Sir 
Thomas Hislop, yielding to Malcolm’s solicitations, ^ave 
him the personal command of the two leading brigades, 
and permitted an immediate advance upon Holkar’s po- 
sition. 

* There was aaotlier ford higher up none of them returned hy it. A further 
the river, and for some time it was a ciroumstanee of much importance in 
question which should be tried. But favor of the left ford, was a long spit 
the dispersion of the enemy’s skir- of sand under the opposite bank, which, 
niishcrs proYcd its inutility, us the streaui flowed close to the near 

says Colonel Blacker, " though conve- bank, ofiered a convenient situation for 
mently situated for the retreat of the the partial formation of the troops ” 
enemy’s horse, it could he seen that - 
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The enemy were drawn up in line, the infantry in 
front, covered hy a battery of fifty guns, and forming, as 
it were,' the cord of the arc made by the winding of the 
river; the cavalry were formed in seven or eight detached 
bodies in the rear. About the centre of the enemy’s line 
was a ruined village, which afforded an advantageous 
shelter to a considerable body of their infantry. This 
village and the left of the enemy’s line were now to be 
attacked by the advanced brigades under Sir John Mal- 
colm. The troops which he thus led into action were 
those of the light infantry brigade, consisting of a rifle 
corps and two light battalions,* all of the Madras native 
army, whilst the flank companies of the Eoyal Scots and 
the Madras European regiments, supported by a native 
battalion, composed the first brigade, under Colonel Eo- 
bert Scott— Sir J ohn Malcolm commanding the whole. 

An opportimity long coveted was now before him. 
Malcolm was a soldier to the very core ; but, continually 
employed, as he had been for many years, in detached 
diplomatic situations, he had seen little of actual military 
service since the days of his youth; and he never before 
held any important military position in the field. He 
had often longed to participate in the excitement and the 
glory pf a general action, and had never ceased to deplore 
his accidental absence from Assye. A great opportunity 
was now before him — an opportunity of em'olling his 
name among*the soldiers, as it already was among the 
statesmen and diplomatists, distinguished in the annals of 
our Indian Empire — and his heart pulsed eagerly with 
the thought of realising the dreams of his early manhood. 

The occasion was one which required rather coolness 
and resolution in a commanding officer than much strate- 
gical skill. He was to carry at the point pf the bayonet 
the village in the centre of the enemy’s position, and the 

^ The 1st battalion of the 3rd, and the 1st battalion of the 16th Native 
Infantry. 
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left of their line; and this was to he effected only by a 
gallant charge in the face of a galling fire from the 
Mahratta batteries, to which we could give no reply. 
Omr troops, it has been said, ascended from the river by 

a ravine, which afforded them temporary shelter; but as 
they emerged thence, and began to form line, preparatory 
to the attack, the enemy’s guns poured upon them a 
heavy, well-directed fire, from a distance of some seven 
hundred yards; and it was plain that no time was to be 
lost. Malcolm wisely determined, therefore, not to wait 
for the formation of both of his brigades, but, taking 
those battalions which first cleared the ravine, to move 
forward at once upon the enemy’s position, and to leave 
the rest to form as a reserve. - 

An action of this kind is soon described. Two years 
before, the Duke of Wellington had told Malcolm that he 
won the battle of Waterloo by hard fighting. It was 
to hard fighting that Sir John now trusted. At the 
sound of the bugle, the whole hiie rose as one man, and 
moved forward upon the enemy’s batteries. It was an 
inspuing sight; and Malcolm, all his enthusiasm roused 
within him, took off his hat, and with a loud cheer, re- 
sponded to along the hne, galloped forward, and encou- 
raged his troops to follow. The men were beginning to 
run forward, when Golonel Scott, a strict disciplhiarian 
of the old Drill school, pricked his horse alongside of Mal- 
colm’s, and said, in a somewhat excited tone, “ Oh f Sir 
John, let us not lose an age of discipline at a time like 
this.” “ I beg your pardon,” returned Malcolm; “ let us 
all be composed.”* The Mahratta guns, well posted, 

^ Malcolm’s coolness througliout tlie Ms gim and taking aim, whilst at the 
engagement was extreme. He observed same time he signalled to the man at 
everything that was going on, as well the breach to reserve Ms fire, Malcolm 
in the enemy’s ranks as in our own* said, as he pointed out the action to 
When the Europeans were within some Golonel Scott, “Egad, that’s a cool 
twenty yards of the batteries, perceiving feUow.” At that instant the gnn was 
a Mahratta gunner quietly depressing discharged, sweephig away, with a 
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and admirably served, poured a destructive fire of grape 
on our line, and struck down many a brave fellow ; but 
on went our troops, Europeans and natives vying witli 
eacb other, right up to the muzzles of the guns, shooting 
down or bayoneting the gunners at their post. The in- 
fantry fled at our approach; the guns were taken and 
our line swept on to form upon the ground which the 
enemy had occupied in the morning. 

It rejoiced Malcolm’s heart to see his men move on so 
gallantly to the attack. Never before or since has the 
native soldier shown a more resolute spirit. The Sepoys 
had faith in their commander, and the commander 
trusted in his Sepoys.* From the moment that they 
advanced, steadily confronting the Mahratta batteries, 
victory was certain. Malcolm never doubted the result. 
As he rode forward, fulTof enthusiasm, surrounded by 
his staff— Josiah Stewart, John Briggs, Borthvack, Caul- 
field, Low, and others— Malcolm turned to the last 
named, who was acting as his aide-de-camp, and said, 
“ A man may get a red riband out of this!” “ I hope 
in God,” said Caulfield, who thought his chief was 
moving forward too impetuously, “ we may get you safe 
out of this;” and implored him not to expose himself 
unnecessarily to danger. But it was not easy to persuade 
a man of Malcolm’s temperament to keep himself dis- 
creetly in the rear. He still continued to push forward; 
and wherever good service could be rendered, regardless 


slioweivof tlie leading section of 
tlie grenadiers of the Royal Scots. It 
may be remarked, that throughout the 
action the enemy depressed their guns 
so much, that Malcolm and the mounted 
officers of his staff enjoyed an extra- 
ordmary immunity, considering how 
greatly they were exposed. 

^ Mr. Prinsep tells the following 
characteristic story in his account of 
the battle: ^^Sir John Malcolm, ob- 


serving a Sepoy battalion stop and fire 
in its advance, turned round to the 
men, and said, *My lads, there is little 
use in that; I think we had better 
give them the cold iron.’ Whereupon 
he was answered with characteristic 
biuntness from the ranks, Yes, your 
honor, I think we had and the line 
advanced with slicfuldered arms, in high 
glee, notvdthstaiidmg the destructive 
fire then playing upon it.” 
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of danger he was sure to he there. Seeing at one time 
that the line was irregu%— at some parts jammed two 
or three deep, at others loosely extended — he rode to the 
front, endeavouring to rectify the irregularity, at the risk 
of being shot by his own men, when his native aide-de- 
campl Syud Ibrahim, galloped up to Captain Borthwick,* 
and said, Look at the General ! — he is in front of the 
men, who are firing. Bor God’s sake bring him back.” 
It need not be said that Borthwick rode to the front to 
point out the danger of his chief. 

The main position of the enemy being carried, and tbeir 
long line of guns in our possession, the battle of MeMd- 
poor may be said to have been fought and won. But 
our cavalry, which had now come up, and done good 
service on the enemy’s right, were eager for the pursuit; 
and Malcolm, ever ready for the chase, taking with him 
also two light battalions, assumed the command of the 
pursuing force. The sight of the enemy’s camp, where 
it was probable that the Mahrattaj would make another 
stand, arrested for a while the forward movement of the 
regular troops, while the Mysore Horse continued the 
pursuit. The camp fell into our hands. Malcolm then 
pushed forward, and, some miles onward, came up with 
a party of the enemy, who, with their few remaining 
guns, seemed inclined to make a last desperate stand. 
The resistance, however, was but feeble ; the guns were 
taken; and then, while the remainder of our' force 
encamped on the battle-field, Malcolm, with his light 
detachment, crossed the river, and moved along the right 
bank of the Sepree, while the Mysore Horse moved down 
the left. The victory was now complete. The military 
power of Holkar was utterly broken, and the Prince him- 
self a miserably fugitive, at., the mercy of his European 
conquerors. 

^ How Colonel Bortliwick, o£ Georgefield, "Eskdale. 
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The battle of Mehidpoor, one of the most decisive 
ever fonght in India, or any other country, great as -were 
its results, had in itself few noticeable features. The 
description, indeed, vmtatis mutcmdis, might serve for a 
considerable proportion of our Indian battles. We are 
almost invariably overmatched by our native enemies in 
the number and weight of their guns ; and we commonly 
gain our victories by advancing, in the face of a deadly 
fire, and carrying their batteries at the point of the 
bayonet. It is not contended that at Mehidpoor, any 
more than on other great Indian battle-fields, there were 
any skilful strategical operations. But it maybe doubted 
whether oxir loss would not have been greater, and our 
victory less decided, if any other than this headlong mode 
of attack had been favored by our generals.* It was said 
afterwards that Malcolm clubbed his battalions. On this 
being repeated to Mm, he laughed and said : “ Well, if I 
did, it will be acknowledged that I used the club to some 
purpose.” , 

Nothing conld have been better than the conduct of 
the troops at MeMdpoor. The battle was fought mainly 
by Sepoys ; and the intrepidity with which they advanced 
to the attack of the enemy’s position, in the face of a 
murderous fire from the Mahratta guns, is a fine illus- 
tration of the fidelity and efficiency of the native anny 
when led to battle by men whom they trust. The for- 
ward Tsourage of the Madras Eifie corpsf could not have 
been excelled by the finest European troops in the world. 

There are some very sensible ob- tion could have been worse, and the 
servations in Colonel Blacker*s Nar- shortest waj; out of it was b,y a direct 
native relative to the strategical aspects attack. This succeeded, as it has al- 
of the battle of Mehidpgor. After ways succeeded with British troops on 
showing that the ford by which our a plain. It is conformable to their 
troops crossed the Sepree was really genius ; and there is more science 
the only practicable one, the historian shown by consiilting under such cir- 
observes: ‘"After the army had crossed, cumstances this natural disposition^ 
any flank movement WOtdd have been than in the display of an acquaintance 
absurd. They wem wHMh range of with the stratagems of war.” 
large grape from heavy guns; no situa- f The military reader who may he 
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The friglitful gaps -wHcli were made in their ranks by the 
Mahratta grape as they advanced, struck no terror into 
the hearts of the snrrivors. Onward they went to victory. 
They were inspired on that day with a feeling of devo- 
tion which sustained even the wounded and the dying in 
their agonies. Many touching anecdotes are told of the 
gallantry and self-forgetfulness of our: native soldiers on 
this bloody field. One man — a subadar of the rifle 
corps— whose legs had been shot away, said, when 
Malcolm stopped to address him with a few words of 
compassionate inquiry, “ Never mind, Sir; I shall do 
very well. The Company will give me my pension; and 
oh ! General, have not the Kifles made a great name on 
this day ?”* Another, who was sinking &st, said that he 
died happy, for his children would say that he had been 
killed doing his duty under Malcolm-Sahib- 

But heavy as was our loss,f the enemy’s was far 
greater; and their dispersion and rout were complete. 
The pursuit, however, was less successful. Abandoning 
everything — their guns, their elephants,, their camp- 
equipage, ,and much valuable property, they fled precipi- 
tately across the river. The &st opportunity of cutting - 
up the fugitives having been lost, owing to some want of 
> concert between the cavalry brigadiers, it was never*sub- 
; sequently regained. Malcolm, with the light infantry 
battalions and some horsemen, had pricked on, after J;he 

surprised by tbe statenieut that a rifle Scots attracted tbe attentioa of Sir 
corps and two light infantry battalions John Malcolm, who stopped to address 
were employed to storm tlie enemy^s to Mm a few word's of consolation;, 
batteries, is referred, for some judicious- "New imiid mej.” said tbe pooriellow'’; 
obserrations on tbe subject,, to tbe " my paia will soon be. over j but there 
work of Colonel Blacker, referred to Ees one of tbe best and most gallant 
in tbe preceding note. offoers that ever breathed’ —pointing 

^ The same gallantry and devotion, to Lieutenant Maeleod, who was dying 
were exliibited by tbe Europeans. They of a ^ape-sbot wound by bis side, 
were few in numbers^ but their bra- f Our loss was, in round numbers, 
very was conspicuous. During tbe flOO kflled and wounded; the enemy’s 
charge on tbe enemy’s guns, tbe moan- about SOQO,.. 
ing of a wounded soldier of tbe Eoyal 
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battle, in cbase of the Mahrattas, eager, if possible, to gain 
possession of the person of youpg Holkar, -who had been 
brought into action on the back of an elephant, and is said 
to have burst into tears when he saw his army retreating. 
But the enemy were too far ahead, and were altogether 
too adroit in flight, and. too expert in crossing rivers, for 
the pursuers to be able to give a good account of them. 
So at nightfall Malcolm returned to the battle-field, to en- 
camp on the ground which had now become famous in 
History. 

Another effort, however, was to be made to beat up 
Holkar ’s retreating army, which was making its way to 
the northward, it was supposed ■ to Eampoora. The 
blow which had been struck was to be followed by 
another and another, until the Durbar, and the military 
oligarchy who ruled it, were brought to throw them- 
selves upon the mercy of the British. Arrangements 
were made for the despatch, in advance, of a light force, 
imder Malcolm, on the 26th of December, whilst the main 
body of the army followed by easier marches. Meanwhile 
there were returns to be made and reports to bg written. 
It was with a feeling of mingled pride and gratitude, that, 
•tm the day after the battle, Sir John sate down to write 
-the following report to the Commander-in-Chief: 

r.SIR JOHN MALCOLM TO THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL OP THE ARMY. 

• ^ ^ , Gamp at MeMdpoor, Dec. 22, 1817. 

have the honor to report^ for the information of the 
Commander-in-Chief, the conduct and result of an attack which 
his Excellency yesterday directed me to make upon the left of 
the enemy’s position, with the 1st brigade, the four companies of 
the Rifles, and the 3rd and 16th battalions of Light Infantry. 

The light troops had been placed under cover in a ravine, near 
the.bank of the river, previous to the arrival of thp 1st brigade, and 
vWhile l advanced with the latter. I found the ground would only 
‘.admit of the two grenadier companies of his Majesty’s Royals, and 
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tlie four companies of the Madras European regiment, and four 
companies of the 2nd battalion 14th regiment of Native Infantry, 
forming on the right of the light troops ; and on being informed 
that the Horse Artillery and corps on the left were suffering 
severely under the enemy’s fire, I determined to advance rapidly the 
moment this part of the 1st brigade was formed In line, directing 
the remaining part of the 2nd of the 14tli Native Infantry and the 
1st battalion of that regiment, which had not room to form, to 
advance as rapidly as they could as a reserve. The attach was 
commenced by the Rifles, the 1st of the 3rd, and 1st of the 16th 
Light Infantry, who were directed upon the left of the ruined 
village, that formed a strong part of this point of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, and near which he had planted his heavy batteries. The 
moment the Rifles and two battalions of Light Infantry com- 
menced moving from the ravine, the advance part of the 1st 
brigade were ordered to storm the guns on the front and left of “ 
the enemy’s position, and while the Rifle corps carried the right . 
battery of the enemy’s guns, the 3rd and 16th Light Infantry 
were directed upon the village, from which the enemy kept up a . 
heavy fire of musketry. The rapid charge upon the guns made' 
by the whole of the corps under my orders was successful at all 
points; but the loss, I lament to say, ^has been very severe, for, 
though ill supported by their infantry, the enemy’s artillery was 
pointed wi|h the most destructive aim, and the fire continued ' 
till the brave men who served them were bayoneted at their 
guns. 

I beg you will inform his Excellency that nothing could exceed 
the gallantry of the troops employed on this part of the attack. . 
The character of the British soldier was on this occasion nobly' 
supported by the flank companies of the Royals and the Madras- 
European regiment. The Rifles, 1st of the 3rd ^d 1st of the- 
16th Light Infantry, and part of the 2nd of the 14th Native- 
Infantry, pushed forward with the most determined resolution 
through the hottest fire. Part of the 2nd and the 1st battalion off 
the 14th Native Infantry, who advanced to support the attack, 
evinced an equal share of ardor ; but the heavy loss^ which the 

Out of 419 Europeans and 1560 making a total of 510, were killed and 
natives wlio were engaged in tliis wounded in less than a quarter of an 
part of the attack, 94 of the former, hour, 
and 390 of the latter, with 36 officers, 
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troops sustained in the charge will best show his Excellency the 
character of the contest in which they triumphed* 

All the enemy’s guns on the left "were taken; the troops which 
had been separated in the different parts of attack formed in line 
in ihe greatest order, and any further opposition of the enemy 
would, I am assured, have only given them another opportunity of 
•signalising themselves. 

Though every officer under my orders behaved in a manner 
that has entitled him to my warmest gratitude, I feel it my duty 
to bring to his Excellency’s notice the names of those who, from 
their rank and the situation in winch they were placed, had an 
opportunity of distinguishing themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, who commanded the 1st brigade, 
•evinced upon tins trying occasion all those military qualifications 
which have so often recommended him to notice ; and I received 
throughout the day the greatest aid from the judgment and expe- 
rience of this gallant and able officer. 

To Major Bowen, who commanded the light brigade, my thanks 
are also due; and when that officer wounded, his place was 
ably supplied by Major Enowles. 

To Captain Hulme, who ^commanded the flank companies of 
his Majesty’s Royals Maj or Andrews, who commanded the 
Madras European regiment ; Major Snow, commanding the 
Rifles; Captain Walker, who, when Major Knowles «took charge 
of the brigade, isucceeded to the command of the 3rd Light 
Infantry; and Captain Cuff’hy, who commanded the 16th Light 
Infantry, I am particularly indebted. The behaviour of these 
corps in the charge furnishes the best eulogium of these officers; 
and the highest.merit is also due to Majors Smith and Ives, com- 
■ map.ding the 1st and 2nd battalions 14th regiment of Native 
Infantry, fm'*" the rapidity and order they brought their corps 
into action. 

I have to regret that an accident from a fall from his horse 
deprived me of the aid I should otherwise have had from 
Major Caddell, assistant adjutant-general of the 3rd division. To 
Lieutenant A. Stewart, assistant quartermaster-general of that 
division, I am much indebted ; and to Lieutenant Gibbings, of 
ifcmme departoent, vdio was wounded in advancing upon the 
guns. I consider It disc mj duty to bring .to the notice of the 
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Commander-in-CKief the actiye exertions of my extra aide-de- 
cainp; Lieutenant Low, Brigade Major Bor th wick, and my acting 
aide-de-camp, Lieutenant BslL , 

To Captain Josiah Stewart, my first polifical assistant, I feel 
very grateful for the assistance he gave me throughout the day. 
Captain Briggs and Lieutenant Hodges, of the same department, 
are also entitled to my best thanks. Captain Evans, paymaster of 
the 3rd division, left me before the action to act as brigade major 
to the light brigade, wjiere he was wounded, and his conduct 
entitled him to every praise. Lieutenant Laurie, at his own 
request, was permitted to join the 1st brigade, where he remained 
throughout the action, and was actively employed as staff to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Scott. 

I request yon will state to the Oommander-in-Cliief my obliga- 
tions to Captain Caulfield, of the 5th Bengal Cavalry. This 
officer volunteered Hs services as my aide-de-camp, and I had 
the benefit of his active exertions in that capacity during the whole 
of the day. 

It may appear presumption in me to mention the name of any 
of the general staff of the army, but I beg to be permitted to 
express my high sense of the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel 
M'^Gregor Murray, Deputy Adjutan4;-General of *his Majesty’s 
Eorces, who gallantly accompanied the Europeans of the right 
brigade in the attack upon the batteries, and .continued with them 
throughout the action, rendering the most useful assistance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c., 

JoOT Maeoolm, -B rigiadier-Genera^ 

The battle of Mehidpoor is a prominent incident in 
the life of Sir John Malcolm — it would b§ a prominent 
incident, Indeed, in any man’s career — ^but I find little 
mention of it in his papers. There is no memorable 
event in all Ms history of which he appears to have 
written so little. To his wife he sent , a copy of the fore- 
going letter, with an enclasure to the following effect:^ 

To Iiis soBj Bcorge Malcolm, ihm promise to write to you if ever I went 
acliildatscliool,lie\Yrote,twoortbree to battle. I have been at battle, 
montbs afterwards: “You bade me Mamma will tell you I have tried to 
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SIK JOHN MALCOLM TO LADY MALCOLM. 


MeMdpoor, Pec. 24, 1817. 

My peaeest ChaelottEj — On the 20tli, at night, I thought 
of you and the little ones. On the 21st, if ever you came across 
my mind, it was only how to' prove myself worthy of you; but 
this even, I must confess, was only for a moment, for € was 
wholly absorbed in the scene and in my duty. You will see by 
the Gazette account, and by my report of the attack of which I had 
charge (a copy of which accompanies tRis), what my task was. I 
ascended the bank of the river with proud feelings. I never 
before had such a chance of fair fame as a soldier; and if the 
countenances of white and black in this gallant army are to be 
trusted, I did not lose the opportunity afforded me. J. Stewart, 
who was with me all the day, and who is a first-rate fellow, and as 
calm in battle as at his dinner, has written an account, he tells 
me, home; he lias also sent one to Macdonald. I have no leisure 
to write, being occupied with a hundred arrangements; but you 
need have few more alarms, Charlotte. We have taken seventy 
pieces of cannon, killed and wounded between three and four 
thousand, and dispersed all their infantry. Their cavalry may 
give trouble, but there is comparatively no danger with these 
fellows. I hope to proceed in person to-night with the cavalry, 
as I hear they are, within fifty miles, quite broken down and 
broken-hearted. Your ever devoted,* 

J. Malcolm. 


behave so that you should uot be 
ashamed'* of papa. If you become a 
soldier^ you must recollect this, and be- 
have so that papa will not be ashamed 
of yom” What follows is too charac- 
teristic to Jye omitted : I have a little 
liorse not bigger than a mastiif dog. 
He trots into the tent, and eats off the 
table, which he can just reach. I take 
hold of his fore-legs, he rears up, and 
walks on his hind-legs round the tent. 
We have a monkey who sometimes 
rides this pony. It is such fun. I 
often wish that you were here. I was 
running after him and the monkey, 
some days s^o, when my old Moonshee 
(Persian writer) came out and looked 
unite pleased. A gentleman asked Mm 
tne reasbh, and he said: ^TMs sight 


brings back to my mind old times — 
twenty-six years ago, when I first came 
to my master — only, that it is but sel- 
dom he plays in this way now. Then 
he did nothing else.’ I have a number 
of fine horses ; and I hunt almost every 
day — hares, foxes, and jackals. Four 
days ago I started an elk as high as a 
horse. I rode after him more than three 
miles, till he was quite tired, and then 
coming up, I threw a large spear into 
him, \Yhicli killed him on the spot. 
There are many nice gentlemen who 
live with me ; and play and hunt with 
me. But not one that is not a good 
scholar. So take dcare and be a good 
scholar, of papa will not let you play 
and hunt with Mm.’^ 


TESTIMONIALS. 


21T 


To tlie family at Burnfoot lie sent also (a montb. after- 
wards) a copy of tbe official letter, saying: 

■» 

“I send this because there are Eskdale names in it, whose 
friends will be gratified that they were with me. Josiah Stewart 
is aga|n in high political employ, and will get on famously. Tell 
Sandy Borthwick that his brother is proper stufij and that I will 
do my best for him. Young Laurie is a fine young man ; he has 
now a staff situation, and^I will endeavour to find him a perma- 
nent one. . . . > I have no taste for grandeur, and I affect none; 
but I am not insensible to the satisfaction of having had an 
honest share in a war that better deserves the name of holy than 
any that was ever waged; for its sole object has been to destroy 
cruel and lawless freebooters, who annually ravaged all the settled 
country in this vicinity, and committed the most merciless and 
horrid acts of barbarity on the inhabitants ” ^ 

The services which Malcolm had rendered to his 
country on the battle-field of Mehidpoor were promptly 
acknowledged by the higher authorities. Writing to the 
Governor- General, Sir Thomas Hislop said : 

Your Lordship is too well aware of the high^professional cha- 
racter and* abilities of Brigadier-General Sir John Malcolm, to 
render it necessary for me to dwell upon them ; I shall, therefore, 
merely express my admiration of the style of distinguished conduct 
and gallantry with which the assault on the left of the eifemy’s 
position was headed by the Brigadier-General, and my warmest 
thanks for the great and essential aid I have derived from his 
counsels, as well pi:evious to as during the actioa of the ^Ist 
instant.’^ 

The Governor-General, in an order issued upon re- 

^ In tins letter also there is a people to beat for and all ap- 
cbaracteristic passage, in reference to pondages of rank. But I would ten 
Malcolm’s sporting pursuits j "I long, times sooner have been stumping over 
nw dear Nancy, to be at home again, tlie moors, with Jemmie Little cutting 
I have just returned from sliooting and jokes on Parson Somerville’s sliootiug- 
liunting all the morning. I bad seven jacket.” 
or eight fine Arabians to ride, fifty 
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ceipt of intelligeEce of the victory, tlras publicly expressed 
his acknowledgments : , 

^^His Excellency is requested to impart to Brigadier- General 
Sir J ohn Malcolm liis Lordship’s warm applause of the ardor and 
intrepidity with which that ofScer led the attack on the ^emy’s 
principal battery. Such an example could not but infuse in'vin- 
cible spirit into the troops.” 

But this ojficial acknowledgment by no means expressed 
the full measure of Lord Hastings’s appreciation of Mal- 
colm’s services. He directed, at the same time, his political 
secretary, John Adam, to write to the General a special 
letter of thanks — a task which we may be sure Adam 
performed with no cominon gratification.. In this letter 
the writer said : 

I am instructed to express to you the very high sense which 
the Governor-General entertains of your merits and services 
throughout the late transactions in which you have home so dis- 
tinguished a share. His Lordship has viewed with no less appro- 
bation the ability, energy, and judgment displayed by you in 
conducting, under the authority of his Excellency Sir Thomas 
Hislop, the measures productive of so speedy and advantageous a 
termination to a war, towards the hrilllant and rapid success of 
which your personal exertions and gallantry in the field had already 
contributed in so eminent a degree. His Lordship is satisfied that 
he will continue to derive the greatest benefit from your useful and 
zealous labors in the task which has been assigned to you, of 
establishing the distracted government of Holkar so as to render 
it an instrument in our hands for restoring and maintaining the 
peace of India, of which it has for a series of years been one of 
the most active disturbers ” 

One otlier tribute was paid to Malcolm — a tribute 
wMcb, althougli it was .the source of ^omg painful conten- 
tioB, be appreciated, peiimps, even more than all tlie rest. 
After tbe battle of Melndpoor, the .Mysore Horse, under 
Captain James Grant, bad captured a large quantity of 
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booty, among tkMcIi was Holkar’s sword. It was, in 
truth, no great affair. It had. a velvet scabbard, and a 
jewelled hilt. But the jewels were of no great value, 
and the intrinsic worth of the whole would have been 
highly estimated at a hundred pounds. The Mysoreans, 
how&ver, were naturally proud of their capture. As a relic 
of the victory, surrounded by historical associations, it 
had a value which no jewels could enhance. With tins 
impression, the Buckshee (or military paymaster) of the 
Mysore Horse presented it to Malcohn, who declined to 
accept it. The sword was then carried by the captors, 
as a trophy, l^o the Eajah of Mysore, who, in his turn, was 
eager to present it to Malcolm, in recognition not only of 
the fact that, on that memorable day, he had led the troops 
to victory, but also of the kindness and consideration he 
had shown, from the commencement of the campaign, 
towards the Mysore auxiliary troops. 

The compliment was very gratefal to Malcolm ; but 
there were obvious reasons why he should not accept the 
gift, without the consent of the Supreme Government. 
The question was referred, therefore, to Lord Hastings, 
who thinking, doubtless, that Holkar’s sword could pass 
into no hands so fittingly as into those of Sir John Mal- 
colm, readily consented to the proposed disposal a)f the 
trophy. Nearly a year had passed since the capture of 
the property when this reference was made. It was not, 
indeed, until the 26th of December, 1818, that the Chief 
Secretary wrote to Malcolm, saying: " I have had the 
honor to receive your despatch of the 29th of last month, 
reporting your having been apprised by Mr. Cole* of the 
desire of the Rajah of Mysore to present you with a 
sword and belt, taken by his Highness’s Sillahdar Horse 
at the battle of Mehidpoor ; and I have the satisfaction of 
conveying to you the permission of the Governor-General 


* The Honorable Arthur ColOj who was then Resident at Mysore. 
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in Council for your acceptance of tHs flattering token of 
the Rajah’s personal regard and acknowledgment of your 
attention to his troops while serving under your imme- 
diate superintendence and direction.” 

But in the mean while this proceeding had been viewed 
with little favor at Madras, whither Sir Thomas Hislop 
had returned to take his seat at the Council Board. The 
Commander-in-Chief of the army of the Deccan thought 
that it became neither the Rajah to give, nor Malcolm to 
receive, this trophy of the victory of Mehidpoor ; and he 
therefore recorded a minute, in which he said: 

do most solemnly protest, on the part of the army, and in 
my capacity of Commander-in-Chief thereof, against the right of 
the Rajah of Mysore to make away with, or dispose in any manner 
whatever, of any description of property which may have been 
presented to him by his Buckshees as having been taken by them, 
or the Horse under their command, from Holkar or his army. 
The further disposal of the whole booty of which the Sillahdars 
became possessed on that occasion having been referred for the 
decision of the Supreme Government, and assuming that their 
decision upon thb present reference will proceed upon the same 
principle as that described in the former instance, in*the letter 
from Mr. Secretary Adam of the 29tli of August, 1817, as Oom- 
mander-in-Chief of the late army of the Deccan, I deem it my 
province respectfully to urge that the sword and belt in question 
shall be placed at my disposal, to be applied in the same manner 
as if it had come into my possession on the field of battle, in which 
case X should h^ve felt it an indispensable act of duty to reserve it, 
without regard to its intrinsic value, from the spoils to be distri- 
buted to the troops, as an article of regalia, and consequently a 
suitable trophy to be laid by me at the feet of his Royal Highness 
the Prince- Regent, confident as I am that this measure would be 
the most gratifying to the feelings of every soldier of the army.’^^ 


^ The Adjutant-General of the Ma- 
dras army was also ordered to ask 
Maleolm why he had not reported the 
circumstance to the Commander-in- 
Chief. To this Malcolm replied, that 


it had not occurred till after Sir T. 
Hislop had left th^arniy of the Deccan, 
and that therefore he" reported it to 
the Supreme Government, 
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On the correspondence which then, arose between Sir 
Thomas Hislop and Sir John Malcolm I need not dwell. 
The Governor-General approved the gift of the s-^ordto 
Malcolm, and it is now an heirloom in his family. In a 
strictly military point of view, all plundered property be- 
longs’ to the army, and every article taken in battle should 
pass into the hands of the prize-agents, and be duly ac- 
counted for by them. But exceptional cases will arise, 
especially when, as in this instance, troops of different 
states are acting together, and different customs of war 
are followed ; and it appears to me that this was a case 
in which the, wishes of the Mysore Rajah might well 
have been complied with, without any offence to the 
army. I doubt, indeed, whether there was a man in it, 
beyond the Commander-in-Cliiefs own staff, who did not 
think that Holkar’s sword was destined to find its way to 
the right hands. — But in this I am anticipating the course 
of the narrative. 

Christmas-day was spent in camp at Mehidpoor ; and 
on the following day. Sir John Malcolm, taking with him , 
a brigade, of cavalry, two light infantry battalions, four 
horse-artillery guns, and a thousand Mysore Horse, set 
out in pursuit of the enemy, who were moving to the 
north-west.* The main body of the army of the Deccan 
were to follow in a few days. 

A rapid march was Malcolm’s delight; and he pricked 
forward with surprising rapidity, expecting to beat* up 
the enemy at Mundissore ; but hearing that they had 
proceeded further in a north-westerly direction, probably 
to Mulharghur, he marched on to Narghur, which place 
he reached on the 30th. There he learnt that Holkar 
had doubled back to Mundissore, to put up his heavy 
baggage and bazaars, which he had outstripped in his 
flight. The opportunity seemed a good one for a sur- 
^ A detaclimeiit from tlie Guzerat force subsequently joined Mm. 
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prise. Soj earlj on tiie inorning of tlie Slst^ Malcolm 
despatclied Captain James Grantj witli a body of Mysore 
Horse 5nd a squadron of native cavalry, with, instructions 
to fall suddenly upon the enemy’s cainp^ — a service which 
was admirably and most successfully performed. For 
under the walls of Mundissore, Grant sm’prised the Mah- 
ratta force, and captured their baggage, their cattle, and 
bazaars. A few hours afterwards, the main body of 
Malcolm’s force arrived at Mundissore. The General 
soon learnt that Holkar was eager to sue for terms ; and 
when on the following day intelligence arrived that the 
head-quarters of the army of the Deccan was approach- 
ing,*^*" Malcolm rode out to meet Sir Thomas Hislop and 
his Stajff, and, taking off his hat, announced to them that 
the war with Holkar was over. 


Note. — The BA-TTliB OB Mehiupooe. — The historical autho- 
rities to -whom reference has been made in the course of the com- 
position of this chapter are Oolonel Blacker, Mr. Prinsep, Mr. 
Thornton, and Professor 'Wilson. In the Asiatic Journal for 
3 uly , 1818, I Slid an account of the battle of Mehidpoor, written 
by an eye-witness, a day or two after the victory, which bears so 
strong an impress of accuracy, that I am induced to append it ; 
the more especially as it contains some details not given in the 
text : - 

The baggage being now pretty well up, the line advanced 
along the road leading to the ford of the Sopra, about half a mile 
south of the tjown of Mehidpoor, and Sir John Malcolm moved 
down with a brigade of guns and a regiment of cavalry, merely to 
attract the notice of the enemy’s horse, the better to secure the safe 
deposit of the baggage on the left. Whilst we were making this 
demonstration, we kept an equal pace with the line, and joined it 
again when within half a mile of the ford where we were to cross; 
two corps of light infantry and the rifle corps were then pushed 
across, the river, and posted im a ravine which runs out of it at 
angles and ddse^ta.the ford^^.the artillery fallowed, and were 

^ ^ The .aa y had gone considerably beyond 

line from Mehidpoor to Mundissore, that place, and had countermarched, 
while Malcolm, xn the pursuit of the 
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posted atoufc fifty yards across, a situation wMcli tliey liad no 
sooner readied, wlien tlie -whole of the enemy’s artillery, from 
which we had hitherto received but a few shots directed at the 
body of the troops crossing the river, opened upon all troops that 
were within their sight. The cavalry crossed next, and were im- 
mediately moved up the bed of the river to the left, under cover 
of tlieTieft bank; and after going off in that direction about half a 
mile with the Mysore Horse on their left, they were halted until 
the infantry could arrive to attack the . guns. The left brigade 
arrived next at the ford, and were moved off to the left of it, when 
they were also halted until the right brigade, consisting of 420 
Europeans and the 2d battalion of the 14th, should arrive to be 
formed on the right. The fire by this time, both round and 
grape, was extremely heavy from the front and right, particularly 
from a ruined village in that direction, about five hundred yards 
from the ford where we crossed; Sir John Malcolm' then pro- 
posed, as the greatest part of the infantry 'had arrived, that he 
should he sent with the right hrigade to storm the ruined village 
and take the guns, and the Oommander-in-Chief might at the 
same time order the attack on the left, for which they were 
all ready. The proposal was immediately assented to : orders were 
sent to the left, and Sir J ohn immediately brought the Europeans 
up the hank. We no sooner showed ourselvq^ than the men 
were knocked down very fast, and Sir John, finding that the 
rifles and light infantry were close at hand, and that they were 
suffering severely in the Nullah, ordered them to take the place on 
the left of the Europeans that was at first intended for the two 
battalions of the 14th, which could not come up the bank for 
some minutes more ; arid he immediately ordered the advance on,, 
the guns, the rifles being directed on the enemy’s battery on iJieir 
right of the village, the light infantry on the villag(? itself, and the. 
Europeans on their left battery ; four companies of the 14th also 
arrived in time to charge with the Europeans. The charge was 
made in the most gallant manner possible; the enemy’s guns were 
so well served,, that the dust was* constantly knocked up in the 
men’s faces, and great numbers of them hid every instant, hut 
there was not the slightest appearance of hesitation anywhere; on 
the contrary, all continued the most steady advance, and Sir John 
Malcolm encouraging them when he got about half way with 
a huzza, they rushed on and carried all before them; the enemy’s. 
Golandauze standing many of them to be bayoneted at the guns. 
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There were not less than forty-three guns at work on the right 
and left of this village, besides some Infantry in the village itself. 
The havoo made upon our men in tile advance was great, as you 
will see in the subjoined extract: 

Went Killed and 
into wounded in 
action, advance. 

The flank companies of the Boyals . . . 169 31^ 

Madras European Begiment . , . » 350 63 

16th Light Infantry . ..... 500 72 . 

Srd do. do, . . . . . . 460 107 

Eifle Corps . . . . . . . 300 130 

The horse artillery also suffered a very severe loss; almost all 
their guns were dismounted by the enemy’s shot. 

^^The left brigade moved out at the same time we did, and 
attacked a battery of twenty guns, supported by a body of in- 
fantry; the enemy at that battery, however, soon deserted their 
guns and retired upon their infantry, and our cavalry, on seeing 
their guns in possession of the left brigade, charged the enemy’s in- 
fantry, and cut greatnumhers of them down. The enemy’s cavalry 
were well mounted, and as they started off the moment they saw 
the advance the infantry made on their guns, they escaped almost en- 
tirely untouched, with the exception of a few overtaken in the pur- 
suit by the Mysore Horse Ainder Captain James Grant, who cap- 
tured seven eleplaants, upwards of two hundred camels, and a 
great many tattoes and bullocks. The infantry in rear of the guns 
which Sir John Malcolm stormed behaved very shabbily; they 
gave their brave Golandauze no support whatever, so that after 
the guns were taken we had little to do on the right. We 
advanced immediately afterwards to the infantry camp, where we 
expected they would be drawn up, but on the contrary we found 
but few empty tents; beyond that was a battery of thirteen 
guns, fthm whence we had a few rounds at a distance, which did 
little execution, and when they were taken possession of the battle 
may be said to have ceased. 

Sir J ohn Malcolm went in pursuit with a brigade of cavalry 
and two battalions of light infantry, across the Sopra, about four 
coss, but with no success. We were much detained by the passage 
down to the river being very narrow and the ford bad ; and the 
enemy had too great a start of us. The Mysore Horse pursued to 
the H.W. without crossing the river, and were more fortunate, as 
I “mentioned before/’ . , 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE SURRENDER OE THE PEISHWAH. 

[ 1818 .] 

THE TEEATY WITH HOLKAK — SETTLEMENT OE THE COHNTEY — APPEOACH OE 
BADJBB EAO — OYBEIUEBS — NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PEISHWAH — TEEMS 
OEEEKED —VACILLATION OP BADJEB EAO — HIS STOEENDBB — DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE SUPEEME GOVEENMENT — THE TEEMS CONSIDEEED. 

The new year found Malcolm with the sword sheathed, 
but ready to his hand ; and the "portfolio of the diplo- 
matist open before him. The victory of Mehidpoor had 
given the ‘death-blow to Holkar’s power. His army was 
broken and dispersed; the young Prince himself a fugi- 
tive and a suppliant. There was nothing left for him but 
to send his emissaries into Malcolm’s camp, and to sue 
for such terms as the mercy of the conquerors might 
grant him. , • 

The army of the Deccan was in the vicinity of 
Mundissore; and at that place Malcolm received the 
chief Minister of the fallen Prince. Already acquainted 
with the views of the G-ovemor-General, he submitted to 
the Mahratta Envoy the terms on which the British 
Government would consent to negotiate a peace. Large 
cessions of territory were demanded — cessions to be made 
in part to Ameer Khan, the Rohilla chief, who had been 
VOL. II. Q 
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detached -with his Patan levies from Holkar’s cause ; in 
part to Zalim Singh, of Kotah, who had been for many 
years U friend of the British; *and in part to the East 
India Company.* In return, it was promised, on the 
part of the British, that they would take Holkar’s re- 
maining territory under their protection, and mafintain 
a sufficient force there to preserve internal tranquillity 
and repel the aggression of foreign enemies. 

In vain the Mahratta Envoy remonstrated against 
these hard conditions. In vain he pleaded that to strip 
his master of territory and to confer it on a servant, as 
was Ameer Khan, was humiliating to him in the ex- 
treme; in vain he pleaded that the country which we 
were taking from him was the most ancient and the 
most cherished part of his dominions ; in vaiu he pleaded 
that the war had not been provoked by Holkar’s Go- 
vernment, but by a council of military chiefs acting 
against the advice of the hCnisters and in defiance of 
their authority ; in vain he dwelt upon the tender years 
of the young Prince, and his claims upon the generosity 
of a great nation like the British. Malcolin answered 
that every consideration would be shown to the youthful 
chief himself, but it was impossible to separate the acts 
of his army firom the acts of his Government; and that 
the peace of India required that he should be stripped 
of the means of again appearing in arms against the 
paramount power. The country that was left to HoUcar 

^ “Tiie terms proposed were the and his heirs^ on the condition of his 
confirmation of the engagements with niaintaining a {jnota of horse ; the ces- 
Ameer Khan—the cession to the Com- sion of the tribute of Naisinghnr— 
pany of the claims of Holkar’s Go- the cession to the Company of all 
vernment upon the Hajpoot States — Holkar’s possessions within and to the 
the cession to Zalim Singh, Eajah of south of the Sauthpoora range of hills, 
Hotah, of four districts formerly rented including Candeish, Ambu Eliora, and 
by him— the confirmation under the all his other possessions in, that quar- 
guarantee of' the Company of his ter .” — {Sir John Malcolm to Mr, Adam^ 
jaidad, amounthag-to msswiy fenr lakhs Jmumry 6, 1818>] 
of rupees per annum, to Gnfbor Khan 
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miglit yield in its present state but a slender revenue ; 
but much of that wbicb was taken from him had yielded 
none; and Malcolm pointed out that the continuance of 
peace and due attention on the part of Holkar’s Grovem- 
ment to affairs of internal administration would soon 
place his finances in a better position than before, and 
increase both the prosperity of the State and the hap- 
piness of the people. 

Finding all his arguments and all his entreaties useless, 
the Mahratta Envoy then besought Malcolm to delay for 
the present all specific engagements, and urged that the 
young Princei would throw himself unconditionally upon 
the protection of the British, leaving the terms of the 
treaty for future negotiation. But he had to deal with 
too old a diplomatist— with one too well acquainted 
with the depths of Mahratta guile — to consent to such 
a proposal as this. It would have been in effect to sus- 
pend hostilities whilst Holkar’s Government was watching 
in safety the progress of events, and taking advantage of 
the chapter of accidents. So, after some further attempt 
on the part of the Mahratta Envoy to obtain a modifica- 
tion of certain of its articles, the treaty was executed on 
the 6th of January. ‘‘ I have concluded a treaty with 
Mulhar Eao Holkar,” he wrote to his wife, “ includmg 
every advantage that could be desired, and our late 
enemies* are now encamped within two miles of jme, 
quite in good humor. The Pindarrees afe almost all 
dispersed or destroyeci, except one Cheetoo, after whom 
I detach James Grant, who will march towards the fron- 
tier of Guzerat. . . . ... Sir Thomas Hislop is sent 

^ * Writing more correctly in an offi- concemedat tMs reduction of tlie forqe, 
cial letter to Mr. Adam, Malcolm says : for tlie regiments were greatly in ar- 
'‘ Miilliar Eao Holkar came with the rears of my, and the treasury was 
of Ms army to the vicinity of empty. The battle of Mehidpoor 
my camp,” &c. It is doubtful whe- wiped out a heavy balance against 
ther Holkar’s Government was much Holkax. 
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south, and I am left with a division in Malwah j and with 
full political powers to settle Holkar’s Government.” 

The* nature and variety of his duties not permitting 
Malcolm to be continually in the immediate vicinity of 
Holkar’s Court, he directed Major Agnew, his first as- 
sistant, to reside there as the channel of communication 
with the Mahratta Prince. To that officer he wrote in- 
structions, pointing out that “whilst it was meant to 
exercise that influence over the State which is best cal- 
culated to preserve it in peace, and to establish its pro- 
sperity on a ground that will promote the interests of the 
British Government, it was very important that it should 
be done in a way which would neither affect the temper 
nor hurt the pride of the Prince or his Ministers.” The 
restoration of order to Holkar’s dominions, and the settle- 
ment of their internal administration, was to be the great 
object aimed at, and that by no overt acts of interference, 
but by the exercise of an authority as much unseen, and 
an influence as much iinfelt, as judgment, tact, and deli- 
cacy could render them. The par cere suhjeotis maxim 
was never absent from Malcolm’s mind. r 

“ Much pains had been taken,” he wrote to the Poli- 
tical Secretary on the 26th, “ during the period of nego- 
tiatidn, to preserve temper as far as could be done with- 
out a sacrifice of essential interests j and certainly the 
reeeption of the mission of Major Agnew, and every sub- 
sequeht act of the Ministers and followers of Mulhar Kao 
Holkar, proved that this had been in a great degree 
attained. I have, to promote tlois desirable object, pur- 
chased the favorite elephants of the young Prince, which 
were among the captured property, and am in hopes of 
rendering his family a still more acceptable service by 
recovering their household images, which. were plundered 
on the same occasion.” 

Whilst Malcolm was thus carrying out his measures 
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for the settlement of Holkar’s Government, he was moving 
from place to place with the corps which he commpded, 
keeping in check another Mahratta chief, J eswunt Rao 
Bhao, one of Scindiah’s viceroys, who had revolted 
against his own master, nsurped a considerable tract of 
country belonging to one of the Rajpoot protected States, 
and was harboring Pindarrees. He wrote in excellent 
spirits. There was fine bright frosty weather; good 
sport on the line of march; and every one was in good 
humor. “ I wish we had you here,” he wrote to Ms 
wife. “I would show you that I have realised all my 
plans of making men work and fight, and do everything 
men ought to do, and yet be happy and make no com- 
plaints.* The Pindarrees have gone from this quarter. 
I do nothing on the march but shoot and hunt. A 
Bengal corps came near me four days ago. Several 
officers came to see me; among others, a son of Robert 
Bums, a very fine young man. We had a grand even- 
ing, and I made him sing his father’s songs. He has a 
modest but serious pride of being the son of the bard 
of his country which quite delighted me.” Burke and 
Burns were Malcolm’s favorite authors ; and he seldom tra- 
velled about anywhere without a volume of the latter. 

“The Pindarrees,” he wrote in another letter, are 
now giving themselves rrp by hundreds. Where are now 
the fools who said we could not do this thing ? Neyer 
was a more glorious result. The noble views of Lord 
Wellesley of establishing general tranquillity are now 
nearly accomplished ; and if we have firmness and 
wisdom to preserve and maintain the great advantages 
we have gained, India will long enjoy an undisturbed 

An officer who was on Malcolm’s humor. “I need not tell you anything 

military staff at tins time, told me, in else,” it was said. You liave come 
1854, that going, on liis first appoint- from a Government office, and might 
ment to tlie general, for mstruotioiis, lie instruct me. Keep everybody in good 
\Yas told to keep everybody in good humor; and you will not go -wrong.’^ 
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peace. I coD-tmTie in excellent kealtli. Moderation and 
exercise are nay seCTets. When we march, I hunt on 
the flank. When we do not march, I rise at daybreak, 
and hunt over ten or twelve miles of country. I have 
famous horses, and am, you know, very prudent.” These 
last words axe underscored, and intended to be taken in 
a negative sense. He needed good horses, for he rode 
fifteen stone, and he rode hard; and was only prudent in- 
asmuch as that he rode well, and seldom contrived to 
hurt himself. 

At this time Malcolm was in pursuit of Jeswunt Rao 
Bhao, who had fled into Mewar. Thither Malcolm 
followed him, sent a summons to him to surrender, on 
pain of being declared a freebooter. On the 11th of 
Eebruary, the chief intimated his intention to place 
himself under Malcolm’s protection, and on the 14th he 
appeared in the General’s camp. His arrival was wel- 
comed with great joy by Malcolm, who wrote on the 
15 th: • 

This is my lucky year. Jeswunt Eao Bliao, a ^rebellious 
feudatory of Sciiidiab, who had provoked an attack, had fled * 
into Mewar. 1 followed him, and he yesterday saved me further 
trouble by coming into iny camp, and surrendering himself. I 
expect Eurreem, the chief of the Pindarrees (or at least coeq^ual 
with Cheetoo), will do the same to-morrow,’’ 

Being in the vicinity of Cliittore, he rode over to see 
a place surrounded with so many historical associations, 
and on his return wrote the following account of it to 
his wife : 

I left my corps this morning to come twenty miles to see this 
celebrated fortress of Cliittore, once before despoiled byMaho- 
mdan conquerors, the seat of Hindoo glory. ^ It stands on a 
high detached hill, which lies north and south, is between four 
and fee .mxk®, long, and apparently (for I have not yet examined 
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the interior) from half a mile to a mile in breadth. The whole is 
surrounded with a wall, which is strengthened by a great number 
of bastions. In many places the perpendicular rock gives the 
appearance of a double rampart, and adds to the imposing 
grandeur of this mountain fortress, whose antiquity appears in the 
ruins palaces, of turrets, and of temples, that are seen above its 
walls. 

* ‘ I inquired the date of Chittore from an old Brahmin, who was 
sent to give me information. It was built, he said, by the 
Panduans (five brothers, the fabulous heroes of the Mahabwas), 
who flourished five or six thousand years ago. The family of the 
present Rana of Oudipore claimed possession of it two thousand 
years ago, and it is more than five hundred years since it was 
taken by Aliah-oo-deen. It was then the ancient capital of the 
Marrahs, contained all their wealth, and was defended (though 
without success) by all th# army of their country. It now can only 
boast a miserable lower town, surrounded by ruins, and a fortifi- 
cation fiillmg into decay, defended by about five hundred men. 
Twenty thousand would hardly man its walls. Oudipore, which 
is between sixty and seventy miles from this, has long superseded 
Chittore as the capital of Me war; and the latter has not even the 
advantage it would derive from being tlie residence of a degraded 
prince and impoverished court. To give you an idea of the 
change in the fortunes of the present Ranas of Oudipore, I need 
only state they do not realise two lakhs of rupees per annum from 
a country which produced eighty lakhs, and of which they are 
still the nominal sovereigns. Till of late they were respected 
from their high descent, even by their conquerors. Madajee 
Scindiah, when he despoiled the father of the reigning Prince, 
carried his palanquin, to mark his respect for the fiist of Rajpoots. 
Jemsheed Khan, a Patan soldier, possessing the small jagheer of 
Nemahera (where I have been encamped for some days), lately 
made the reigning Rana come out of Oudipore several miles to 
meet him — a positive mark of inferiority ; but old Scindiah was a 
wily Mahratta, and cherished Hindoo feeling; while the barbarous 
Patan, considering all of a contrary religion as ^ Infidels,^ exulted 
in degrading onq of the highest of that class. I have sent a 
message to the Killadar to be allowed to visit the buildings 
in the upper fort, but am doubtful that his jealousy will not 
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grant my request; and yet he must feel awkward in refusing it, 
as he knows I yesterday sent orders for the delivery of two forts 
for his master, the Rana.” 

Kurreem Khan having surrendered as was anticipated, 
and some refractory chiefs in the neighbourhood hhving 
been reduced, Malcolm proceeded to Holkar’s camp, 
where he arrived on the 26th of February, and was re- 
ceived in a friendly and respectful manner. The natural 
kindness of his heart, his tender compassion for fallen 
greatness, and his delight in young people, rendered him 
of all others the person most likely to becgme personally 
popular at the Court of the boy- Prince, to lighten the 
distresses and to smooth down the animosities of his 
late enemies. “ I have been lately “with my young 
Mulhar Kao Holkar,” he wrote, ‘‘ and certainly the 
change of a few weeks is wonderful. The fellows that I 
was hunting like wild beasts are all now tame, and com- 
bine in declaring that^I am their only fiiend. All the 
chiefs of Holkar are in good humor. The boy himself 
is at present delighted with a sihall elephant (.which he 
lost, and I recovered and sent him) that dances like a 
dancing-girl; and a little Pegu pony, of which I made 
him a present, and which ambles at a great rate. I went 
out to hunt with him a few days ago, and we had great 
fun. The little fellow, though only eleven years of age, 
rides beautifully. He mounted a tall bay horse very 
fairly broken, and taking a blunt spear nine feet in 
length, tilted with two or three others in very superior 
style, wheeling, charging, and using his spear as ■well as 
the rest of them. He expressed grief at my going away, 
as he discovered that I was very fond of play and 
hunting.” 

But Malcolm did much more than hunt and play. His 
efforts to settle the country were strenuous and success- 
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fill. Other Pindarree chiefs came in to him, and were 
soon established as peac^ble inmates of his cam;^. He 
moved from place to place with a motley assemblage of 
troops — representatives, as it were, of nearly all the 
states of India — soldiers of the Company ; soldiers of the 
Peishwahj soldiers of the Nizam j veterans of Mysore; 
Sikh horsemen from the Punjab ; Kajpoots of the Kotah 
State; Mahrattas in Holkar’s service, our old enemies; 
and bodies of tamed and tattered Pindarrees, made up 
the diversified procession. His regular force— now de- 
tached from the main army, and made an independent 
command — was now at Mehidpore, and thither Mal- 
colm, after leaving Holkar’s camp, proceeded to join it. 
On the 8th of March he wrote to his wife that he had 
once more pitched his tent on the old battle-field. “And 
I inwardly thanked God,” he added, “ who had pre- 
served me to you and the dear little ones; and more 
than that, who had, by inspiring me with strength to do 
my duty, rendered me worthy erf the great blessing I 
enjoy in having such a family.” 

Prom Mehidpore, Malcolm moved to Oujein. There 
was still some active work before him; there were still 
Pindarrees to be brought into his camp. Kurreem Khan 
had come in ; another, named Eajun, surrendered in the 
course of April. But there was one chief, Cheetoo by 
name, a man of great energy and daring, who could^not 
consent to become a pensioner upon our bounty, "and to 
be despatched to what he called a distant and dread- 
ful country. Malcolm at one time declared that if he 
caught Cheetoo he would hang him, and that he would 
do his best to catch him. But more compassionate 
feelings came over him, and he wrote a letter to the 
chief, oftering'-him terms if he would come in; but the 
proud spirit of the Pindarree was not to be humbled, 
and he still kept his seat in the saddle and trusted to his 
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fate. His followers were dispersed ; lie Mmself was 
powerless. But lie wandered p,bout with, a few attend- 
ants, now on tlie hills, now in the jungles, seeking pro- 
tection from our enemies, spending miserable days and 
nights in constant fear of surprise, never dismounting 
from his horse, even for sleep, only to encounter at last 
a more remorseless enemy than the British. 

Meanwhile, Malcolm’s efforts to restore order and tran- 
quillity to Holkar’s disturbed country had been attended 
with good success. In the Soandwarree districts several 
refractory Zumeendars had been reduced, and his de- 
tachments had penetrated into all parts of Malwah, from 
Hindiah to Moheysir. ‘Mt is six weeks since I left 
Oujein,” he wrote on the 10th of May to Lord Hastings, 
“and from that date to the present moment this force 
has been divided into small detachments, which have 
traversed every path and every ghaut of the forests 
between Hindiah and Moheysir, and it is a remarkable 
fact, that though the country abounds with Bheels and 
robbers, under .numerous chiefs, alike celebrated for their 
habits of rapacity and violence, not a rupee of property 
has been stolen or a camp-follower hurt. These plun- 
derers have, on the contrary, sought my camp and that 
of officers whom I detached, and expressed their earnest 
hope that I would take their condition into considera- 
tion^ and provide means of livelihood less crimmal and 
hazardous thmi that to which they had long been com- 
pelled by necessity. I am now engaged in a very mi- 
nute inquiry into their real or supposed rights, and I 
hope I may be able to effect some arrangement that will 
preserve the tranquillity of the country.” 

He rejoiced in nothing so much as in this work of 
pacification. His letters to his family show how truly 
his lieart was in it. There is something very pleasant 
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and cliaracteristic in the following, addressed at this time 
to his wife : • 

You will rejoice to hear all my undertakings succeed. I 
have just tranqnillised, hy beating some and petting others, the 
most tfoublesome province in Malwah; and during my operations 
against the few remaining Pindarrees in this q^uarter, though the 
country is covered with mountains and forests, though my detach- 
ments have marched everywhere, and through countries so in- 
fested with robbers and lawless mountaineers that our troops, from 
past suffering, dreaded them, I have not had a rupee’s worth of 
value stolen, and not a follower wounded. This, my dear Char- 
lotte, I am prou^ of, for it is the result of good arrangement, and 
of a general impression, which even the most lawless own, of my 
being neither unmerciful nor unjust. l am the general arbitrator 
and pacificator of the whole country. I support my title to these 
names by accessibility at all hours to the peasant as well as the 
prince. The labor is great, but its result is delightful. Out of 
forty-six villages within ten miles of this only seven were iniia- 
bited six days ago, when I declared it was my intention to caintoon 
here. The rest were in complete ruins, every house roofl.ess. 
The inhabitants of twenty have already returned to their homes, 
and are beginning to rebuild. The whole I trust to see flourish- 
ing in a few months. Fadir-Bheel, the mountain chief, who has 
committed all these devastations, and is the terror of the country, 
has already sent his only son, a fine boy, just the age of Greorge, 
and promises to come himself. I gave the young plunderer 
knives with six blades and a nice little Arab pony. He has taken 
a great affection for me, is going to settle in my camp, to hunt, 
shoot, and play with me, and to learn cultivatfton Instead" of 
plundering ; and he insists that I must take a pet elk that has 
been broken in to ride, and can run faster up a stony hill, the 
little fellow says, than a swift horse I As your friend Colonel 
Eussell and I were yesterday walking from the place where I am 
building a little bungalow to my tent, we were met by a joyous- 
looking group. A young lad, dressed in red, with his eyes 
painted, fine ear-|ings, &o., was brought forward hy an old man, 
while a troop of females, half hiding their faces, among whom was 
a little girl of eight years of age, gaily dressed, came behind. A 
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boy Tvith an oM drum, another with a rude flageolet, and some 
friends, made up the party. They came forward and addressed 
me by name. I asked them what they wanted? Itwas a mar- 
riage, and had been put off for two years, because no one dared to 
go to the village in the hills, ten miles from my camp, and sixteen 
from their home, where it must be celebrated; but now Maicolm- 
Sahib had brought peace to all, the wedding would go on. They, 
however, wanted two of my men to guard against accidents. 

‘ Horsemen or footmen ?’ This gave rise to a curious dispute among 
themselves. They thought they might have to feed the soldiers, 
and the economists were for foot ; the dignity-men for horsemen. 
The latter carried it, by representing how fine the horses would 
look parading about at the marriage ceremony. They went away 
delighted.” ' 

But interesting as were such incidents as this, and 
consoling as were the thoughts of the good that he was 
doing, the depths of his ambition were stirred, in the 
midst of his pacificatory labors, by tidings which were 
presently brought into camp, to the effect that the 
Peishwah, with the remains of his force, was moving to 
the southward, and that there was a chance of the 
Malwah force having the privilege of giving hitn battle. 
It was better for the tranquillity of India, better for 
Badjee Rao himself, that he should try conclusions with 
us at bnce, than that he should hover about in a state 
of inglorious uncertainty with regard to the future, half 
a pijnce and half a fugitive, unsettling the minds of other 
chiefs, 'and rmsing in the breasts of their followers, per- 
haps, some vague hope of the restoration of the Mahratta 
power. But it was better still, in Malcolm’s opinion, 
that the Peishwah should voluntarily throAv himself on 
the protection of the British Government, and finish the 
war by the surrender at once of his person and his do- 
minions. 

"Whatever might have been, at this time, the Peish- 
wah’s intentions — whether he were advancing, intent 
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on war or on peace, Malcolm prepared liiniself to meet 
tlie emergency. He made Ms military dispositions, and 
delayed the removal of Holkar’s Court to Indore.* “ The 
approximation of the Peishwah to this quarter,” he wrote, 
on the 17th of May, to Major Agnew, “whether with 
amicable or hostile views, requires that every element of 
intrigue should be kept as much as possible at a distance ; 
and whilst I should feel my military operations clogged 
by the presence of Holkar’s Court at Indore, I should 
still more fear having any negotiations I entered into with 
Badjee Rao disturbed and interrupted by its being in the 
immediate vicinity.” 

It was soon apparent, however, that it was with diplo- 
macy, not with war, that Badjee Eao was to be met. 
Late on the 17th of May an emissary from the Peishwah 
arrived in Malcolm’s camp at Mhow with a letter from 
his master. The conference between the Mahratta Envoy 
and the British General lasted during a great part of the 
night. Everything that could be urged in favor of the 
Peishwah was urged, but with ho avail, by the former. 
Malcolm could not hold out any hope that the British 
Government would consent to restore Badjee Eao even 
to a state of nominal sovereignty. He had forfeited by 
Ms conduct all claim to title or dominion. But,imme- 
diate submission, it was added, by hastening the termina- 
tion of the war which he had so unjustifiably provoked, 
might even then induce them to consides with, all" cle- 
mency and generosity his fallen state. Finding that he 
could not move the officer, the Mahratta agent then en- 
deavoured to touch the heart of the man. He appealed 
to Malcolm’s old feelings of personal friendship. “ That 
friendship,” it was answered, “ was disregarded when it 
might have saved. I warned him of his danger, but my 
advice wa.s thrown away. I shall still, however, be re- 
joiced to be the instrument of saving him from total ruin. 
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All opposition is now fhiitless. Let Mm throw himself 
upon the bounty of the British Government, and he will 
save hknself, his family, and hiff adherents, fromtotal de- 
struction.” 

The Mahratta Envoy then, instructed by his master, 
implored Malcolm to visit the Peishwah in his camp. 
But the proposal was peremptorily rejected. “ It would 
have shown,” said Malcolm, “a solicitude for his sub- 
mission which would have operated against the object 
which it was meant to promote. Besides, it would have 
removed me from the position where I could best employ 
the means at my disposal for the reduction of the 
Peishwah, if I had been driven to war.” Instead, there- 
fore, of himself proceeding to Badjee Eao’s camp, he 
despatched a confidential officer to communicate upon 
his part with the Peishwah, and especially to urge upon 
him the necessity, as a preliminary to negotiation, of 
moving forward from the position which he then occu- 
pied in Scindiah’s dominions and in the neighbourhood 
of Asseerghur, a fortress held by a party of our enemies, 
which we were afterwards compelled to reduce. 

The officer whom Sir John Malcolm selected to per- 
form the delicate task of inducing the Peishwah to fling 
himself upon the protection of the British was Lieutenant 
J ohn Low, of the Madras Army, whom, some time before, 
he had appointed his aide-de-camp, and whose energy 
and-ability h^d soon recommended him for higher and 
more responsible duties.* The instructions With which 
he set out were full and precise. Malcolm, who knew 
by painful experience what were the evil consequences 
of proceeding on any mission without ample instructions 
from superior authority, always furnished his own dele- 
gates with written orders, which only the crassest igno- 

# 

* Colonel Woi XiOW;, and now General Low, member of the 

for Besident Lneknow ; Supreme Council of India. 


inSGOTIATIONS WITH BADJEE EAO, 239 

ranee could misinterpret. Low was, therefore, now 
instructed to intimate to the Peishwah that, although he 
could never again be restored to sovereignty, and never 
allowed to reside in the Deccan, his safety, if he would 
throw himself upon the protection of the British, should 
be gilai-anteed ; that he should be treated with respect ; 
that he should enjoy personal hberty, and be allowed as 
much latitude in the choice of his future place of resi- 
dence as might be deemed compatible with the general 
peace of India. It was to be intimated also to the 
Peishwah that Sir John Malcolm was advancing to 
Mundlasir, and that if the Prince, detaching himself 
from his followers, with the exception only of his family 
and immediate personal adherents, would advance to 
that place, the English General would visit his camp 
unattended, and there negotiate the terms of Ms sur- 
render. 

Lieutenant Low started, accompanied by Lieutenant 
Macdonald, another of Malcolm’s political assistants ; and 
the General then, making such a disposition of his troops 
as woidd, enable him completely to surround the Peish- 
wah’s position, and prevent all hope of escape, prepared 
to move down to the banks of the Taptee river. But 
new perplexities which arose in this conjuncture reejuired 
new diplomatic counsels and new military combinations. 
Whilst Malcolm was concerting his measures to compel 
the surrender of the Peishwah, inteUigence eame into mis 
camp to the effect that Appa-Sahib, the Eajah of Berar, 
who had been placed in mild restraint at Nagpoor, had 
escaped. It was felt that this event might unsettle the 
mind of Badjee Eao, raise new hopes in his breast, and 
prevent the peaceable settlement which Malcolm had so 
much at heart, y It would have been easy to beat him in 
the field, and, if he were not slain in battle, to seize Ms 
person, and to carry him a prisoner to Calcutta. But 
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Malcolm reasoned that neither of these results wuld so 
advantageously contribute to the general pacification of 
India* as the voluntary subifiission of the Peishwah. 
“ The opportuTiities I have had,” he wrote to the Chief 
Secretary, “ of judging the state of feeling of every class, 
from the prince to the lowest inhabitant of this exten- 
sive empire, now and formerly subject to the Mahrattas, 
makes me not hesitate in affirming that so far as both the 
fame of the British Government and the tranquillity of 
India are concerned, the submission of Badjee Eao and 
voluntary abdication of his power are objects far more 

desirable than either his captivity or death. 

Should he be slain, his fate would excite pity, and might 
stimulate ambition, as the discontented would probably, 
either now or hereafter, rally round a real or pretended 
heir to his high station. If he were made prisoner, sym- 
pathy would attend him, and the enemies of the English 
Government would continue to cherish hopes of his one 
day effecting his escape. But if he dismisses his adhe- 
rents, throws himself upon our generosity, and volun- 
tarily resigns his power, the effect, so far as general im- 
pression is concerned, will be complete, and none will be 
found to persist in defending a cause which the ruler 
himself has abandoned." 

With these opinions strong in his mind— opinions, the 
soundness of which cannot be gainsaid— Malcolm re- 
doubled his- exertions to induce the Peishwah to sur- 
render. He judged rightly that intimidation would be 
the most cogent instrument he could use. The advance 
of our troops filled the unhappy prince with measureless 
alarm. “ Badjee Eao,” wrote Malcolm to Lord Has- 
tings, “ has from the moment he made the first overture 
been naturally anxious to prevent the advance of our 
troops ; but to have paid attention to such a desire 
would have been not only to sacrifice a real advantage 
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m pursuit of a very doubtful one, but to have lessened 
tlie operation of the only motive from wbicli we can 
! expect success in a nego’tiation wMcb coinmend'es in 

requiring from a ruler tbe abdication of his throne. His 
distress may be very great, but the concession is' one that 
can oniy be expected under a feeling of the most immi- 
nent alarm jfor his personal liberty or life. Having from 
the first taken this view of the case, I have never con- 
cealed the nature of the terms that would be exacted, nor 
given reason to think that our military operations would 
be relaxed for a moment till the object was accom- 
plished.” 

These military operations were nearly pushed to the 
extent of an attack upon Badjee Kao’s camp. Briga- 
dier-General Doveton was at the end of May ready to 
advance from Boorhanpore and fling himself upon the 
Peishwah’s army, when a letter from Lieutenant Low, 
* announcing that negotiations were in progress, suspended 

tlie hostile movement. Malcolm in the mean while had 
moved up to the vicinity of the Mahratta position, prepar- 
ing for an interview with the Peishwah, which he be- 
lieved would result in the Prince’s surrender. It was a 
moment of intense excitement ; but in the midst of it 
his mind reverted to his wife and children at home, And 
even the near prospect of an event which would ensure 
the general pacification and settlement of Central India, 
to which he had been looking forward with eager huma- 
nity for years, and the thought of the great duties and re- 
I sponsibilities which rested upon him, could not keep down 

the corroding anxieties inseparable from the condition of 
the absent husband and father. On the 28th of May, 
dating his letter from “ Camp, 30 miles north of Asseer- 
ghim,” he wrote thus to his wife 

Look at the date, and think of me in a murky jungle, in 
'•'WL. IL ■ E ■ 
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latlier an old tent, witli the thermometer aBove 120 degreeSj a 
terxiMe land wind Blowing; But on the otBer hand, thank God, I 
am w«^ll, and that the grilling I am undergoing, with many fine 
fellows in this part of the world, is likely to terminate the war. 
My tw^o assistants, Captain Low and Alexander Macdonald, are 
actually to-day with Badjee Rao, settling for his' meeting me to- 
morrow, or the day after. We have got troops all around him, 
and he can only protract the war By going among the hills, and 
leading, for a period at least, the life of a common freeBooter, and 
for this cause neither his habits of body nor mind are adapted. 
SuBadar Syud Hussein, my native aide-de-camp (whom you will 
recollect commanding my escort), returned from Badjee Rao’s 
camp yesterday. He represents that great But fallen and unhappy 
Prince as raving about me, repeating ten times m a minute that I 
am his only friend in the world, and that he has no hopes in this 
earth beyond my favor and friendship. I have a Bitter pill to 
oflfer him. He must resign Both the name and power of a sove- 
reign. After that he will enjoy comfort and aflduence, and as 
much liberty as can be granted consistent either with his good or 
our safety. A few days will determine my success. If I can 
reconcile this Prince to his fate, and terminate the war, I shall Be 
the most fortunate of men. All that I could have seen in my 
dreams will have occurred within a short twelvemonth. To drive 
these murderous Pindarrees from their haunts — to hg^ve the most 
conspicuous part in the proudest action that has Been fought — to 
run Holkar clown, and settle the peace with him — to receive the 
submission of Kurreem Khan, the principal Pindarree chief, Handu 
Biikish, and several others, and to send them into Hindostan to 
Be settled — to employ the few corps left with me in Madras in a 
manner that, with the aid of my Political Settlements, has re- 
stored, in th^ short space of three months, peace and confidence to 
a country that has Been in a state of disorder and internal war- 
fare — and to conclude all this good fortune By receiving the sub- 
mission of Badjee Rao, and carrying or sending him to repent at 
the holy city of Benares, would be quite enough: I could desire 
no more. 

While in the midst of these scenes, a letter from Mr. Oamp- 
Bell of the 28 th, enclosing your delightful letters to the 18 th of 
€hat month, alarms me By saying Lady Malcolm has Been detained 
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at Frant by tbe Illness of one of tbe children. I trust in God this 
darling child is better. How completely do such communications 
awaken me from every dreaih of ambition, to tell me whom all 
my happiness is treasured up in — ^you and my little ones. The 
thought of one of you ailing makes me unhappy. I cannot bear 
to contemplate any reverse in this fortunate part of my condition. 
I have been spoilt by everything hitherto going to my wish. I 
am become unreasonable, and expect more than God gives us; but 
this I cannot help. I pass days of toil and anxiety— I am almost 
weary of my existence. But I retire at night, and when alone 
build castles, every room of which is inhabited by you and my 
children, and am happy, 

sat down to write a long letter, but a despatch from Low — 
this moment received— has obliged me to break off. The nego- 
tiations commence, of course, in delays and vexations, but I shall, 
please God, work it through, and should it fail, I have collected 
the means of his destruction on this side, while General Dove ton 
is still stronger upon his rear. I shall write you the moment the 
die is decided.” 

Three days after the date of this letter, Malcolm, 
attended by the members of his^Staff, and an escort of 
three hundred men, went out to meet the Peisliwah, 
who had moved down to a village named Keyree, with 
about two thousand horse, eight hundred infantry, and 
two guns. Many doubted the prudence of a step which 
seemed to place the English General at the mercy of his 
enemies ; and some of Malcolm’s native friends warned 
him that the danger of treachery was great. But the 
General had no fear. He reasoned otherwise with him- 
self. The Peisliwah had long declared that Malcolm 
was his best friend; and what could assure him more of 
the fact than his appearance, thus fearlessly and con- 
fidingly, in his camp ? What was more likely to still the 
alarms and allay the suspicions which his councillors had 
endeavoured to excite in his breast? There was much 

' B 2 , ' 
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to be gained by receiving Malcolm as a fidend ; everj’-- 
tliing to be lost by offering violence to Ms person. Even 
the chiefs by whom the Prince' was surrounded, and who 
would have resisted if there had been the least hope of 
success, now felt that their best hopes of obtaining liberal 
terms for themselves centred in Malcolm. He 'went, 
therefore, among them without misgiving. In such cases, 
to be fearless is to be safe. Hesitation in such a con- 
juncture would have been fatal. But the Peishwah and 
his friends now saw in the resolution of the English 
General that their fate was sealed, and that it was useless 
to struagle against it. 

IT 

On the 1st of June, as I have said, Sh John Malcolm 
and Badjee Rao met in the camp of the latter, near the 
Keyree village. The Peishwah appeared in a low and 
dejected state, and at the public conference did little 
more than inquire after the health of his visitor, and 
make a few complimentary speeches. The ceremonials 
over, Malcolm asked the Peishwah if he desired to speak 
to him in private, and an answer having been returned 
in the affirmative, he was invited to a small tent, pitched 
for the purpose. The Mahratta Prince was attended by 
two of his confidential advisers. The British General 
went alone. 

The interview was a painful one. The wretched 
Peishwah spoke long and earnestly of his sorrows and 
his fears — ^his wrongs and his tribulations. He declared 
that his situation was truly deplorable. He had been, 
he said, involved in a war not of his own seeking, and 
treated as an enemy by a Government that had been the 
friend and protector of the Peishwah for two genera- 
tions. He protested that he deserved commiseration, 
and needed fa true friend. His flatterers had turned 
•thdir femes away "from him. His most, cherished ad- 
herents had shrunk from their allegiance; and even 
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the very members of his family had been forgetful of tie 
ties of relationship and blood. In such a melancholy 
condition, he said, he could turn to no other friend than 
Malcolm, whom he now entreated, with tears in his eyes, 
to coipmiserate his fallen state, and to administer some 
relief to his sufferings. 

To this Malcolm, deeply pitying the unhappy state of 
tlie fallen Prince, replied mildly but firmly, that he was 
really the friend of Badjee Eao; but that he should ill 
perform the offices of friendship if he should inspire him 
with false hopes. As a friend, he could only tell him 
that the time* had come for him to exercise all the for- 
titude and courage he possessed, and to bear his misfor- 
tunes with manly resignation. It was of little use, con- 
tinued Malcolm, to revert to the past. The fiat had 
gone forth for the utter expurgation of the Poonah 
sovereignty then and for ever from the catalogue of sub- 
stantive states, and that the residence of the Peishwah, 
under any terms, in any part of tlie Deccan, was thence- 
forth an impossibility. “ There are periods in the lives 
of men,” he added, “ when great sacrifices are demanded 
of them. The tribe to which your Highness belongs has 
been celebrated in all ages for its courage. Brahmin 
women have burnt upon the funeral piles of their 'hus- 
bands. Men have thrown themselves from precipices tO' 
propitiate the deity for themselves, or to avert misfor- 
tune from their families. You are called upon for no 
such effort. The sacrifice demanded from you is, in 
fact, only the resignation of a power which you do not 
possess, and which you can never hope to regain ; and 
your abandonment of a country which has been the 
scene of your misfortunes. This is all that you sacrifice; 
and in return you are offered a safe asylum, a liberal 
provision for yourself and such of the most respectable 
of your adherents as have been involved in your ruin.” 
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To all of tMs Badjee Eao assented; but he could not 
cease from tbe struggle, vain as it was, to obtain some 
modification of what he called the hard condition of re- 
signing even the name of power, and being banished for 
ever from the home of Ms fathers. “I have come to 
your Highness’s camp,” said Malcolm, “ mainly to assure 
you with my own lips that there is no hope of any re- 
laxation of these essential conditions. The sooner you 
determine your course, the better. Every moment of 
delay is a moment of danger. You should either throw 
yourself at once on the generosity of the British Govern- 
ment, or manfully resolve on further resistance,” “ Re- 
sistance !” exclaimed Badjee Rao. “ How can I resist ? 
Am I not surrounded ? General Doveton is at Boorhan- 
pore. You are at Meetawul. Colonel Russell at Bour- 
gaum. Am I not enclosed?” “ Truly,” returned Mal- 
colm, “you are. But how can you complain ? From 
the first you have been met by a frank declaration of 
the only terms upon vdiich my Government would gua- 
rantee your safety. Did you expect to be allowed time 
to recruit your army and recover your strength, whilst 
we were looking on inactive ? Besides, where could you 
have gone, or where remained, without encountering our 
armies ? You could but have become by escaping, then 
as now, a wairderer and a freebooter. Is this better than 
accepting the hberal provision offered to you by the 
British Government ?” “ No,” said the Peishwah. “ I 
have found you, who axe my only fi:iend, and I will not 
leave you. I had once three firiends— -Wellesley,* Close, 
and Malcolm. The first is in Europe, a great man; the 
second is dead;f you alone remain. Would the ship- 
wrecked mariner, having reached a desired port, wish to 
leave it ?” But although he spoke thusj- it was plain to 
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Malcolm that the UB-lxappy Prince was still undecided. 
He used every possible ^pretext to obtain even a few 
hours’ delay, and implored Malcolm, by the memory of 
their old friendship, to give him one more meeting. But 
the Greneral was not to be driven by these appeals from 
the resolution he had declared. On that very evening, 
he said, the propositions he had to make on the part of 
the British Government should be sent in, and that if 
they were not accepted within twenty-four hours the 
Peishwah should at once be treated as an enemy. 

Malcolm rose to depart, but the Peishwah implored 
him to be seated; and again and again renewed the con- 
ference, and strove to prevent his withdrawal. When 
he went at last the wretched man whispered to him, as 
a secret to be imparted to no one, that he had no longer 
any power or authority over Ms troops. “ I fear every 
moment,” added Badjee Eao, “open disobedience, even 
from my oldest adherents. My great reluctance to suffer 
you to depart is occasioned by the feeling that it is only 
in your presence I am secure of my liberty and life.” 

It was ten o’clock at night when Malcolm returned to 
his tent, and at once prepared to forward the propositions 
for the acceptance of the Peishwah. Immediately upon 
the breaking up of the conference, Badjee Eao ha'd re- 
turned to the summit of the hill-pass from which he had 
descended, there to form a junction with the remainder 
of his troops, and to be protected by the guns in his rear. 
He had previously sent in much of his property to the 
fortress of Asseerghur, the commandant of which, a ser- 
vant of Scindiah, was willing to resist the authority of 
the British. And there were other indications which 
rendered it extremely doubtful whether the unfortunate 
Prince was not rushing headlong to his destruction. 

At break of day the propositions were forwarded to 
the Peishwah’s camp, couched in the following terms : 
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First.— That Badjee Eao shall resign for himself and successors 
all right, title, and claims over the Government of Poonah, or to 
any other sovereign power whatever. 

Second. — That Badjee Kao shall immediately come with his 
family, and a small number of his adherents, to the camp of 
Brigadier- General Malcolm, where he shall be received with 
honor and respect, and escorted safe to the city of Benares, or 
any other sacred place in Hindostan that the Governor-General 
may, at his request, fix for his residence. 

Third. — On account of the peace of the Deccan, and the ad- 
vanced state of the season, Badjee Eao must proceed to Hindostan 
without one day^s delay ; but General Malcolm engages that any 
part of his family that may he left behind shall be sent to him as 
early as possible, and every facility given to render their journey 
speedy and convenient. 

Fourth. — That Badjee Rao shall, on his voluntarily agreeing 
to this arrangement, receive a liberal pension from the Company’s 
Government for the support of himself and family. The amount 
of this pension will bo fixed by the Governor-General ; but Bri- 
gadier-General Malcolm takes upon himself to engage that it shall 
not he less than eight lakhs of rupees per annum. 

^^Fifth.— If Badjee Ra6, by a ready and complete fulfilment of 
this agreement, shows that he reposes entire confidence in the 
British Government, his request in favor of principal J%heerdars, 
and old adherents who have been ruined by their attachment to 
him, will meet with liberal attention. His representations also in 
favor of Brahmins of remarkable character, and of religious esta- 
blishments founded or supported by his family, shall be treated 
with regard. 

Sixth. — Tjie above propositions must not only be accepted 
by Badjee Rao, but he must personally come into Brigadier- 
General Malcolm’s camp within twenty- four hours of this period, 
or else hostilities will he recommenced, and no further negotiations 
will be entered into with him.” 

Never, perhaps, in all his life, did Malcolm, accustomed 
as he was to the atmosphere of great eve:q.ts, pass a more 
axedous day than that which followed the transmission 
of thc^ to the Peishwah. That memorable 2nd 
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of June, 1818, was remembered to liig dying day witb 
feeKngs that he found it difficult to describe. The result 
was extremely doubtful. Surrounded as he was'by ad- 
herents whose fate depended upon his own, the Peishwah 
might at any moment, under the influence of a present 
fear,* determine to break off the negotiations, or he might 
be hurried into hostilities by the despairing madness of 
his soldiery. A little thing might turn the scale in favor 
of war ; and the sword once drawn, nothing less could 
follow than the massacre of the Peishwah’s army. Mal- 
colm had so made the disposition of his troops — ^had so 
hemmed in the Mahrattas on every side — that escape 
was an impossibility. On that day he made some altera- 
tions in the distribution of the different components of 
his force, which rendered the circle of enclosure still 
more effectual; and an express was sent off to G-eneral 
Doveton, who was at Boorhanpore, exhorting him by all 
possible means to intervene between the Peishwah’s camp 
and the fortress of Asseerghur,, and at once to attack 
Trimbackjee’s force. Badjee Eao had repudiated his 
Ministep, whose atrocities had placed him wholly out of 
the reach of the mercy and forgiveness of the British. 

Whilst these military arrangements were being made 
for the destruction of Badjee Rao, in the event *of his 
rejecting the propositions, Malcolm was assailed by nu- 
merous messages from the Peishwah himself, and over- 
tures and applications from his principal adherents. 
Great as was his experience of the native character, he 
had never before, in all his life, seen it displayed in so 
many varieties of shade, “ from the lowest to the highest 
principle,” as he said, “that can actuate the human 
mind.” “I never,” he added, when narrating these in- 
cidents in a letter to his wife — “ I never had such a task, 
and I trust that I never shall again.” There was selfish 
intrigue on the one extreme, and generous devotion on 
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e Other. ^ There were some who had not a thought 
beyond^ their own immediate interests, who would have 
basely sacriBced everything to their own greed; and 
there were others willing to abandon everything to share 

Hs siTe™^^ master, and, if need be, to di,e by 

It was a day of intense excitement throughout Mal- 
colm s camp, News of passing events was eagerly sought 
and earnestly discussed. Tlie issue of the negotiations 
V incident occurring at a distance. 

1 , , Malcolm, in a long and deeply-interesting 

Ivpfnt .pf on passing 

events. The fall of the strong fortress of Cbandah, the 

escape of Appa-Sahib, the ex-Eajah of Nagpoor, and the 
complete defeat of the Peishwah’s troops at Salapore by 
our friend Tom Munro, made more than amenL for a 
check we received at the Port of Malaghur, in Candeish, 
1 made no secret of any event that had occurred. I re- 
fused to listen to any lyiworthy plots. I used no argu- 
ments to the more respectable part of the Peishwah’s 
adherents but what were calculated to satisfy them of 
the impossibility of further resistance ; and wliile I told 
them that their future welfare depended upon his sub- 
mission (as a consideration of them was included in my 
Reposition), I pointed out the necessity of their using 
hat influence wMch their well-proved allegiance had 
Rven them, to bring the vacillating mind of Badjee Eao 
o a decision that was alike necessary for their good, for 
an or t e Rneral peace of India. Having brought 
all whom I could see or reach in any 
to Rar upon one point— having satisfied the 

Badjee Eao that I had confidence in him 

awing placed all tU corps in the position in wliich they 

L T. / “’“look 

mg 0 the 2nd, my intention to march next 


morning. I told . them General Doveton would 

move at the same time, .and that another corps, mnder 
Colonel Russell, which I had before detached, would 
march also ; and that any attempt to retreat would be 
destruction. I also, wrote to the commandant of As- 
seergkur, a fortress of Scindiah’s, warning him against 
receiving the enemies of the British Government.” 

There was then at Malcolm’s head-quarters a confiden- 
tial agent, or news-writer, of Badjee Rao, whom the Eng- 
lish General had permitted to lay posts, and send out 
messengers in all directions to report what was going on 
in the Britisl> camp. The grmtest obstacle to the suc- 
cessful termination of the negotiations resided in the 
extreme timidity of the Peishwah, who was suspicious 
of all our movements, and apprehensive of a sudden 
attack on his position. To allay these alarms, Malcolm 
Iiad encouraged the news-writer to communicate freely 
witli the Mahratta camp ; hut he now sent for the man, 
and told him tliat there was no longer any need of his 
.services — -that he must return at once to his master, and 
never sh«w his face again to the British except in the 
suite of the Peishwah. “ Tell yom’ master,” added Mal- 
colm, “ that a| six o’clock to-morrow morning I march 
to Ke 3 ^ree ; and that if he intends to accept my t6rms, 
he must leave the hills, and pitch near my tent by noon- 
tide. After that hour I can only regard him as an 
enemy.” ^ • 

Having sent out horsemen along all the roads which 
led to his camp to turn back any envoys or messengers 
from the Peishwah who might be coming with new 
overtures or excuses for delay, Malcolm prepared to 
move forward at the appointed hour. By nine o’clock 
he hail reached the ground at the foot of the hill on 
which Badjee Rao was encamped. At a short distance 
from om’ camp one of the Peishwah’s principal agents 
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was seen advancing upon horseback. He was about to 
dismount, when Malcolm arrested the movement. “ Is 
your master coming ?” he asked, eagerly. “ It is an un- 
lucky day,” replied the envoy. “ It will, indeed, be an 
unlucky day for the Peishwah,” cried Malcolm, ^indig- 
nantly, “if he is not here within two hours.” “He is 
afraid of guards and sentries,” said the envoy. “He 
thinks that the orders of the Govemor-Greneral may 
compel you to place him in personal restraint, which 
will degrade him in the eyes of his people. Send some 
one to assure his mind, and he will come.” “ What non- 
sense is this ?” asked Malcolm, “ The Peishwah is no 
fool. He cannot suspect us of placing guards and sentries 
over him to prevent his escape from the best situation in 
Avhich he could be placed. I have received no such 
orders from the Governor-General. I have ventured, in 
anticipation of my instructions, to offer him the most 
liberal terms. But what does he do in return ? After 
calling me from Malwah, after proclaiming me his only 
friend, he finishes by making me his dupe. It is the 
last time that he will ever be treated with by an English 
agent. Begone !” added Malcolm in a loud voice, and 
in the presence of a large concourse of hearers, •“ and 
tell your master what I have said.” 

The envoy hesitated to depart. He had still another 
appeal to make. “Will you not,” he said, “send one' 
of yOur Brahmins to the Peishwah to satisfy his mind ?” 
“ If,” replied Malcolm, “ he is really coming to my camp, 
I will not only send one of my Brahmins, but my as- 
sistant. Lieutenant Low, shall go out to meet him; and I 
will myself visit him unattended, whenever he approaches 
my camp.” The envoy departed, mounted his horse, 
and galloped to the Peishwah’s camp.r The Brahmin 
speechly followed. Soon tidings came in to the effect 


BADJTIE EAO IN MALCOLm’s CAMP. 253 

that a cavalcade was approaching, and that Badjee Eao 
himself was one of the party. On this, Low was sent 
forward to meet them, ahd by ten o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 3rd of June the camp of the Peishwah was 
close to the British lines. 

Malcolm waited upon him. The fallen Prince appeared 
gloomy and desponding ; he spoke of his hard fate — of 
the misconduct of others, which had forced him into 
this humiliating position — of the sufferings that were 
before him. But Malcolm spoke cheerfully and con- 
solingly to him; said that, although farther resistance 
might have (Relayed the hour of his final downfall, that 
fall would have been, when it came at last— and nothing 
could prevent its coming— far more calamitous both to 
himself and his adherents; that now he was received as 
a friend of the British Government a liberal provision 
had been made for him, and he would pass the re- 
mainder of his days in security and comfort ; whereas 
another appeal to arms could have had but one result — 
it would have involved himselfand his friends in irre- 
trievable ruin, and made them outcasts and wanderers 
for the rest of their days. 

In the vicinity of Malcolm’s camp the unfortunate 
Prince soon found that all the promises he had received 
W'ere abundantly realised, and he speedily began to 
emerge out of his depression. The cordial, cheer}'- 
manner of the man whom he regarded as the last of Tiis 
English friends, did much to reassure him; and Mal- 
colm, a few days after the surrender of the Peishwah, 
was talking merrily and laughing with him. “I am 
delighted to see you happier,” said the General. “ When 
you want me, you must say ‘ dome ;’ when you are tired 
of mo, '■ Go' For the last year I have been in the woods 
of Mewar and*Malwah; I have lost all form and ceremony, 
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and have become a Eangree.”* ‘‘ I, too, will become a 
Kangree,” said Badjee Eao, with a -smile. And from that 
time h& began rapidly to regain his tranquillity of mind. 

The surrender of the Peishwah was a great event. It 
had put an end to the war. “I am engaged,” wrote 
Malcolm on the 6th of June, “ in getting rid of Badjee 
Eao’s followers. He had when he surrendered only 
5000 horse and 3000 or 4000 infantry. But the name 
of Peishwah was in itself a host ; and the aid and pro- 
tection the commandant of Asseerghur afforded him was 
too indicative of what his master, Scmdiah, would have 
done, had Badjee Eao throvm himself on his protection, 
as he would have done if driven to complete despair. 
He would, I am positive from what passed, have been 
welcomed into Asseerghur ; and if he had, it must have 
ended next year in a war with Scmdiah. Besides, while 
Badjee Eao was loose, troubles excited in his name were 
to be expected from the frontier of Mysore to Malwah. 
Now all is terminated. We shall have provincial settle- 
ments, in which troops*^ must be employed ; but the war 
is over, and the voluntary submission of the first^Hindoo 
Prince in India to become a pensioner of the English 
Government will make a wider impression of our frre- 
sistibhs power than any event that has yet occurred. 
At least its effects will be more extended. The personal 
share which I have had in bringing this affair to so happy 
a result may perhaps give me a disposition to exaggerate 
its magnitude. I certainly am prouder of it than of all 
the acts of my life ; for I feel I can refer it more to that 
general fair name which it has been the labor of my life 
to establish. But I have acted throughout without in- 


This was tlie name applied to tke quently, often applied, in Ms corre- 
oxigin^d inliabitants of these countries spondence, the term to himself and 
by their conquerors. It si^ifies ms- his associates in Malwah, 
tic, ot mpolkhed. Malcoim, subse- 


OPINIONS OF LOKD HASTINGS. 


255 


structions, and I shall be anxious to hear from Lord 
Hastings.” 

This anxiety was not soon relieved. Lord Hastings, 
who was at this time on his way back to the Presidency, 
bad marked with approval all the measures which Mal- 
colm had concerted for the capture of Badjee Kao. The 
military dispositions which he had made completely to 
surround the Peishwah, and to cut off all chances of 
escape — ‘dispositions extending over a line of not less 
than two hundred miles — had been distinguished by a 
rare amount of forecast and vigor, of local information 
and professional skill ;* and Lord Hastings had written 
to Malcolm to express the high opinion which he enter- 
tained of these combinations, saying : 

“Ever}' step taken by you since the approach of Badjee Kao 
to Mai wall was announced, marks the judgment as well as vigor of 

In a leitcf wrliicii to the Duke I was obliged to call on Brigadier- 
of Wt ‘jliiigtoij, a few weeks after the General Watson at Saugnr, who sent 
su.iu’<;iideiM)f the Ihdshwah, tliere is a a light detachment to Kotra-— a posi- 
eoiiipeiulious aeeouiit of these, opera- tiou to the south of the Nerbiidda, 
lions, which I insert here, a.s of a more , twTJiity miles west of Hussiugabad. 
precise ami detaihul character than In occupymg this line I had no aid 
that given 'lu the text: I had d is- from Ochteriony’s reinforcements nor 
posable w’ilb riie tluHio bjiitfiUoiis of Ma- the corps at Bampoorah, except one 
dras Sffjjoys — one wgiment of Madras regiment of camry which I called 
Chivalry— two regiments of Bombay from the latter, the whole of these 
Sepiiv s —tire brigades ()f .six-pounders, troops, as well as some of Hdlkar’s 
four eonipanies of grenadier of a re- horse (on whom I could depend), 
gular Hyderabad corps, and three thou- being necessary for the protection, or 
sand irregular horse. At Holkar’s • rather the overawing of the country ; 
Court at Rampoo rah I had a brigade but my deficiency m numbers ^as 
of Bengal Infantry and a regiment of made up by the natural strength of the 
cavalry; and Ochterlony, who com- line-— by my correct knowledge of 
manded the reserve in the Jyepore every ford on the river and every pass 
country, sent me two battalions of in- in the hills — ^by an excellent Inteili- 

S and two ihousand of Skinner’s gence Bepartmeni— and by a personal 
istanee horse. With these means knowledge of all the chiefsuf the plun- 
I arranged for every event; but the dering tribes on the Nerbudda. This 
first was to occupy positions on the last was a great source of strength; 
Kia-budtla, and the high ghauts imme- and previous circumstances led to my 
dial ely mr\ h of that river, which would having great reliance on it. These ar- 
pri'yeni fas eitinring Malwah. This rangements had scarcely heen corn- 
obliged racHo wcupy a Ihie of nearly pleted before I heard that Badjee Rao 
two huiuired miles, to complete which was fiying towards Ausseerghur.” 
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an ofHcer of superior rate. You would not be so gratified by the 
compliment as to forbear the sneer of ^ Oh, to be sure, you must 
be qualified to give the opinion,^ if you thought that there was in 
it a pretension on my part. But when it has been the occupation 
of one’s mind for a length of time to compare man and man in 
that respect, there is no reason why one should not determine as 
accurately as a connoisseur, who, though no painter, pronounces 
between two pictures. Submit yourself, therefore, with due re- 
signation, to the estimate that is formed of you. 

“I was put quite at ease by your determination not to give 
Badjee Rao time for wavering. The vagabond would try every 
appeal to your kindness, I well knew; and I thought you might 
have a little too much sympathy for fallen greatness. It is a con- 
dition which ordinarily challenges respect ; but when it is the pre- 
dicament of so thorough and so incorrigible a scoundrel as Badjee 
Rao, one sees in it only deserved punishment. What the dignity 
of the British Government sliould prescribe is the only principle 
that can operate with regard to him.” 

But although it was hardly possible for the Governor- 
General to disapprove of the military combinations which 
had preceded the surrender of Badjee Rao, Malcolm felt 
that Lord Hastings might demur to the terms which had 
been offered to the Peishwah, and the expressions in the 
latter part of the passage just quoted must have strength- 
ened^his misgivings. He waited, therefore, in no common 
anxiety of mind for the confirmation of the pledges which 
he had made to the fallen Pj-ince; and it came in time — 
auold, official confirmation of the engagement, with two 
or three rather ominous lines in a private letter from 
John Adam. It was very plain to him that the liberal 
terms which he had granted to Badjee Rao were not ap- 
proved at Head-quarters. 

But Malcolm felt in his inmost heart that he was right. 
The pension granted to the fallen Prince — a pension of 
eight lakhs of rupees, more than 80,000^. per annum — 
was, doubtless, a large one. But it was the price paid for 
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the termination of the war, and for the maintenance of 
the character of the British Government for substantive 
justice. In what light Malcolm himself regarde\l the 
question may be gathered from the letters which he ad- 
dressed at this time to lus friends in India and England, 
and to the public hinctionaries of the former country. 
To the Duke of Wellington he wrote : 

I fear Lord Hastings thinks I have given Badjee Rao better 
terms tlian he was entitled to ; but this is not the opinion of EI- 
phinstone, Munro, Ochterlony, and others who are on the scene ; 
nor do I think the Governor- General will continue to think so 
when he receiver all the details. You will, I am sure, be con- 
vinced that it would have been impossible to have obtained his 
submission on other terms, and the object of terminating the war 
was enough to justify all I have done, independent of the consi- 
deration connected witli our own dignity, and with that regard 
we were bound on such an occasion to show to the feelings of his 
acllierents, and to the prejudices of the natives of India.” 

To Thomas Munro he wrote a few days afterwards : 

You were right in your guess about my reason for thinking 
you sachf (harsh). Your sentiments upon my settlement with 
Badjee Rao were quite a cordial I have not been so happy in this 
case as to anticipate the wishes of the Governor-General. He 
expected Badjee Eao would get no such terms; that his distress 
would force him to submit on any conditions ; and that his 
enormities deprived him of all right either to princely treatment 
or princely pension. I think the lord will, when he hears all, 
regret the precipitation with which he formed his judgment. In 
the first place he will find, that in spite of the report made by 
every commanding officer who ever touched Badjee Rao that he 
had destroyed him^ that the latter was not destroyed, but had 
about six thousand good horse and five thousand infantry, and 
the gates of Asscer wide open, all his property sent in there, and 
half his coimcillors praying him to follow it, while leswunt Rao 
Lar was positively ambitious of being a martyr in the cause of 
the Mahratta sovereign ; add to this the impossibility of besieging 
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Asseer till after the rains— the difficulty of even half blockading 
itj and the agitated state of the country — and then let the lord 
pronottnce the article I purchased ^fas worth the price I paid; and 
he will find it proved I could not get it cheaper. 

There are^ however, other grounds, which I can never abandon, 
that recommend this course on the ground of policy — our o^m dig- 
nity^ considerations for the feelings of Badjee Rao’s adherents^ and 
for the prejudices of the natives of India. We exist on impres- 
sion ; and on occasions like this, where all arc anxious spectators, 
we must play our part well or we should he hissed. I have your 
opinion in ray favor; I have Ochterlony’s, Elphinstone’s, Jenkins’, 
and many minor men’s ; and I think I shall yet force an assent from 
head- quarters. But they foolishlj^ enough committed themselves, 
knowing, as they stated at the time, their instrlictions would be 
too late ; they did not think any circumstances could enable him 
to have more than two lakhs, and he was to be watched, restrained, 
and I know not what. My system is all opposite ; I am either 
for the main-guard, or a confidence that gives you a chance at 
least of the mind; the only other security except the body. You 
shall have a short narration of my proceedings. I grieve for your 
decay of vision, and none of your arguments will persuade me it 
is not at this moment a f>ublic misfortune ; but you should not 
remain a moment longer than you can help in India, and give up 
labor ; the warning is too serious.” ^ 

Gn all these points he discoursed more fully in a long 
andwery able public letter which he addressed to Mr. 
Adam on the 19th of June. He declared, in the first 
place, that the condition of Badjee Eao was not so 
desperate at the beginning of June but that he might 
have protracted the war, with no hope assuredly of 
eventual success, but with the certainty of keeping our 
armies for some time in the field at a ruinous expense to 
the State : 

From the facts I have enumerated, there can be no doubt that 
Badjee Rao had the power of protracting the ■war till next fair 
season, and that the mere circumstance of his continuing the con- 
test would, till that period, have kept almost all India unsettled. 
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Eyery prince and chief who had felt or dreaded our power, every 
freebooter we had subdued, all soldiers whom our success had de- 
prived of service, would have^ cherished hopes for change ^ many 
would have joined him, and there cannot be a doubt that those 
men even who had left him from the fatigue and privation to 
which they were exposed, would, when they and their horses were 
refreshed, and they saw no chance of other employ, have rejoined 
his standard, and if that should liave occurred, there would have 
been tlie necessity of our bringing into the field armies which 
would luive cost more than the value of the life-pension granted 
to Badjeo Ilao; and, considering the subject in that view, I 
deemed it a great saving of expenditure. Of the fact of its being 
utterly impossible to liavo brought affairs to a speedy conclusion 
on any terms but those of the liberal provision and honorable 
treatment wlfich I awarded to this Prince, there can, for the 
reasons I luive already stated, be no doubt; as it was impossible to 
foresee the cireumstuncos under which his submission would take 
place, I could not, l^eibre tlie ' moment of its occurrence, deter- 
mine tlie amount of pension consideration of the public inte- 
rests might lead me to offer him. Had I found Badjee Rao as 
iriucli reduced as had been represented — had I considered him 
destitute of the means of protracting the contest, or disposed to 
throw himself unconditionally upon the British Government — I 
should certeiiily have left this important point to be settled by the 
Governor-General; but situated as I have shown him to be, I had 
to balance between using the only means that would produce his 
submission, and all the expense and hazard of protracted war^re.” 

Ou tlie second point— the necessity of iiphoklmg the 
character of tlie British Government for generosity and 
good faith — Sir John Malcolm observes : 

“ That the character of the British Government would be raised 
by its granting the Peishwah a liberal and affluent provision I felt 
fully assured, It had been the policy of that state, since its first 
establishment In India, to act towards princes whose bad faith and 
treachery had compelled it to divest them of fill power and do- 
minion with a generosity whicli almost lost sight of their offences. 
The cflect of lliis course of proceeding, in reconciling all classes to 
its rule, had been great. The liberality and the humanity which 
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it had displayed on such, occasions had, I was satisfied, done more 
than its arms towards the firm establishment of its power'. It was, 
in fad, a conquest over mind^ and'^among men so riveted in their 
habits or prejudices as the natives of this country, the effect, though 
unseen, was great beyond calculation.” 

In anticipation of the objection that so large a stipend 
might, by affording the means of fomenting intrigue, en- 
courage dangerous hopes in the breast of the Peishwah, 
and lead to efforts for the recovery of his lost dominion, 
Malcolm thus wrote in the same letter : 

Independent of the reasons before stated, which led me to 
provide for the future support of Badjee Rao in the most liberal 
manner, and to secure, by kind and honorable treatment, his 
cheerful acquiescence in arrangements which I could have effected 
in no other mode, I conceived that, though as you state no gra- 
titude whatever could he expected from a Prince towards the Go- 
vernment who dethroned him, yet with a person of Badjee Rao’s 
character, whose personal timidity, indolence, and sensuality were 
so great that those who^ knew him best looked to their power- 
ful operation to check him in his projects of ambition when his 
mind was tortured with resentment, and when lie had an ample 
treasury, a numerous army, and an extended empire, it was not, 
I thought, to be anticipated that after he had sealed the establish- 
ment of our power over the territories lie once ruled by his volun- 
tary submission — after he had, by becoming a willing exile, eman- 
cipated his subjects from their allegiance — that the stipend allotted 
him of eight lakhs of rupees per annum (which, though princely 
for the support of him, his family, and numerous domestics, was 
nothing for purposes of ambition) could ever tempt him to venture 
upon any hostile act to the British Government; but allowing the 
contrary to he the case — allowing that the habit of intrigue, which 
is perhaps a disease of his mind, should ever ripen into a plot or 
conspiracy against the general tranquillity — I certainly did not 
suppose It possible, when I considered his situation, his means, and 
the further loss of character which so glaring an abuse of liberality 
’v^ould bring upon him, that any effort he could make would be 
attended with a hundredth part of the expense and hazard that 
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Ills continuance in arms would have been ; I well knew that the 
moment he submitted he would unstring a bow that he never 
could rebend/^' ■■ 

But this reasoning did not convince the Governor- 
General and his advisers. Malcolm’s arguments were 
combatedj his proceedings disapproved; and again he 
was put on his defence. Another long public letter, 
tlierefbre, was written, in which all the above arguments 
were set forth with renewed emphasis and still greater 
distinctness. At the same time be wrote a private letter 
to Mr. Adam, which contains some passages too charac- 
teristic to be withheld : 

‘‘ I have received yours of the 19th ult.,” wrote Malcolm on the 
17th of August, ‘'^and your long-expected public despatch, which 
I will confess is even less satisfactory than I anticipated, and God 
knows I did not expect much. But though I concluded you 
would fight for your consistency, your principles, and your pre- 
dictions, I tliought some small point might be given up to a 
supposed minuter knowledge of local circumstances; and I 
thought, also, that a more exclusive and decided approbation 
would have been given to the manner in which (under the view 
I took of the subject) I did the work. But you continue to 
occupy every hillock of your original ground, and q^ualify (like a 
Scotchman as you are) every sentence of applause. I conclude 
irom what you state that you have been handsomer in your men- 
tion of me to the Directors. If you have, let me have a copy; 
I want something to put me in good humor, though God knows 
getting rid of Badjee Eao and the cholera morbus in the same week 
is enough to put any human being in spirits. 

You answer much of your public despatch when you make the 
conclusion that Badjee Rao will stick by me ; because, as you natu- 
rally ask, * What other course has he or, in other words. Where 
could he be better? This is a reflection which I am satisfied occurs 
to Oadjoe liao and to those about him at least fifty times a day, 
and ibrms one of the chief grounds of fnj confidence. Does it not 
occur to you that if he had been reduced to a condition in point of 
allowances, respectability, and liberty that degraded him in his 
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own mind and tJaat of others, he might have asked himself, ^ Where 
can I be worse?* 

‘‘ You retain, I observe, your original opinion with regard to 
his total want either of moral or physical power to continue the 
contest, and you evidently seem to think that the terms could 
make no difference in one so predetermined to submit, and whose 
necessities left him no alternative but that of coming into a prison 
if we chose, or, at all events, placing himself under military 
control, and taking what pension we might think it right, under 
such circumstances, to bestow. Now all this appears to me unac- 
countable, because the conclusions are so opposite to the judgment 
I formed of the scene, that I can hardly believe it possible to be 
the same as that in your contemplation. 

“ I might, perhaps, have brought Badjee Rab to my camp by 
some genei’al promises of liberal consideration, and left everything 
to a second settlement. This would have been a deceit, for his 
hopes would have much exceeded the bounds of my specific terms, 
and I have had sufficient evidence, which you will learn here- 
after, that, in addition to all I promised, he deluded himself with 
the expectation of more. But I have said enough, and more than 
enough ; we never can convince one another, and God knows your 
side of the question may right. 

I trust you will be satisfied that not one word has been 
written in a spirit of opposition. I am not insensible to fair fame, 
and I am very anxious that this last and best, if not the greatest, 
act of my political life should be duly appreciated in England as 
wclB as India; but I do declare to you that I would rather it 
should not than gain applause at the expense of Lord Hastings. 
Independent of the sense I entertain of his eminent public merits, 
fiis personal conduct to me has filled my mind with the warmest 
gratitude. But I have that opinion of his manly character, that I 
persuade myself he would esteem me less If I hesitated to express 
in the freest manner the sentiments I entertain upon every public 
subject, and on that which has unfortunately occurred I have had 
the misfortune to differ not only on questions of expediency but 
those of general policy.** 

? Lord Hastings, Malcolm had at least a generous 
oppoimt; and if the official letters which he received 
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iTom tlie Secretary’s office were written, in a somewhat 
grudging spirit, those which the Governor-General ad- 
dressed to the authoiities at home were not stinting in 
their cQiiimendations of Malcolm’s conduct. On the re- 
ceipt of the letter last quoted and the official despatch 
which it accompanied, Lord Hastings closed the contro- 
versy in tlie following generous words : 

There must be a replication to yoxxr pixblio and private re- 
joinder in the discussion respecting Badjee Rao’s surrender. It 
will not, however, be in any shape but this letter, the purport of 
which is likely to be satisfactory to you. No more than justice is 
done to me by you in your belief that I would wish you to urge 
on your side of the argument all that you think advantageous 
towards sustaining It. Your public despatch will, consequently, 
be put on record without any comment on its reasoning. Were 
anybody ever likely to read aline of these documents, I apprehend 
your assumptions would be more calculated to meet credit than 
mine. But I really cannot flatter you that our labors in this con- 
troversy liavc tlie least cliance of perusal. The quintessence of 
such subjects can alone be attended to at home. Now, let me say 
that in my communications to the authorities at home there has 
not been qualification or a drawback to the praise which I have 
given to you, and that praise has been warm. It is only where 
principles could come to be sifted that I could not honestly repress 
the sentiment on wlrlcli I differed from you. Such niceties did 
not come at all into question in a general exposition ; anff I am 
willing to believe that it was a true, well-weighed feeling which I 
indulged when I mixed no alloy with a truly-merited applause. 
Be satisfied, tlierefore, for you have ample reason to be so, as I 
doubt not you will have proof,” 

Nearly forty years have elapsed since Malcolm under- 
took, on the part of the British Government, to settle on 
ilic dethroned Mahratta Prince the generous pension 
which was the subject of this controversy. But still 
there is a. conflict of opinion regarding the policy of the 
measure. In llui consideration of such a question there 
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must necessarily be a large amount of assumption. Mal- 
colm, wbo bad assuredly the best opportunities of judging 
on the spot what were the re'sources of the Peishwah 
and. his chances of obtaining aid from other Mahratta 
chiefs, declared that a protracted war on an extensive 
scale would, in all probability, be the result of leaving 
the Peishwah any longer at large. But it is confidently 
declared, on the other hand, that if Badjee Eao had 
joined Appa-Sahib, “ they could never, with all their 
means, have made head against a British force of the 
strength of a battalion of infantry or a regiment of 
cavalry.”* It is well-nigh certain, howeyer, for reasons 
stated in Malcolm’s letters, that the continuance of Badjee 
Eao in the field would have brought us also into colli- 
sion with Scindiah, and that there would have been a 
necessity for military operations in the ensuing cold 
season, extending over an immense area of country, and 
carried on at a ruinous expense to the State. Subse- 
quent events, as it wiU presently be seen, threw some 
light upon the question here suggested, and did much 
to illustrate the justice of these views. And -there is 
another of Malcolm’s arguments which years have proved 
and established. He contended that there was no danger 
in the liberality to which he had pledged his Govern- 
ment; that there was no fear, as many alleged at the 
time, of the large amount of money at the disposal of the 
Peishwah being employed in any manner offensive to the 
State of which he was the pensioner. Badjee Eao, after 
his surrender, wrought us little annoyance. If he in- 
dulged in any dreams of recovering his lost dominion, 
they never incited him to dangerous action. The only 
injury that the provision inflicted upon us was the loss 
which our treasury sustained. 
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The loss was greater than Malcolm anticipated. Badjee 
Rao was a man of feeble constitution and debauched 
habits, far advanced in years at the time of his sur- 
render; but annuitants are proverbially long-hved, and 
the ex-Peishwah drew his pension for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. I have heard the longevity of Badjee Rao spoken 
of as one of Malcolm’s offences, as though such an acci- 
dent could really affect the question. If he had died in 
the course of the first year it would not have made the 
measure a wiser one, nor does the long continuance of the 
incubus on our finances, on the other hand, stamp its 
folly. Such burdens are doubtless very grievous. The 
largo amount which is paid by the Government of the 
East India Company in the shape of pensions to de- 
jiosed jirinces and their adherents is one of the great im- 
pediments to tliat accumulation of surplus revenue wMch 
is so much required for the domestic improvement of the 
country. The money apportioned to these decayed 
potentates is, for the most part, very profligately spent. 
There is no sadder spectacle, indeed, than the court of 
one of these broken royalties. But I hope the time is 
very far distant when we shall cease to make liberal 
provision for all whom we strip of their estates. The 
character of the British Government for justice and gene- 
rosity is of more worth to us than anything else ; when 
we cease thus to recognise the claims of the fallen we 
shall be regarded only as spoliators and usurpers. 

It may be said that justice might have been satisfied 
and generosity displayed by a less prodigal bestowal; 
but it is doubtful whether the Peishwah, who expected 
a larger pension, would have been induced to come in at 
all by the offer of a smaller one. Amrut Rao, who was 
ciily a servant of the Peishwah, had, fifteen years before, 
been guaranteed a pension of seven lakhs, as the price of 
liis deicction, by General Wellesley. A smaller amount 
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would have been considered a degradation, and would, 
in all probability, have been rejected. There were 
strong'" political reasons, therefore, for the amount of the 
grant; and it is needless to seek for private ones. That 
Malcolm sympathised with the fallen Prince, whom he 
had known in the hour of prosperity, is a fact which he 
always acknowledged. It was not in his nature to 
withhold pity from one in such grievous circumstances ; 
but that he suffered his private feelings to betray him 
into a resolution injurious to the State is sufficiently con- 
tradicted by the array of arguments, based upon public 
considerations, by which he justified the measure. On a 
full review of all these arguments, it appears to me that 
Malcolm has proved both the righteousness and the ex- 
pediency of the act. And if he erred, as some will still 
think he did, he erred on the side of mercy and gene- 
rosity, and there is virtue in the error, which even his 
opponents will respect. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

ASSBEEGHUB. 

[ 1818 J 

DLSPr.liSlO'N cr THE l^EISilWAH'S 1’0LL0WEIIS-~HHTINY OP THE AEABS—SUP- 
PRESSED BY MALCOliM—DEPABTUEE OE BADJEE BAO TOR IITNDOSTAH— IM- 
ITIUVEHENT OP THE COEKTRY — THE ASSYE PESTIVAL — MALCOLM''’S CHA- 
ILACTEB AS AX AIJAIIXISTEATOE — ^ilPPA-SAHIB AXE CHEETOO'— THE SIEHE OE 
ASSEEEGItrE— m SlIIiEEX:DEll. 

This subjection of tlie Peisliwali being now accom- 
plisbcd. it remained only to break up tbe military force 
by wliicli be was accompanied, and to remove the Prince 
lumsolf to a fitting asylum in the Company’s dominions. 
For some days both objects seemed to be in a fair way 
towards a peaceable attainment. The Peishwah’s fol- 
lowers were going quietly to their homes, and he him- 
self was submitting more cheerfully to his fate. Irnio 
present appeai’auces could Malcolm discern any sources 
of inquietude. On the 8th of June he thus described 
what was then the state of affairs in his camp: 

I am twelve miles nearer Malwah. I am dmiy getting rid of 
Badjec* Kao’s followers, who were^ when we started, twice the 
number ol“ my little corps ; hut they are conquered in mind, and 
all arc going away quietly and more contented than you would 
believe it possible for men in their situation, who have lost their 



present service, and must be doubtful of gaining another. Ad- 
versity is a rugged but a good teacher. Badjee Kao’s youngest 
and niQst favored wife was taken desperately ill last night. He 
sent in great distress to me, praying I would halt. I agreed, 
stating that I had yielded to a consideration so personal what I 
would on no other ground. He was so pleased, that he sep.t me 
word, though he had three days ago declined the accommodation 
of tents I oflhred him, he would now accept it. The messenger 
was shown all my camp-equipage, and told to take his choice. 
Two were selected — one my dining-tent, and the other a small 
one, made entirely of the kuss-kuss root (it was sent to me as a 
present by the Minister of Holkar to keep me cool). Badjee 
Eao is now in one of these tents, his little sick wife in another, 
and he has just sent me a message to say I am diis only friend 
xipon earth.” 

But eYen while Malcolm wrote there were difficulties 
gathering around him. Some of the Arab troops of the 
Peishwah, who at the time of his surrender had been 
guarding the passes, now came flocking to Badjee Kao’s 
camp, clamoring for their arrears of pay. Partly from 
reasons of policy,^ partly from motives of delicacy, Mal- 
colm had abstained from interfering in the Peishwah’s 
arrangements for the dismissal of his followers ; but now 


^ It is" riglit that Malcolm’s argu- 
ments should be stated in Ms own 
words. Though quite aware of the 
inconvenience/’ he wrote to Lord 
Hastings, ‘‘ that attended the con- 
course of armed men by whom he was 
followed, I was too much accustomed 
to such scenes to be in any alarm. I 
knew this army would gradually dis- 
solve ; and while the suspicions of the 
Peishwah and of those immediately 
about his person were allayed by iny 
apparent indifference, I anticipated 
that his followers would carry to their 
homes the deepest impression of the 
consideration, numanity, and genero- 
sity wMeh the English Giovernmeni 
showed to a Mien enemy. I have 


attached the greatest consideration 
throughout the proceeding to this im- 
pression, because, as far as I am able 
to judge after the great changes that 
have occurred, it is to this more thau 
to any other source whatever that we 
are to look for that cheerful submission 
in the great majority of the inha- 
bitants we have conquered which can 
alone produce early and complete 
tranquillity. This circumstance will, 
I trust, account to your Lordship for 
incurring what may appear serious ha- 
zards, but which were, in fact, slight 
in comparison with the evils which 
would have resulte'H from any other 
course.” 
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lie clearly saw that the time was close at hand when, 
only by the interposition of his own troops, a positive 
danger could be avertedl Still tenacious of his dignity 
— still eager to make a show of power — Badjee Eao had 
• declared that all would be well, and that he could manage 
his adherents. But at noon, on the 9th of June, a mes- 
senger entered the English camp, and announced that 
the Peish wall’s tent was surrounded by his mutinous 
soldiery, clamorously demanding their arrears of pay, 
and threatening to resort to acts of violence if their claims 
were not promptly satisfied. 

Tliough the main body of Malcolm’s troops had 
marched as usual in the morning, he had kept in the 
rear, under the belief that their services would be re- 
quired, a detachment consisting of a regiment of cavaliy, 
a battalion of infantry, some guns, and about six hundred 
iiTcgular liorsc. They were ready to act in a moment 
against the mutineers j but Badjee Eao still declared that 
he could induce, by promises of nayment, the refractory 
troops to march towards their homes, and implored Mal- 
colm not to attack them lest they should sacrifice his 
life to their resentment. For seven hours, therefore, the 
British troops were kept under arms, but inactive. Still 
the turmoil was unabated ; still the language of the chief 
mutineers was loud and defiant. So Malcolm sent an 
express to recall the troops which had marched m the 
morning, and in the mean while exhorted the Peishwah, 
who was in an extreme state of alarm, to compose him- 
self during the night, for that next day he would as- 
suredly be relieved from the danger which then threat- 
ened him. At the same time, Malcolm sent messages to 
the chiefs of the mutineers, warning them of the certain 
destruction they Avould bring upon themselves by com- 
mitting any acts of violence; but promising them on 
the other hand, that if they would depart m peace, the 
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pledges voluntarily made to tliem by the Poish-wah 
should be amply redeemed. 

The night passed quietly away. On the morning 
Malcolm went out to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of 
the Peishwah’s camp. It was at a distance of about a 
mile and a half from our own head-quarters, pitched 
upon a spot of low, jungly ground on the banks of a 
watercourse, which, flowing in a serpentine direction, 
surrounded three sides of the encampment. The low 
trees and brushwood on the banks of the IsTullah, and 
the uneven, stony surface of the ground, were favorable 
to the operations of the irregular Arab trqops who occu- 
pied it. But Malcolm’s quick soldierly eye discerned at 
a distance of some two hundred yards from the front of 
the encampment a spot on which he could form his force, 
with the left of his line resting on the watercourse, and 
his right extending to a hill, the crest of which com- 
manded the whole camp. As soon as he received intel- 
ligence that the troops^ which he had recalled were close 
at hand, he made his formations, and prepared for action. 
His object, however, was rather to overawe the mutineers 
than destroy them. There was no doubt of the result 
of an engagement. But the lives of the Peishwah and 
all Ids family were in danger. The mutineers encom- 
passed his tent. His attendants and followers, including 
numbers of women and children, were hemmed in by 
the refractory troops. To have opened a fire upon them 
would have been to have destroyed scores of innocent 
lives. The moment was one of extremest anxiety. Mal- 
colm had nine six-pounder guns loaded with grape, and 
if he had opened upon the mutineers, the massacre would 
have been dreadfril. He abstained to the extreme limits 
of forbearance. An Arab picket fired on our men, and 
ouj grenadiers were wounded. Still Malcolm 
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would not fire a shot, or suffer a man to move. The 
display of force was sufficient. The chiefs of the muti- 
r.eers were now coming forward to sue for terms. Gal- 
loping forward, and stopping the fire of their men, they 
ad vanced towards the English general. He told them, 
j’l a manner not to he misunderstood, that the Peishwah 
had already paid them a large sum of money; that other 
points for which they liad contended had been guaranteed 
to them on the laith of the British Government ; and 
that therefore, as they had no longer any pretext for 
continuing in a hostile attitude, if they did not imme- 
diately draw off their troops from the tents of their late 
master, our batteries would open upon them and they 
would be destroyed to a man. 

I'liey im]>lored him to be patient for one more moment. 
They asked <.»nly that he would suffer them to return to 
(heir liiies and bring with them the principal jemadars of 
tlie fwce to hear Malcolm’s promises confirmed. The 
])ermission was granted; and the jemadars came. “Give 
these men your hand,” said the chiei; Synd Zein by name; 
“ promise them that, if they release Badjee Rao, you Avill 
not att.ack tlumi, and all your commands shall be obeyed.” 
'Ik I one after another Malcolm gave his hand and the 
promise they required to assure them; and then .they 
hastened to their lines. In less than a quarter of an hour 
tlieir tents were struck, their troops had moved off ; and 
Badjee Rao, attended by his own Mahratta guards, came 
u]> lo the fi'ont of the English line, where Malcolm re- 
ceived him •with a general salute. 

The Peishwah, who had been overwhelmed with terror, 
■was now in a corrospondmg state of joy. He was pro- 
lu.-o in his expressions of gratitude. He called Malcolm 
tliu L-nviour of his honor — the saviour of his life; and 
dri. iiuvd (hut ho would, for the remainder of his days, be 
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guided in everytHng by the advice of Ms preserver. 
There was no blessing in life, he said, equal to that of a 
true friend. • = 

Nor less thankful was Malcolm for the happy issue of 
that day’s danger. “ How you would have been grati- 
fied,” he wrote some days afterwards to his wife, “ tb have 
heard the praises and blessings which were showered upon 
me from all ranks when the affair ended without blood- 
shed. I thank God for giving me a coolness on that day 
which nothing could disturb. The Peishwah must have 
been murdered, and hundreds of women and children, and 
all my triumph in his submission would have been soiled. 
I should, besides, have lost two or three hundred of my 
own fine fellows, but have extirpated their opponents. 
All is now as happy as possible. Badjee Rao, who has 
dismissed all his mihtary attendants but four or five hun- 
dred, is in my camp, ready to proceed to Hindostan the 
moment the rains will admit. All is peace and quiet, 
and I do not see much prospect of its being disturbed.” 

On the 12th of tfune, Malcolm and the Peishwah 
crossed the Nerbudda. From this time all apprehen- 
sions regarding the conduct of Badjee Rao were at an 
end. He knew where alone safety was to be found ; 
he knew what were his interests — ^who was his friend. 
He was extremely unwilling to be severed from his pro- 
tector, and talked of never leaving his side. Malcolm 
treated him with unlimited courtesy and unstinting confi- 
dence; and there were some who, considering the Prince’s 
natural tendency to intrigue, and the guile which was so 
large an ingredient in his character, thought that it wms 
scarcely safe to trust him so much. But on this point 
Malcolm had made up his mind after much refleetion. 
Writing to Mr. Elphinstone early in August, he explained 
the. principles by wMch he regulated his conduct: 
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* You are, I well know, doing everything that can conciliate 
the inhabitants, and fulfilling every shadow of an engagement 
with a feeling that works gre^t, though unseen good. As, to our 
difference in the tone to Badjee Rao, if you had had my task you 
would, I am assured, have performed it as I have done. To bring 
him into my power I -was obliged to assume a tone which it would 
have b*een ungenerous and impolitic to have changed without a 
real necessity. Circumstances that referred to his tempers and 
condition, and to the actual state of the country, gave me more 
security from a system of confidence that appeared to border on 
imprudence than I could have derived from any guard except the 
main guard ; and, independent of the immense advantages, which 
a local observer can only appreciate, of making this prince march 
a volunteer to Ilindostan, I give him the fair chances of becoming 
reconciled to his situation through a sense of the comforts of his- 
actual condition, and a hopelessness of improving it. The first 
motive could not operate if he was under a jealous restraint; for, 
as far as I can judge, his character, his suspicions, and his fears 
wmuld make him regard such as the commencement of a system 
that must end in a prison; and I confess I can imagine no watch 
efficient to prevent his personally escaping if he should desire it. 
When that is apprehended, sentries mu^t be placed over him. Do 
not imagine that I am without information of what is passing in 
his campj^far less that I have ever smoothed for one instant with 
him, or those about him, regarding their present and future ex- 
pectations. Not only my language, but my actions, have all the 
same tendency to satisfy them that they shall possess every cqmfort, 
but that every hope of future power is gone. They have the best 
water wherever wc halt ; they have tents, camels, bullocks, coolies, 
cash whenever required, and every species of civility, attention, 
and respect; but all ideas opposite to their situation are crushed 
the moment they appear. 

It is impossible to reconcile the mind at once to eternal ba- 
nishment from the Faderland^ and to the total loss of all sovereign 
power; but this may be done by degrees, through the ex- Prince 
losing gradually all hopes of success in an effort to regain them. 
I am not startled at finding Badjee Rao still has a hope that four 
or five years of good conduct might entitle him to some power, 
but I take care that hope shall receive no encouragement; on the 
ii;- x' 
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contrary, that he and those around him should know that it is 
altogether fallacious; and I know that every day must weaken the 
expectetion till it dies a natural dsath. But supposing the con- 
trary-— -suppose this man attempts escape ? If prevented , you have a 
good right to confine him ; if he gets away, what is his condition ? 
He would be a burden to Scindiah or to Holkar. He could not 
carry treasure with him ; nor could he restore his credit, or recall 
his respectable adherents. Plunderers might use his name for a 
month, but nothing could result; and his character is such, that he 
never could re-create the means which he has abandoned.” 

At this time Malcolm was at Mundissore, where he 
had negotiated the treaty with Holkar’s Government; 
and Badjee Rao, who was to he attended to Hindostan 
by Captain Low, was about soon to lose Malcolm’s as- • 
suring companionship.* The force had been continually 
in motion, during the hottest season of the year, and had 
made many long marches, which had greatly distressed 
some of Malcolm’s followers, who wore not as fond 
of rapid locomotion as himself, f The reader, indeed, 
who follows on the map the movements of Sir John 
Malcolm, and marks the largo intervals of space cor- 
responding with the brief intervals of time s'et down 
in the narrative, will almost doubt the accuracy of 
the narrator. But now the rains had set in ; the 
country was under water ; and again he found 


^ I date tMs,” lie wrote to his wife 
oif the 8th of August, '‘from the place 
where I settled the peace with Holkar 
ia January last. I am escorting Ead- 
jee Eao, who takes his leave here to 

f o to Hindostan. I shall rejoice when 
c departs, for really this is a life of 
too incessant effort and fatigue to be 
agreeable. I have had another mon- 
soon march, and am now encamped on 
a Mgh MU, to avoid the floods that are 
all around/’ 

t Malcolm, in one of his private 
Imm, thus alludes to* the subject ; I 
(I)' a bad name 
to m one Mt these 


more than my little Persian friend, 
Mahomed Hussein Khan, who was 
with me as moonshee in my pursuit of 
Badjee Bao. In one of tlie hottest 
days of the flrst week* of June I hap- 
pened to say that I was not certain 
whether I should march eighteen miles 
or twenty-eight next day. 'Oh! for 
God’s sake, march twenty-eight/ said 
the Khan. 'TVliy do you wish it?* 
said I j ' I am afraid it will kill you.’ ” 
On this the Khan told a story more 
amusing than dblicaie, the drift of 
which was, that if he were to be killed 
at all, it was better to be killed out- 
right. 
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tlie inconvenience, wliicli he had experienced in the pre- 
ceding year, of pitching his camp in a swamp, or searching 
for a spot of rising ground on which to locate himself 
with greater comfort. Malcolm’s health was beginning 
to fail him under the combined influences of continued 
work, much anxiety, and exposure to the vicissitudes of 
the climate. It was a relief to him when at last he was 
able to announce that Badjee Eao and Ms escort were 
about to leave him. “Badjee Eao,” he wrote to Mr. 
John Adam, “ leaves this on the 17th (of August), after 
making all the arrangements required about his followers, 
five hundred of whom leave him here, and between two 
and tliree hundred, five days after he reaches Muttra. 
Explanations have taken place here which wiU, I trust, 

do much good I could not at this season have 

taken any other road, and it would have been impolitic 
to leave liim in Malwah ; for whatever he might have 
thoiiglit, all kinds of stories were afloat about his pro- 
bable restoration, and men’s minds began to be agitated 
on the subject. They are now all pretty well convinced, 
’j'he impression made by this scene will long survive. It 
has all the character of a triumph over mind; and that, I 
will maintain to my last breath, in spite even of a reso- 
lution of Council, is worth a hundred triumphs over the 
body.” 

Malcolm remained some days at Mundleysir, and then 
moved to Mhow, where he was establishing a canton- 
ment, which was the centre of those operations for the 
reclamation of Malwah, of which I shall presently speak 
more in detail — operations into which he threw all the 
fiilness of Ms heart and all the energies of his mind.* 

* 111 !i Icffpr to his wife on this who all continue to refer their happi- 
suhjeei., Malcolm says “I often wish ness to me; and it joys my heart to 
YOU were hero to enjoy the hlessings find myself the instrument of punish- 
I obtain Iroiii the poor inhabitants, ing freehooters, and restoring great 
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“Exercising, as I do at present,” lie wrote to Lord Wel- 
lesley, in September, “ a military and political control 
tbat Extends over the greatest part of Malwah, and as 
far south as the Taptee; and seeing provinces that have 
been for fifty years a prey to anarchy and disorder rising 
rapidly to prosperity under our protection and po;ver, I 
recall with delight those lessons I learnt under your 
Lordship. Every day shows practically the wisdom of 
the principles which you laid down for the management 
of this great empire; and I am sensible I derive half the 
reputation I enjoy from my good memory in remembering 

what you taught me I have, been continually 

marching for fifteen months, including two monsoons. I 
am now in a cantonment I have formed near Indore. ' 
If matters are quiet, as they promise to be, at the opening 
of the season, I mean to go in February to Calcutta ; and 
if not before appointed Governor of Bombay, it is iny 
intention to embarh for England in November or De- 
cember, 1819.” 

On the same subjecf of the improvement of the country 
he wrote soon afterwards to Mr. William Elphinstone, 
saying: 

‘‘I. am looking anxiously for letters from England, written 
subsequent to the war with Holkar. The countries of that young 
Prince are advancing to prosperity with a rapidity that looks almost 
miraculous to those who are unacquainted with the patience, in- 
dustry, and attachment to the soil of the Eyots of India. They 
actually have reappeared in thousands, like people come out of the 
earth to claim and recultivate lands that have been fallow for 
twenty years. I delight in the scene, and if I succeed (which I 
trust I shall) in keeping the peace during the next two months, 

f rovinees to a prosperity ■which they villager in this quarter, and they come 
ave not known for years. Tliis is a and squat down in my room alongside 
'S^mi beyond either victories or nego- of astonished ESjahs and Nabobs, who 
■liations of which I am indeed proud, wonder at my had taste.” 

I am intimate with almost every poor 
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the danger is past, and my reign will finish (for I haye applied 
to go to Oalciitta in January) with great eclat; I shall liave to 
boast that, over a tract of country three hundred miles in length, 
and about two hundred in breadth (such is the extent of my 
command), not a musket has been fired, and hardly a petty 
theft committed for nearly twelve months; and when it is added 
that this country includes the districts of all the Pindarrees, that 
this was the scene of constant war between Mahratta chiefs, that 
it is full of Rajahs, Grassiahs and Bheels, whose occupation is 
plunder, my right of exultation will not be denied. My mode 
has been to avoid all interference but as a settler of differences 
and a keeper of the peace. l am the avowed enemy of plun- 
derers, and the active friend of all those who maintain or return 
to peaceable habits. 

But the chief secret is, I am very tolerant of abuses, and can 
ivait with patience to see them die their natural death. I am no 
advocate, God knows, for sudden reforms or violent changes. i 

These are, indeed, the rocks of the sea in which we are now I 

afloat. Amid all tlieso scenes my mind is fixed on England, and || 

nothing but an early appointment to Bombay can detain me 
longer.” ^ 

To tlio Duke of Wellington lie also wrote about the 
same time : ' 

If I can leave this country in January in that state of pro- 
found tranquillity it is in at this moment, I shall really exult, as 
the change has appeared, to me even who am sanguine, to be too 
great to be permanent; but unwearied efforts have been made to 
produce it, and the good of all has been my study, and fortu- 
nately, from Lord Hastings, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and Holkar, 
to every petty plundering Rajah and Bheel chief, all have hitherto 
combined in leaving matters to my sole discretion and manage- 
ment. This, -with a good army at my command^ some expe- 
rience, a resolution to alter nothing that can be tolerated, to dis- 
trust as little as possible, to attend to usage more than reason, 
to study feelings and prejudices, and to make no changes but such 
as I am compelled to do, may enable me to leave a tolerable easy 
task to;., your .nephew, Gerald Wellesley, who is appointed Resi- 
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dent -witli Holkar, and who is reported (I have not seen him for 
many ^ears) a very efficient public officer.” 

r 

WMlst Malcolm, surroimded by a society of pleasant 
friends, was prosecuting with, tliese bappy results Ms ad- 
ministrative labors, tlie 23 rd of September found Mm 
not nnmindfdl of the fact that it was the anniversary of 
the battle of Assye — the first of Wellington’s long list of 
victories. Determining to celebrate the occasion by a 
grand entertainment, he invited all the officers in camp 
to dinner, and toasted the duke with becoming enthu- 
siasm. The native soldiery followed the example of 
their officers, and the very Pariahs had a festival of their 
own. The scene was a memorable one ; and it cannot 
be better described than in the words of MalcoMi’s own 
letter to Wellington, written two days after the carouse : 

^^The day before yesterday the whole of the officers in camp 
dined with me to celebrate the anniversary of the battle of Assye ; 
and it was celebrated with proper enthusiasm by men who were 
sensible to all the advantages the Indian army derives from having 
its fame associated with your history. I have never yet written 
any poetry about you, and therefore expect pardon for making 
you the subject of a song for the day, a copy of which I enclose.^' 
It is 4he same measure as that in which Moore has made the 
Genius of Erin call upon you to relieve her land, and sings equally 
well with the appropriate air of / Paddy Whack.’ If Moore is 
very Irish, you will perhaps say I am very Asiatic. 

Our Assye festival did not finish with my dinner. My native 
aide-de-camp, Subadar Syud Hussein, a gallant soldier, owes his 
rise to that day. He was the leading havildar of the Fourth 
Cavalry in the charge ; and he afterwards dashed into the centre 
of a party of the enemy’s horse, and bore off their standard. His 
commanding officer, Floyer, brought him and the standard to you; 
and upon the story being told, you patted him upon the back, 

-■vi'.'.: * 

■ n, 

* The so33ig which Malcolm wrote will be found in the Appendix. It was 
op.ttoo<Mmon---cmeof sung by Captain fleetwood, of tlic 

rited of Ms compositions — Eooket Corps. 
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and with that eloquent and correct knowledge in the native lan- 
guage for which you were celebrated, said, ^ Acha havildar; je- 
madar*’ A jemadar he was made; and though the anecdote lias no 
doubt been expelled from your memory to make room for others 
of more interest^ it holds an important place in Syud Hussein’s ; 
and amid all his subsequent successes in Persia and in India, 
which have raised him to medals, pensions, and a palanquin from 
Govemmentj his pride is the pat on the back he received at Assye; 
and he told me the other day with great naivete that he felt raised 
by your actions, as your increasing fame gave increasing value to 
the notice you liad once taken of him. This grateful soldier fol- 
lowed my feast by one on the 24th to two hundred subadars, 
jemadars, havildars, and naicks of my division ; and a grand nautch 
which he gave in the evening to about four hundred spectators, 
was attended by all the English ofScci’s in camp. A very good 
transparency of your head, with the word Assye, which had or- 
namented niy bungalow, was put up by him in a large tent, and 
the Persian name of Wellesley Sahib Bahadur, in Persian cha- 
racters, announced to those who had not seen the light of your 
countenance in the original, for whom the picture was intended. 
The subadar was pressed to call you the Duke of Wellington; 
bufc he said (and I tliink very justly J that was your European 
name, but your Indian name was Wellesley Bahadur.” 

Since waiting this letter, all the Pariahs at head -quarters 
met and gave a feast, to help which they purchased thirty bottles 
of Pariah arrack. Led by the riot they made to the place of 
meeting, I went with some others to see what was the matter. A 
drunken Melitur came up and said, ^ We all get drunk for Wel- 
lington^ name.’ ” ' ' 

As the heavy rains of the autumnal season passed away, 
and the cool, crisp air of the early winter began to inspire 
men with new energy and vigor, Malcolm^ whose consti- 
tution had been severely tried by the few preceding 
iiioiitlis, with all their toil and anxiety, felt the glow of 
retimiing health upon him, and wrote hopefully of the 
state and prospects of the country, whose regeneration 
lay so near his lieart: 
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I am quite 'well,’’ he wrote to his wife in October — all Is 
quiet- — no chance of war — and everything in iny large kingdom 
flourishing and prosperous. The 'Cold weather is actually com- 
mencing, and in two months we shall have plenty of ice. I, in- 
deed, believe this cantonment (called by the natives Malcolmpore) 
is upon the most elevated level in the whole peninsula. «Rivers 
that rise within a few miles of my bungalow (I have a fine bun- 
galow and garden) take opposite courses, east and west, and fall 
into the distant seas of Bengal and Cambay.” 

To the Duke of Wellington he wrote at the end of 
October, from Mhow : 

I have had occasion to put all my theories of settling troubled 
waters, and of bringing order out of anarchy, into full practice; r 
and the result has been beyond my own expectations; but the 
labor has been almost too much, and I am anxious to get away. 

I mean to go to Calcutta, if all keeps quiet, in February or March, 
and proceed home in November or December. It would be 
foolish to waste my life in waiting a vacancy, which may not 
occur these three years. ..... I have had such hard wmrk 
lately, that I shall easily aonsole myself for a disappointment in 
the prospect of a little quiet in England.” 

ft' 

It was not, however, in the nature of things, encourag- 
ing as were the appearances of general tranquillity, that 
there, should not have been accidental disturbances re- 
sulting from the folly or fanaticism of individual men. 
It happened at this time that an impostor, calling him- 
sSf Mulhar Rao, pretending to be the real head of the 
Holkar family,* gathered around him a few Arab and 
other disbanded troops, and endeavoured, with small 
success, to raise the country. The movement was too 
contemptible to cause any anxiety, but it occasioned 

* His real name ivas Krishna. He poor the real Holkar had fled mmt- 
was a member of. the Holkar family, tended, and that the Minister had 
about the same age as MuJhar _Eao, produced a supposititious prince in bis 
and is said to have resembled him in stead. Of course the impostor, being 
per^n. It was alleged by his sup- a boy of tender years, "svas a mere tool 
porters, that after the oattle of McMd- in. the hairds of others. 
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come trouble. Ou tlie 10th of November, still at Mhow, 
]\Ialcolm wrote to Mr. Jeukins : 

* 

All mj Rangree friends continue to behave well, but their 
settlement has given much trouble, and it will require as much to 
keep them right. The impostor Mulhar Rao is, I trust, on his 
last legs, and I expect to-morrow or next day to hear of his 
having closed his career, at least for the present, as he must be 
taken if he does not retreat so far west as to lose all his followers; 
«and I am following him up in the settlements of the* chiefs in 
whose countries ho, or rather the freebooters who made an instru- 
ment of him, have liithcrto found protection.” 

At the beginning of December, Malcolm moved out 
• with a light corps from his cantonBient at Mhow, and 
procecMled into tlie districts to the westward to drive the 
rel.>els from the Cliumbiil to the frontier of Giizerat. He 
liud expected that the disturbances instigated by the 
preteiicler, or rather in his name, for he wms little more 
than a boy, would have led to some sanguinary encoun- 
ters ; but oil the 8th of December he wrote from Dhar to 
liis sister-in-law, Mrs. M’acdonald, saying : 

Every tiling in this quarter is going on to a wish, and work 
that I expected would have cost me many lives, is going on as 
smoothly as a holiday pastime. Arabs, Mekranees, and ajl kinds 
of wild mercenaries are marching off contentedly to their homes, 
and every order I give is cheerfully obeyed. I have taken great 
pains to satisfy these men of the uselessness of opposition, and I 
have troops at every point. ..... The cold weather is set in, 
which is a great aid, for I am at vrork from morning till evening. 
If the next fifteen days arc fortunate, this province is settled be- 
yond a fear of trouble.”* 

Oil llic same day lie wrote also msi come in to pay me a visit. He is, 
to Lady .Muleulm, saving: “I am like young Holkar, one of my royal 
now a tour wiili a light corps wards. We have had plenty of laugii- 

tu tlu* west t)f the Ohiuubiii, clearing ing, almost playing. L cannot hear 
the coniif ry of vagabonds on the from the mummery of these state visits, and 
tier of Guzcivti. . . . . , The young always break in upon the grave part 
llajali of Lliur, a delightfol boy, has of tlieni with good effect.” 
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In less than the time appointed, he had completed 
his work. Ten days had scarcely passed before he was 
able to announce that he had "accomplished all that he 
desired without shedding a drop of blood : 

It will,*’ he wrote to Lord Hastings^ what I krsow of 

your Lordship’s feelings and principles, be a satisfaction to learn 
that, in effecting arrangements which have sent to their homes 
at least 6000 foreign troops, and brought every subordinate 
tributary to a fair settlement with his superior in the countries 
west of the Chumbul, not a shot has been fired ; and not one that 
I have seen or heard of'(and I have almost seen or heard all) are 
seriously discontented.” 

Writing to his wife on the 17th of December, he dwelt 
delightedly on the success he had achieved : 

I have completely settled a rebellion, at the head of which 
there was an impostor, calling himself the legitimate Holkar . All 
the troops are dispersed, and all the leaders are taken. The last 
threw himself at my feet four days ago. Has by that act escaped 
being hanged; but has been banished the country. I am now 
making a circuit of the barren and rugged countries on the eastern 
frontier of Guzerat. This, my last work, promises to be well over 
in a month, when I may boast that all this province is in a state of 
tranquillity, and likely to remain so, and that the great object has 
been eijected with hardly the loss of a life. Two days ago, being 
angry with a celebrated chief of the name of Moozuffer, I told him 
to leave my camp and proceed to his stronghold, and place him- 
self at the head of 2000 men who were at his disposal. ^ I wull 
follow you,* I added, ^and show you soon the nature of your 
power.’ The man coolly replied, ‘ I know my power. Though 
locally considerable, it is nothing compared to yours. Besides, 
robber though I be, I cannot subsist, except by the cultivators of 
my country ; and such is the reputation which your proceedings 
for the last twelvemonth have given you with that class, and all 
'"'the peaceable Inhabitants of the country, that the sword that is 
drawn against you will be weighed to earth by tlleir curses.’ ” 

was written from Bhopawur, which lies to 
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the west of the Chumbul river. From that place Mal- 
colm marched northward to Rutlam, where he spent the 
Christmas of this year. 'On the great festival day, he 
wrote to his wife, saying : 

“ I have time to say no more than that I am worlsing twelve 
hours in the day, hut trust to God the great labor draws to a 
close, and that in one short week I shall report to Lord Hastings 
the complete settlement of all the princes, chiefs, and countries 
within my extensive command. Nothing of any consequence will 
be left undone, and as the very elements of sedition have been re- 
moved, I shall have no fear for the future tranquillity of this 
quarter, at least .not while the principles upon which it has been 
effected are maintained. There are two circumstances connected 
with my late labors which will gratify you; one is, that public 
opinion in this province, high and low, is so with me, that it has 
overpowered everything. I have not met with the slightest check, 
and everywhere I liave been, and am hailed with blessings. They 
give me (from not understanding what is done by our system) 
exaggerated merit, as the author of the great change that has been 
elfecled, and I am deemed in Malwah the restorer of peace, the 
establisher of order, and the promoter of general prosperity. This 
is the {ir§t cause of your gratification. The second is, that Lord 
Hastings and the Supreme Government appear', by their late 
letters, determined to outdo the good folks of Malwah.” 

And never were praises better merited. The' right 
man was never more certainly in the right place than 
was Malcolm at this time. He had many personal qua- 
lities which peculiarly fitted him for the work of settling 
a long-troubled country, and reclaiming from their law- 
less habits men whom evil circumstances, rather than 
evil inclinations, had driven into a career of crime. He 
had no “ great theories” to support. He indulged in no 
pliilosophical s[)eculations regarding the destinies of man, 
or the^constitiition of society. He was not what is conven- 
tionally called u deep thinker. His rules of conduct were 
not of an abstract kind, but available at all times for 
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practical purposes, and readily adaptable to the circum- 
stances of the hour. He had expansive sympathies, a 
large humanity, an uncommonly fine temper, and a 
genial flow of spirits which was as contagious as it was 
cheering. He had, too, a peculiar kind of ready wit, 
which did not develop itself so much in smart sayings, as 
in a prompt appreciation of peculiar circumstances and 
characters which enabled him to meet every contingency 
with some pertinent remark, impressing the hearers to 
whom it was addressed with a conviction that he saw 
through them as though they were glass. No English- 
man had mixed more freely with natives ofdndia of every 
class, or ever understood them better. He was not, 
properly speaking, a great linguist— an erudite Oriental 
scholar ; but he readily understood, and he conversed 
volubly in, several native dialects, and if his language 
was not always a model of philological correctness, his 
hearers never missed his meaning. But even, beyond all 
these advantages, perhs^s, the secret of his success lay in 
the fact that he communicated directly with the people. 
He was, at all times, accessible to them. He did not 
employ intermediate agents ; but took care that justice 
should descend to every claimant in a pure and undi- 
luted stream. No man ever accomplished more than Sir 
John Malcolm by the force of his own personal character, 
or„shaped his acts with more particular reference to the 
individual characters of others. 

There was a heartiness, a sincerity in all that he said 
and did, which gave people unlimited confidence in him ; 
and even when his decisions were Unfavorable to the 
applicant, there was a robust sort of kindliness in his 
very denials which disarmed them of offence. A well- 
’ timed, readily appreciable joke, often was more service- 
able in his hands than the most elaborate arguments. On 
oilb when receiving petitions and listening to 
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complaints — a duty to which he systematically devoted 
a portion of the day — a Bheel, one of the wildest of a 
Avild tribe, broke clamorously into the tent, threw’ him- 
self at Malcolm’s feet, and cried aloud for justice. He 
liad a dreadful story to tell of robbery and murder, and 
])ra\’td that justice might be executed upon the criminal. 
“ Hold, hold!” said Sir John, “not so fast; the party you 
accuse .shall be sent for, and the cause inquired into 
iortlnvith.” “What is the use of inquiring ?” asked the 
Bheel ; “ my cattle have been carried off, and one of my 
sons killed in an attempt to recover them.” “ It may be 
so,” returned Malcolm, “but still I must inquire. Do 
you know why the Almighty gave me tAvo ears ?” The 
])laiiitiff looked puzzled, shook his head, and answered in 
the negative. “ Then I Avill tell you,” said Malcolm. 
“In order that I might hear your story AAuth one, and 
the other party’s Avith the other.” The bystanders 
loudly aiAplauded the Avisdom and justice of the speech, 
and the Bheel, equally convinced, aAvaited the inquiry 
against which he had protested. 

The new year found Malcolm busily employed in this 
good Av*ovk of settling the ncAvly-acquired country; and 
so much had his labors accomplished, that he was con- 
tenqdating a visit to Calcutta with a vicAv, if not ap- 
pointed to the Bombay Government, of eventually pro- 
ceeding to England, Avhen a Avarm, earnest letter from 
Lord Hastings persuaded him to remain longer in'a 
country to Avhose continued prosperity his presence Avas 
so essential. He had returned about the middle of the 
month of January to Mhow, whence, on the 22nd, he 
Avrote to his wife: 

“I expected about this time to have been on my way to Cal- 
cutl;!, but Lord l ltustings lias requested me to stay in Malwali, and 
in complying with his request I not only perform a duty, hut do 
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that which is best for the public interests and my private good. I 
shall certainly stay till the rainsj and probably longer ; but I re- 
main resolved (unless appointed to Bombay) to embark for Eng- 
land in December. Grod send me once more to you and my 
little ones, and he will be a wise man that persuades me away 
from so dear a home. If condemned to be absent, I could nowhere 
be so well as here. The climate is fine, thermometer last" night 
28°5 and all the grain-fields blighted with the frost of the last 
week. I am here, if you will believe all hands, very essential to the 
maintenance of that tranquillity which it has been my labor to esta- 
blish. All my plans have succeeded, and the whole of the foreign 
mercenaries (except ourselves) have been sent out of the country. 
This measure it was prophesied would cost hundreds of lives, and 
one or two years to accomplish. It did not occupy me above six 
weeks, and not a shot has been fired. I proceeded with fair and 
just propositions in one hand and a drawn sword in the other, and 
all not only yielded, but those that went and those that stayed 
were alike warm in their gratitude to me. This is very pleasing, 
and since I returned to Mhow I have really been affected by the 
regret all ranks displayed at my intended departure, and the joy 
they have expressed at my protracted stay.’^ 

But there was more** active work in store for Malcolm 
than he at this time anticipated. Early in Fgbruary, 
Appa-Sahib, the deposed Rajah of Berar, broke from 
the hills in which for some time he had been hunted by 
our detachments, and accompanied by Cheetoo, the last 
of the Pindarree chiefs, made his way to the strong 
fortress of Ass<Serghur, the gates of which were opened to 
receive the fugitive prince, but closed against the broken 
freebooter. Intelligence of Appa-Sahib’s movements 
seems to have reached Malcolm about the 10th of Fe- 
bruary. Already acquainted with the views of the 
Supreme Government, he set his force in motion, and 
marched forward upon Asseerghur to co-operate with Ge- 
neral DovetoB;, if need be, for the reduction of the place.^ 

^ General Boveton was tke senior commend the military movements that 
officer, and Malcolm could only re- seemed expedient in this conjuncture. 
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On the 14th he was at Mundleysir ; and on the follow- 
ing day, with 400 men of the 6th Madras Infantry, four 
companies of a Bombay regiment, the 3rd Madras Cavahy, 

800 of Guickowar Horse, and two brigades of Horse Ar- 
tillery, he crossed the Nerbudda river. What Appa- 
Sahib will do,” he wrote to Doveton, “ mocks all conjec- 
ture. I can hardly conceive Jeswunt Eao Lar is so be- 
reft of all sense as to brave on his account a storm that 
must overwhelm him.” On the following day, he became 
assured that the man had received some of Appa-Sahib’s 
followers, if not the fugitive Rajah himself, into his 
fortress, and he pushed on, ready, as he said, for any- 
thing, as far as his means went, which were “ not large, 

’ but of the right sort.” 

The next day, however, brought other tidings. Jeswunt 
Eao had applied to General Doveton for a passport to 
Malcolm’s camp, that he might communicate with the | 

English Agent, and then pass onwards to Gwalior to !’ 

receive the instructions of his master. This seemed to | 

promise a pacific result; and on the 18th of February, ^ 

Malcolm wrote that there was little chance of a siege, as \ 

Jeswunt Eao would be in his camp on the following day, ^ 

“ having obeyed a summons to attend his master at | 

Gwalior.” But, instead of making his appearance in 
person, the man opened communications by letter from ■ 

Asseerghur; and Malcolm, not then kncTwing that the 
duplicity of Scindiah himself was at the bottom of the | 

Ear’s strangeness of conduct, pronounced it to be “in- i 

1 . explicable.” It was still doubtful whether Appa-Sahib i 

Asseerghur belouged nominally to ment. Malcolm declared, however, 

ScindiSi, who was our ally; and as he that if he had his own way, he would 

professed though falsely, to disap- not wait a moment for Scmdiah*s con- 

prove of the conduct of his servant sent, but demand that our enemies 

111 oilcring shelter to our enemies, should be given up to us at once, and if • 

some embarrassmeni was occasioned refused, attack the fortress as soon as i 

by the seeming necessity of acting in we had collected means for the pur* 

concert with the Maharajah’s Govern- pose» 
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were in Asseergliur ; but it was certain that Clieetoo was 
wandering about in tbe neiglibourbood, seeking safety 
and finding none. Determined, if possible, during the 
negotiations with Jeswunt Eao, to destroy this last and 
most determined of the Pindarrees, Malcolm sent out 
eight or nine light detachments in pursuit of him. Flying 
from one, the wretched man well-nigh fell into the toils 
of another ; and at last, driven to the jungles, was at- 
tacked by a more remorseless enemy than the British. 
We found his horse and his sword ; his bones and his 
bloody garments. A tiger had fallen upon and devoured 
the last of the Pindarrees. . 

As the Asseerghur man did not make his appearance 
in our camp, and there was now a strong probability 
of our being driven to hostilities, Malcolm ‘‘galloped 
through the hills,” a distance of some thirty miles, to 
Doveton’s position, to take counsel with his brother ge- 
neral. It was agreed that the Bombay regiment in Mal- 
colm’s force should be attached to Doveton’s division, 
whilst the light corps of the former hung loose about 
the neighbourhood of Asseerghui’, ready, in the event, 
however improbable, of any disturbances in Malwah, to 
march in a few days to Indore. 

As- the month of February wore to a close, it became 
more and more obvious to Malcolm that the negotiations 
with which JeSwunt Kao was amusing him woixld have 
no favorable issue ; so he redoubled his exertions to 
collect means to invest the fortress of Asseerghur. Al- 
though Doveton was, as I have said, the senior officer, 
the political authority with which Malcolm Avas invested 
enabled him to take a conspicuous part in the completion 
of the arrangements necessary to the reduction of the 
place, and acting in entire harmony with his brother 
general, he brought up every available company of troops, 
and every gun that could be moved with safety from the 
surrounding country. There Avas no certain information 
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Upon the point, but it was believed that Appa-Saliib 
was in the fortress; and Malcolm was eager above all 
things to draw such a circle round the place, and so com- 
pletely to guard all the roads and passes leading from it, 
as effectually to prevent the Rajah’s escape.* 

Under these energetic arrangements the first two weeks 
of March saw such an augmentation of our means as 
enabled us fully to invest the place; but still negotiations 
were in progress, and Scindiah, pretending to repudiate 
the contumacy of the commandant, despatched a con- 
fidential servant to supplant him. Jeswamt Eao had 
been warned that if he did not surrender himself before 
the 13th of Mai’ch) our attack would commence on the 
'morning of that day. But on the 10th an express from 
Oujein brought intelligence to the effect that the officer 
appointed to receive charge of the fortress had started 
from that place on the preceding day; so it was necessary 
to suspend operations until his arrival. On the 16th an 
old and incapable man, bearing letters from Scindiah, 
arrived at Asseerghur, and entered the fortress. It was 
the time pf the Hooly festival, when Hindoos throw red 
powder over one another-, and indulge in other excesses 
in honor of the occasion. He found the garrison, as 
Malcolm wrote, “ drunk or mad,” and the commandant 
urged him to depart lest they should cut off his head in 
the height of their enthusiasm. Glad to eScape, the old 
man hastened to Malcolm’s tent. He was covered with 
the red powder; he was full of fear; he had delivered 
neither Scindiah’s letters nor Malcolm’s proclamations, 
with which ho had been charged, and was branded, 
therefore, as an imbecile by the British General. 

* Jcswunt Ilao denied, in his com- yon,” he wrote, *'but Badjee Bao was 
iimnicatioiis with that he the first of Hindoo princes ; and what- 

had given shelter to Appa-Sahib, but ever it may be your duty to write, you 
admitted that he would have harbored caimot iu your heart condemn me for 
Badjec Ilao, I may have displeased the part that I took.” 
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The old man promised to return to Asseerghur on 
the following day, and vowed that if his master s or ers 
were not obeyed he would strip himself to the skin and 
burn his clothes— a form of tremendous denmiciation; 
and if that did not succeed, resort to some other still 
more dreadful maledictory charm. “Tell tkem? said 
Malcolm, “that after one o’clock to-morrow, if I have 
no token of submission, operations will certainly com- 
mence. Not one hour more will be given them. We 
have waited too long already.” But neither Scindiahs 
letters, nor Malcolm’s summonses, nor the old man s in- 
cantations, had any effect upon Jeswiint Kao and his gar- 
rison. Asseerghur was not surrendered, and operations^ 

therefore commenced. .. ..i i t . 

The fortress of Asseerghur owed more to the bounty 

of nature than to the labor of man. It was bmlt upon 
an isolated rock-a high scarped rock of huge dimen- 
sions, which admitted of the construction of an upper and 
lower fort. Under the lower fort, on the western side, 
was a pettah, or walled town, by which alone it was 
possible to gain an entrance into the fortress. ^ Against 
this pettah, therefore, our first operations were directed. 
Doveton had made over to Malcolm, as the latter said, 
“in-the handsomest manner,” all the work that was to 
be done on the western side of Asseerghur, including the 
occupation of the pettah and the attack on the lower 
fort; whilst the senior general, on the eastern side, un- 
dertook the operations against the upper fort, which 
could hardly be brought to a successful issue before the 
arrival of some heavy guns which were on their way 

from Saugur. , . , 

The heat of the weather had already become intense, 

and the distressing effects of the burning sun were ren- 
^ ,’dered more terrible by the refraction from the walls of 
' : wl^ '«re were encamped. “ The weather 
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is dreadful,” wrote Malcolm, “ among these rocks, hnt all 
are in great spirits, and those who have read Addison’s 
Campaign do not complain of that even — 

No clime’s unlovely that contains a foe ” 

“This would be famous,” he said, in another letter, 
“ but for the excessive heat and the cholera. The 
latter, though not virulent, lurks in camp in a very dis- 
agreeable way. . . . . My opinion is, that there are not 
materials in Asseerghur for a long siege. I think, also, 
the place is decidedly assailable at one or more points, 
but considering it in a political view, as the last point 
^ of opposition, and the chosen place of refuge of our 
last enemy, I conceive that we cannot have too much 
means collected.” He had been, for several days pre- 
ceding the final suspension of negotiations, reconnoitring 
the surrounding country,* and gaining from every avail- 
able source the most minute local information that was 
likely to be of service to him in the inevitable operations 
of the siege. And having mapped out the plan, which 
seemed to promise the best results, he had ridden over 
to Doveton’s camp to submit to him his views regarding 
the best means of opening the attack, and taking counsel 
with him regarding the subsequent operations. 

On the 1 8th of March operations commenced. Doveton 
commanded on one side of the fort : Malcolm on the other. 
Malcolm’s force consisted of two battalions of Madras 
Sepoys, a regiment (grenadiers) and a battalion of Bom- 
bay Sepoys, a regiment of Madras Cavalry, some details 
of European horse artillery, and a camel howitzer bat- 
tery, t The pettah was carried at the outset with little 

As early as tlie of Mareli he of the points on this quarter as I can 
had written to Genera^ Doveton : “ The bo until I am in the works.” 
result of ray recounoIsHance of this f They were afterwards joined by 
morning, comliined with what I saw two battalions of Bengal Sepoys and 
before, makes me as completely master some heavy guns from Saugur. 
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loss. “ They Ere such bad marksmen in this fort,” wrote 
Malcolm on the following clay to his wife, “that there 
is no chance of a skull of such conformation as mine 
being cracked. I have no opinion either of the garrison 
or the commander, and we have means enough to blow 
them and their work off the face of the earth.” Ke was 
busy then establishing his batteries for an attack on the 
lower fort. “ I have had no sleep for twenty-four hours,” 
he wrote on that day to Mr. John Adam; “ to-night I 
trust we shall finish an eight-gun battery and two for 
twelve howitzers and mortars. These belong to the west, 
or my side the fort.” ^ 

On the evening of that day the besieged made a sally 
on the works which we were erecting in the town, but the 
batteries were sufficiently completed on the 20th to open 
with some effect on the lower fort. The enemy, how- 
ever, poured down again into the streets of the town, 
and killed one of our field-officers before they were 
I’epffised. Still the play of our batteries Avas not inter- 
rupted ; it was continued throughout the night, and on 
the next day a breach was practicable. Upoi^ this the 
enemy retired to the upper fort; but, a calamitous ex- 
plosion in one of our batteries, which destroyed nearly a 
whole company of Sepoys, emboldened the garrison to 
return to the lower works, which they continued to 
Qccupy for some time. 

There was then a lull in our operations. General 
Doveton was waiting for the heavy battering-guns from 
Saugur ; and although we could still annoy the enemy by 
our fire, we could do httle to advance the progress of the 
siege. “ I have the charge of the attack on the western 
face of this fortress,” wrote Malcolm to Lord Hastings 
on the 25 th of March. “We are going on slowly till 
General Doveton is ready to commence on the north-east 
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angle, wlien we shall proceed with an activity and vigor 
which must soon reduce the garrison to surrender at 
discretion, or hazard all the horrors of a storm. The 
weather is hot, but I have converted the mausoleum of 
an ancient Mahomedan ruler, within twelve hundred 
yards of the fort, into an excellent head-quarter. If it is 
permitted to this prince of true believers to look down 
from the seventh heaven, he must be shocked to see the 
proud fabric raised over his dust changed into a dwelling 
of infidels, who eat ham and allay the thirst it creates 
with forbidden drink within the sacred abode. Your 
Lordship will sejoice to learn that my division are (like 
, all men who have plenty of occupation) full of health and 
spirits.” 

Whilst Malcolm was waiting eagerly for the time when 
more active operations could be commenced against the 
fortress, a heavy disappointment was pressing upon him, 
and his mind was distracted by many thoughts uncon- 
nected with the progress of the siege. Under the walls ot 
Asseerghur he received letters from England, which an- 
nounced that Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone had been nomi- 
nated to succeed to the Government of Bombay. It was 
a severe blow to his honorable ambition, and at such a 
time the zeal of a less zealous public servant might'have 
reeled and staggered beneath it. From the old mauso- 
leum he wrote many letters on the subject, to which J 
shall presently allude more in detail-:— letters wliich shoAV 
how deeply he felt Avhat seemed to him to be a slight, 
almost a humiliation ; but he went about the work before 
him with no abatement of external energy, and he kept 
down his rebellious feelings as best he could. 

On the 29 th of March orders were issued for an 
assault next morning on the lower fort; but the enemy 
evacuated the position, and it Avas occupied without op- 
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position by Malcolm’s troops.* On the Srd of April 
the Saugur battering-train arrived, and then both divi- 
sions, with renewed vigor, poured an incessant shower of 
shot and shell upon the upper works. The effect of 
these operations was severely felt by the enemy. The 
casualties in the garrison were not numerous — .not so 
numerous as in our own ranks; but the continual 
shelling greatly annoyed them. Their walls were crum- 
bling to pieces. Their cattle were starving. The com- 
mandant of their artillery, the chief upon whom they 
had mainly relied for the successful defence of the place, 
was dead. It seemed hopeless to protract Ahe resistance ; 
they therefore bethought themselves of suing for terms. , 
They asked to be permitted to retire from the fort with 
their arms in their hands. But indignantly repudiating 
such terms, the British Generals sent back the wakeels 
who had brought the message, and prepared to renew the 
attack. 

At daybreak on the following day— the 8th of April 
— our batteries reopened ; but before noon the firing 
ceased. Jeswunt E.ao had sent a message to -General 
Doveton, offering unconditional surrender. He himself 
asked permission to visit our camp, where he was re- 
ceived by Doveton and Malcolm. To the latter was 


^ Why the assault was not attempted 
before cfoes uot very clearly appear. 
A. practicable breach in the lower fort 
had beeu made ou the 20 th of March. 
Lieutenant Lake, who was present on 
the occasion, says {Maims Sieges): 
" If there be any part of the opera- 
tions to which the praise that they 
generally merit cannot be given, it is 
the delay which took place "in the as- 
sault of the lower fort. It was a 
principal object of coarse to confine 
. the garrison within as narrow limits as 
pw&sible, in order to give greater effect 
, bSt they were 

a® lower fori 
was 


made in it, without any apparent reason. 
Nor was this the only inconvenience, 
for the delay which took place afforded 
the enemy ample time for retrenching 
the breach, of which, indeed, they did 
not avail themselves ; but an appre- 


011 the south front, which would other- 
wise have been unnecessary.” The 
work from which these remarks are 
taken is dedicated to Sir John Mal- 
colm, on whose^ suggestion it was 
written. There are many references in 
his letters to the promising abilities of 
the young engineer. 
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entrusted the conduct of the conference with the crafty 
Mahratta. It was soon obvious that the man’s object 
was to obtain some mitigation of the terms which the 
British Generals had imposed upon him. He declared 
his willingness to submit to terms of unconditional 
surrender, but expressed some doubt whether he could 
sufficiently control the men of the garrison as to compel 
or induce them to lay down their arms. On this the 
conference was broken off. Malcolm was instructed, in 
the Bar’s presence, to receive charge of the fort, on the 
prescribed terms, on the following morning, or else to 
recommence operations against it. With a heavy heart 
, Jeswunt Rao departed. Malcolm accompanied him as 
far as the lower fort, where he took leave of him with 
an assurance that inevitable destruction would overtake 
him and his garrison, if they did not march out of the 
fortress content with the preservation of their lives. 

It was, I believe, in the course of this conference with 
Jeswunt Rao that the commandant surprised Malcolm 
by pouring forth a stream of eulogies upon him, declaring 
that he held him in the highest possible regard. “ What !” 
said Malcolm, ‘‘have you not been using all this time 
your best endeavours to shoot me ?” “ Not at all,” re- 
turned the Mahratta ; “ ask any of your prisoners, 
and they will tell you that my orders to the gunners 
were not to fire where they saw a piebald horse. I was 
told that you rode such a horse, General; and 1 was 
eager to save you. I thought — ^we all thorxght — that the 
evil day might come, and that we should have no friend 
in India so likely to serve us as yourself.” “ And,” said 
Malcolm, afterwards narrating this incident, “ I did 
observe that there were always fewer casualties near my 
position than anywhere else.” * 
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It was then also that Malcolm — as recorded in all the 
CO temporary histories— told Jeswunt Rao that Scindiah 
wonld be much angered against him ; and was answered, 
“ Yes ; and with just cause, for hamng fought so badly 
in defence of so fine a fort. He will tell me that I ought 
to have died.” When Malcolm asked if he had not 
received an order from his master to evacuate the fort, 
the Lar proudly replied, “It may be the usage among 
Europeans, but with the Mahrattas, forts like this are not 
given up even upon orders.” 

The night was one of busy preparation in the Bri- 
tish camp ; of stormy debate and contentjpli within the 
fortress. But before daybreak a messenger came from 
Jeswunt Eao to announce that the garrison were pre- 
paring to march out of Asseerghur. And at sunrise 
they marched out — twelve hundred Arabs, Sindees, and 
Mekranees descended from the upper fort, and, in a 
square formed by Malcolm’s troops, piled their arms 
before the British General. The fort was occupied at 
once by British troops, the union-jack was hoisted over 
it, and a royal salute was fired in honor of the yictory. 
The commandant had not over-estimated the strength 
of the place. Our engineer officers were of opinion that 
rve could not have effected a practical breach at the 
points against which our batteries were directed. The 
defence might have been much longer continued but for 
a 'circumstance which was, of course, fatal to the be- 
sieged. It was found, on our taking possession of the fort, 
that the enemy’s powder was well-nigh exhausted. 

The capture of Asseerghur revealed to us two other 
important circumstances — the one, that not only had 
Scindiah, whilst pretending to direct Jeswunt Rao to 
deliver up the fortress to the old man sent from Gwalior, 
privately ordered him not to do so, but that he had somt; 
time before ordered the Lar to give all possible aid and 
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protectiou to Badjee Eao. A letter to this effect was 
I found by Malcolm in Jeswunt Eao’s possession ; and 

i tliere was no longer any doubt, therefore, of Scindiah’s 

perfidy. The second disclosure was tbat Appa-Sahib 
! was not in Asseerghur. There was no proof that he had 

t ever been there. What had become of the fugitive Rajah 

was a mystery wliich no one could solve.* 

The treachery of Scindiah fully justified the forfeiture 
‘ of the place, which was inflicted upon him as the penalty 

of his offence. But there was another point of view in 
which it was justly regarded by Malcolm and others, who 
clearly understood its import. It indicated, in a most 
unmistakeable manner, the embarrassments in which 
tlie Britisli Goveriiinerit would Lave been involved if 
.Badjee Rao liad been received into Asseergliur in the 
preceding year; and it came opportimely as a com- 
mentary on the important service which Malcolm had 
? rendered to his country in compassing the surrender of 

the Peishwah. It was not without some pardonable 
exultation tliatj after the fall of Asseerglim’, he wrote 
to John Adam, saying: 

Has not the trouble and the treasure which that contemptible 
wretch Appa-Sahib has cost us come in proof of iny predictions 
of what would occur if Badjee Rao held out? Have not the con- 
fessions of Scindiah and his letter to the Lar established beyond 
all doubt the verge upon which Scindiah stood at that momcijt, 
and the certainty of his having gone to war had Badjee Rao gone 
into Asseerghur ? Is it not cleaiv from what we have found that 
f formidable fortress, that Dovetoifs division and mine, destitute as 


It was Lord Hastings’s impres- 
sion that Appa-Saiub iiad been killed 
during the siege. Writing to Malcolm 
on the 7tli of June, lie said: Your rca- 
souing on our right to take A.sseerg]iur, 
t liougli Appa-Sahib luight not be williin 
it, is good pleadable matter. The most 
essential argument is that \vc are in 
possession of ilic place, I really sus- 


pect that Appa-Sahib was killed in 
it, A shell might fall upon him as 
well as upon any other body; in whicli 
case the fciliadar never would mention 
his death, because the fact ivould be a 
decisive proof of his having been iu 
the fort; consemicntly, of the Killu- 
dar’s guilt.’* 
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they were of every necessary equipment, could not only not have 
invested Asseer at that advanced state of the season with any 
hopes M success, hut must^ had the :tash attempt been made, have 
become subject to very serious failure ? Asa military man, I have 
not the slightest doubt of the latter position. Now, has enough 
occurred to satisfy you or not? I cannot tell you with what jegret 
I look to the view which you and Lord Hastings, and I imagine 
Metcalfe (for he never wrote me on the subject, probably from our 
opinions disagreeing), took of this event. For though his Lord- 
ship’s liberality and greatness of mind prevented his either writing 
or recording anything against me, yet had he taken the view 
which almost all others did of the event, he would have treated 
it in a very different manner. As it is, I declare to you I would 
not exchange the good service I am conscious ^of having done 
Government and my country in June, 1818 , for all the services of «<• 
my life. You will say a parent is always fondest of his weakest 
children ; but, in this case, depend upon it you are wrong, and 
the longer you live the more you will be disposed to think so.” 

Malcolm’s work was now done at Asseerghur, and he 
hoped that his work was done in India ; so, glad to 
escape from the intolerable heat and glare under the 
great rock, he commenced, on the 13th of Agril, his ^ 
march back to his home in the Mhow cantonment. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

CENTEAD INDIA. 

[1819-182L] 

, llIB BOMBAY' GOVmNOBSinr---MALCOLM’s i>ISAPP01]Sri:3CEHT“COB.BESP01iri>BNCE 
' 02^ THE SUBJECT— SOBICITEB TO llEMAIN IN CENTBAL INDIA— HIS SYSTEM OE 
ADMINISTEAITON— THE MADBAS GOYEENMENT — THE MALWAH BEPOBT— CON- 
TEMPLATED BETUEN TO ENGLAND. 

It has been incidentally stated that whilst Sir John 
Malcolm was pushing forward the operations for the re- 
duction of Asseerghur, described in the preceding chapter, 
he was under the depressing influence of a heavy disap- 
pointment. Perhaps, however, it is hardly right to say 
that he was depressed by the news which arrived from • 
England of the appointment of Mr. Elphinstone to the I 

chief seat in the Bombay Government. The feeling 
with which he regarded his supersession was of a more 
active kind. It was a strong sense of unmerited injury 
not altogether unmingled with resentment. He con- | 

ceived not only that his just claims had been slighted, 
but that he had been dealt falsely with by men in whom 
he had reposed confidence — that if no actual pledge had 
been violated, there was still something of an implied 
or constructive promise which had been broken by the 
authorities at Jiome. 

The expectation, which he had long cherished, of 
being appointed to succeed Sir Evan Nepean, was a rea- 
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sonable one. It was reasonable, wbetber viewed in rela- 
tion to Sir Jobn Malcolm’s distinguished services and 
just claims, or to the degree of encouragement which had 
been held out to him both by the Court of Directors and 
the Board of Control. Malcolm, it is true, was a man of 
a sanguine temperament ; but he had not, in this in- 
stance, viewed the amount of support, fairly indicated by 
the assurances he had received, through any magnifying 
medium of his OAvn. With a full knoAvledge of all that 
passed before he left England, and all that Avas written to 
him after his return to India, I cannot see how he could 
have formed any other conclusion than that he would be 
appointed, on Nepean’s retirement, G-overnor of Bombay. 
If he had just ground for this belief in 1816, surely the 
events of the tAvo following years, Avhich had strength- 
ened his claims, might also reasonabl}’' have strengthened 
his conviction that he would not be passed over. 

But although in the peculiar circumstances of the 
supersession there was something to increase Malcolm’s 
mortification, there was much, on the other hand, to soften 
and subdue it. He had been passed over in favor of a 
younger man — of one Avho had feAver years of hard 
service on aaMcIi to base his claim to such preferment. 
But n® man in India estimated the character of Mount- 
stuart Elphinstonc more highly than John Malcolm; 
normal! loved and respected him more. If the croAvn 
Avhich Malcolm had coveted for himself had been 
placed on the head of another, he felt in his inmost 
heart that the head was eminently fitted to wear it, and 
he rejoiced in the prosperity of Iris friend. “ You will 
probably have heard,” Avrote Lord Hastings early in 
March, “ that you were the losing candidate in the elec- 
tion for Bombay at the India House. KiipAA'ing as I do 
your feeling towards Elphinstone, I am aAvare this event 
will not be attended with the slightest degree of mortifi- 
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cation, wliilst the Avarm*testimony rendered by all parties 
to your worth and services makes a speedy reparation 
of the disappointment certain.” It was hardly possible 
that there should not have been some mortification ; but 
the Governor-General saw clearly what was the honey 
at the bottom of the cup. Malcolm himself had in the 
strongest language recommended Elphinstone to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the Court of Directors, and had 
dwelt with enthusiasm upon his eminent merits and dis- 
tinguished services. But although he had often talked 
of Elphinstone succeeding him as Governor of Bombay, 
it had never ejitered into his calculations that there was 
any possibility of his friend preceding him there. He 
would, however, have written quite as warmly had the 
contingency been foreseen. 

There are many letters now before me on the subject 
— letters fully explaining the feelings with which Mal- 
colm regarded his disappomtment — ^from which I select 
the following. The first is addressed to his brother 
Pulteny, who had married a daughter of Mr. William 
Elphinatone and the second to Mountstuart Elphin- 
stone himself : 


SIR JOHN MALCOLM TO SIR PULTENT MALCOLM. 

Camp, Asseerglmr, Marcli 18, 1819. 

Mx BEAR Pulteny,— I came here a few days ago to aid 
General Doveton in the siege of Asseer, and am just returned frdm 
the successful lodgment of our troops within one hundred yards 
of the walls of the last fortress that opposes the British power in 
India, and whose Killadar has given an asylum to its last enemj,^ 
the ex«Rajah of Nagpoor. I am preparing to return to see bat- 
teries erected. 

At this moment a newspaper reaches me with the account of 


Mr. William Bpiiiiistonc, aii In- lie had lioncstly anti consisicntljadyo - 
fluent ial member of tiic Court of Di- cated Malcolm’s claims, 
rectors, was uncle of Mountstuart; but 
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ElpHnstone’s nominalion, hy an unanimous vote 
j, to Bombay. I trust I shall never prove fabe to 
! a soldier ; but I never was less disposed to die for 
iors in England. No man can have more merit 
ue, but I stood on ground that should have de- 
and encouraged views of honorable ambition from 
■ any man. It is not for me to blazon my 
beL honest. Some persons write me that the 
nment is intended. This, I am assured, is not the 
; look for anything that can compensate the disap- 
should not be surprised at a pension being granted, 
ertainly feel little gratification or gratitudeirom it, 
t would, from the efforts of those who had failed me 

of a better object. * . . 

• my dear Pulteny,in writing you upon this subject. 


J. Malcolm 
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of the high station you have attained with the same sentiments of | 

warm and sincere friendship with which you would have addressed i 

me if I had been the fortunate candidate; but I have on'e Ian- ; 

guage for you, and another for those (if such there are) who, after 
giving me every ground to expect their warm and decided sup- 
port in pursuit of this object, have failed in their pledge. 

Your merits, however high, I can deem no excuse for them, 
unless I had merited the disappointment of hopes they cherished S 

by being an idle spectator of that scene in which your conspi- 
cuous efforts have gained you such just applause ; but I have run 
my last heat in a manner that will not make me patient under the 
defection of those who, I may assert, were pledged before it com- 
menced, and who could have no excuse for abandoning my in- 
terests but my having stopped short in my career, and allowed 
^ myself to be passed in the race, and by so doing having forfeited 
my title to the promised prize. It is necessary no feeling I 
have on this point should be disguised from you, and I therefore 
enclose you a copy of a letter I wrote to my brother Pulteny, five 
minutes after I read tlie paragraph from the Morning Chronicle 
announcing your appointment. 

Yours most sincerely, 

* J. Malcoem. 

Malcolm had always declared that, if not appointed 
Governor of Bombay, he would return to England and 
end his days in the tranquil happiness of domestic life; 
and now he was prepared to carry this resolution into 
effect. But a letter from Lord Hastings, beseeching him 
not to retire in disappointment, and suggesting another 
and not less honorable field of employment, roused'liis 
ambition anew. The country which had been forfeited 
by the Peisliwah was considered of sufficient importance 
to warrant its erection into a lieutenant-governorship; 
and already had Lord Hastings, believing that Malcolm 
would be appointed to Bombay, recommended that the 
Conquered Provinces should be placed under Elpliin- 
stone, as lieutenant-governor. His kind heart deeply 
sympathising with Malcolm in his disappointment, now 
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prompted liim to endeavour to obtain tlris office for Ms 
sliglited frienclj to whom lie wrote thus considerately on 
the subject : 

You seem to think that Elphinstone owed his appointment as 
Governor of Bombay to my solicitation. The testimony which 
I bore to the singular merit of his conduct may be believed to 
have operated strongly in his favor. But I should have thought 
that I, acted unworthily towards you, after the confidence you had 
reposed in me respecting your object, had I secretly thwarted your 
views by applying for the nomination of Elphinstone to that Go- 
vernment. I will tell you more. I had a most urgent entreaty 
from a person at home, intimately connected with me, and whom 
I wa^ most anxious to serve, that I would exert my interest 
(which he assured me would be successful) to get him appointed ' 
to Bombay. My answer to him was, that I could not run counter 
to the hopes of one whom I knew to have fair expectations, and 
still fairer deserts relative to that object. Beyond this, I should 
h ave morti lied Lady Hastings extremely had I interfered with 
your pretensions, for she writes to me with vexation at your dis- 
appointment. It is hlghlj probable the Directors will suggest to 
me the making you Lieutenant-Governor of the Poonah territory, 
because I did propose to them privately that arrangement for 
Elphinstone. Having shown to them that I tli ought myself 
bound to let the appointment emanate apparently from them, even 
v/hen Elphinstone’s peculiar knowledge of the country might have 
been justification for my acting without awaiting their instruc- 
tions, I could not of myself make a double administrative esta- 
blishment. But any indication that the Court lean that way will 
be seized by me directly. You view the matter justly when you 
say that the union of the civil and military powers would in that 
case make Poonah preferable to Bombay. Your correspondents, 
as far as I can judge, err in thinking that Mr. Canning took any 
step, or any disposition unfavorable to you. His policy was to fix 
a claim for a return from the Court by leaving their choice for 
Bombay wholly unbiassed. This may have incidentally operated 
to your disadvantage; but certainly it was not so meant by him. 
William Elphinstone behaved like himself in the strictness of his 
to you. Attached as he naturally is to his nephew, he 
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did not suffer any consideration of tliat nature to diminish the 
activity of his exertions for you ; and Lady Hastings tells me he 
■was nobly strenuous to carry the point in your favor. There is, 
after all, such a sentiment respecting you, that it would be unwise 
in the extreme to quit your ground and go home.” 

There was, doubtless, great consolation to Malcolm in 
the kindness of the Governor-General ; and in grateful 
recognition of it he consented to remain yet a little while 
longer at his post. “ The Directors,” he wrote to his 
old friend Mr. Cockburn, “ whatever I may think of indi- 
viduals, shall, as a body entrusted with the care of the 
public interests, find me a Christian knight, whose object 
' is to return benefits for injuries ; and I shall ever be 
more eager to shame them by ray services, than to justify 
their conduct by allowing personal feehng to interfere 
with public duty.” The Governor-General assured him 
that his services were still required in India; and he 
wisely determined, therefore, not to retire from the scene 
in disgust. 

But it^was not in the power even of Lord Hastings 
to persuade him that he had not been slighted. He felt, 
too, that there had been prejudice and intrigue at work, 
and that he had been “juggled” out of the succession. 
It was not very easy at first to ascertain the true history 
of his disappointment. The fact appeared to be tja^t 
Canning had sent in three names to the Court of Direc- 
tors— those of Malcolm, Elphinstone, and Munro — ^Mal- 
colm’s being at the head of the fist ; and that after some 
sharp contention Elphinstone was selected, on the ex- 
pressed ground of his being a civilian. It seemed at first, 
therefore, to Malcolm, that Canning, by placing his name 
at the head of the list, had not only behaved towards him 
in a fan, but in "a friendly spirit. Subsequent information, 
however, led him to believe that the Minister had been 
von. 11. X 
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playing a game of Ms own. Canning had a friend— Lord 
Walpole — ^whom he wished to serve, by obtaining for 
him the succession to the Madras Government, likely soon 
to become vacant j and Malcolm believed that he had 
covertly, supported Elphinstone as the candidate favored 
by the most influential section of the Court, or at all 
events by those members from whom he was most likely 
to obtain the reciprocation he sought. He believed, too, 
that some members of the Court, who had positively or 
impliedly promised to assist him, had failed him in the 
hour of need. It was submitted, however, to him, by the 
Chairman of the Company, through Lady Malcolm, that 
the claims of the candidates all being of the most dis-r 
tinguished order, ElpMnstone was selected because he 
was the only civilian of the three. With this explanation 
it was expected that he would be satisfied; and he would 
have been, if there had been no reason .to believe that 
there was something more than the high character and the 
privileged profession jof the winning candidate to secure 
for him a post which in his humility Mr. Elphinstone did 
not expect, and in his moderation he did not covet. 

But although Malcolm, as a statesman, was disap- 
pointed, as a soldier he was not. He had thought, on 
the field of Mehidpoor, of the red riband of the Grand 
Cross of the Bath. He coveted this distinction more 
hereditary honors. He might have secured for 
himself and his successors a baronetcy; but he desired 
his influential friends in England to make known his pre- 
ference in favor of the Grand Cross. With that pro- 
fessional devotion which was so conspicuous an element 
in his character, he desired the purely military distinc- 
tion, as that which would reflect most credit upon the 
service to which he belonged; and it was now sub- 
that the Prince-Eegent would confer the decora- 
tidn upon him so soon as his army rank should entitle him 
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to wear it. Malcolm was not yet a Major-General ; and 
tlie rules of tlie service therefore precluded him* from 
writing G.C-B. after his’ name. His promotion, how- 
ever, was not far distant ; and in such a case the promise 
was as good as the performance. 

So, with this great object of soldierly ambition already 
within his reach, and the prospect of a Lieutenant-Gover- 
norship before him, Malcolm addressed himself hopefully 
to his administrative duties in Central India. The hot 
weather found him again at Mhow, toiling on with assi- 
duous endeavour to settle not only the country which had 
passed under British rule, but the native principalities 
♦ by which he was surrounded. It was hard work ; but 
it pleased him well, for he felt that he was doing good. 
The nature of it cannot be described better than in his 
own words. Writing to one of his oldest friends, Mr. 
Haliburton, he said : 

I I wish I had you here for a week,* to show you my nabobs, 

I rajahs, Bheel chiefs, pattyls, and ryuts. My room is a thorough- 
j fare from morning till night. No nioonsliees, dewans, dubashes, 
; or even choubdars, but CMr Derwazah Kolali^ that the inha- 
■ bitants of these countries may learn what our principles are at the 
•fountain head. My success haS|been great, beyond even rgiy own 
expectations ; but the labor of public duty in the way I take it is 
more than any man can bear, and I believe I should be grateful 
to the Directors for relieving me from a life that no human liaSag 
that sees how it is passed can envy. 

Of the result of my efforts I will not speak. You will hear 
from others that have lately quitted this scene. Suffice it to say 
that from the highest ruler to the lowest robber, from the palace 
in the city to the shed in the deepest recess of the mountain 
forest, your friend Malcolm-SaWb is a welcome and a familiar 
guest, and is as much pleased, thank God, with firing arrows and 
eating nuts with* the latter as at the fine durbar and sumptuous 


Literally, Four doors open”— a phrase implying general accessibility. 

X 2 ■ 



308 CENTRAL INDIA. 


feast of the former. All is peace, and a great impulse has heeii 
given^to render India tranquil for a long period ; but it is as yet 
only an impulse. Habits are sturdy opponents to the best and 
boldest reformers, and it will require a care and a wisdom far 
beyond what the distant viewers of the scene and the readers of 
general reports can imagine to realise the bright prospect. I 
confess I tremble when I contemplate the eminence at which we 
are arrived, and consider the character of those materials of which 
the mighty fabric is built. We had, I must ever contend, no 
option. Indeed, if I was not convinced of this, I should hold 
myself guilty for every step in advance that I have ever recom- 
mended; for I have for many years been conscious that our 
progress to supreme power is a progress towards the dissolution of 
our authority in India. Very slow will be tliat dissoliiflon, I 
trust, but still it is certain. We are doomed, like all nations and ' 
all men *who rise to wonderful, but what may he termed unnatural 
greatness, to perish by our own hands. England may have the 
wisdom, but, from the canvassing principles of her constitution, 
she cannot have the virtue, to keep India long. But, after all, I 
prefer thejfc7c>-c?e-5e— the Roman death, with all its crime- — to that 
which must have earlier happened had we acted (as many wished) 
the literal version 6£ the Christian rule— ‘when one cheek 
was smitten to present the other.(’- 

To Mr. Butterworth. Bayley, then one of the secreta- 
ries to the Supreme Government, he wrote soon after- 
wards in the same strain : 

You tell me of your expectations of historical research, &c. 
Ydu shall have, I trust, a good and full report of this country and 
its past and present institutions ; but I can promise no more. I 
wish you and some other friends at Calcutta could take a view, for 
one week, of my occupations. They are at least cuiious. 
business, however urgent, and no meal, however hungry I am, is 
allowed to prevent the instant access of any human being, how- 
humble, that sings out Faryad. He is heard and answered, 
moment or at an hour appointed by myself. First 
such a country are of too great importance to be 
to the common routine of moon- 
choubdars, and burkarahs. I em- 
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ploy all those animals, hut they step aside when any one, from 
a rajah to a ryut, pronounces my name with the expression of a 
desire to see me, either from, a motive of respect, curiosity, or 
business. ' I am far from stating that such a proceeding is necessary 
in more settled countries, but here it was indispensable to produce 
the desjred effect at an early period. I declare to you that when 
I first took this country into my hands I had the feelings of 
Easselas with his elements. We are now calmer, and, from under- 
standing and being understood better than we were at first, go on 
smoothly; but still the work is delicate^ and will require some 
years of the same care and attention, or the completion of the 
great object we have in view will be, to say the very least, much 
protracted. 

I have endeavoured to impress these truths upon Adam and 
% Metcalfe, and can now do this more at liberty, as I am personally 
much out of the question. Juggled and ousted from the succes- 
sion to Bombay as I have been by intrigue and prejudice, I shall 
not stay in India, unless in such rank and station as has been pro- 
posed for me — as Lieutenant-Governor of the Conquered Countries. 
The time will come soon — I wish it was arrived — when there will 
be a Lieutenant-Governor for Central India ! and I should then 
prefer fixing my mountain throne amid tire ruins of Mandoo (from 
which I returned yesterday, gratified beyond description) even to 
Poonah. *1 have already brought the plundering Bheels of that 
once royal land to till ground that has been fallow for near a cen- 
tury. These are all dreams. I shall be satisfied with having given 
a good impulse, shall probably shake you by the hand ij;i No- 
vember, take your commands for England in December, and there 
take a farm.’’ 

And that Malcolm himself did not over-estimate either 
the extent of his labors or the excellence of their results, 
there is abundant cotemporary evidence to show. The 
rapid improvement of the country was patent to every 
one with eyes to see and faculties to comprehend. From 
a letter written in May, 1819, by an officer on Mal- 
colm’s staff, I* am tempted to extract the following 
passages. Beyond the testimony they contain to the 
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good results of Malcolm’s rule in India, tliey liaTe an 
additional interest, as describing Ms social and domestie 
life at tliis time : « 

^^ Here we are again, laid up, I hope, for the wet weather : ! 
that, however, with our illustrious commander, is by no means a i 
hope to be much indulged in, as there is in general something or | 
other going on in the country to afford an excuse for him march- 1 
ing, which he is extremely well inclined to take advantage of; and j 
in this he is certainly not very iar wrong, for nobody that I ever ! 
saw or heard of can get over the same quantity of business in the ; 
same quantity of time tliat he does, and his reputation stands so ; 
very high with the natives, that his being personally concerned in 
any arrangements goes further in satisfying them than, I believe, 
would the interference of any other man on earth. When f 
we crossed the Nerbudda in 1817, the state of Malwah was ^ 
scarcely to be described. It was a country without government, 1 
a state without revenue, an army without pay ; consequently, a t 
peasantry without protection from the villanies of the troops of 
their own sovereigns, or from any set of depredators who chose i 
to plunder them, and of these last the country was full We now . 
see around us the effects oT our late operations in dispersing the 
unruly and licentious troops belonging to the family of Holkar, 
and repressing and keeping under everything in the ^ shape of 
systematic plunder; a state, though at present reduced in respect . 
of revenue, yet respectable ; that revenue increasing, and perhaps 
the finest country in India again wearing the face of cheerful 
industry; the inhabitants, assured of protection, returning to their 
vpl^ges, and looking forward with confidence to better times. 
These times will most certainly come, provided the interference of 
the British influence with the native powers here is directed 
ultimately with the same wisdom and moderation which have 
marked its introduction into this, to us, new scene. This is Sir 
John’s work; and a most glorious work it has been. His is a 
noble character, and such as his are required to keep us now on 
the high ground on which, thank God ! we stand in Asia. His | 
politics are open and honest. Indeed, he says that he never in the ' 
course of his service had occasion to have recourse to deceit; but 
let the temptation be ever so great, that he never would use it — 
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f 1 that it is unbecoming the Government of a great nation, and that 
1 ill all instances more is to be lost than gained by it. There is 
another thing — the man does ^not exist who can accuse him of 
what is called a job. Nor among the many whom he has brought 
forward in the service of his country is there one who has not 
' done honor to the judgment which called forth their talents, which 
but for that judgment might have lain unproductive and un- 
known; in short, I believe, though it is possible he may be 
i equalled in some points, that in public virtue and useful talent he 
! cannot be excelled by any public servant of any Government at 
ithis time existing ; and that for whatever length of time his 
'fame may last in Europe, Malcolm-Sahib will be remembered in 
'Malwah as long as regular government exists, of which he has 
again laid the foimdations. ...... 

4 Our life here is a very quiet one. We eat our dinner between 
three and four, go out and take a ride, come home, and either 
• play a rubber at whist or at billiards, and go to bed about ten 
o’clock. When I joined Sir John first, he used to dine in the 
evening, and, considering that it was my duty to give up my own 
inclinations, where they were inclinations merely, to the wishes of 
a man who had laid me under obligations such as he had done, 
that also became my hour. We have, ^ however, changed these 
hours since we have got quieter. Sir John found that evening 
dinners did not so well agree with him, and I advised early ones. 
In the way I have mentioned we live when at home, hut that has 
been seldom the case with us, as, since October, 1817, when I 
joined the Third Division, to the present time, we have not halted 
altogether six months- — counting a month at one time and a 
fortnight at another to make up the time. Our marching, how- 
ever, agrees wondrously well with all. The climate is delightful, 
and Sir John, though occasionally not quite well, has enjoyed ex- 
cellent health.” 

And so Malcolm worked on bravely in Central India 
all through the year 1819, and all through that which 
followed it. He was not one, under any circumstances 
of a personal nature, to work otherwise than with 
unshrinking eifergy ; and although again and again 
disappointed, and eager to retire from the scene, he 
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would not quit his post so long as the Governor-General 
besought him to remain. Throughout a great part of 
1819 the question of the Poanab Government was un- 
settled. In May, Lord Hastings wrote to Malcolm that 
there was a strong likelihood of the Court of Directors 
consenting to the erection of the Conquered Countries 
into a Lieutenant-Governorship, and urging him not to be 
“in a hurry.” In June he wrote that nothing adverse 
to Sir John’s interests was “to be inferred from the 
silence of the Directors and he still urged Malcolm to 
remain m India, feeling assured that some office ade- 
quate to his merits would ere long be bestowed upon 
him. But Lord Hastings was overruled by his Council, ^ 
and the Poonah territories were attached to the Bombay 
Presidency on the succession of Mr. Elphinstone to the 
Government.* 

But another and greater disappointment was in store 
for Malcolm. Many of his friends in England had held 
out to him hopes of^ his appointment to the Madras 
Government on the retirement of Mr. Hugh Elliot; 
and some of the most influential of them had been exert- 
ing themselves to promote his interests in that direction. 
That he had strong claims to the appointment, and 
reasonable ground of belief that it would be conferred 
upon liim, need not be insisted upon here. Since the 
loss of the Bombay Government, the news of the sur- 

From a letter ’written by Lord found the Council so strenuous and 
Hastings to Malcolm in July, 1820, 1 unanimous for annexing the districts 
take the following explanatory pas- in question to that Presidency, as to 
sage : “ Mr. Canning, in a letter to make it impossible for me to pursue 
me,^ refers to the probabil% of my my own notion. I then thought that 
having made you Lieutenant-Goyernor the Court would probably nominate 
over the Concmered Territories. ^ That you to Prince of Wales Island, adding 
procedure had been decidedly in my to your government Bencoolin, Singa- 
contemplation, and even a sketch of pore, &c. In this I have niiscalou- 
tiie arrangement had been fashioned, lated. It only remains at present the 
But when Mr. Elphinstone was nomi- making your situation, where you arc, 
nated to the Government of Bombay, I more distinguished” 
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reader of Badjee Rao had reached England j the Goiirt 
of Directors had approved of Malcolm’s conduct j and 
he believed, therefore, that his title to favorable consi- 
deration, on the occurrence of a new vacancy, had been 
considerably strengthened by recent events. It was still 
possible, however, that English interests might prevail, 
and that some needy member of the aristocracy, or some 
personal friend of the President of the Board of Control, 
might be appointed to the office. But his surprise and 
mortification were equally great when, early in 1820, 
English letters reached him at Talyn, announcing that 
his old friend Tom Munro-Sahib” had been appointed 
Governor of Madras. Under the first fresh feelings of 
disappointment he wrote to Mountstuart Elphinstone, 
saying: 

“ I could not get Bombay because I was not a civil servant. 
The Duke of Wellington was told, when he asked for Madras, 
that I could not have that Presidency, because I was a Company’s 
servant. In my excellent friend Thomas Munro they have both 
a soldier and a merchant’s son (as we Eastern Knights of the Bath 
were called by the Morning Chronicle). Now, though I will no 
more quarrel with Munro’s nomination than I did with yours, 
though I congratulate India on such appointments, I am not, and 
never will be, reconciled to being thrown so completely out of the 
question as I have been, particularly on this last occasion.”*** 

The men who had superseded him — whose elevation 
had disappointed his honorable ambition — ^were two *of 

111 anotlier letter to Mr. ElpMn- wallis ia 1806 ; difference 'with Sir G. 
stone, Malcolm speaks of the influences Barlow ; evidence on oath before the 
which, be supposed, marred his chances House of Lords regarding the danger 
of success: Erom Charles Grant, an of over-zeal in propagating Chris- 
able leading Director, I could look for tianity in India; and lastly, my de- 
nothing but opposition. My sins are cided opinions on the actual necessity 
deep and manifold. My connexion of the late war, — these are all offences 
with Lord Wellesley; the Political never to be forgotten or forgiven by a 
History of India ; • the undervaluing mind like his, which, tlioiigh compre- 
Lord Teignmouth’s policy; the oppo- hensive, is prejudiced, bigoted, and 
sition to the measures ot Lord Corn- relentless.” 


314 CBNTEAL INDIA. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

his oldest and most esteemed friends, and two of the hest 
public servants whom England had ever lent to India. 
But Elphinstone was a much younger man ; he entered 
the diplomatic service after Malcolm had attained one of 
its highest posts ; and his career, however distinguished, 
was one far less arduous and less varied than Malcolm’s. 
Munro, on the other hand, was older than Malcolm. It 
is characteristic of the latter that, although a year or two 
before, when he had never thought of Tom Munro com- 
peting with him for a Government, he had frequently, in his 
private letters, bewailed his old friend’s decaying powers, 
he would not now utter a word in disparagement of the 
qualifications of his successful rival. Munro had been 
for some time extremely deaf, and his eyesight also was 
failing. Malcolm, indeed, had besought him to go to 
England for the restoration of his impaired powers of 
vision ; but I cannot find in a single letter written after 
Munro’s elevation an allusion to these infirmities. He 
had only the most generous praise, warm jfrom a heart 
whose affection no rivalry could dimmish or disappoint- 
ment taint, to bestow upon the men who had passed him 
in the race. But there were those against whom he 
believed that he did well to be angry. Eightly or 
wron^y I know not, but it was his rooted conviction 
that there were those in England who pretended to be 
his Mends, but who. were not unwiQing to sacrifice his 
interests. Against all such impostors Malcolm levelled 
his indignation in the following letter to his wife : 

“I have received your letters of the 15th of July, and with it 
the news of my friend Munio’s appointment. l am within a few 
days of completing the last tour I shall make in Malwah. A few 
months will enable me to wind up my labors, and I proceed to 
Calcutta to embark for England, where I shall arrive in a dispo- 
sition tihat will convince you that I am capable of taking my own 
part, of distinguisbing between the real and the lukewarm friend, 
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and of giving more value to the man who does not conceal his 
indisposition than to one who lulls me with unmeaning, if not 
false, professions of friendship^ You know my sentiments upon 
Mountstuart Elphinstone’s appointment. The interested activity 
of men whoj while they were bound to promote his viewSj should 
have belter recollected their obligations than to injure mine, has had 
its proper reward. They have failed in their object. They have in- 
jured, as far as his circumstances are concerned, the man they pro- 
moted at my expense ; and while he cannot hut be grateful for their 
efforts^ he regrets their success.* As to Munro’s appointment, 
though I can never repine at the elevation of so old a friend and 
so able a man, and though I deem his nomination a great public 
benefit to India, particularly as connected with the introduction of 
a new system of police and justice, I never can consent to the 
neglect with which I have been treated, and the preference that 
has been given to two successive competitors, whose claims were 
great, but not superior to mine, and above both of whom my 
name was put by the Indian Minister in a list, which he sent to 
the Directors, of men in the service of the Company who were 
deemed eligible for a Government. With the above feelings and 
impressions my future life shall be devoted to the object of 
showing that, though others may deserve advancement, I do not 
merit neglect. I mean to write no more letters. I want no more 
parade of exertion in my friends. I shall return to my own 
native country, either to enjoy private happiness (and of that 
which consists in the society of you, my children, and family, God 
in his goodness has given me an abundant store), or ta enter 
public life with a spirit that will make many regret that they 
have treated me with such slight and indifference. 

The above is the copy of a letter 1 wrote you some time agt>. 
I have since heard from Lord Hastings. He is anxious I should 
not go, but has agreed not to throw any obstacles in my way ; 
and, what is of more consequence, has dispensed with my going 
to Calcutta, which enables me to go by Bombay, and renders 
everything convenient. I shall, in all human probability, go by 

^ Malcolm means, by this, that if of the Cong^uered ProYinces— an ap- 
Mr. Elpbinstone bad not been ap- pointment wbicb both be and Malcolm 
pointed Governor of Bombay, be would considered far preferable of the two. 
have been made Lientenant-Governor 
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^ gyptj which is at once the quickest and pleasantest route. I am 
quite delighted at the idea of my departure being fixed. I hope 

in January, 1821 , to sail for the Red Sea, and to be with you in 
April.” 

Id another letter he dwelt upon one of the many al- 
leged causes of his supersession— that it was desirable 
to appoint to the Grovemment of Madras one who was 
sMlled and experienced ia revenue and judicial adminis- 
tration-asking whether his own experiences did not lie 
much in the same direction:* 

“ Has not my life— though I never acted as a j.udge or collector 
—been more given to civil than to military duties ? Has not the 
whole Government, in all its parts, been my constant study ? And 
what but the knowledge I have gained and put in practice could 
have brought the whole of this quarter to the state it is now in? 
Has not my life been given to all the details of revenue settle- 
ments and judicial proceedings. Native as well as European 
modes of administering justice, and the most minute investiga- 
tion of everything relating to the rules and institutions, great 
and small, of this and neighbouring countries? They shall ere 
long see all this in a Report, which will enable me to ask my 
friends whether I am, or I am not, fit for a civil Government. 
But let them in the mean while take as no slight evidence the con- 
dition of these countries, and then ask how much of this remark- 
able TP^ork has been effected by force.’’ 


^But there was too much 

* He acknowledged, however, that 
on this score Munro’s claims were of 
the highest order. The following pas- 
sage in another letter contains a sum- 
mary of the causes of his supersession: 
“ Mr. Elphinstone had engaged to 
support Munro’s pretensions to a Go- 
vernment before I went to England, in 
1812 ; so had Allan and A&. John 
ouluvan. I conclude these engage- 
ments were revived, and that Munro’s 
inoimed claims, his presence in Lea- 
Uenhall-street, a desire to avoid an in- 


good sense, and too mucli 

competent Ministerial governor, and 
above all, the efforts of the party 
(which is strong and respectable) that 
desires to give a full and fair experi- 
ment to Munro’s system of judiciai 
administration, which proposes great 
reforms and reductions in that branch 
of ^government, carried the day. Am- 
bitious as I am, and impatient as I 
have become of slight, I do not know 
that I should not nave had conscience 
enough to vote against myself.” 
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right feeling in Malcolm to be long disturbed by sucli a 
disappointment as this. He was of a cheerful spirit— 
habitually grateful to Promdence for all its good gifts — 
and it was only in accordance with such a nature that he 
should soon have changed his complaints into thanhs- 
givingS: 

Let us learn/’ he wrote to his wife, the first place, to he 
grateful for the extraordinary good fortune we enjoy. Let us 
habituate ourselves to look down as well as to look up ; and then 
we shall escape many a torturing reflection. When occurrences 
like these, which have recently happened, cross my path of ambi- 
tion, I pause for |l moment; but a recollection of their causes, of 
the rank I have attained, of the resources I possess to enable me to 
go higher should I still desire it, of ray admirable wife, my delight- 
ful children, my fair fortune, and what is more, my fair fame, 
comes upon my mind and tells me that with all these crosses and 
jostles lam still among the most fortunate of mankind, and that it 
is unreasonable, if not impious, to complain. All this I feel con- 
sistent with a steady view of my interests in life ; and though 
anger cannot blind my reason, I am not insensible to passing events, 
nor to the comparative claim upon my regard of real and pre- 
tended friends.” 

And after all tliere was another consideration, of a 
local and present character, to reconcile him to the loss 
of the Madras Government. He could hardly have done 
so much good, upon any new scene, as he was then 
doing in Central India. At the head of the Government 
of a Presidency, how much time must he have necessarily 
bestowed upon forms and ceremonies, and social ameni- 
ties, and matters of detail little affecting the happiness' of 
the people. But in Malwah he was as a patriarchal ruler 
among them — the father and the friend of rude but 
grateful communities, who blessed the name of Malcolm 
as that of a tutelar saint. There could be no higher 
object of ambition. “I am busy with my report,” he 


318 CENTRAL ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

wrote on the 3rd of April, horn Nalcha, thirty miles 
to the westward of Mhow, “and with all Mads of im- 
provements, I have fixed ray head-quarters in an old 
palace, from which I expelled (I speak a literal fact) 
tigers. The old ruins of this place, and the celebrated 
city of Mandoo, have for more than a century been 
shared by tigers, and Bheels more destructive than these 
animals in their ravages. The tigers I shoot ; the Bheels 
are my friends, and now serve in a corps I have raised, 
or cultivate lands. I have made, and am making 
roads in every direction. A great fair at a holy place, 
which has not been visited for seventy years, was a week 
ago crowded by at least 30,000 people. I gave guards 
at the place, and cleared the road; and I confess that I*" 
was a little sensible to the flattery of the poor creatures 
making the air ring with ‘ Jy Malcolm jy!’ (Success 
to Malcolm), &c., &c. This, and the discovery, a few 
days ago, that among the Bheel ladies, tying a string 
upon the right arm of their children, whilst the priest 
pronounced the xi&xa.Q oi 2£alcolm, three times, was a 
sovereign cure for a fever, are proofs at least of my 
having a good name among these wild mountaineers, 
which will do me as much, and more good than one in 
Leadenhall-sti’eet.” I am told that Bishop Heber used 
to relate how, when travelling in Central India, he in- 
(^uired what was written on an Amulet worn by a native 
child, and was told that it was nothing more than the 
word “ Malcolm,” which was considered, in that part of 
the country, the most efficacious of charms. 

On the 7th of April he wrote that he was “just 
mounting his horse to go from his ‘ old palace near Man- 
doo, to his cantonment at Mhow;” but ten days after- 
wards he wrote again from the old palace, in good 
health and in good spirits, his thoughl;s still turning 
fondly towards home, “ wild ” as he said, “ to see the 
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little animals.” A new object of ambition, however, 
had started up before him, and contended with home for 
the occupation of his heart. “ I shall either,” he wrote, 
“ be the first Soubah (Provincial Governor) of British 
India, or depart in December for England.” He was 
rooted in the conviction of the expediency of establish- 
ing a Lieutenant-Governorship in Central and Upper 
India. It appeared to him then, as it has since appeared 
to others, that the provinces of Northern India were too 
remote firom the seat of Government to secure due super- 
vision from the supreme authority, and that the division 
of delegated psower among the different agents and re- 
n presentatives of the Governor-General prevented any- 
thing like uniformity of system, or consistency of action. 
He clearly saw that want of unity was producing evil 
fruits; and he wrote many earnest letters to men in 
authority, both in India and in England, exhorting them 
to consider the expediency of adopting a system, which, 
by consolidating all these scattered particles of govern- 
ment into one great whole, would at the same time re- 
lieve th® Supreme Government from harassing details of 
local administration, and secure the supervision of these 
remote provinces by an experienced functionary on the 
spot, with sufficiently large powers to control aH. the 
minor political agencies, and to give consistency to their 
operations. He was, at this time, much occupied in the 
preparation of a Eeport on the history, the institutions, 
and the resources of Central India, and the more he pro- 
secuted the inquiries necessary to the completion of such 
a task, the more apparent it became to him that this cen- 
tralisation of authority was necessary, not only to the 
prosperity, but to the peace of that part of the country. 
At one time, h§ seems to have thought it not improbable 
that such a Lieutenant-Governorship would be erected, 
and that he would be invited to remain in Central India 
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witli this augmented authority. He believed it to be 
essential to -the tranquillity of the country, and he wrote 
to Mr. Adam, saying that in no other situation he could 
be content to remain beyond the close of the year: 

As to myself, I have no desire to remain in Malwali,*even if 
my power were enlarged ; but I must say further to you, lest any 
expression from England of a wish for my stay should lead to the 
subject, that I am not content to remain (and I take a view of the 
subject more as it relates to the good of the public than my own 
ambition) unless made Lieutenant-Governor of Central India, and 
Military Commander, with controlling power over all the political 
agencies in these parts, and also a power of direction in the affairs 
of Scindiali ; and of requisition of troops without being liable to 
be superseded by any senior officer advancing into Malwah, unless^ 
a war beyond my local means and sphere rendered it necessary.” 

To the Governor- General he also wrote, at the end of 
May, upon the same subject. Sir Thomas Munro had 
arrived at Madras, bringing the insignia of the Grand 
Cross for Malcolm;^ gyid it was supposed that Lord Has- 
tings had been entrusted with the duty of performing 
the ceremony of investiture. This threatened to call 
Malcolm to Calcutta — a disturbance of his plans which 
somewhat alarmed him ; so he wrote the following letter 
to Lord Hastings, which enters so fully into his views 
and aspirations at this period, that I am induced to insert 
it entire; 

SIE JOHN MALCOLM TO LOED HASTINGS. 

Nalclia, May 31, 1890. 

My Lord, — A short letter from my friend Sir Thomas Munro, 
written tbe day he landed, tells me he has charge of my insignia 
of the Grand Cross, but he forgets to add what instructions he has 
received for its disposal. Upon that I have no information, but 
a paragraph of an English paper, which states that it is to be (with 

bad by tkis time been promoted to tbe rank of Major-General. 
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some otliers) transmitted to your Lordship^ to whom the ceremony 
of investiture has been delegated. 

This information has caused ine some embarrassment, from which 
I can only escape by a full explanation of the circumstances in 
which I am placed to your Lordship, with an expressed resolution 
to do exactly what you deem proper and right. 

Your Lordship is acquainted with the circumstances which 
make me desire to remain here till December, when I meant to 
proceed overland to England. There are none of those so strong 
as a wish to finish my Eeport upon Malwah. 

With every effort, I cannot expect that to be completed much 
before the period when I intended to go to Bombay, and when to 
go by Calcutta would (as I must carry my books, papers, and 
baggage) cause bc?th increased delay and expense. 

I should, if I went dawk to Calcutta and back again, be away 
at least three months, and that interruption would prevent my 
completion of my task by the time proposed. I may in my cal« 
dilations over-estimate the consequence of my present labors ; but 
taking, as a standard to judge by, my comparative Ignorance of this 
country when I commenced it (and when I was deemed the best- 
informed actor in the scene), and my present knowledge, I must 
think that it will bring a mass of mattertbefore Government that 
will enable it, beyond any documents yet possessed, to judge the 
mode in which that great proportion of India, which, though not 
under our direct rule, owns our superiority, is to be managed and 
controlled. I may (it is likely I do) overrate the importance of our 
first measures in this arduous and untried system of new govern- 
ment ; but it is my decided opinion that exemption from trouble, 
from great expenditure, and from war, depends chiefly upon your 
Lordship being early enabled to give this extended subject (it 
not limited to Malwah) your fullest consideration, and to lay down 
upon principles suited to the great changes that have occurred a 
general system for the whole. I do not say that even this, let the 
wisdom upon which the plan is grounded be ever so great, will 
save us altogether from troubles, or even occasional hostilities. It 
would be folly to expect it ; the hour of reaction must come, and 
the discontent, the turbulence, or the despair of individuals or 
bodies of men, will accelerate it. But there will, if we are pre- 
pared by a well-digested organisation of our civil, political, and 
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lailitaty means, and by the concentration of anthority at remote 
points, be comparatively no danger, and peace and prosperity 
(after a few years of agitation, if i^ot trouble) will be permanently 
established* 

The very reverse of all this will, I am convinced, take place, if 
some considerable alterations, both in the shape and substance of 
our administration over many parts of this empire, do not very 
soon take place* It is these impressions (whether they be just or 
erroneous) that give importance in my mind to the information I 
am now busied in preparing for your Lordship, and which, I con- 
fess, I sliould be equally sorry to leave unfinished, or to present in 
an imperfect state. 

My facts and speculations, though they may apply generally 
to other countries in a nearly similar state, bear chiefly upon the 
scene in which I am engaged. The outline of the plan I thought, 
indispensable for this quarter was, more than a twelvemonth ago, 
sent to Mr. Adam. Events, and the kind confidence which your 
Lordship placed in me, have since led to the partial adoption of 
some parts of it. The agents for Bhopal, and for Kotah and 
Mewar, have been placed generally under my authority; hut 
much more remains to be done to give to this situation (if it is 
intended to be more thai>one for temporary settlement) that shape 
and strength which it requires to enable the person holding it to 
fulfil his political, military, and civil functions. I add civil, for 
he has already the management of districts, and the collection of 
tributes ; and from the state of our connexion with Scindiah, and 
other:, causes, we must calculate upon these duties increasing, and 
the authority should be of a shape to receive them without change 
or embarrassment in its administration. With these sentiments 
your Lordship will judge my solicitude to present you with the 
fullest means of deciding this large question; to furnish, in a 
minute history of the people, their governments, institutions, 
character, prejudices, and actual condition, the materials for that 
edifice which is to give them happiness, you fame, and this part 
of India peace. These ideas may be exaggerated, but they dwell 
in my mind, and are motives of action. With all this, if your 
Lordship conceives that I should proceed immediately to Calcutta 
to receive my investiture — ^if it is a point that involves (and of that 
jmx Lord^p is the only judge) any question of gratitude and 
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respect for the royal donor, the omission of which might he no- 
ticed, I would not for a million of Reports prove a recreant knight 
in my acknowledgments for ao proud a distinction. To your 
Lordship it is necessary to say no more upon this subject, hut 
that nothing can reconcile me to the sacrifice of not having the 
warmest wish of my heart gratified, hy receiving my new honors 
from the hands of him to whose favor and partiality I owe their 
attainment, hut a full expression of your opinion that my public 
duties axe of a nature not to permit my absence from my station; 
and unless some troubled waters become smooth very soon, this 
will apply to more than my completion of the Report. 

My excellent friend Sir Thomas Munro writes me that it is 
his hope, and that of those he communicated with in England, 
that circumstance may occur to induce me to remain. I appre- 
hend, from what is stated in letters I have received, that your 
Lordship will he written to upon this subject. In anticipation of 
such an occurrence, I wrote Mr. Adam on the 8th of April, re- 
questing he would show my letter to your Lordship in the event 
of any such communication as was expected being made, either 
by Mr. Canning or the Directors. I shall write him to give you 
that letter, at all events, as I feel^ whether such application be 
made or not, I can have no reserve with your Lordship, whom I 
only entreat to believe three facts connected with this subject ; 

Firstly^* That I have no wish to remain in India, and that this 
feeling is grounded upon a conviction that it will be better for my 
health and future advancement (if I pursue puhlic life) to go to 
England; 

Secondly, That I am not so foolish or unreasonable as to de- 
sire or expect that your Lordship should make, or recommend to 
be made, any appointment for me that is not in your opinioh 
necessary as a part of the administration of the empire under your 
charge; and, 

Lastly, That though I might feel it was not an object for me 
to remain in India unless I filled a permanent situation of high 
rank, I never could have proposed one that I was not conscien^ 
tiously convinced it was for the good of the pubKo interests 
should be made. 

• I am, with much respect, &c., &c., 

John Malcolm. 
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To tMs Lord Hastings, in a good-humored letter, re- 
plied that he would dissipate Malcolm’s anxieties at 
once by sending the insignia' to Sir Charles Colville,* 
who was a Grand Cross of the Bath, with a warrant 
authorising him to invest Malcohn ; and so, added his 
Lordship, “ You will not be either a recreant knight, or 
have to make a very troublesome journey.” 

Nothing was said at this time by Lord Hastings about 
the Lieutenant-Governorship of Central India, but the 
thought of it still held possession of Malcolm’s mind. In 
a long and very able letter which he addressed to the 
Governor-General in August, he sketched- out all the de- 
tails of the system of administration which he conceived , 
would be best calculated to advance the pubhc interests, 
introduced by some more general observations, which 
contain so good an abstract of Malcolm’s political creed, 
that it would be an injustice to him to withhold them : 

“ My general opinions regarding the principles on which the 
administration of this quarter should be grounded have been 
repeatedly stated. Events (far beyond our control) have forced 
great and awful duties upon us. There is, among dther evils 
concomitant with our present state, a tendency to direct rule, 
alike arising out of the character and condition of the remaining 
Native Governments and our success and established supremacy, 
which it will be difficult, if not impossible, to counteract. But 
we must try to march slow time if we cannot halt, and to support, 
at least for a period, what is still left of native rank and power. 
Its dissolution, to be safe, must be gradual, and we must make, 
before that crisis comes, a change in some of our principles of 
administration, and try to render those less depressing to our 
native subjects, and to obtain to our aid the efforts of their better 
feelings, by associating them more than they now are with our 
system of rule. 

“ We are fast losing what has long been our chief strength — 
a comparison of our Government with rude, ’unprincipled, and 

. * Then Commander-in-CMef at Bombay. 
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unsettled States. And it is this consideration, beyond all others, 
which calls for such changes as will render our sway over this 
I vast empire more popular, particularly with the higher classes of 

the natives of India. Every observation I have made since I 
held my present station has sunk deeper the conviction of these 
^ facts upon my mind, and satisfied me of the necessity of giving as 

f early as possible a more consistent shape, both in form and sub- 

stance, to our administration at remote points, and of concentrating 
authority in one person, whose local knowledge and efficient 
powers will enable him to control and direct all those that are 
within his circle in a manner that will give conformity of prin- 
ciple and of action to the whole, and who, while he becomes the 
shield to the natives of the countries over which he is placed 
‘ against innovations or unnecessary encroachments on their rights 

or habits, and prevents all collision or difference in lesser authori- 
ties, may be expected, from his acq^uaintance with the principles 
of the general administration of the empire, to suit and temper 
their application to the actual condition of the countries under 
him, and to save a distant Government (which cannot have 
• minute local knowledge) from much of that embarrassment, if 

not hazard, that there is in deciding on the numerous cases and. 
plans referred to it by a multiplicity of agents, whose views must, 
from the limited scene on which they act, be more contracted, 
but who, impelled by the ardor of public zeal and a laudable 
desire to bring themselves forward, will continue with unre- 
mitting activity to press upon the attention of their superiors 
every arrangement which promises local benefit, though th|<t can 
often be only obtained at the expense of feelings and principles 
essential to keep the whole machine in order. The evils of such 
unconnected rule need not be enlarged upon, but it is important 
to remark (and I do it from the conviction of experience) that it 
is when the minds of men have been heated by such great 
changes and revolutions as have lately occurred in the central 
parts of India, that they are most malleable, and consequently 
most susceptible of those impressions it is desired to give. Errors 
j now are therefore much more important than they would be when 

; they were viewed with more coolness, or when we were better 

I understood. Thk latter is, indeed, the most essential point; but 

I it is one which cannot be effected till we speak by our actions the 

'• same language to all in a similar condition — till princes trembling 
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for tlieir power, cHefs doubtful of continued independenoe, and 
all who dread further encroachment have their minds tranquillised 
by the constant contemplation of ^n uniform and consistent rule, 
instead of being disturbed and distracted as they must be by 
systems differing in form, if not in substance, in almost every 
province, 

“ Fat from me be it to say that any of the measures adopted or 
recommended by the numerous select and able officers now em- 
ployed in this quarter are, as applied to their local charge, un- 
appropriate and unwise; but they vary. This is the evil— for 
that which may inspire confidence in one part sbqlrP ja it m 
another. Men in the condition of the inhabitants of these half- 
conquered countries listen to every tale and exaggerate every 
rumor that excites their fears or their hopes. This makes them, 
unless great care is taken, prone to become the dupes of the »■ 
designing and turbulent, and nothing, in my opinion, but an alte- 
ration in the shape as well as the substance of our affininistration 
can prevent that confusion and distraction which will compel us 
to further interference, and hasten the destruction of all that yet 
remains of native power and rank in the continent of India. 
There are, I believe, many who seek to arrive at this goal : l am 
not one of them. When ^we reach it, we have, in my opinion, 
touched the pinnacle, and must ffom that hour descend. This 
speouklion, however, has no further importance than" as it ac- 
counts for my strong sense of the necessity of there being one 
I head to the whole of Central India, who has sufficient of general 
\ views, and of local power to keep (under the direction of the 
1 Supreme Government) the whole machine right. 

“ To allow changes to work themselves (which is ever the 
safest oourae), to be content, which such a man, from his pre- 
sumed experience and established character, may be supposed to 
be, with that forbearance which views abuses even, when there is 
a tendency to reform, with indulgence, and which exercises a 
control that is most efficient when least in view, and which in its 
operation makes princes and chiefs regard with reverence and 
attachment a power which elevates when it has ample means of 
sing, and which is so constituted that it can only be conci- 
by their good or offended by their bad actions,— these 
^ thror^ the action of one authority, they 

*^**^-^ a aroMpHcity of agents.” 
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But strong as were the arguments adduced by Malcolm 
in favor of tbe establishment of a separate Government 
in Central India, the scheme wMch many years after- 
wards developed itself into what is now the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of the ISTorth-Western Provinces did not 
then* meet with the encouragement it unquestionably 
deserved. There seems to have been, on the part of the 
Court of Directors and the Governor-General, a dispo- 
sition to acknowledge the soundness of the principles 
enunciated by Malcolm, but both authorities shrank from 
being the first to recommend the adoption of the plan. 
At all events,. Lord Hastings wrote to Malcolm that the 
Court was not inclined to initiate the measure them- 
selves, and that there was little chance of their giving 
effect to any reforms suggested by a Governor-General 
whom they had become anxious to remove : ^ 

I do not see any chance/’ he wrote in November, 1820, of 
the Court directing a territory to be formed in Central India for a 
Lieutenant-Governor. Howsoever it may have been thrown out 
to you that my recommendation of such a step would he adopted, 
be assured that it was only said to get rid of the application on 
the spot by an apparent reference to me ; for the Court is by no 
means in a disposition to adopt any suggestion of mine. I firmly, 
and on good grounds, believe that the Court is laboring to work 

l-Ir. Canning, who was then at to from yDn) the more substantial means 
Board of Control, declared that Lord of a suitable termination to a career so 
Hastings had never, in his public or fall of brilliant achievements and solid 
private letters to Mm, ever suggested merit. But it never did occur to me 
such an arrangement as that which tliat the finding of these meps would 
Malcolm had sketched 5 and added, be thrown upon us on this side of the 
Lord Hastings cannot doubt of to water. I am sure it is not in the 
pleasure which I should derive from wholesome, any more than it is in the 
any arrangement conducive to to ordinaryand legal course of things, that 
public service, and consistent with not the suggestion of appointments, espe- 
a niggardly but a just and rational eially of such as are to grow out of 
economy, which should at to same special circumstances which can be 
time furnish an opportunity of enabling f ally known only in India, should be 
you to add to the'* honors which you sent out from England.” So it was 
have won, and (which there has cer- clearly shown to be nobody^s business 
tainly been no disposition to withhold to initiate to desired reform. 



328 CENTEAL INDIA. 

me out, in wHch oTaject they have the full concurrence of Mr. 
Oanning. I am perfectly ready to go, if I can answer to the King 
and to myself that I do not frowardly seek it. If, therefore, the 
chance of a separate district being formed in Central India is what 
is to determine your plans, I would decidedly say to you that I do 
not think the prospect exists.” 

The time which Malcolm had fixed for his departure 
from India— the cold season of 1 820-21 — was now drawing 
near ; hut the great Malwah Eeport was unfinished. He 
had foreseen the impossibility of bringing his labors to a 
close at a sufficiently early period to enable him to em- 
bark at the desired time, and he had, thereffire, written to 
Lord Hastings to intimate his intention to continue at 
his post until the following June.* Malcolm judged 
rightly that the Eeport would not only add greatly to his 
reputation, but confer also much benefit on the public; 
and he labored at it in his old unstinting way, ever reso- 
lute to do the best he could. It may be doubted whe- 
ther he ever took so much interest in any other of his 
literary works. The first pages were written on the 
14th of June, 1819, and feom that time, except when 
interrupted by illness, he never ceased fi:om his work. 
He had designed at first little more than an official 
Eeport ; but as he proceeded with his inquiries into the 
history of the country — as he listened to the oral tradi- 
tions which were current among the people, and con- 
sulted such scanty scriptural records as existed among 
these rude people — so much of universal human interest 
was developed, so many romantic episodes sparkled up 
to give life and light to the story, that what was at first a 

f “ I wrote your LordsMp,” Le That is now impossible^ and I have, 
said on the 4ith of August, “ under therefore, made up my mind to stay 
date the 18th of July, regardii^ my till next June, when I shall request a 
intended xetum to England. I find few months^ leave to go to the coast, 
that 1 ought, to save the season, to and sail the first opportunity.” 
reach , Bombay early in Hovember. 


THE MALWAH EEPOET. 


329 


mere oflBcial duty became, in time, one of tbe few luxu- 
ries of bis life ; and, as tbe work expanded into goodly 
proportions, be began to* discover that be bad written a 
bistory, not a report, and that wbat bad pleased tbe 
numerous friends of all kinds to whom be submitted the 
different chapters, might be pleasing also to tbe general 
public. He was immersed in this work, busy with the 
concluding chapters, when a copy of Mr. Prinsep’s 
“ Narrative of the Political and Mibtary Transactions 
in India during the Administration of the Marquis of 
Hastiags,”* reached him. He said that be thought the 
book was “a clear, calmly-written, authentic narrative,” 
and that be had no reason to complain of the manner in 
which his own part in tbe transactions had been handled : 
“I shall never write a line,” he added, “in answer to 
this book, nor can I now think of a second volume of 
the ‘ Political History.’ My Report of Malwah will be 
done in two months, and it shall sooner or later be pub- 
lished, and as far as name goes (it is no season book to 
bring money) it will be to me worth ten Political 
Plistorjes. I trust it will contain the anatomy of Central 
India in a way that will be appreciated ; and there are 
some parts of it which are not mere dry matter. Fanny 
Stewart, who has read them, says they are like the 
‘ Tales of my Landlord.”’ 

He spoke here of the stories of Alaee Bhaee and Kishen 
Komur, now well known to readers of Indian history — 
stories upon which Malcolm, who was never slow to illus- 
trate what was really good and beautiful in the native 
character, and wise and beneficent in native rule, dwelt 
with genuine ardor and enthusiasm. No man had a 
kindlier feeling towards the people of India, or was less 

Tlie original •edition of tliis va- enlarged and published in 1826 in two 
luable work was published in 1820, in folumes octavo, 
one volume quarto. It was afterwards ^ ^ ^ 
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prejudiced and one-sided in his estimate of their cha- 
racter and conduct. He resented the flippant imperti- 
nence or the arrogant presumption of those to whom 
every black fellow was an object of contempt or a theme 
of vituperative declamation. And it pleased him to have 
an opportunity of conciliating the good feelings of thou- 
sands of readers towards the people of the country in 
• which his lot had been cast, by adducing eminent ex- 
^amples of virtue and self-devotion from the annals of 
’those very people whom it had long been the fashion to 
■revile as men destitute of lofty thought and generous 
impulse, and as a nation incapable of se!y-government 
land unworthy of independence. 

And so Malcolm worked onwards to finish his Eeport, 
not relaxing from his other labors all the while. The 
cold weather of 1820-21 found him in good health and 
good spirits. He was not Ifieutenant-Governor of Central 
India, but he had almost all that he desired but the name. 
Lord Hastings had extended his authority by placing 
some of the minor agencies more immediately under 
his control, and had given him, in addition to his poli- 
tical salary, the military pay of a brigadier. His allow- 
ances were equal to those of the Grovernor of Bombay, 
and he-wrote home with much satisfaction that he was 
enabled to save 500?. a month out of his income.* He 
had every reason, as he repeated again and again in his 
letters to his wife, to be thankful for the good gifts 
which had been showered upon him ; and he began to 
laugh at past disappointments. Lord Hastings’ idea of 
shelving Malcolm in the Government of the Straits Settle- 
ments had at first, as he admitted, excited his fre ; but 

* Aa umeflficting reader mil some- entire salary. It is forgotten that the 
state- interest of previoiisf savings may^ per- 
to this, how anlndktt officer haps, yield a large income by its^ 
<m8aTeasmncha3,ormorethaii,hi3 , 
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ie now saw only tlie ludicrous side of the proposal, and 
he could joke freely at the notion of being converted, 
after such a career, into a''“ Pepper-cloves-and-cinnamon 
(xovemor,” But he was still of opinion that to remain 
in India after the specific work upon which he Was then 
engaged had been completed, would be little less than to 
administer to his own degradation. So he remained 
fixed in the resolve to go home in the following year. 

He was still, however, eager for active life, and the 
distant sound of a trumpet roused all his martial enthu- 
siasm. In the autumn of 1820 there had been a possi- 
bility at least ©f a campaign upon the Indus. A party 
, of our troops in Cutch had fallen upon a body of soldiers 
in the pay of the Sindh princes, mistaking them for a pre- 
datory gang by whom the border had been much infested ; 
and in retaliation the Sindhians had crossed the frontier, 
and had committed depredations in our territory. The 
offenders had been chastised by the British troops on the 
spot, and it was debated whether operations on a large 
scale should not be undertaken against the Ameers. For 
this sesvice Malcolm promptly volunteered, and his 
offer, had war been declared, would have been gladly 
accepted.* But the Ameers repudiated the acts of their 
soldiery, and Lord Hastings was wisely averse to -a war, 
success in which would have been more injurious than 

* At another time there were re- service ia that quarter, bring forward 
ports of the probability of a war with my name as volunteer for the Indus, 
the Sikhs, and Malcolm again volun- 1 quite court a campaign in that 
teered for service, writiag to Mr. Met- quarter, and will give my whole sord 
oalfe, who was then. Pmitical Seore- to the oEieot. Say nothing about thm 
tary, in the following straiii : “There unless you see a feasibility; but if 
is a report that Knnjeet Singh is run you do, I depute you to throw down 
mad. If so, he maygo to war with the gauntlet of a newly-made Grand 
Company Bahadur. I hate to he Cross against all the infidels of the 
plaguing the lord with speculations on Punjab and of Sindh and Caiibul, in- 
contingenoies that -may never ocom-. eluding the twelve lost tribes of 
But should any circumstances occur Israel!” 
to make it possible for me to render 
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failure. So he wrote to Malcolm, with an exposition of 
Ms views, characterised by an amount- of candor, justice, 
and liberality such as these unfortunate princes were 
never destined to see reflected in our subsequent dealings 
with them : 

glad acceptance,” wrote the Governor-General, would 
have been immediately signified had there appeared to me a proba- 
bility that a war would take place; but the strong inculcations from 
the Government, that a contest so unprofitable, and originating in 
a circumstance of such a questionable nature for us, should, if 
possible, be avoided, made me trust that the differences would be 
surely accommodated. It seemed oddly assumed^ that while the 
outrage committed by the Sindhians required to be expiated, no 
satisfaction was to be necessary for the outrage on our part, which 
had provoked the other. It is true our fault was ascribable to 
error, though an error not very venial, and the attack of the 
Sindhians was deliberate. The mistake, however, on our part 
was so slightingly acknowledged, that the Ameers regarded 
themselves as treated with superciliousness as well as injury, and 
they committed an act of retaliation. Certainly this was a ground 
for war, had war been desirable. It was so much the contrary, 
that no conceivable benefit would have attended the entire 
success of military operations, while heavy expense and many 
other disadvantageous circumstances must have been entailed 
upon us.” 

Tills, however, was but a temporary disturbance of 
the even current of Malcolm’s life. The new year found 
him still with his pen in his hand, putting the finishing 
stroke to his Report, and preparing for a tour, partly of 
military inspection, partly of administrative duty, and 
altogether of pleasure; for he delighted to be again on 
the march. On the 24th of February he was at Mehid- 
poor. Encamping on the old battle-field, he wrote 
thence in a strain of mingled regret, gratitude, and pride 
to, Ms wife: 
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“ I cannot pass this spot 'without writing to you. When Ilooh 
from my tent upon the field where we conquered, and think of 
the many gallant fellows whoge bones are scattered over it, what 
gratitude have I to God for having preserved me for the great joy 
. of once again meeting you and the dear children. Of all the 
feelings connected with Mehidpoor none is so cherished by me as 
the knowledge of that happiness and pride with which you heard 
that your husband had done his duty on that day. What a contrast 
has this country known between the three years that preceded, 
and the three that have followed that action. Its inhabitants had 
Inst all — even hope; its fields were desolate, and houses roofless. 
Now we might challenge India — I might almost say the world — 
to produce a country where there are fewer crimes, or more 
general happiness and comfort — exemption from domestic and 
■» foreign foes.” 

This tour ■ffi'as long remembered by Malcolm as one 
which was in. many ways conducive to his improvement ; 
for he had been toiling to finish his Eeport, his health 
had not recently been very vigorous, and he wanted 
change and recreation. They had at once a restorative 
effect. “ My health is improving so much by idleness 
and air^usement,” he wrote to Mr. Elphinstone on the 
13th of March, “and I feel so little inclined to business, 
playing myself as I am with a party of fourteen sports- 
men amid the jungles of Mewar, that it is really no 
small compliment to sit down to write you a letter.” 

A few days later in the month, Malcolm reached the 
famous Eajpoot city of Oudipore, where he was received 
by Major Tod,* with whom he had long corresponded, 
but whom he had never met before. Of the impression 
made upon his mind by this visit he gave a lively ac- 
count in a letter to Mr. Adam, in which he says : 

“ You will be happy to hear that Tod and myself went on 

Afterwards known as the antlior standard authority on all that relates 
of the Annak of Bajastlian — still the to the Hajpoot States, 
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famously. I came ratlier in the shape of too large a fish int6 
sea of his glory, and that was my fear of offence ; but though 
throughout our intercourse he had some evident restraint and un- 
easiness caused by the bulk of his new friend, it was in a great 
way removed by the various applications of telling stories, laugh- 
ing, speaking plain, being pleased with his researches (which I 
really was), and showing that with all my careless and Rangree 
inodes, I knew what was what, both as it related to myself and 
station; and we got on excellently well. All proper interchanges 
took place in Durbar between me and Old Fortes, as this lineal 
descendant of the sun styles himself. He is a weak, good-natured 
prince, and affords a more pleasing picture of Hindoo dignity 
than I have yet seen. For romantic beauty, his palace, standing 
upon a hill in the centre of the town, the fine lake to the west of 
it, and its numerous islands covered with enchanting buildings 
and gardens, exceeds everything I Lave ever beheld. I am now 
on the road to the Deybar Lake. We are alrc^ady, though not 
twenty-five miles from Oudipore, deep in a rugged and wild 
country, formed to give shelter to the disturbers of the public 
peace. 

This journey to Rajpootana, and the full communications I 
have had with Tod and others, joined to my better knowledge of 
the country and people, has changed from conjecture Into convic- 
tion all my former ideas regarding this quarter. It ia the one 
from which a reaction is most to be dreaded, and one in which 
we can afford the fewest errors in its rule. I regret from my soul 
that you ever changed your first plan of rule; that which you now 
have cannot long prosper. Sir David (Ochterlony), if he had con- 
tinued Lord of Rajpootana, might with benefit have had Ms power 
extended over W estern and Southern Malwah. But I forget that, 
unless you enter upon it, this is to me a forbidden subject.” 

Oudipore was the extreme point of his journey, for 
the hot weather was now approaching, and it was neces- 
sary that he should make all haste back to his summer- 
palace ” at Nalcha. From Eutlam, he wrote on the 8th 
of April to his wife : 

This is a spot from which I wrote you on the Christmas 
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of 1818, when I had finished the expulsion of 6000 rogues from 
this part of Malwah. I am now so far on my way to my summer- 
palace at Nalcha (formerly the^ahode, as I wrote you, of a tigress 
and her cubs), after having completed a delightful tour, which 
took me as far west as Oudipore. I have collected a great deal 
of information for Government, some curiosities for you, and 


some fine stories for the children. . . . . . . As the time of my 
departure approaches I am wild with joy. ...... I may add 


for your satisfaction my confidence that I shall leave this country 
and return to you at the very best moment for my reputation. 
Everything I foretold has happened; and everything I have 
undertaken has succeeded. There has not been one check. More 
than justice has been done in appreciating my efforts; but the 
tide of fortune was with me, and I have taken advantage of it. 
^ It is a sweet reflection to me, that long after I am gone our 
children’s bosoms may glow at hearing blessings implored on their 
father’s name. But this, too, is greatly accidental. It chiefly 
arises from the natives of India being yet accustomed to refer 
everything to persons, and giving the merit of a system to an in- 
dividual by whom it is carried into execution.” 

But although Malcolm wrote thus modestly, disclaim- 
ing the personal merit imputed to him, no man knew 
better how little mere system will effect. Rightly con- 
sidered, in such cases the man is the system. On this 
very same 8th of April, indeed, Malcolm wrote to Mr. 
Maloney, who had the political charge of the districts on 
the Nerbudda : 

To be able to understand this great theatre of action, men 
must traverse it, and learn from personal observation how to 
understand written accounts. It is like a good knowledge of the 
topography of a country which no maps can give until you have 
travelled over it and made yourself master of its principal features. 

^ W I to remain in India, I do not think that there is a human 
being (certainly no Kabob or Maharajah) whom I should dread half 
so much as an able Calcutta civilian, whose travels are limited to 
two or three hundred miles, with a hookah in his mouth, some 
. good but abstract maxims in Ms head, the Eegulations in his 
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right hand, the Company’s Charter in his left, and a qnire of 
■wire-woYO foolscap before bim. 

• 

The great secret of Malcolm’s success was, that he was 
neither too Native uor too European. He _ understood 
; the native character, and he could sympathise with the 
I feelings of the natives; but he never fell into native 
habits. There were political of0.cers at this tune^ who, 
i under the deteriorating influences of isolation, sank into 
i the very opposite extreme, of the Calcutta civilian schoo 
■ here glanced at ; and Malcolm commented upon this 
‘ evH as one to be as much deplored as the^other. It was 
‘ bv preserving the high tone and the pure life of the _ 
English gentleman, and yet carrymg to his work no 
European prejudices, no cut-and-dried maxims of uro- 
pean policy, to be applied, however inapplicable, to aU 
cases of native government, that Malcolm achieved an 
amount of success, and acquired a reputation among the 
people of Central India, such as no man before or since 
ever earned for himseK in that part of theworld. When 
Bishop Heber, a few’years afterwards, visited this tract 
of country, he wrote in his journal; » How great must 
be the difflculties attendant on power in these pro- 
vince^, when, except Sir John Malcolm, I have heard of 
no one whom all parties agree in commending ! His 
talents, his accessibility, his firmness, his conciliating 
rnanners and admirable knowledge of the native lan- 
guage and character, are spoken of in the same terms 

by all.” . ^ . 

On the morning of the 16th of April, Malcolm reached 

his ancient palace at Nalcha. “And from this place,” 
he wrote to Mr. Adam, “all the arrangements I have to 
make in Malwah shaU be made.” His work was now 
nearly done. He was already preparing for his journey 
to Bombay, whence he had determined to embark for 
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Suez, and to proceed by way of Egypt and tbe European 
continent to England. “ My first detachment for Bom- 
bay,” he wrote to Sir Thomas Munro, “ goes off in fifteen 
days, and I trust to follow towards the end of June.” 
It was part of his plan to visit, on his way to the Western 
* Presidency, his “ manly friend,” Charles Metcalfe, in the 
Deccan.* 

The Hyderabad Eesident was then on a tour in the 
outl}dng districts, and Malcolm wrote to him, saying, 
“ Do not go back to Hyderabad without a meeting with 
me. I go more than one hundred miles out of niy road, 
and would go .three, for three hours’ conversation with 
,you. ... . I will, rather than miss you, go dawk; but 
if you are not in a furious hurry, I will proceed, vid 
Sindwa and Dhoolia, by stages. The rain is, like every- 
thing else, no bugbear to a man well prepared. Besides, 
neither you nor I are exactly at the disposal of what 
Captain Clutterbuck calls a clattering piece of parch- 
ment, and can halt or move as the^ clouds indicate.” 

It was arranged that they should meet at Aurungabad 
in the second week of July, and that Eichard Jenkins, 
the Nagpoor Eesident, should join their party. The 
meeting was one to which Malcolm, on many accounts, 
looked forward with much satisfaction. Mean^thile, 
having finished his report, he devoted himself to the 
completion of another work, which, though of modest 
dimenrions, has perhaps contributed more to his reputa- 
tion than anything that he ever wrote. He drew up a 
paper of “ Notes of Instructions to Assistants and Officers 
acting under the orders of Major-General Sir John Mal- 
colm, G.C.B.,” to be left behind him as a legacy — and it 
was a rich one — to his official friends. The Listructions 

* Metcalfe, wbo, Political Secre- been transferred to the Hyderabad Ke- 
tary, had kept Tip a close correspon- sidency. 
dence with Malcolm, had by this time 
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are of a general cliaracter, suited to all wlio liave any 
official intercourse with the people of India; and neither 
the progress of time nor the 'mutations of circumstance 
can render them antiquated or irrelevant^ They have 
been so often printed, so largely quoted, so generally 
read, that I do not purpose to dwell long upon them in 
this place. The growth at once of high principle, gene- 
rous feeling, sound sense, and long experience, they are 
distinguished as much by their humanity as their sagacity, 
and they come recommended to us by the knowledge 
that they were the groundwork of Malcolm’s own official 
conduct, and were not more admirable in theory than 
they were successful in practice. I believe that already . 
in this narrative of Malcolm’s life the reader has seen in 
beneficent action the principles enunciated in these In- 
structions. The notes themselves are accessible to every 
one ;* and I believe that in India there are few European 
officers in political employ, to whom they are not as fa- 
miliar as the Church catechism. 

The preparation of these Instructions was a fitting and 
a graceful close to Malcolm’s career in Central India! 
He had now spent three years and a half in Malwah, 
partly in a military, partly in a diplomatic, partly in an 
adm&istrative capacity; and to no period of his life could 
he look back, on the brink of the grave, with greater satis- 
faction. From the day, when he negotiated the treaty of 
Mundissore with Holkar’s ministers, to that of his final 
departure fi’om Malwah, he had been continually en- 
gaged in efforts to restore ‘not only the territories ceded 
to us after the war, but those which remained in the 
hands of our allies, to order and good government. He 
had told Holkar’s Envoys that their master would be 

^ They are to be found in the Ap- notes by Malcolm himself. I may add, 
pendix to the Memom of CentrallnMa. that they are greatly esteemed on the 
They were also printed in a separate Continent, 
form in 182 ^ with a few elucidatory 
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riclier, witli a principality diminished in extent, under a 
system which he hoped to he instrumental in introducing 
more conducive to the development of the resources of 
the country.* An d his predictions were fulfilled even 
sooner than he anticipated. The finances of the State 
had been absorbed by assignments to petty princes and 
predatory troops. The villagers had fled from their 
homes. The country was uncultivated. The houses 
were roofless. The jungle and the tiger were encroach- 
ing on the fields of the ryut, and on the palaces of the 
lords of the land. But co-operating with Holkar’s chief 
mmister, Malqplm released the young Prince from the 
military domiaation which had been so fatal to the pro- 
sperity of the country, reduced the number of his mer- 
cenary troops, turned fierce marauders into peaceful cul- 
tivators, the sword and the shield into implements of 
husbandry, soon repeopled the deserted villages, and 
made the once devastated fields again bright with the 
smiling harvest. 

Such work as this required at* once a strong and a 
delicate .hand. During the years of misgovernment which 
had preceded the war of 1817, a number of petty princes, 
occupying chiefly the hill districts, to which they had 
been driven in the conquest of Malwah by the Mahrattas, 
had been induced to desist from the predatory incursions, 
by which alone they could support thernselves, by as- 
signments on neighbouring villages, from which, in the 
general confusion that prevailed, it was difficult to obtain 
payment without a resort to pillage and its attendant 
devastation. There were few places that were not sub- 
ject to murderous forays, and few, therefore, in which 
the cultivator could safely ply his peaceful calling. But 
before Malcohn quitted Central India he had relieved 

In 1817j Hoikar’s re?ennes of rupees. In 1819-20, tliey kad risen 
amounted to no more than four lakhs to more than sixteen lakhs. 
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the country of this evil. He had satisfied these petty 
Eajahs, by securing to them fixed payments from the 
public treasury, which soon ■came back again to the 
State in the shape of increased revenue, resulting from 
the tranquillity which these settlements produced. It 
was in his dealings with these people, whom he freely 
invited to come to him, and with whom his tent was 
often crowded, that perhaps, more forcibly than under 
any other circumstances, practical expression was given 
to the principles enunciated in his famous paper of In- 
structions. He found anarchy in Holkar’s government; 
he left order and system in its stead. Great changes had 
been introduced, but they were changes which conduced 
to the prosperity of all ; and people who had been long 
accustomed to believe that the elevation of one party 
must be the depression of another, now found that both 
might be equally benefited by the same act. It was by 
a skilful adjustment of conflicting claims and contending 
interests that Malcolm gained so high a character for 
justice among the princes and people of the country. 

To the petty states of Central India — as those of 
Dhar and De was— the alliance and protection of the 
British Government had been equally advantageous. In 
all, during the time of Malcolm’s residence at Malwah, 
there had been a change from a state of utter exhaustion 
and prostration to one of returning health and elasticity. 
Hor was the least service that he had rendered to Central 
"India that of ridding the country of those numerous 
'Bheel and other robbers, who had long been the terror 
'-of the more peaceable inhabitants. Many a robber chief 
•did Malcolm contrive to turn into an industrious farmer. 
He found, indeed, a reign of terror ; he left one of secu- 
rity and peace. It would not be truthful to affirm that 
all these good results were attributable* solely to Mal- 
colm’s exertions. They were, in some respects, the inevi- 
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table results of tbe war and tbe treaties wHcb were con- 
cluded at the end of it. He did not make the oppor- 
tunity, but he turned it 'to the best possible account. 
He had the advantage, too, of an admirable body of 
assistants; but they were mostly men who owed their 
official nurture to him. Indeed, one of his greatest 
merits is, that he trained so many excellent public 
servants, fitting them for the highest offices under Go- 
vernment with such an uniformity of success, that no- 
man ever did dishonor to his teaching. “If there are 
any of your old assistants unemployed,” said Lord Wil- 
liam Bentinck»some years afterwards, “ send them to me, 
- and let me use them; I cannot have too many of the 
school.” 

They were one and all devoted to their master. When 
Malcolm’s preparations for departure were in progress-,, 
they were emulous of the honor of accompanying him to 
Bombay, and six or seven of the diplomatic circle went 
with him. The day of his departure, in the third week 
of June, was a sorrowful one. Natives of all classes 
thronged around him to bid him farewell. Many at- 
tended him several marches on his way. He was 
touched by these manifestations of general regret; yet 
he could not help exulting in the thought that they in- 
dicated the amount of good he had done. 

Having turned his back uponNalcha, Malcolm pushed 
on with all speed to cross the Taptee river, for the waters 
were rising. He visited Major Briggs on his way 
through Candeish, and then hastened onward to meet 
Metcalfe at Aurungabad. There were many subjects 
which he was eager to discuss with the strong-headed, 
true-hearted civilian, who fifteen years before had shared 
his tent at Muttra, building castles in the air, which time 
had converted into solid masonry. Malcolm, with a 
just appreciation of Metcalfe’s high q^ualities, had seen 


in all others lie desired to 

have as Ms successor in Central India, and in the pre- 
ceding year had written^n^ letters to his friend 

to induce him to office. The idea, at first 

■grasped with avidity, was, however, suhseqiiently ahan- ^ 
doned by the civilian, who had plunged into the troubled 
waters of Hyderabad, and was already employed in the 
great but perilous work of rooting out the corruption 
which was gnawing at the very vitals of the Hyderabad 
State. With the highest possible admiration of his in- 
tegrity and his courage, Malcolm still thought that Met- 
calfe was a little intolerant and uncompromising, and he 
thus addressed him on the subject: 

You kave imdertaken (proceed as cautiously as you like) a 
great task, but you must do good.. I tliink we sball fight a little 
on some principles. I have seen a Purneali and a Meer Allum, 
and have, I think, more toleration of abuse than you. I should, 
in your situation, act in great dread of pulling down unconsciously 
with one hand what I 3;ais6d with the man is em- 

ployed on the scale your great native managers are, the control or 
supcrmtcndencc of their proceedings in any minute manner by an ; 
European officer is impossible. The doing it in the most general 
way is most difficult; for to render them efficient as instruments, 
they must be elevated in their own minds as well as in those of 
others. Now to check is to anticipate had conduct, and to de- 
press, if not to degrade. You think worse of the natives than I 
do, and I believe your virtue is more unbending uj)oii such points, 
or rather, your expectations of good rule more sanguine. But this 
is Aurungabad business.’^ 

On the 12th of July, Malcolm'^' and Metcalfe met at 
Aurangabad. They had not, I believe, met since the 
latter was a boy in Lord Lake’s camp ; but Malcolm had 

^ Malcolm liad a large party of from Jaulaali; and after that, divide 
friends with Mm. We shallhe a into quarters, tents, &c. I shall lodge 
party of twelve at breakfast,” he wrote myseif under one of your wings.” 
to Metcalfe on the 10th two joimed 
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watclied with. DO common interest the civilian’s career' 
and rejoiced in the success which he had always pre- 
dicted. There were many points of resemblance be- 
tween them, but there were many also in which they 
strangely differed. Both entered the service of the 
Company in very early youth, and were disciplined in 
the same political school.* But they had arrived in 
India very differently trained and very differently re- 
commended. Charles Metcalfe, the son of an East India 
Director, had been reared in a fashionable London 
street, and educated in the most aristocratic of semi- 
naries. John, Malcolm, bom on the banks of the Esk, 
had run wild about the hill-sides, and received only the 
scant rudiments of a village day-school. Charles Met- 
calfe, recommended to Lord "Wellesley at once as 
Goodall’s favorite pupil and the son of one of the very 
few Directors whom the Governor-General did not 
esteem an enemy, landed at Calcutta to find a host of 
friends among the chief people of the settlement. John 
Malcolm had no influential fi:-iends, no academical 
prestige, no official connexion to smooth his way to 
success. For years his environments were those of the 
single-poled tent in the field, or the bungalow in the 
single-corps station. These circumstances necessarily 
advanced the progress of the civilian and retarded that 
of the soldier ; but they were not without their uses fo 
the latter. They rubbed off many angles which other- 
wise might have obtruded themselves, and rendered 
Malcolm somewhat more tolerant and more cosmopo- 
litan than his fiiend; more easily to be shaken down, 
and more readily adaptable to circumstances. 

They were both of them men of a robust manhood, 

* A school of wMch Lord Wellesley at the feet of Kennaway and Kirk- 
was not the founder, but one of the patrick before the name olMoniiiieton 
greatest masters. Maleolm had sate wan known in Tnfba.. 
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honest to the core, thoroughly courageous. They 
worked towards the same end, and, to some extent, by 
the same means. They were men of fine temper — Mal- 
colm of the laughing, Metcalfe of the smiling kind — and 
they both sought to govern men by appealing to the 
better part of human nature. But Metcalfe, when that 
better part could not be touched, was more uncompro- 
mising than Malcolm in his assaults upon the worse. 
The soldier, who had seen humanity in all its variform 
aspects, had become tolerant of human frailty, and he 
believed that the vices both of men and of nations were 
more likely to be eradicated by leniency than by se- 
verity. The difference, perhaps, is assignable rather to , 
the habits than to the principles of the men. Metcalfe’s 
views were, for the most part, those of the closet j Mal- 
colm’s those of the camp. At the age when the young 
soldier was hunting and shooting, and otherwise dis- 
porting himself, the young civilian was reading Eoche- 
foucault and writing maxims of his own. His virtue was 
of a finer and more abstract kind than Malcolm’s, but it 
was less suited to the sphere in which he moved, Mal- 
colm was more disposed to make allowances on the score 
of accidental temptations and environments ; and he often 
founcbeven in a man’s failings the germ of good things to 
be turned to profitable account. 

, In their devotion to the public service, in the unfail- 
ing zeal and the unstinting laboriousness of their official 
lives, it would be hard to say who excelled the other. 
But in this also — ^in their respective modes of work — 
there were characteristic differences. Metcalfe’s labors 
were, for the most part, of a steady, systematic, seden- 
tary kind. It was easy to say when, where, and how 
his work was done. He lived for years together in the 
same house ; he worked by rule ; and one day much 
resembled another. What he did was seldom done in a 
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liuriy. His official writings have all a deliberate character 
about them. Malcolm’s appear to have been improvised, 
almost always under the influence of haste. Even the 
most elaborate of his state papers seem to have been 
written against time. They have the stamp of the saddle 
’ or the howdah upon them, as have Metcalfe’s that of the 
bureau. As models of despatch-writing, therefore, the civi- 
lian’s papers are superior to the soldier’s. They are closer, 
more compactly written, more logically reasoned. They 
aim more directly at a given point, are more convincing 
and conclusive. But although Malcolm was a prolific 
, writer, the le£wt part of his business was done with the 
I pen. He never did by writing what he could do by 
I talking. He was always accessible to men of all classes 
and all characters ; he worked, as he said, with the door 
of his tent open to every point of the compass ; and his 
eyes, his ears, and his understanding were ever as open 
as his doors. Metcalfe, on the other hand, was a man of 
a reserved nature. Genial as he was in the society of his 
chosen companions, he did not delight in gregarious in- 
tercourse. He well understood the native character, and 
he had a great name among the native princes and 
chiefs; but he could not, like Malcolm, sit down on the 
grass to converse freely with a knot of poor villagers, or 
pass off his pleasantries on a wild jxmgle-bred robber. 
"When Metcalfe was Lieutenant-Governor of the !N!or%- 
Western Provinces— the very office which Malcolm had 
so striven some years before to erect— he ceased to take 
exercise abroad, and resorted to the top of his house 
to inhale there the cool evening air, because he so 
disliked being assailed by the people with petitions. 
Malcolm boasted that in Central India there was a levee 
in his tent during a great part of the day, composed of 
all sorts of clamorous petitioners, from rajahs to ryuts, 
and that he had something to say to them all. 
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TMs difference is, doubtless, to be assigned to physical 
rather than to moral causes. John Malcolm and Charles 
Metcalfe were men equally of* a robust nature; but the 
robustness of the civilian was the robustness of an 
honesty that never yielded and a fortitude that never 
failed; it was of a quiet, settled, determined, immovable 
character— great, at all times, in resistance. But he had no 
personal activity, no love of adventure ; he shrank from 
all kinds of athletic exercise ; he was thoroughly a man, 
and yet he was almost ludicrously incapable of taking 
part in those manly sports which harden the nerves and 
strengthen the system, and brace men up for the part 
they have to play in the strenuous reahties of public ^ 
life. Malcolm’s robustness, steadfast as it was, was also of 
an active kind. It was all life and motion, buoyant and 
breezy. An admirable horseman and judge of horses, a 
mighty hunter, fearless of heart and steady of hand, he 
was never in higher spirits than when in hot pursuit of a 
tiger or other inspiring game. He was altogether a man 
of an athletic cast, fit for any kind of adventure, equal 
to any fortune, made to jostle his way through the 
world. All this was the result of conscious physical 
power, as in Metcalfe the absence of these qualities was 
the result of a painful sense of his personal defects. Bor 
outwardly Malcolm was a man of heroic mould as much 
ag Metcalfe was the reverse. The soldier was a man of 
a commanding stature and a noble presence; with a 
muscular but supple frame, and a face bright with manly 
beauty; but the civilian had no personal graces; he 
had a stunted figure, and a fiice redeemed from insig- 
nificance only by the intelligence of his countenance and 
the sweetness of his smile. 

And now that these two laborious workers met again, 
both in high place, both honored, and°both with an 
unappeased .ambition — -for the soldier and the civilian 


COEBUPXION AT HYDERABAD, 


347 


had for years pointed to the highest attainable official 
eminence as the goal of their endeavours — many of these 
characteristic differences •were seen and felt, and, I 
doubt not, freely discussed between them. Much talk 
was there of the past, much of the future ; but more 
of the present. Metcalfe was then beginning his great 
war of extermination against the gigantic corruption of 
Hyderabad. He was going forth single-handed, like a 
true knight, to slay the dragon that was desolating the 
land.**^ This was one of the chief topics of discourse. 
And however much they may have differed on minor 
points — ^and those principally relating to the means, and 
in no wise to the end — they had one mind and one heart 
regarding the magnitude of the evil and the great duty 
of rooting it out. Before Metcalfe had ever thought of 
setting his face towards flie Deccan, Malcolm had seen 
and deplored this evil, and from beneath the walls of 
Asseerghur had written a long and earnest letter, dis- 
coursing on the necessity of arresting its progress before 
it had eaten into the very vitals of the unhappy country. 
And now again he wrote to Calcutta on the same sub- 
ject, eager to give the support of his testimony in favor 
of his courageous friend.f And when he turned his 
back upon Aurangabad, to pursue his onward journey 
to Bombay, high as before had been his estimate of his 
old pupil’s merits, he went with a still more elevatgd 
opinion of the public virtue, the clear, strong intellect, 

I siiali be forgiven^ I hope, for dogs, or resorted to any such scheme^ 
the fancifulness of the illustration, but would bave gone forth m 
if I say, referring to the story of against the monster, trusting only to 
Schiller’s Dragon -—familiar to many the spear in his hand and the harness 
readers, who ha?e neither read it in its on his back, 
original nor translated form, throngh f This letter to Mr. Adam will be 
the agency of Eetsch’s Outlines— that found in the next chapter ; also another 
whilst Malcolm w<Md have followed to Metcalfe himself relating to the 
the ingenioiis device of the knight, same subject. 

Metcalfe would not have trained his 
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aud the sweet disposition of Charles Theophilus Met- 
calfe. 

How strongly Malcolm felt,' both regarding the evil to 
be combated and the perils which beset Metcalfe’s path, 
may be gathered from the following letter, written after 
they had parted, which I cannot refrain from quoting 
before I dismiss the subject : 

SIR JOHN MALCOLM TO MR. METCALFE. 

October 20, 1821. 

My bear Metcalfe, — I have received your letter of the 8tli 
instant As far as your proceedings relate to the loans made and 
recommended, you are upon a rock; but it is nffelaiicholy to find 
such sentiments in the quarter to which you have alluded. They -f 
will do infinite mischief, though only for a short period. Every 
step you take to ameliorate the country will be misrepresented by 
fellows who have objects as incompatible with public virtue and 
good 'government as light is from darkness. That these men 
should be allowed to speak a word upon subjects such as you 
have to discuss and manage is deplorable. But the fact is so; 
and though the circumstances in which you are placed require all 
your firmness, recollect, at the same time, they call for all your 
caution and prudence, and, above all, for great temper and pa- 
tience. These qualities I should never ask you to exercise in any 
extraordinary degree for selfish views; were your personal inte- 
rests alone at stake, I know you might give way to the spirit of 
an ofilended gentleman and high public officer. That Is supposing 
matters at extreme ; but you have a more momentous duty to 
perform. You have to fight the good fight, and to stand with 
the resolute but calm feelings such a cause must inspire against 
all species of attacks that artful and sordid men can make, or that 
weak or prejudiced men can support. I may view this question 
too seriously, but there is no harm in my doing so. I am quite 
confident in your ultimate triumph, though I expect you will 
have great vexation and annoyance. I am glad I proceed to 
England so fully informed as I am upon the subject, and pray 
write me often* Send your letters after November to my brother. 

Yours ever, 

John Malcolm. 
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From Aurangabad, Malcolm marched to Dowlatabad, 
thence to the caves of Ellora, and then onward to 
Poonah, which he reached in not very good health. 
After a few days spent there in the society of his old 
friend and brother-in-law, Macdonald, who had come 
* across from Madras to meet him, he proceeded onward 
to Bombay, which he reached on the 1st of September, 
and was soon in the midst of friends. “ My Indian 
marches,” he wrote to his ■wife on that day, “are, I 
trust, over for ever. I arrived here a few hours ago, 
after a very quick journey from Poonah. I am uncom- 
monly well— letter than I have been for many months. 

, Elphinstone has given up Malabar Point to me— a most 
delightful residence almost in the sea.” 

At Bombay, the whole society of the settlement, headed 
by his old and fast friend, Governor Elphinstone, united 
to do Mm honor. He was delighted with, and grateful 
for, the reception he met; and the improvement which 
he reported in his health enabled him to bear well the 
fatigue attending the entertainments which were given 
to him. , On the 14th of September he was invested 
by Sir Charles Colville with the insignia of the Grand 
Cross of the Bath, amidst most flattering demonstrations 
of respect from all the chief people of the place. “ Yes- 
terday,” wrote Malcolm to his father-in-law. Sir Alex- 
ander Campbell, then Commander-in-Chief at Madras, 
“was one of grand tomasha,* and though with some 
fatigue, of real gratification to me. Your friend. Sir 
Charles Colville, commenced his task at eleven o’clock, 
and his attentions to his brother Grand Cross did not 
finish till twelve at night. Elphinstone put off the Go- 
vernor to attend Ms friend, and all— ladies and gentle- 
men— looked as happy as though they had got ribands 

* Show or ceremony. 
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and stars themselves. When I say that after such a day 
— and I may add night — feel uncommonly well, you 
may judge of the improvement in my health.” In other 
letters he spohe with pride and gratitude of the kindness 
and hospitality with which he had been received “by 
all ranks, from the Governor Sahib to the lowest;” and 
eager as he was again to embrace his wife and children, 
it was not without some tender feelings of regret that he 
busied himself with his preparations for his coming de- 
parture. . 

It has been intimated that Malcolm intended to return 
to Europe byway of the Red Sea, -Egypt,, and the Medi- 
terranean. Many of his old associates in Central India 
had accompanied him to Bombay, and when at last the 
day fixed for his departure (the 2nd of December) ar- 
rived, they accompanied hiin-to the deck of the vessel 
on which he had taken his passage for Cosseir. The 
Governor and all the principal civil and military officers 
of the Presidency accompanied him to the pier-head, 
and there took leave' of him with the most flattering 
demonstrations of esteem and regard. 

Nor were the tokens of respect amidst which Malcolm 
quitted the cotintiy confined to these local manifestations. 
The Governor-General bade him God speed from Cal- 
cutta, and issued an order expressive of the high sense 
of the distinguished services of Sir John Malcolm enter- 
tained by the Supreme Government. After referring 
generally to his long career of distinguished service, the 
Government passed the following eulogium on his conduct 
in Central India : “By a happy combination of qualities 
which could not fail to win the esteem and confidence 
both of his own countrymen and of the native inhabitants 
of all classes, by the unremitting personal exertion and 
devotion of his time and labor to the maintenance of the 
interests confided to his charge, and by an enviable talent 
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for inspiring all who acted tinder His orders with Ha 
own energy and zeal, Sir J. Malcolm Has been enabled, 
in the successM performance of the duty assigned him 
in Malwah, to surmount difficulties of no ordinary stamp, 
and to lay the foundations of repose and prosperity in 
that extensive province but recently reclaimed from a 
stage of savage anarchy, and a prey to every species of 
rapine and devastation.”* 

But even more acceptable to him than this public tes- 
timonial was one which came to him from the political 
officers who had worked under him in Central India. 
They raised a liberal subscription among themselves for 
, the purchase of a magnificent silver vase, which was 
afterwards presented to him in England. As a memorial 
of his labors in Central India, and of the many loving 
fiiends associated with hfin in this good work, it was 
ever greatly valued by him beyond, as he said, anything 
he possessed. “ Vfhile I live,” he wrote, acknowledging 
the testimonial, “ I shall view it with pride; and when 
I am no more, my children shall have learnt to contem- 
plate it as a trophy of friendship, which their father v^on 
by cherishing habits and sentiments not unworthy of 
their emulation.” 

And they might well be proud, not only of this trophy 
of friendship, but of the good work done in Central 
India, which had knit all these fellow-laborers together 

* The GoTemment of Madras also so long a period, been so constantly 
expressed their “ deep concern that employed in the conduct of snob va- 
this distingmshed officer is compelled rious and important militaw and poli- 
hy the state of bis_ health to return to tical duties; his great talents were 
England. No praise of thehs can add too well known to admit of their being 
to ms high reputation, but they cannot confined to the more limited range of 
deny themselves the gratification of service under his own Presidency, 
expressing their sense of his talents. The exercise of them in different situa- 
and of his unwearied and honorable tions has connected him with every 
exertion of them fonthe benefit of his Presidency, and rendered him less the 
country.” They add: “His career has servant of any one of them than of the 
been unexampled; for no other ser- Indian Empire at Iwge.” 
vant of the Company has ever, during 
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under one whom they delighted to recognise as their 
master no less than they venerated, him as a fiiend. 
Tears afterwards one of these children, then a captain 
of dragoons, travelling through Malwah, on his way to 
his regiment, met with the most touching proofs of the 
affection with which the memory of his father’s good 
deeds was held by the people of the country. From all 
parts they came out to pay their respects to the son of 
Sir John Malcolm, pouring benedictions upon him for 
his father’s sake, and' loud in their expressions of grati- 
tude to the friend to whom they owed so much. Many 
able public servants have since then labored in Central 
India, but no name is so universally venerated as that of . 
Sir John Malcolm. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

^ [ 1817 — 1821 .] 

■1% ' . » 

COUBESPOKDEKCE ON YAEIOTJS SUBJECTS— TEEATMENT OE NATIVE PEINCES— 
PEOGEESS GP EUSSIA IN THE EAST — CHEISTIANITY IN INDIA — ^MANAGE^IENT 
OP THE NATIVES— MAINTENANCE OP THE NATIVE STATES — THE SOVEEEIGNTY 
OP OUDE— USES OP THE COUET OP d![EECTOES — ^ET CiETEEA. 

Before I follow Sir John Malcolm over the deserts of 
Egypt, and across tlie continent of Europe, to his home 
in Manchester-street, London, I must pause for a little 
space, to illustrate more fully than I have yet done 
the extent and variety of his correspondence during the 
period of his third residence in India. I am speaking 
now of what is called his “ Private Correspondence.” 
But the private correspondence of official men in India 
relates principally to public topics. Indeed, a very large 
portion of the business of the State is transacted by means 
of these private letters. No man in India had a larger 
number of correspondents, or wrote more frequently to 
them, than Malcolm; and never was, that indefatigable 
workman more active, never did he exhibit gretaer capa- 
city for labor, or a larger grasp of intelligence to direct 
it, than during his residence in Central India. And I 
incline to think* that the letters which he then wrote are 
among the best which bear his name, 
vonii. 2 a 
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i The selections wHclx I have made are principally from 

[ letters of a general cliaracter, unburdened witli local 

details — sncb. as will be readily understood and appre- 
ciated by readers of all classes : 

TREATMENT OF KATIVE PBINCES. 

I ^ [To John Adam.] — It is a common fault of Residents to become 

too local, and to feel a partiality for tlie interests of the Court with 
which they reside* It must be acknowledged that our dependent 
: allies have much occasion for such advocates. There is in our Govern- 

;■ ment so great a desire to interfere, to improve, and to render what is 

I well better, that it requires some check. If the man of local feelings 

I is too attentive to the personal characters and the prejudices of 

! those with whom he resides and associates, your distant powers are 

often too neglectful of them. .... . Supposing it stands as at 
present, it will work its own remedy and become right in time, 
like a thousand other incongruities, unevennesses, anomalies, and 
inconsistencies that belong, and must from its shape and cha- 
racter continue to belong, to our great and extraordinary empire. 
Better meet all the difSculties these present, than give way to a 
passion for reform and improvement, which hy inattention to the 
weaknesses and prejudices of the higher class of the natives, may 
be found to deprive us of a main pillar of our past, present, and 
future greatness. While on this subject, I will venture one more 
observation. The very circumstance of our ahandoning a favorite 
point in a negotiation with a dependent ally has immense value, 
as far as relates to that moderation with which we exercise, and 
may be expected to exercise, our acknowledged supremacy. 

[To Mohntstuabt Elphinstone.]-— We must not be de- 
terred by recurring examples of treachery from going on, in the only 
way our power can go on, progressively. Arrangements are too often 
condemned for those defects which are inseparable from every 
plan that xve can form to support our extraordinary power in this 
country. We rail at the impolicy of granting power, however 
limited, to IsTative Princes, when experience shows they, or their 
successors, have almost invariably used it against us; we forget 
the great advantages we have obtained during the period they 
have submitted to be our instruments. We must be content to 
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purchase these at some hazard; a contrary policy would carry our 
direct authority to the Indus in three years, and we have not the 
means for such extended conquest. It is, in fact, my opinion, 
that when we cease to have the faculty of making Indian Princes 
and Chiefs conquer and govern one another, we shall have ob- 
tained the point from which we may date our decline. Your 
arrangements must depend much upon the disposition and per- 
sonal character of your Rojah; but with the sentiments I have 
expressed, I would raise him as high and make him as useful in 
independent action as he was capable of being made. If he 
turned out well, he is in a situation where his power would admit 
of increase. The Mahrattas have been beaten and bullied into a 
state of considerable humility. It would be glorious (and the 
times are favor^le to the experiment) to render the descendant 
of Sevajee the restorer of his race to habits of order and good 
government. 

EXCLUSION OF INTEEMEBXATE AGENTS. 

[To Colonel Smith.] — I will now, my dear Colonel, state 
shortly what I conceive to he the whole secret of success in a 
situation like yours— at least, it is the^only one that I have ever 
known — which is, to have no native (whatever be his character) 
as a general medium with those with whom you have business. 
Let all such, from the Chief to the Ryut, come direct to you or to 

A. j or to any European officer you employ. Do not give 

anyone (not even such an excellent man as your subadar, Naxain 
Swamy) the right to receive their visits, or to come along with 
them to you, but send for them or any other person when wanted, 
or send persons to hear their story and report; but even in doing 
this it is essential (at the hazard of work not being so well done) 
not to employ any native exclusively in these references. My 
late moonshee, Muhomud Hoossun, had been with me twenty-eight 
years, and his integrity was as high as his ability; Syud Hoossun, 
my aide-de-camp, you know. I could trust either of these men as 
much as any officer in my family, but they have often been fifteen 
or twenty days (when work was in plenty) without being ^sent for, 
and they have come uncalled. The principle upon which I pro- 
ceed has not its origin in a distrust of those near me, but in a 
desire to give confidence to the inhabitants of the country, and to 
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convey by direct communication a just impression of tlie European 
cbaracter, which they can never receive (however pure the inedium) 
at second hand. f 


HOW TO OBTAIN SXJPPX.IES. 

[To Major AoneW.]— I have some right to judge this ques- 
tion^ having made it (from a consideration of its primary im- 
portance) my study for twenty-five years, having watched the 
action of different systems in every part of India, and having filled 
every station calculated to give me knowledge upon their com- 
parative merits, from managing a bazaar in the country of a new 
ally, and being a commissary, up to having the charge of the 
resources of a country as Political Resident, and gf the supply of 
troops as commanding corps and an army. I shall take the dif- 
ferent questions in the order I find them in your correspondence 
with Ludlow. I do not mean to inquire into the merits of any 
particular case (I am not called upon to do so), but merely to state 
the general principles which should regulate the proceeding. 
Pirst, with regard to the Sepoys employed to obtain charcoal, and 
the forcible means they used for that purpose, seizing men, carts, 
&c., I can only state that I lia ve issued the most positive orders 
that no Sepoy is on any occasion whatever to be sent -into the 
country, except on public duty ; and further, that no men (except 
for guides), and no carts or bullocks, are ever to be pressed, even 
by corps or detachments marching, except in cases of public 
emergency, or extreme individual distress; on all which occasions 
the commanding officer is ordered to see the inhabitants paid, and 
further to report to the assistant-quartermaster-general the nature 
off the circumstances under which he had acted, and the names of 
the villages. This report is essential, not merely to check such 
proceedings on the part of officers, but to correct the exaggerated 
representations which are on all these occasions made by the 
countiy -people. I deem the above regulation so essential, that 
no consideration would prevent my punishing the neglect of it. 
I observe that, in answer to your letter, Ludlow states that nothing 
is to be obtained in this country but through the medium of a red 
coat, and that a steady soldier is better than a camp-follower, over 
whom there is no control. Sepoys should be given as takudars*; 

^ Sentries posted to protect fields or Tillages. 
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to all the villages that require them, within four or five coss of 
a cantonment; but these men should be carefully selected, and 
severely punished for any neglect of duty ; they should be relieved 
every week or fortnight, or oftener if necessary; and all the heads 
of the villages where they are posted (I speak of a fixed station) 
should be distinctly informed where they were to come to com- 
plain, in the event of the misconduct of thetakudars. I have, in 
my orders on this subject, directed them to the assistant-adjutant- 
general, and they come to his tent on every occasion ; they^often 
apply to have the takudar taken away, which is complied with at 
once. I prefer on all occasions Sepoys to Hurkarahs as takudars. 
We have stronger ties upon the former, and the latter are much 
more prone to be venal. I have had cause to dismiss upwards of 
twenty of mine for the authority they assumed in passing through 
the country; and almost all I have ever stationed in villages for 
more than a day, have behaved ill. The Baroda Residency keep 
a number of belts and badges, which are given on all applications 
to the Government, to put on men for the protection of villages; 
this expedient aids without interfering, or employing our own 
people, which is a great object. The Sepoys selected for this 
duty should be told they will be severely punished if they 
abuse the confidence reposed in them ;• I invariably direct them to 
use their arms against all who attempt violence, and I have found 
the best effects from one or two followers being wounded by the- 
takudars. 

With respect to obtaining supplies, or anything through the 
medium of a red coat, I have before stated that I never allow it, 
and that I do not consider it to be required ; on the contrary, the 
practice is calculated to spread alarm, and to degrade the Local 
Government, which it is our great object to elevate ; in fact, the 
actual state of the Government of Holkar is so low and powerless,, 
that it can only rise with that consequence it is our policy to give 
it, by constant attention to the latter principle, and particularly on 
all points of intercourse with its subjects. Sepoys behave well as- 
public guards, and even as takudars, though the latter is a trying 
duty ; but they cannot be employed in another way without injury 
to themselves and others. It may be convenient to send them out. 
Articles may be^ obtained quicker and cheaper; but it is a system 
of force that cannot be suffered. It is calculated to keep us at a 
distance from the inhabitants, and to produce the worst feelings 
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in tlie GoYcmmexit. That it is not iiecessaiy, I can pronounce on 
the experience not only of the force under my personal command, 
hut the numerous detachments I have made, not one of whom i 
has been permitted to employ Sepoys in procuring anything; ; 
and latterly I have had few complaints, and the confidence of all 
around us is complete. The great object is to repress the dispo- 
sition to violence and excess in our followers, and this is only to 
be done by taking decided part with the weaker (the inhabitants), 
and being always eager to make examples of any men caught, 
without consideration who or what they are. I have had a 
number of my own servants publicly flogged, many belonging to 
officers, and several to vakeels attending my camp ! I continue 
to promise rewards on the apprehension of plunderers with evi- 
dences against them ; and now the villagers rise and seize offenders, 
which has made the most salutary impression both in my camp 
and in the country. This is a point upon which it is the duty of 
every commanding officer to place himself in opposition, not only 
to the general feeling of soldiers, %ho are from their habits dis- 
posed to violence, but, I regret to say, of many officers. 


EREOES OE STATESMEN. 

[To THE Dube OF Weelinoton.] — As far as I can judge of 
politicians (and I have been one of the clique for more than twenty 
years), our general error is to overthink our subject, to suppose 
extremes, and to give to motives a shape and action more suited 
generally to the theory of our subject than to the human mind 
upon which the I'esult depends. This error is, perhaps, more 
frequent in the East, because here the personal character of chiefs 
and rulers has more influence than with you ; but even in Europe 
the greatest part of your politicians either are, or appear to be, too 
wise by half. Their trade is to think, and that spoils them, for 
nine times out of ten, when men leave the common track, they 
lose the road. 

I have said much more than I intended upon politics; but if 
you have left France, you may have leisure to read a long letter, 
and I go on persuading myself that my being so personally mixed 
up with the subject will render it more sufferable. I am acting 
upon the principles you so much approve, and with little or no 
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interference, but by an active mediation of differences, and a strict 
watcli over tlie public peace, I liave every prospect that tire tran- 
quillity of tliis province will continue undisturbed. ..... 

They may consider me as Sir Oondy Rackrent did the man who 
told his wife he did not love her, “ an incendiary.’' From what 
we have yet seen of impressions in England, there appears a 
number who would rather have had an annual visit of Pindarrees 
for another century, than another breach of the act of Parliament 
which proscribes all extension of our territories; and God knows, 
I consider the latter as so great an evil, that I would oblige the 
man to make out a strong case that promoted it. Lord Hastings, 
however, upon this point, stands upon a rock, and he has been 
hitherto as moderate in the use of his success as He was vigorous 
in its attainmeni;. 

I wrote you some weeks ago, upon hearing the attempt which 
had been made upon your life. For God’s sake, take care of 
yourself. Tired of troubles in this country, I propose to return to 
England for quiet, and I have been of late quite in the habit of 
associating the continuance of peace with, that of your life. It is 
certainly the greatest of all eminences which a man can attain 
when the reputation he has gained in war makes his name the 
bulwark of his country. I wonder this proud reflection has not 
oftener operated in preventing successful leaders from sighing for 
more battles and more glory. 


PERSIA AHB RUSSIA. 

[To Count Woronzofe.]— I have heard all the news you 
mention about Persia ; but not the nonsense to which you allude. 
I am, however, so sick of the speculations which our English 
politicians indulge upon this subject, that I seldom read them. 
Persia is on the eve of being in a very distracted state. The 
death of the present king (an event which, from the reports of his 
health, must be near) will throw the country into confusion. The 
heir-apparent will, I think, ultimately prevail ; , but amidst these 
disputes, if cool-headed men are not on the scene, both your 
country and mine may be led further than is good for the in- 
terests of either.^ I do not think it probable they will immedi- 
ately come into any serious collision ; but if care is not taken, the 
seeds of future misunderstanding will be laid, and this can only 
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be avoided by an open and unreserved understanding of eacli 
other s plans, ‘which I fear seldom takes place between Courts, 
though the present is a case in which the usual formulas of 
inystery and humbug might be dispensed with to the great ad- 
vantage of both parties. The desire of securing the prosperity of 
Georgia and your other provinces in that quarter, and promoting 
the trade on the Caspian, will be your motives for interfering to 
prevent the north-western parts of Persia being disturbed, while 
we shall see in any troubles that disturb the southein and eastern 
parts of that kingdom a check to our* profitable trade with the 
Gulf^ and discover in your coming across the Arras (whatever be 
the professed object) a dangerous approximation to our possessions 
in the East.^ That all this will eventually happen I have no 
doubt. Besides the natural action of a great*inilitary empire, i 
theie is (as my whole life has given me an opportunity of observ- 
ing) an impelling power upon civilisation when in contact with • 
barbarism that cannot be resisted* These .combined causes will 
bring Russia forw'ards axid there is sio nation more constitutionally 
jealous than one which, like Great Britain, has its greatness in a 
considerable degree grounded upon extended commerce. Be- 
sides, the wisest of nations, or at least those who have the greatest 
reputation for wisdom, have a tendency to create evils by an an- 
ticipation of them, that mocks all calculation ! 

1 here is no subject upon which all my reasoning powers (such 
as they are) have been more exercised than on that of the rela- 
tive interests of our respective countries regarding Persia; and the 
lesu t is a conviction that, as our policy must be always defensive 
m that quarter, it can never give serious alarm to your Court, and 
t ie attei, whether we consider the unproductiveness of the soil, 

Qir tlm character of of Persia, can have no object 
in advancing beyon^^ present limits, and the peace of all 
within them can be easily maintained, and promoted particularly 
witi an increased openness and good understanding of our two 
nations respecting their mutual interests in this part of Asia. 

n considering this question I have never entered into the 5 
in ationa project of an invasion of India, because, whatever alarm 1 
men might endeavour to produce by talking of, or even making 1 
piepaiation for such an expedition, I have been always convinced | 
that the obstacles were of a magnitude that must prevent its ever / 
being carried into execution. ' 
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The actual state of the British power in India must baffle all 
predatory efforts, and before a regular well supported invasion 
could be attempted, a line of communication must be made of 
upwards of [ ] Biiles through countries which are, generally 

speaking, either desolate, or inhabited by the most rude and bar- 
barous tribes of the universe, These, as a part of this plan, must 
be civilised— no slight process ; and, after all, supposing an enor- 
mous sacrifice of wealth, and of the lives of Russian soldiers, had 
brought their victorious standards to Delhi — that they had, 
as was once proposed to Buonaparte, hung the Mogul in his 
grandmother’s garters’^— - what would they do next ? Where 
march ? How would they manage the country ? Could they 
rely on the native princes— all the turbulent tribes whom their 
success had emS-ncipated from the English rule ? Can it ever 
occur to any man in his senses that India is either worth con- 
quering, or can be preserved by any nation that does not possess 
the superiority at sesii? But I will not insult your good under- 
standing by anything further upon this part of the subject. Con- 
tinental Europe must leave England to subdue herself in the 
East before the invasion is contemplated in anything but a 
pamphlet. 

Though a century or two must elapse before the revolution to 
which I have alluded happens, yet, if you and I live long, we 
shall hear and see as much clashing of interests upon this point as 
if it was a real and proximate dangex'. I have received late 
letters from Persia, stating that the King has charged his Ambas- 
sador in England to solicit my return; but I have no such wish. 
To a flying mission I would not object; but I want no residence 
there. I should like to go home through Russia^ and above all 
delight in seeing you again. Make my kind remembrance to the 
friends who lecollect me. 


THE PEOPAGATION OE CHEISTIANITY IN INDIA. 

[To Dk. Maushman.]— I am flattered by your letter of the 1st 
September ; any man must be gratified by possessing so much of 
the good opinion of a society like yours at Serhampore. I should, 
however, ill deserve the sentiments you express, if I was to have 
any reserve in my reply. I shall be proud to become one of the 
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patrons of your college, an.d to add my subsciiption to its support, 
if you tMuk me worthy of tlie honor after the following expla- 
nations* 

Though most deeply impressed with the truths of the Christian 
religion, and satisfied, were that only to he considered in a moral 
view, it would he found to have diffused more knowledge and 
more happiness than any other faith man ever entertained, yet 
I do tliink, from the construction of our empire in India, re- 
ferring hotli to the manner in which it has been attained and that 
in which it must (according to my humble judgment) he pre- 
served, that the English Government in this country should 
never, directly or indirectly, interfere in propagating the Christian 
religion. The pious missionary must he left unsupported by Go- 
vernment, or any of its officers, to pursue his Itibors ; and I will 
add, that I should not only deem a contrary conduct a breach of f 
faith to those nations, whom we have conquered more hy our 
solemn pledges, given in words and acts, to respect their preju- 
dices and maintain their religion^ than by arms, but likely to 
fail in the object it sought to accomplish, and to expose us eveii« 
tually to more serious dangers than we have ever yet known. 

The reasons for this opinion I have more than once had occa- 
sion publicly to state; I s^iall not, therefore, trouble you with the 
repetition. 

I come now to the second part of the subject, and your more 
immediate concern— that of spreading knowledge. 

In contemplating the probable future destiny of our extraordi- 
nary empire in Asia, it is impossible not to think but that the 
knowledge we are so actively introducing may, in the course of 
time, cause great changes; but how these may affect our power is 
ar question that the wisest of us will find it difficult to answer. I 
must ever think that to impart knowledge is to impart strength 
to a community, and that, as that becomes enlightened, the love 
of independence, combined with a natural pride in self-govern- 
ment, which God appears to have infused into the spirit of man 
and of nations, will be too strong for all the lessons of duty, of 
meekness, and of gratitude to their intellectual benefactors that we 
can teach our Indian subjects; but I am not deterred by the pos- 
sibility (nor should I be by the probability) of s?Lich consequences 
from being the advocate for their instruction in all the arts of civil 
life. 
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We live in an age whicli is above such policy, and we belong 
to a country wliicli lias recently made itself too conspicuous for 
destroying the fetters which had for ages enslaved the body, to 
tolerate arguments in support of a system for keeping the human 
mind in io-norance of any knowledge that is calculated to promote 
its happiness; but the question here assumes its most difficult 
shape. It is the nature of the knowledge, and the mode we 
pursue ill imparting it, that is likely to make the difference be- 
tween its proving a curse or a blessing to India; between its sup- 
porting (at least for a long period) our power over that quarter of 
the globe, or accelerating its downfall. Enthusiasm or over-zeal 
is quite competent to efiect the latter, while the former requires 
for its accomplishment a steadiness of purpose, a clearness of head^ 
and a soberness oT judgment that are seldom found united with that 
• liitentness on the object which is also quite essential. I wish, 
my dear sir, I could be certain that your successors in the serious 
task you propose wojild have as much experience as you and 
your fellow-labourers at Serhampore — that they would walk, not 
run, in the same path — I vrould not then have to state one reserve; 
I should be assured it would be considered as safer to commence 
by giving a good deal of knowledge to a few than a little to 
many; that efforts would bo limited to countries where the people 
are familiar with our Government, and would understand the 
object ; that men, in short, would be satisfied with laying the 
foundation-stone of a good edifice, and not hazard their own object 
and incur danger (for in all precipitate or immature attempts of 
this nature there is great danger) by desiring to accomplish in a 
day what must be the work of a century. 

I have given you my sentiments as fully as I can. in this short 
letter. I really have not time to enter now into details. I hope 
this explanation will he satisfactory; but it is a justice I owe to 
you and to myself to declare, that while I shall be proud to be a 
patron, and to support the plan now proposed, I shall steadfastly 
and conscientiously oppose (as far as I have the power) any devia- 
tion from' the original principles, or any departure from that 
moderate spirit of gradual and rational improvement in which it 
has originated, and in which I have no doubt it will be conducted. 

I beg my respects to Mr. Carey, and Mr. Warde. I have re- 
ceived the latter’s second volume, and congratulate him on the 
completion of his book. 
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BOBBEB CLANS. 

[To Waltbb Scott.]— I am flattered by wbat you say relative 
to my return. I can assure you 1:bat not all tbe pomp and cir- 
cumstance” of my station— no, not all tbe better motive of consci- 
ousness of doing good upon tlie great scale — can wean me from tlie 
ardent desire of revisiting Fadeiiand; y et I have to tempt me com- 
plete authority, military and political, over a range as large as 
England and Scotland. It is my chief business to keep the peace 
in this lately distracted quarter, and I have been successful beyond 
my most sanguine expectations. The largest folks are quiet, but 
the difficnlty is to keep the Rob Roys under. 

That you may understand how exactly we have Black Mail, I 
send you extracts of one of my last published letters to the Secre- 
tary to Government. To make you understand one of my friends ^ 
that collect the black mails, take the following anecdotes (all of 
which have occurred within the last ten days) of Nadir Bheel. 
This petty chief has his mounti^n home within eighteen miles 
of my camp. He rules over the Bheels, or hill robbers, in the 
vicinity, and has for ten years had the whole country above the 
hills to Indore, and below them to Moheysir in the Nerbudda, under 
annual contribution. This revenue is independent of the plunder 
of all who pass near his country ; and armies have in vain tried to 
hunt him down, or to guard against his depredations. I found 
near my camp upwards of forty villages, roofless. The inhabi- 
tants, whom I sent for, to repeople them, told all the same story: 
Nadir Bheel had, on a real or pretended failure of Thankahs, 
destroyed them. I sent to this redoubted hero an offer of peace 
or war, and after a long negotiation he came into my camp. He 
had never ventured to put himself in any one’s power before, and 
it was, to use the figurative but natural language of the country, 
the tiger of the forest walking quietly into man’s abode. The 
day he came in I lost some cattle, and had a Sepoy wounded by 
some other Bheels — not his subjects. I told Nadir, at his first 
visit, I was delighted to see him, but that others were jealous, and 
meant to give me a slight opinion of his power by attacking my 
people the day he came in. He fired up, as I expected, and begged 
that I would leave to him the task of avenging tjio insult. It was 
what I wished. He sent out a party, and two days afterwards ho 
came to see me, in great glee, having retaken the cattle, which 
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W0re given to tlie ow For me, Nadir said, smiling, he h?^d a 
better present. A man was bronght in prisoner. ^^That/Vsaid 
he, is the head of a Para’’ (a^little colony of the fellows conceited 
in this robbery). ^Mhe principal rogue has got off wounded; but 
show what you have in your hand,” said he to the prisoner, in a 
ierce tone. The man held out a coarse netting, in which I saw 
a man’s head with a long beard. While I was struck with horror, 
Nadir continued, exultingly, ^^ That is the head of this principal 
rogue’s brother. But this is nothing,” he added (as I waved for 
the prisoner to be carried away); I will send you fifty heads 
pickled in salt— they will not keep otherwise ” I told him, if any 
of the Bheels, in spite of the warning they got, persevered in their 
robberies, I should not quarrel with his measures, however severe, 
against such la'^less fellows. 

Nadir is not five feet high ; rather fairer than his tribe in general; 
his countenance good, even handsome, if it had not been de- 
stroyed by the markg of constant dissipation. Knowing his fond- 
ness for liquor, I sent him some brandy. The savage had never 
before seen a bottle, and he told me, when inspired to rapture by 
its contents, -^Hhat certainly the handsomest thing in the world 
was an English bottle full of liquor, and the cleverest was a steel 
thing that went round and round and .opened its mouth ! ” 

He went away in high good humor. I took into service 
Nearly a hundred of his retainers, prevailed upon the Government 
to make an agreement for a regular payment of the Black Mail, 
and obtained a large grant (rent-free for five years) of waste land, 
which he promised to cultivate. All my plans were complete, 
when a man, last night, came to me breathless, saying he had fled 
from the woods just as Nadir, in a fit of passion, inhumanly mur- 
dered Bappoo, his chief commander, who has been employed with 
me. I know not what will become of this, but it is more like 
Helen Maegregor than Rob Roy. 


MAlSfAaEMENT OF THE NATIVES OF INDIA. 

[To MoTJNXSTtTAET Elphxnstone.]— The fault I find with 
what you term the younger politicians (counting yourself a SezsA 
Sufeid, or greybeard) is not so much that they despise the 
ISTatives and Native Governments, but that they are impatient of 
abuses, and too eager for reform. I do not think they know so 
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'well as we old ones what a valuable gentleman Time is; how much 
better work is done, when it does itself, than when done by the 
best of us. 

There cannot be a severer trial to an active, humane, and just 
mind, than to condemn it to associate with those who govern Native 
States. It requires all the lessons of long experience, combined 
with a constant recollection of what is good for our general policy, 
not our local interests, to stand such a trial; and the worst is, that 
in such situations the best agents of Government are those who 
make the least show. Happy would it be if we were always 
appreciated by the quiet around us, and the rareness of our inter- 
ference beyond what was forced upon us to keep the peace; but 
liere, as elsewhere, there is too often a game to be played, an im- 
pression to be made, and trifles are magnified tillhien swell them- 
selves and work to bull size, and lead themselves and their supe- - 
liors away from those clear and simple rules and principles which 
are essential to keep right every part of this great machine. 

What I fear most on our present* extensive scale is the number 
and opposite modes, if not principles, of agents acting within what 
may almost be termed the same sphere, supposing instructions the 
same; still, where the distance of the seat of power is so great, 
there will be a difference x)f action that will cause much embar- 
rassment. In the present state of our political power this will be 
ibimd in a degree it never has before. A Resident at Mysore, or 
at Lucknow, &c., had before the same task which now belongs to 
all our representatives; but these states, before late events, were, 
as far a§ related to their political condition, insulated* The case is 
now altered. We are obliged to act the moment the peace of any 
district, province, or kingdom, from Cape Comorin to Delhi, is 
disturbed. 

It requires, therefore, more unity of system, than we yet have 
established, to succeed. The first great object is that we should 
be understood; that every native of any intelligence should know 
when we will interfere, and when we will not. This knowledge 
is alike essential for the confidence of the higher classes and the 
comfort and prosperity of the lower; without it the former will 
dread to exercise the functions that belong to them in the com- 
munity, and the latter, in vain efforts to escape tl?e pressure of the 
authorities under which they live, will lose their time and their 
temper in seeking prompt redress of political evils, which, under 
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a change of circumstances such as has taken place^ may be expected 
to remedy themselves. The natives of India, to understand a 
point of this nature, must be spoken to by actions, not words; 
and it is only by our conduct being everywhere the same, by a 
general consistency of proceedings on the part of all our agents, 
that they can be brought to comprehend or believe that a nation 
possessing the power of taking the whole country, and turning it 
to the immediate profit of individuals and the State, can be led by 
any causes to abstain from so doing. 

The difficulty of making such impressions I know thoroughly. 
A sense of their ultimate importance in a country like Malwah has 
led me for the last eighteen months to deny myself a private 
moment even at meals, and to be ready to heat every human 
being that had a complaint or a representation to make. There 
€S not one in a hundred to whom I can give relief, or interfere in 
his business ; but I explain minutely to all the causes of not hearing 
him, and the principles^upon which our. Government acts. The 
same story is gone over a hundred times a day for a twelvemonth. 
I often notice those around me smiling^ and at a loss whether to 
think me wise or foolish ; but the effect is produced as far as the 
explanation is heard, or the person to whom it is given trusted 
and believed by others. It comes from the fountain head in this 
(|uarter, and the potail of one village tells another to be (jiiiet, 
and make the best of his condition, as Malcolm-Sahib himself told 
him, in such and such cases, he would not, nay, he could not, inter- 
fere. I of course lesson those acting under my orders to act in a 
similar manner; but I have found, when an agent, acting* from 
a different view from that I took, adopted, on a sense of local ex- 
pediency, any measure (however apparently insignificant) contrary 
to my principle, that t^^ like wildfire, that hopes* 

of a change in my resolution were cherished, and this example 
pleaded by persons, whom it was impossible to think could ever 
have heard of it. 


CONTROL OE THE NATIVE STATES. 

[To Mountstuabt Elphinstone.] — The control -wHch 
we are hereafter ta exercise over the internal government of the 
Guickowar is a very difficult point, and one. which must depend 
more upon the disposition and talents of the Resident than any 
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rules tliat can be laid down for liis guidance. We must trust mucli 
to tlie constant reiteration of good general principles, and to tliat 
confidence wliicli must in time be inspired by our abstaining 
from minute interference. Thougli desirous of improvement, we 
must, particularly at first, be tolerant, or ratlier unobservant, of 
those abuses which belong more or less to all Native Govern- 
ments. We have a right to expect that if the prince is not coin- 
petent to the direct management of his own affairs, he will nomi- 
nate a man of respectability and reputed integrity to be minister. 
But I would not influence this choice more than Tby objection to 
any person that was different, or notorious for bad qualities. 

It is a great 'object to make the Guickowar State liquidate its 
debts; till this is done it is not able to perform its duties as an 
ally. A defined plan, therefore, should be adopted to effect this 
object; but when that is agreed upon by you and the prince, and « 
he and his ministers engage to carry it into execution, nothing 
but complete failure on their part would w^arrant our interference 
with the officers they employed « to collect the revenue, or for 
directing the funds to the objects in view. By exciting their 
pride, and putting everything qn their own responsibility, we may 
attain their cordial concurrence in the accomplishment of this de- 
sirable end. But give the.Resident the power of protesting against 
the nomination of their inferior officers, and you make it a duty 
with him to do so in all cases where he has doubts of the character 
of individuals “whose merits or demerits no person in his situation 
can learn from disinterested sources ; an objection to one or two 
may force an appointment of a person of whom Ms information 
(which in such case is likely to be partial and imperfect) gives 
him a better opinion. One such instance, by proclaiming a di- 
irided power in the exercise of the patronage of the State, paralyses 
the weaker Government in such a degree as to destroy it as an 
instrument of rule, and gives rise to all species of intrigue and 
"misrepresentation. 

The Outs in India are, if possible, more active and full of 
cabals than those in England. The slightest indication of en- 
couragement makes them rush to the attack, and in cases like that 
you have to manage, I am convinced there is no safety but in 
keeping to broad and distinct lines, and givmg every possible 
chance to the inferior State of becoming equal to its functions. I 
speak here of the right of interference in the Resident. It is his 
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duty to conciliate tlie frieiidsliip of botli tlie prince "and his 
minister^ and to offer in a mode that cannot injure the impression 
of their power every advice a|id admonition ; but unless in some 
very flagrant case — the appointment of some man of such notorious 
and proved bad fame that the objection occurs to all the Guzerat 
world as a matter of course — I would give the Resident no power 
of interfering with the nomination of these inferior oflS.cers. The 
Resident should hear no complaints except those that involve 
matters connected with Company’s troops or subjects with foreign 
states or chief tributaries, or that relate to the preservation of 
the internal peace of the country. To hear even, or allow those 
under him to hear, any other complaints or appeals, is virtually to 
deprive the Government, which you profess an intention to sup- 
port, of the powef of rule, by taking away from it that respect and 
* confidence on which its ability to fulfil its function can alone be 
grounded. 

This is the most dif§cult of all parts of our controlling Govern- 
ment, for it is one upon which*all the native atmosphere around 
the Resident constantly presses him. The motives of our conduct 
in this particular are quite unintelligible to natives. Unacquainted 
with our alarm at extending our direct power, they cannot com- 
prehend why we should not make the most of all the advantages 
fortune has given us. An old able rogue now in my service, who 
has played no mean part in the troubles of the last thirty years, 
often says to me, I have lived so long and so well upon the dis- 
putes and complaints of others, that I shall never get reconciled 
to your doctrine upon these subjects.” I believe he harcHy yet 
thinks me serious. 

I conclude you do not mean, when you say that the expenditure, 
must be necessarily under the Resident's control, that he should 
regulate all its details, but that he should see engagements that have 
been agreed upon fulfilled, old debts liquidated, and no new ones-, 
incurred, and also that the servants of the State, particularly the 
army, are not in arrears. He should certainly have access to ac- 
counts if he requires it, to fulfil this part of his duty ; but it will 
be a great point if a good choice of a minister makes his duties 
general, for a constant and minute investigation of accounts will 
lead not only to vexation and trouble, but engender deception 
and misstatement. All you propose about the army and family 
of the Gulcko war appears unobjectionable, except that I should 
VOL. II. 2 B 
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like tkat he could be induced, as an experiment, to fix tlie pay of 
tlie contingent in Malwah* Eegarding tkis, however, I wrote fully 
before. I am alike a friend to employing, to aid the Eesident in 
the duties you propose, an able native, or even more than one, as 
I am to giving them high pay. We can have no other claim 
upon their integrity ; but such should be kept as a mere servant 
of the Eesident, Elevate him in any way into a public servant, 
with distinct responsibility, or even a right to his employment 
beyond the will or convenience of the Eesident, and you incur a 
hazard of raising a native to an influence that may disturb your 
plans. 


COI^STITUTIOlSr OP THE BEITISH-INDIAH GOVEUNMEXT, ANE 
MAINTENANCE OP THE NATIVE STATES. 

[To Majoe Stewabt.] — I proposed sixteen years ago that the 
. Supreme Government should he relieved from attention to the 
details of a Presidency. To load the Governor-General of India, 
upon its present scale, with the cares of a factory, appears too 
absurd, but then how to relieve it is a most difficult (Question ; for 
what men, who view our possessions in this quarter on a large and, 
I presume, a just scale, deem comparatively a trifling part of the 
concern, stands in the first rank with many of our masters in 
England. It is altogether a strange anomaly, and most difficult 
to correct ; for how to amend the Direction, and to give it a better 
chai’acter for its altered duties, without weakening that mound 
which stands between India and the corrupt patronage of England, 
I confess I do not know. The present constitution of the Indian 
Government in England has many defects, but it has great and 
mbstantial advantages. The Directors, without the power of doing 
mischief, can prevent it. Their general ignorance (there are a 
few distinguished exceptions) of the affairs of India does good, 
^t. prevents in most cases (particularly on large points) that active 
and minute interference which, in a body so very remote, must 
do harm. On the whole, then, I believe this part of the consti- 
tution must be left to improve itself; or, if any alteration is made, 
it must be with great care. A considerable change has taken 
place. The decline of the shipping interests is a progress to an 
imperceptible but actual change. If the trade with the continent 
of Bidia.ever proved a loss (and many able men have conjectured 
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it would); its being abandoned would greatly alter both tbe duties 
and tlie cliaracter of tlie Court, 

On wliat would result from tbe loss of their army I will not 
speculate; but conclude this part of the subject with expressing 
my opinion (and it is that of a man who has received nothing but 
fiivors from the Throne, and neglect from the India House), that if 
ever there shall cease to be an intermediate body between the 
Crown and India of sufficient strength to shield the latter from 
encroachment, we shall soon cease to have any trouble in govern- 
ing this vast empire. 

A change of system in the local government of India is quite 
indispensable. It will force itself, and every day it is delayed will 
be at the hazard of embarrassment and confusion. There is no 
difficulty, fortunately, in^ measure but what may arise from 
* the cause to which I have alluded in the Direction — ■unreason- 
able prejudices, and an abstract dislike of change, carried so far 
as to hate it even when for the better. Of the necessity of eman- 
cipating the Supreme Governnient from the drudgery of the shop 
I have already given my opinion ; and to save you and myself 
trouble upon other points, I enclose copies of several letters I have 
lately written, referring to the actual condition of India, and to 
the changes required in the mode of 'government, particularly 
where that new and different species of rule is to be tried which 
is to control clusters of states and communities, and to preserve 
them in temper and in peace without interfering with their in- 
ternal administration or arrangements. This is, believe me, under 
the most favorable circumstances, no easy machinery to conduct, 
and once out of order, almost impossible to be repaired ; yet you > 
have your choice betwixt this and an indent upon Hertford 
College and Addiscombe for one thousand writers and five thou- 
sand cadets, and Feringy Raj all over India! i 

This, perhaps, must come at last ; but it is the duty of eveiy I 
man who understands the real interests of his country to use all 
his efforts to avert it as long as possible. The Native Governments 
are abused as intolerably bad ; why, even in this view, the very 
contrast of their government with ours is strength. Make all 
India into zillahs, and I will assert it is not in the order of things, 
considering the nl^w sentiments that must be infused— the opera- 
tion (unchecked by comparison) of that dislike to rule which all ; 
human beings have, and that depression and exclusion from all I 
■ 2 B 2 ■ ' •' ' , 
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Mgli rank and fame, civil or military, of more than a crore of 
men, wliicli must be the conse(juence of the establishment of our 
direct authority — that our empire^shouH last fifty years; but if 
we can contrive to keep up a number of IsTative States without 
political power, but as royal Instruments, we shall, I believe, exist 
in India as long as we maintain our naval superiority in Europe ; 
beyond this date it is impossible. But, on the other hand, while 
we have that superiority, no European enemy (not even the re- 
doubted Russians) can shake our Eastern throne, if we have 
wisdom enough (which I doubt) not to destroy ourselves ! 


EESUETS OF CONQUEST. 

[To Major Stewart.] — The large work has Been done. India 
is subdued. The very minds of its inhabitants are for the moment 
conquered ; but neither its former history nor our experience 
warrants our expectation that these feelings will be permanent. 
We have never, during the whole period of our rule, gained a 
province by our arms in which we have not found a reaction, 
after the inhabitants were recovered from the stun of the first 
blow. Can we expect this last and greatest of our strides will be 
exempt from this evil — that the elements we have scattered, but 
not destroyed, will perish of themselves? They may; but such a 
result is against all history and all experience, and is, therefore, 
not to be anticipated. 

Though I foresee danger, I by no means intend to state that we 
may not prevent, or that we shall not conquer it ; but this I will 
aver, that the Government of India, during the next four or five 
years, will require more care, more knowledge, and more firmness 
than it has ever done since we possessed that country. With the 
means we have, the work of force is comparatively easy. Our 
^abits and the liberality of the principles of our government give 
grace to conquest, and men are for the momawif satisfied to be at 
the feet of a generous and humane conqueror. Tired and dis- 
gusted with their own anarchy, the loss of power even is not 
regretted. Halcyon days are anticipated, and they prostrate 
themselves in hopes of elevation. All these impressions made by 
the combined effects of power, humanity, and fortune, are im- 
proved to the utmost by the character of the first rule established 
over them. The agents employed by Government are generally 
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men who had acquired a name In the very scene in which they 
had to act- They are instructed to conciliate, and, unfettered by 
rules, their measures are shaped to soothe the passions and assimi- 
late with the habits and prejudices of those whom they had to 
attach to the interests or to reduce to obedience to the British 
Government. But there are many causes which operate to make 
this period of short duration. The change from it to that of a 
colder course of policy in our political agents, and the introduc- 
tion of our laws and regulations into countries immediately 
dependent ixpon us, is that of agitation and alarm. It is the 
hour in which men awake from a dream. Disgust and discontent 
succeed to terror and admiration. The princes, chiefs, and other 
principal persons who had been supported by the character of our 
first intercourse? see nothing but a system that dooms them to 
* certain decline. They have, like weak and falling men, deluded 
themselves with better hopes; but delusion is ever rendered more 
lnsu0eral;)le by bein^ of our own creation. I shall not at pre- 
sent dwell upon the means necessary to prevent or remedy these 
evils in territories subject to our own sway, but proceed to the 
question as it affects our political relations in general, and particu- 
larly those with D. R. Scindiah. I am alike an enemy to that 
minute and vexatious interference with Native States which con- 
tradicts the purpose for which we maintain them in existence, and 
lessens the power where it does not altogether destroy the utility 
of an instrument of government which the obligations of faith or 
the dictates of policy compel us to use, as I am to that system 
which, satisfied with a dependent state fulfilling the general con- 
ditions of its alliance, gives a blind support to the governing 
power, however ruinous its measures to the prosperity of the 
country and the happiness of its inhabitants. 

If policy requires that we should govern a considerable part of 
India through its native princes and chiefs, it is our duty to 
employ all our influence and all our power to strengthen, inste^m 
of weakening, these royal instruments of rule. No speculation of 
comparative improvement or better administration, should lead 
us aside from this path. The general good that is effected by our 
remaining in it must always overbalance any local benefit that 
could he derived from quitting it. If forced by circumstances to 
depart from this course, better assume the direct sovereignty of 
the country at once than leave to the mock and degraded instru- 
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ments of our power any means of avenging themselves upon a 
State wliicli renders them the debased tools of its Government. 

Those who are the supporters of a system that leaves a State, 
which our overshadowing friendship has shut out from the sun- 
shine of that splendor which once gave lustre almost to its vices, 
to die by its own hand— to perish unaided by us amid that 
putrefaction which has been produced by an internal administra- 
tion consequent to our alliance — can have no rational argument 
but that the speediest death of such Government is the best, 
because it brings them soonest to the point at which we can (on 
grounds that will be admitted as legitimate both in India and 
England) assume the country, and give it the benefits of our 
direct rule. But this is the master-evil against which we are to 
guard. Territory is coming too fast upon us. *W"e cannot pre- 
vent accessions, and the period may arrive when the whole ^ 
peninsula will be under our immediate rule; but every considera- 
tion requires this period to he delayed, and ^very effort should be 
made to regulate a march in which we must proceed. No addi- 
tional province can now be desirable but as it furnishes us with 
positive means of supporting that general peace which is alike 
essential for the prosperity of our provinces and the preservation 
of those whom it is our policy to maintain as rulers. 


APPOINTMENT TO HIGH OFPIOE OP THE MILITARY SERVANTS 
OP TEE COMPANY. 

[To Mr. Canning.] — There can be no doubt, as I am dis- 
tinctly Informed by several letters from the India House, that it 
was the circumstance of Mr. Elphinstone's being a civil servant 
which principally promoted his success. ‘ I was aware, when 
despair of obtaining military command before I was superan- 
nuated, led me to seek a civil goYernment, of all the prejudices I 
Jaad to overcome. The general objection against the elevation of 
any servant of the Company to such high station had only one 
rational ground to rest upon — that of their want of knowledge of 
the government of their own country ; or, in other words, their 
being too Indian, To remove this, I devoted four years, in which 
I might have rendered myself affluent (had that been the leading 
object of my life), to a residence in England, and a study of the 
constitution of my country, and particularly of those links which 
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connect it with its great and extraordinary empire in Asia. The 
next feeling I had to combat was one against the promotion to a 
civil government of a military servant of the Company (many 
King’s oifRcers had been raised to those high stations) ; and here, 
also, I thought I had been successful, and congratulated myself 
aiot more on the prospect of my personal advancement than at 
having contributed by my efforts to remove a bar which I had 
ever considered, both as it related to individuals and the public, 
to be as invidious as it was unjust and impolitic. Though I am 
still convinced (I must otherwise have lost my memory) that a 
great maj ority of the Court of Directors were consenting to my 
elevation, and though I am assured that I have done nothing since 
I left England that should have lessened the favor of that body, I 
could not expeSt, when circumstances led to my name being 
• brought forward in equal competition with that of a civil servant 
of the highest character, that the feelings of partiality towards 
that branch of the service would not operate to my disadvantage. 
I am very far from imputing any such wish to you; on the con- 
trary, I am assured you desired my success, and by placing me 
first on the list (piimus inter pares) you indicated that sentiment as 
far as the nature of the proceeding which you deemed it your 
duly to adopt would permit. I am, my dear Sir, compelled to 
refer the very decided preference that was given by the Court to 
Mr. Elphinstone, when our names were brought , before them in 
an official manner, to the prejudice I have noticed ; or to admit 
that his late services were greater than mine in a proportion that 
outweighed my claim, grounded on seniority, and I cannot forget 
that I had reached the highest station in the political line at the 
period when Mr. Elphinstone first entered it; and since that I 
am not disposed to admit I have been passed by any man in the 
'race.'. 

I do not mean by any observations I have made upon this 
subject to affirm that the civil service is not higher than t!f6 
military, or to represent the latter as having as officers any pre- 
tensions whatever to political or civil stations ; but when long 
employment and acknowledged competence in these branches of 
the service bring a military man prominently forward, there 
should be no bar to his promotion. When arrived at a stage 
when he can stand in such competition, he must be considered to 
have passed all those obstacles which, speaking generally, limit 
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iBen to the duties of their professions. To pursue him 'when so 
far advanced with that prejudice which formed a very proper and 
leasonable bar to his first rise, is as , unjust as it relates to the indi- 
vidual as it is unwise in reference to the interest of the State. 
This particularly applies to such an empire as that we have 
found.ed in India ; for we can dispense with no talent or expe- 
lience that is necessary for its government, and every principle 
that goes to repress a fair and honorable ambition in men, who 
desire to qualify themselves for this arduous task, is to be con- 
demned, I speak of this subject more at liberty from considering 
that I have no longer that personal interest which I had in the 
question. I am never likely to be a candidate for another Indian 
Government, 

I observe you think, if my name alone had been brought for- 
waid, that the vexy converse of the feeling I have supposed would 
have been excited that you would have been charged with a 
desiie of preferring military men exclusively to such high civil 
stations. This would have been very unjust. My nomination, 
had it occurred, would have been more of an exception to a rule 
than a precedent for one. I should have been the first Company’s 
military servant, since the appointment of Lord Clive to be 
Governor- General (a period of more than half a century), that had 
held the office of civil Goveimor on the continent of India. 


NATIVE AGENCY AND NATIVE INTRIGUE. 

• Williams.] — Leave my school whenever its prin- 

ciples become burdensome. When indolence, with all its con- 
comitants of impatience and hasty judgment seizes possession of 
your mind, then take to your hookah, drink your glass heartily, 
listen with; complacency to some artful dewan or fawning moon- 
s lee whose life is devoted to the discovery of your superior 
±«^nts, and the treachery and falsehood of the black rascals with 
whom you have concern. If (which God forbid) you ever go off 
m this style, I shall pay for you to be without my pale; but as 
^ ^e ieve you still in it, I must tell you that the great duty 
wmc 1 po itical agents in your situation owe the;,Government, is to 
eiiect good work with bad instruments. You^would have no 
merit if Sevajee were a different character; but you will have a 
great deal if, being what you represent him, you can, by kindness 
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and attention, mixed with temper and judgment, render him a 
useful ruler and good ally. Nothing can do this but ftequent 
personal communication, and strict adherence to understood prin- 
ciples, particularly with regard to the degree of interference in his 
affairs. What he seems most to want is confidence, and he has, 
evidently, many mean qualities; but if we exercise a general 
control (abstaining from all small or detail work) in a manner 
that shows nothing excites our regret or displeasure but misrule^ 
nothing meets our approbation and support but good government, 
it is almost impossible but the end we have in view must be 
gained, that is, provided we act ourselves. But the moment we 
allow khans, pundits, moonshees, or any animals to mix, there 
is a dabbling and intriguing that gives the work a perfectly new 
character. These animals fight in our name for their own objects. 

• They are acquainted with our temper and failings, and our pre- 
judices; they watch our passions, and study the very moment 
best suited to the tale that is to make the impression; then charge 
upon him, whom they desire to depreciate, the faults which their 
arts have led him to commit. 

I do not say this is the case at Baroda, but it is the case at 
most Native Courts I have seen. Using natives as much as most 
men, my life has passed in endeavours by personal labor to coun- 
teract this evil, and I have been tolerably successful; but still I 
have been often deceived. Still, I continue at my object, for it 
is one of primary importance. It is, whether we are to manage 
what remains of India, not directly under British authority, through 
national princes and their ministers, or through natives in our 
service, acting on our support, and in our name. There are cases 
where interference of this description cannot be avoided; but it 
leads direct to changes that I deprecate; and I therefore hope you 
will keep from it as long as you can. As far as my school is con- 
cerned, I shall not be satisfied its principles have had fair pla;^ 
unless an honorable disciple like James Williams gives them a 
trial for two or I will have none of your Dodojees 

Bobojees, or your pundits or your khans, to make the experiment. 


ICING-MAKIHG-— THE NEW SOVEEEIGNTY OF OUEE. 

[To Mb. Gerald Welleslet.] — “ His Majesty” of Oudo 
makes me sick. If the King of Delhi ^7as in fact an absurdity or 
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a mockery (I do not admit it was eitller)^it had its root in a 
conformance to usage, in a generous consideration of the feelings 
of fallen greatness. It wasthevene/ationof a great po wer that had 
passed away; and the superstition that continued to give homage 
to the shrine which we had addressed to propitiate our rise, was 
sanctioned hy the example of the wisest among nations. There 
was little except goodness in it. The expenditure was fully repaid 
in the return of impression, and before we came in direct inter- 
course with the imperial object of our bounty and consideration, 
all the danger, if not the embarrassment, that might under other 
circumstances have been anticipated from the inconsistency be- 
tween his name and power, had been done away, beyond, as far as 
I can judge, the most remote apprehension of its ever being 
revived. 

I have heard and read enough upon the opposite side of this 
q^uestion ; but I have seen and known enough to treat all abstract 
wisdom on such points as folly. Bacon haSfytold us what shrunken 
things the minds of most men wcaild be if stripped of their vani- 
ties and pretensions; but where would you leave states, if you 
were to knock away the thousand props, seen and unseen, by 
which they were suppoi'ted? many and some of the strongest of 
which have their foundation in what one of your wxere general 
politicians or authors would pronounce, justly enough, folly, pre- 
judice, ignorance, and absurdity. When we can get a world 
made of other compounds than the present, such a man may suc- 
ceed with his system; but while the great majority are foolish, 
prejudiced, and ignorant, it must be by conforming to their cha- 
racter, by gaining their passions and feelings, as well as what little 
reason they possess, to his side, and not by outraging them, that 
ihe great objects of Grovernment will be answered, and the founda- 
tion laid for such gradual and slow reform as a really wise man 
would alone attempt. 

But though I am for the above reasons disposed to give and 
countenance worship at an old and venerable though decayed 
shrine, would I permit others that are dependent on me to pro- 
claim their contempt of what I am content to venerate ? Would 
I create (for in this case permission is creation), a golden calf, and 
allow him to throw off his nominal subordinate title, and assume 
equality with the degraded representative of a line of monarchs 
to whom his ancestors have for ages been really or nominally 
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subject? But this question has a more serious consideration 
attached to it. The King of Oude has great means; he has 
immense treasures, numerous subjects, and an extended territory. 
Is the royal title he has been encouraged or allowed to assume 
calculated to put him more in love with his actual dependence 
upon the British Government^ or is it likely to inflate him, or 
some of his successors, with notions irreconcileable to their condi- 
tion? These opinions (which, however, are only to yourself) are, 
I believe, similar to what you entertain upon this subject. It is 
one of no slight magnitude. The matter came by surprise on me, 
and I am yet ignorant’ of the causes which led to its adoption. 
Had I been aware of such an intention, I should have urged all 
the reasons that occurred to me against it; and among these, I 
should have state^d the impolicy of disturbing a point that was at 
rest.'" 

I have heard it urged that Tippoo usurping the title of Sultan 
caused no sensation, ^vhile others have argued that a variety of 
heads divide the Mahomedans?. To the first, I answer that it 
was not the fl^ct. Tippoo became more unpopular among Ma- 
homedans from throwing off his nominal dependence upon the 
Mogul, than all the acts of his life; and on the 5th of May (the 
day after he was slain), Meer Allum solicited me to allow him to 
proceed with an immense concourse to the principal mosque, that 
he might vindicate the honor of the House of Delhi, and make 
reparation to the insulted feelings of those who (like the Nizam, 
his master) still professed allegiance to Shah Allum, by reading 
the Kutbah in that monarch’s name at the only place in India 
where it had been discontinued. With regard to the division of 
Mahomedan feelings, we have had the experience of nearly a 
century to prove it could not have had a more innocent point of 
union (if it is stated to be such) than in a common veneration for 
the powerless, pensioned representative of the family of Timoui\ 

I have that respect for both Lord Hastings and his councillors, 
that there must, I think, be strong reasons* for this act. I have 
written to Metcalfe to ask them ; and after all, it is not impugning 
the wisdom or policy of the measure, to say it has not my concur- 
rence, where it is sanctioned by that of abler men. 

The strong reasons were a crore the title wMch Lord Hastings aflowed 
01 rupees (a million sterling) which, him to bear, 
in. efiectj the Nabob Wuzeer paid for 
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IRREGULAR TROOPS. 

[To Colonel James Skinner.] — I am glad you propose to 
i give a sliort memoir of your corps.'' If written, as I have no doubt 
, it will, with the same clear conciseness, and in the same spirit of 
i modesty and truth which marks your letter to the Calcutta 
^ Journal^ it will be a most valuable document. 

^ With respect to the merits of our Irregular Horse, you know 
•my sentiments. We have both in our own service, and as auxi- 
diaries, many excellent bodies of this class of soldiers. Yours are 
the best I have ever seen of the former description, though, I 
believe, some of the Rohilla Corps are very good. But you have 
had great advantages, and have made admirable use of them. I 
do not mean to flatter when I say you are as good an Englishman 
as I know; but you are also a bTative Irregular, half-born and ^ 
fully bred amid them, understand their characters, enter into their 
I prejudices, can encourage without spoiling them, know what they 
i can—- and, what is more important — wharthey cannot do. The 
I superiority of your corps rests upon a foundation that no others 
i have. Your Ressaldars are men, generally speaking, not only of 
character, but of family. Those under them are not only their 
j military, but their natural dependents. These are links which 
' it is difficult for the mere European officer to keep up. He too 
\ often runs upon smart men, promotes (perhaps a man of low family 
and indifferent character among themselves) for some gallant 
action, and then ascribes to envy, jealousy, and all unworthy 
motives, the deficiency in respect and obedience of those under 
him, lorgetting the great distance between Regular and Irregular 
corps on this point. Your personal kindness and generosity to 
•your corps has also effected much, and I have ever found, in Hin- 
’ dostan fourteen years ago, and in Malwah during the last two, that 
every horseman of your corps considers, whether his duty re(][uires 
—•him to act against the enemy or to protect the inhabitants, that 
he has your good name in his keeping. This, I delight in ob- 
serving, is a master-motive on all occasions. 

, To conclude with my opinion upon Irregular Horse. Inde- 
pendent of the policy of keeping in pay, or in the service of our 
allies, a considerable number of this class, I do^not, on the scale 
j we now are, understand how we can operate in the field without 
, them; but everything depends on their good management. They 
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: are no more fit for tlie duties of Regular Cavalry than the latter 
: are for theirs. They are our light troops, and^ as such^ have their 
distinct place. To take them out of that is their ruin. You know 
;it is my opinion that you have gone to the very verge of making 
; bad Regulars of admirable Irregulars. 


EVILS OR TOO MUCH INTEREERENCE. 

[To Captain Toe.] — I fear if we met, you might think 
some of my principles had a spirit of indolence in them, I try 
hard to quiet what is agitated, but disturb nothing that is at all 
at rest. I adopt no measure that I can avoid which has any re- 
trospect of former events (and I style all such before 1817, taking 
that as the date ®f the establishment of our paramount power) ; 
^ not but that I see many that are good, but because I desire to be 
understood, and fear to give alarm. I should dread men saying 
to one another, Where will the interference of Malcolm-Sahib 
stop? Now, with thfs rule, I, should be frightened at talking 
about, much less acting, in any way that went to reform of rights 
and tenures of lands. In my quarter, it is a series of illegiti- 
macy, usurpation, and confusion of title, from right to left. You 
have, probably, a different scene. There is, however, one thing 
of which I am convinced, which is, the slower we go the better. 
I should be glad to make you a convert to a doctrine which, by 
diminishing your labor, would give the public a better chance of 
the continuance of your services. 


EVILS OE EIVIDED AUTHORITY. 

[To Mr. Jenkins.]— I will send you any papers I find bear? 
ing upon the management of new countries. Had you given 
your sentiments earlier about the Valley of the Nerbudda, I think 
we should hardly have had (what we seem now threatened with)'- 
countries containing the same inhabitants, divided between two 
British authorities, governing indistinct portions of the same 
people in opposite ways, both as to the form and substance of rule. 
This cannot increase their respect for either our wisdom or con- 
sistency, and must, I think, create much confusion. Your early 
report upon the subject may prevent any of these effects. But 
after all, our concern (which is every day increasing, and must 
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increase) is altogether too large and complicated for tlie existing 
form of our Government. But indolence, dislike of change, the 
dread of the Directors, the love of exercising power, even in its 
minutest fractions, will long prevent any of those great and wise 
measures which could alone avert those evils which are the natural 
concomitants of our altered condition. W e shall travel to ends ^ 
which I conscientiously believe might he safely attained in a few 
months, through years of vexation and trouble, if not danger. 

[To Mr. James Stuart.]— My present situation is, in point 
of allowance, as good as I could desire. Its duties are both large 
and important ; but you must, in your provisions for their execution 
when I go, enter more than you have yet done Jn to their nature 
and extent, or you will have collision and confusion. It is true 
what you state regarding several of the present appointments in " 
India being in actual power nearly what I suggest. But, as far 
as I can judge, much more is required, thaa has been done, before 
they can he efficient to their com*plex and increasing functions; 
but I will not revive this subject. I shall only suggest, that what- 
ever arrangements you may propose for this quarter, the day is 
yet distant when you can trust to common routine; and depend 
upon it, you can have no danger worse than the multiplication of 
petty and distinct authorities. Till the scene is more settled, you 
must have men of calibre at the remoter parts of your dominions 
whose name and weight will supply the wants of an undefined 
system. We have duties as lords paramount of quite a novel 
description, and which, to be understood, must be seen and judged 
upon the spot. I wish you could come through Mai wall on your 
way to England, and be convinced of this fact. 

[To Mr. Adam.] ■ — ^I can already perceive that I am not wrong 

the predictions I early made of the increasing difficulties that 
would come upon us when past miseries were forgotten, and the 
feelings of gratitude which states and individuals released from 
their oppressors entertained for their liberators were changed for 
those sentiments of envy and dislike, if not hatred, with which all 
who exercise rule regard those by whose power, even when pro- 
tected, they are overshadowed ; but it will depend upon your 
wisdom how far the difficulties to which I have alluded, and 
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wliicli are ^separable from yoiir power, are gradually diminislied 
or increased. 

We have, as far as I can judge, no chance of completely over- 
coming them but by constituting as a permanent part of the 
system, not as a temporary stop-gap expedient, one high and con- 
trolling authority, with ample means to manage and direct the 
* whole. The events of the last two months point out the necessity 
of this measure in a very remarkable manner. The death of the 
Nabob of Bhopal, that of the Maha-rao of Kotah, the infirm 
state of Zalim Singh, and the mutiny in Scindiah’s army, have 
set three of your political agents (all good and able men) in 
action, and each has very properly limited himself, and will con- 
tinue to limit himself, to his own work, and will form plans and 
call for troops according to his own view of the particular inte- 
r rests of which he has charge, and this in a country yet new to our 
touch, and in which interests and territories are so intermixed 
that no negotiation or operation can take place without vibrating 
through the whole. 1 can assure you that my mind has suffered 
so much lately from thinking what was expected from me, and 
how little real power I had, compared to what should belong to the 
station I fill and to my responsibility, that had I not been induced 
by other circumstances to leave India, I must have seriously 
represented my situation, with a desire to have it remedied, or a 
petition to be relieved. As it is, I can only repeat my opinion, 
that if you give any successor to me, you should make all within 
his circle obedient to his instructions. If you desire to portion out 
the management and control of the countries among Ee^dents, 
be as defined as possible in their limits and respective powers; 
then trust to their good tempers, good understanding with each 
other, and to the goodness of an all-seeing and protecting Pro- 
vidence. 

ADVICE TO A Yoma POLITICAL, 

[.To Oaptaik S- ."[—No man mistakes Ms own character 

i more than you do. You have plenty of qualifications (beyond a 
linguist), but you want spring and confidence in your own excel- 
lent abilities. All now depends upon yourself. The situation 
you are now named to will be one of use to you and the public, as 
you choose. If you do nothing unasked,— if you, dreading respon- 
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siHlity, and not being in love witb every-day exertion, limit 
yourself to a mere obedience of orders, wby, you will prevent 
harm, but do little more; but if, rousing yourself to what belongs 
to your qualities and pretensions, you take a view of the large 
tract and wild tribes assigned as a noble field for mental and 
bodily exertion, as one in which you can do yourself credit, your 
country good, and bring blessings on your name by converting to 
\ order and civilisation thousands of miserable robbers, who, while 
they are wretched themselves, are a bane to society, you will 
elevate your own character and promote the views and interests of 
Government. I expect you will do all this. You should begin 
by making yourself master of the geography of the country, and 
of the history, character, and habits of its inhabitants. I shall 
look for an early and able report upon the genefal outlines of the 
whole — minute inquiry must do the rest. 


BLESSING OF SELF-CONTENT. 

[To Gaft AIN Ton.] — On the subj ect of ambition I may speak, 
as I have been all my life an aspirant. I think on that beyond all 
other matters in life. We are the makers or destroyers of our own : 
peace of mind and happiness. It is the habit we give ourselves of! 
thinking upon such subjects, or the way in which we view them, 
that makes every occurrence in an ambitious man’s life a subject 
of regret or consolation. 

I have, through a breach of promise in rulers, the intrigues of 
opponents, and the defection of friends, seen a person who was not 
only my junior by twelve years in the political line, but had been’ 
under me, supersede my fair and recognised claims to a Govern- 
ment. I have seen another officer, whose pretensions, though 
great, were publicly placed by the Indian Minister below mine^ 
raised to a Government for which I was declared not eligible. I 
my friends are in indignation, but I am neither in a rage nor 
disappointed. Two most able men who were behind me have by 
accident (my self-love persuades me) shot ahead; but the race is 
not over. The day’s work is not done. Besides, how many hun- 
dreds have I beaten ? It is folly, according to my doctrine, that 
makes us unhappy. It is presumption and air over-estimate of 
ourselves that renders us disappointed. This is my course of 
reasoning ; it may he wrong, but it keeps mein spirits. You may 
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Imre formed schemes whioli are not realised. But take a view of 
the past and the future. Look to the altered condition of India. 
You will find yourself on a high step of a large ladder, the top of 
which you may in time expect to reach; Tbut both your happiness 
and success depends upon your being at rest with your own 
mind. 


GAMBLING IN THE ARMY. 

[To I must now take a liberty with you, which is less 

authorised by the length of our acquaintance than the impression 
I have received of your character. I am well acquainted with all 
the delicacy that is requisite for a person in my situation inter- 
fering, either by advice or otherwise, with what passes in private 
society amongst those who are in the performance of all their 
public duties under his orders and control; but there is in such 
matters a right of friendship which should be exercised to the 
utmost before there car? be a ground for other admonition; and I 
confess my habits are such, and I go so far in the enjoyment and 
in the delight of seeing others enjoy every social pleasure that is 
within limits, that it is harder for me to draw the line than for 
many others. But, on the other hand, my known propensities and 
my hearty participation in every amusement must give me more 
claims, than a mere dry stick would have, to be heard as the advo- 
cate of moderation in our pleasures. 

My friend Ludlow had, I know, much talk with you and your 
good chum the Colonel upon this subject, and it is the report he 
made of your being his warm auxiliary that leads me to write you 
in the confidential manner I now do, preferring that to a direct 
communication with Colonel — — , for whom, both privately and- 
publicly, I have that regard, that I am really alarmed at the idea 
of hurting and annoying him. But as I do conceive that the ex- 
ample and encouragement given by a man of his standing, cha* 
racter, and popularity keep up the ball more than anything else, 
I must say one or two words to him through your friendly me- 
■'dium.r 

I neither have nor ever had any quarrel with that moderate card- 
playing which men can afford; but when it goes higher, and when 
nights are passed at the devil’s books and dice, and when young 
men lose in one sitting what must distress them for months, if not 
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years, I caimot be mdifferent. The tome of eyery society depends 
upon a feyr, and whaterer a spirit of independence may sug- 
gest; the example of their senior^ has great weight. The high 
qualities of our friend the Colonel as a soldier, his excellent 
temper and warm heart, have made him altogether a man whom a 
younher, and some older than younkers, would be as glad to follow 
to the loo or dice-table as to the charge. And yet I am sure, 
when he gives way to those rooted habits to which we are all 
more or less slaves, he must at times be as much annoyed at the 
inroads which gambling and bad hours make upon health, habits, 
and, I must add, good discipline, as any man in the universe. 
Do, my dear sir, add your influence to mine to make him refrain 
from a course which, in the end, must hurt himself, and, what a 
man of his feelings will feel more, may seriously" injure others. I 
am not a Eadieal I want only a temperate reform, to which ^ 
we might hope to gain others. You will, I know, give me all 
your aid. 

I do not write on this subject without experience, or without 
interest. I have been, in my very early years, the victim of such 
habits, and was only saved by the combined workings of distress 
from debt, and a strong call from men of whose regard I was 
proud, and who added to the respect I owed them as superiors all 
the claims of friendship. 

Now, as you know, 1 am fond of my rubber at whist, and bil- 
liards, and my race ; but both my feeling and my duty are so 
much against gambling to any extent that can injure men, that 
I look-forward with regret to the necessity of limiting my own en- 
joyments, lest I should be misquoted here or elsewhere. 


ABTICE TO A YOUHO OPEICEB. 

[To CoBXET M— — .] — I have received your letter, and am 
|fleased with it. There are some points on which you are wrong. 
A young man like you should never be balancing about climate 
or expenses. If you are wanted to survey — if you get one 
hundred rupees, fifty rupees, or nothing — you should volunteer. 
Calculation about difference of expenses is stuff' and nonsense. 
If you cannot carry a large tent, take a Goorklia and pitch under 
a tree. Instead of two or three horses and twenty followers, take 
one horse and five or six men. Instead of good dinners and the 
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&c., &c,5 of Hindostan, tate jour curry and rice. It sliould 

Ibe your pride to be above all tliese luxuries, and to give yourself 
up to the judgment of your superiors and the dictates of zeal. 
These are, however, points depend upon your disposition ; 

but you must try and alter that, if it leads you out of the track 
^ ; which can alone ensure success. 

COMPULSOEY COLLECTION OP SUPPLIES. 

[To Colonel Ludlow.] — I allow no commissary or any other 
person to employ liurkarahs or chuprassies in anyway but carry- 
ing letters, or with their own cattle. They must never he seen in 
any communication with the natives of the country either to obtain 
cattle, labourers, or grain. The Government money and private 
money will obtain these in tbe only way that I can ever consent 
" to their being obtained. It must be an extraordinary emergency 
of real service that will ever make me infringe upon this priiicipie* 
I will not do it to save? any money or trouble, or to accommodate 
the public service, or to save John Company’s cash. You say no 
person employs chuprassies but those that have a right. I know 
of no man in Mai wall that has a right to send one into the country 
for any purpose that implies the least interference with the free- 
dom of the natives to give or to refuse to give anything they 
have ; and I must entreat of you to abstain as much as you pos- 
sibly can from aiding the Commissariat or any public officer with 
your influence by applying to the vakeel or any local officer. I did 
this at first, but have left off. I employ no hurkarahs. Colonel 
Houstoun sends none into the country ; and every one of the Com-' 
missariat that were caught going from their exact duty have been 
flogged ; so that set are now in as good order as others. If we ^ 
want to inspire that confidence among the natives which will secure 
us spontaneous service and abundant supply, we must refrain from 
the exercise of our commanding influence. If we commence witl^ 
the latter, it is like the use of strong liquors— dram must succeed 
dram, and the bad habit daily grows worse. 


ADVICE TO AN OLD OPPIGEE. 


[To Colonel do not yet know the plan that is in 

c ^ Colonel — had asked Malcolm to recommend him to Government as liis 
blicccssort 

2c 2 
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contemplation for the fulfilment of my numeroiis duties 
depart (which I soon shall), much less the person or persons meant 
for them. It is a subject on which I cannot intrude the name of 
any friend, as I feel it belongs exclusively to Lord Hastings to de- 
termine on those he thinks best fitted to the charge. I must, 
however, add my opinion that, while your rank and pretensions 
make it impossible you should commence a political career in a 
subordinate station, you will have to encounter inany and serious 
•difficulties before you can, at a single leap, obtain one of the first 
situations in the line. 

It is very painful to me, my dear , to he obliged to throw 

cold water upon the hopes of one whose disappointments have been 
already so great; but if you are of the same temperament you 
were in former days, you will forgive anything but coldness and 
insincerity, and in the full confidence that your feelings and cha- r 
racter are unchanged from what I knew them, I will add my 
opinion upon the conduct you should purst^. You have, for your 
'period of service, been fortunate to rank— you held the highest 

station, and your efforts in it have established your character, par- 
ticularly with the army to which you belong. You were forced 
to resign station to obtain health. In the latter object (which is 
above all others) you have succeeded. You may have sacrificed 
fortune, and find some difficulty in educating a family; but, after 
all, what is there appalling in your prospects if you view them 
with confidence; but it is essential for your happiness, as well 
as your reputation, that you should not sink into an omedwar 
or expectant. If the gentlemen at Calcutta have nothing for you, 
join your corps, and show, as you easily can, how qualified you 
; are to command. Accommodate (I speak with all the freedom of 
an old friend) your expenses and establishment to your condition, 

• and give an example that no man can, whatever situation he may 
have held, be above the cheerful performance of his duties in his 
rank in the army. Take this course, and you will feel relief from 
that irksome state of mind which attends a life of expectation. 

I have traced for you the exact course I took myself when I last 
arrived in India. I obtained a month’s leave to stay at Madras 
and a nomination to a corps (which secured me a brigade) in 
General Doveton’s force. Though I had despai:ches I would not 
intrude myself. I was, however, called to Calcutta, and you 
Irnow what has followed; but if it had been otherwise, I should 
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have gone to the old drill with as much heart as I did to larger 
work, because I should have had a pride in my independence, 
mixed with a confidence that, from the knowledge all had of my 
former services^ and the fact that I was still competent to equal 
exertions, I must get on one way or another. You are (though 
perhaps in a different line) just as certain of getting on as I 
was; so, for God^s sake, look at the service with heart, and do not 
present them an officer of your character and pretensions in the 
attitude of a rejected solicitor for every vacant situation. De- 
pend upon it, if you do not neglect yourself, you are not of that 
stamp that can be long neglected by others. 


EVILS OF PRECIPITATE EEEOEM. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* / ■ ' , 
[To Mr. Adam,] — It should have been a leading principfe 

ifom the first, and having departed from it, you should recur to it, 
when opportunity offers, to have kept your old and new posses- 
sions distinct in the n-^^des of rule. This was of vital importance 
where the latter contained a half-barbarous and turbulent popula- 
tion. I have been, my dear Adam, since I was fourteen (and 
that is nearly thirty-seven years), in India. The politics of that 
country have been my constant study for twenty-six of these 
years, and I need not tell you what opportunities I have enjoyed 
of forming a judgment of future events from experience of the 
past; but I will call to your mind that in almost every instance 
(Mysore excepted, where every pains was taken to avert the evil) 
when we have had an accession of territory, or of tributaries and 
dependents, as the result of a successful war, there have followed 
vexatious and expensive litigation, if not war, to complete the con- 
quest. I am quite assured that in nine cases out of ten this has- 
been caused by an unwise precipitation in the process of amal- 
gamating our new countries with our old. This general prin- 
ciple I have stated never required such attention as at this mo- 
ment, when we have boldly and wisely avowed ourselves the 
arbiters and lords paramount of India, and when all, but particu- 
larly the higher classes, watch with tremulous anxiety every act 
even of a subordinate local authority. There is no country where 
this applies so strongly to as Rajpootana, and no country I hawe 
seen requires so fouch of your care to prevent years of serious and. 
harassing trouble. 
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I contend that different habits and different principles of action 
are essential to establish and maintain the peace and prosperity of 
the country lately come under our control^ provided always it is 
your desire to protra<it the existence of their present princes and 
chiefs; if not, and you covet direct rule, yours is decidedly the 
best plan, and you have only, if a vacancy occurs at Delhi, to 
appoint an able, but obstinate judge, and my word for the rapid 
extension of your territories, for not a day will pass in which the 
rude Eajpoots, Meenahs, Mhairs, Goojurs, and Bheels of Western 
India will not commit some unpardonable outrage, violate all law, 
contemn established authority, plunder property under British pro- 
tection, and compel a moderate and just but firm Government to 
vigorous action to punish and destroy offenders in order that a 
salutary example may be afforded, and our ifisiilted name and 
authority vindicated ! • 

This is all very fine and very proper, when all these matters are 
understood, hut the more I see, the mor^I doubt the justice as 
well as the policy (to say nothingrof the humanity) of applying all 
these flourishing terms and logical conclusions to the poor people 
to whom they are applied. The great object is to make them 
sensible of the character of the offence for which they are pun- 
ished. The degree of turpitude must ever depend much upon 
men*s motives, and these must be studied more than the acts of 
guilt and outrage, before a remedy can be applied. I confess my- 
self (but do not let out the secret to the Lord in Council) l am a 
notorious compounder of felony, I consider in my continued 
collisipn with rogues, great and small, of every description, that 
I represent a State which can afford every sacrifice of form, so that 
the substance of its high name and power is not injured, I have 
"done more than this— I have bred a tolerably large school to the 
same habits, and I have persuaded myself that by such a proceed- 
ing alone the peace can be kept, and our power gradually but 
firmly established over the minds as well as bodies of the na- 
tives of this quarter; but with all this I am satisfied that success 
depends upon all employed working in the same manner and to- 
wards the same objects, and upon our system continuing to have 
its own character unblended with any other, 

[To Mb. Molobt.] — In my letter to you, I recollect the 
nonsensical remarks upon a Calcutta civilian which followed my 
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request for Mr. Mackenzie’s'^ papers, and tliis lias naturally led to 
your thinking I associated him with the personage I described. 
God forbid! He has^ from iny meeting, when a younker, with his 
yirtuous and able father, t an hereditary ciiim on my respect. I 
have merely seen him, but am fully informed of his talent, and the 
paper you enclosed is an excellent specimen of the character of his 
inind. No; my dreaded man was one of your Barlows or your 
Dowdeswells, just those the errors of whose well-intended but mis- 
taken efforts the labor of the life of your able friend must be 
given to correct. It is, however, consoling to see the good work 
begun; to see the cautious diffidence of knowledge^ modifying 
and revising, where it cannot alter or destroy, the rash innovations 
and erroneous measures of presumption and ignorance. The men 
who, with their hew systems and improvements, proceeded to the 
demolition of the most ancient, I might almost say sacred, institu- 
tions of India, were virtuous and able ; but in acting without 
local and minute exp^erience, in venturing to legislate for mil- 
lions of human beings and countries with whom they were im- 
perfectly acquainted, they showed both ignorance and presump- 
tion. Bold in personal rectitude, and proud of superior light to 
other public servants, they forgot, in their conscientious hurry to 
give their Government the full benefit of their purity and wis- 
dom, every principle by which a sensible man proceeding in 
such a great task should regulate his proceedings, and what 
with their simplifications and generalisations they have precipi- 
tated us into a fine mess. What a comment Mr. Mackenzie's 
excellent paper is upon their measures ; and all the principles he 
lays down are, I am glad to say, familiar to the highest authori- 
ties in England. The subject has been long studied, and is fully 
understood at the Board of Control. Though there may be noW 
and then an individual whose travelled mind can dispense with 
those mechanical aids which the mass require, I will not give up 
the opinion which gave rise to this discussion— the expediency, 
nay, necessity for every public servant of Government being com- 
pelled to have part of his early education in active duties in the 
revenue and judicial service, but particularly the former, and 
there is no one act of my friend Sir Thomas Munro that I admire 

^ Mr. Holt Macl^enzie. Tlie refer- •}* Henry Mackenzie, the author of 
once is to some papers on the settle- ih^ Man of Meling, 
ment of the north-western proTinces. 
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so much as his sweeping Madras of all the young gentlemen^ who 
had fixed themselves in garden-housesj as the inheritors elect of the 
future offices of secretaries, councillors, &c. They must now, 
thank God, go through country work, and learn from personal 
ohservation the men, and their habits, for whom they are to 
legislate. 

Your account of your principal towns, &c., is very acceptable 
to me* Pray add, hereafter, any memorandum you make or re- 
ceive from others. If you can send me any more of Mr. Mac- 
kenzie’s papers I shall be greatly gratified, or if you could get me 
one or two of the best answers, such as were minute, it would be 
a great favor, for though on the wing for England, I cannot de- 
tach my mind from a concern in which I take such deep interest 
as the future administration of this vast empire. * 


EHFLOYMEKT OF HATIVES OE INDIA IX THE PUBLIC SEBVICE. 

["To Me. J. Young.] — I have’ not ten rupees per mensem to 
give any man, and all I could have must, according to my leading 
principles, he given to local claimants. I v/ork, and this is a great 
secret of my success, with the materials I find on the spot, and 
allow myself no latitude except that of a selection from them. 

I regret as deeply as you, or any man can, that there is no 
opening for natives. The system of depression hecomes more 
alarming as our power extends, but the remedy is not in raising 
to rank or influence our servants, moonshees, &c., however good ; 
we must, or we cannot last, contrive to associate the natives with 
us in the task of rule, and in the benefi ts and gratifications which 
accrue from it. I had hoped to see great advances made in 
progress to this object, by measures being adopted that would at 
least lay the foundation of a gradual but real reform in our ad- 
ministration. I do not quarrel with that prudence or wisdom that 
has taken a different view of this subject, and allowed an oppor- 
tunity to pass that may not soon return, for in a Government so 
constituted as this, it is only by the local authority taking ad- 
vantage of circumstances and emergencies at the moment, tliat 
good can ever be done. No general plan, however wise and 
gromded, will ever be able to work its way aifiid the shoals of 
prejudice, ignorauce, and jealousy that exist in what the Persians 
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call the Sea of Power — England. It is this conviction that 
limits my future amhition to contentment in a retired life with my 
family. 

EOOTIlSra OUT COEEUPTION — METCALFE AND HYDEBABAD. 

[To Mr. Adam.]— You can well conceive the pleasure I have 
had in meeting with Metcalfe. You will readily conjecture the 
subjects relative to past and present times on which our conversa- 
tion turned. You could not have sent a fitter man to the scene in 
which he is employed. The first efiect produced by the contrast 
of our friend’s modes^ principles, and character^ to those of the late 
occupant of the palace at Hyderabad, must have been consider- 
able ; and it will be completed by nearer observation. For both 
^ his manner and proceedings are calculated to impress black and 
white with a conviction of the absence of nonsense and vanity, 
and the presence of reason and virtue.. 

He has a hard task to perform, and will require strong and de- 
cided support. I know well that, as far as this depends upon you, he 
will receive it; but it is an occasion on which you owe it to your- 
self, and to the public, to allow no feelings of personal considera- 
tions to interpose with your duty. There are two modes in which 
the fences necessary to protect the great empire are most exposed 
to be broken down; and these must be defended, or all that gives 
beauty and permanence to the structure is lost. The first is by 
the introduction of a spirit of money-making (not saving) amongst 
the public servants. The next is irregular and undefined patron- 
age. These must lead everywhere (as they have at Hyderabad) 
to usury and jobbing. The mode in which Metcalfe is proceeding 
to eradicate the first of these evils is marked by good sense and 
consideration. The latter I almost think with you he has carried 
too far. I shall say nothing regarding what you have done, or 
rather what you (I speak here of Government) have not done.^ I . 
know the course of such matters too well to make me doubt for a 
moment the ultimate success of his representations and recom- 
mendations upon this subject. With regard to the patronage 
question, he will, I am assured, proceed with an equal, calm, and 
finn step till he has repaired the breach that has been made, and 
given to this irregular concern all of shape and of principle that 
it is capable of receiving; nor will he be deterred from the task by 
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its being ungracious andj indeed, invidious. How tliankful I am 
(now tliat I have had a near view of the whole scene) that I did 
not succeed to this labor ; for to me it would have been attended 
with some very painful feelings. Yet I must have gone through it 
with a wish neither to offend nor injure, but with a resolution that 
would not have permitted me to deviate one inch from what I 
deemed the path of rigid duty, to please or benefit anyman inthe 
universe. Metcalfe belongs to the same school as myself, and will 
do the work as well, and perhaps better than I could. At this I 
rejoice; and I am assured you will rejoice also, for its being done 
must have been the object that led you to desire his appointment. 

In his effort to repair the Nizam’s finances, or rather to save 
him from ruin, and to redeem our character from the obloquy to 
which it has been so long exposed, Metcalfe has"' gone differently 
to work from what I should; he has acted from the impulse of ^ 
necessity, and has commenced by an endeavour to save the Prince 
and the Ryuts from the imposition and oppression of the shameless 
and notorious Minister (with his whole train of mean and corrupt 
officers) whose unprincipled and ruinous administration we have 
so long supported. He thinks his plan can extend over all 
the Nizam’s dominions, without its leading to their being soon 
added to the vast possessions of the Company (for the latter is not 
Metcalfe’s object), I doubt this; and while I admit the expe- 
diency of all that has been yet done— as it will have the double 
effect of giving information essential as the ground of future mea- 
sures, and of convincing the gentlemen at Hyderabad that we are 
serious J[n our resolution to effect reform— I am an advocate for 
the adoption of a system that would extend as far as practicable to 
all classes in the country, including the highest and lowest of its 
rogues. The personal characters of the Nizam and his Minister 
are the great obstacles to this course; and the effect of misrule 
and oppression for the last twenty years is said to have killed 
* whatever of virtue or of talent there might formerly have been in 
the Deccan. These are the grounds on which Metcalfe despairs 
of finding instruments such as would be necessary to carry on my 
plans ; but nevertheless I would attempt it, for I am convinced it 
is the only mode by which we can hope to keep alive (and that 
with me should be the paramount object) the Native Government. 

I have stated fully to Metcalfe the reasons which lead me to 
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differ from him ; but I must add, that if any man could succeed 
in the line he has taken of securing revenue to the sovereign and 
justice to the cultivator without further interference or encroach- 
ment, he will, for his mode of doing his work is so quiet and un- 
ostentatious that it is quite calculated to disarm jealousy and 
pride. But then it is essential to success that he should be left 
alone to do his own work in his own manner, and will you con- 
tinue to leave him alone ? Will the authorities in England not 
interfere? Will not the measures he takes, or recommends on other 
matters, raise a clamor amongst the discontented, the interested, 
or the corrupt? And will not these causes combine to disturb 
his proceedings? 

All these considerations I have urged upon Metcalfe as worthy 
of his attention f but I have given you a sufficient dose of Hyder- 
abad. Let us be glad that a change (no one could be for the 
worse) is in progress, and let me in particular exult that it is in 
the pure and able hands of one that belongs to a school of which 
I have lived to be the aoknowjedged father. 


I think that from these extracts a just impression may 
he gathered of Sir John Malcolm’s opinions on most of 
the leading questions of Indian policy and administra- 
tion, which were at that time uppermost in the minds of 
our statesmen. More than a third part of a century has 
passed since the letters from which they are taken were 
written; and the progress of Time and Circumstance 
has abundantly shown both the truth of his predictions 
and the value of his warnings. On one point especially 
I am desirous that these opinions should not be misun- 
derstood. He was profoundly convinced that the ab- 
sorption of all the Native States of India was an evenf — ' 
or rather a succession of events— so clearly marked out 
by Providence on the map of the Future, that no human 
resolutions could prevent its consummation. He knew 
that, sooner or later, these States would, by their own 
rashness or their own corruption, forfeit their title to 


396 


GORRBSPONDBNCE. 


independence ; and he believed that the British Govern- 
ment ought not then to shrink from asserting itself as the 
paramount power, and thus securing its own safety and 
the happiness of a misgoverned people, by assuming the 
administration of a State no longer competent to the ma- 
nagement of its affairs. But he saw clearly what were 
the uses of the Native States ; he sympathised largely 
with the fallen princes and chiefs of India; and he desired 
to aid them in the work of self-government by leading 
them to a right understanding of their duties. He was 
anxious, therefore, that nothing should he done to hasten 
on the inevitable hour of their extinction.. If they could 
be taught to possess themselves in peace and good-will 
towards their neighbours, and to govern well and wisely 
for the benefit of their people, so much, said Sir John 
Malcolm, the better. But continued failure, in one or 
other of these respects, he knew would bring down upon 
the Native States, one after another, the judgment of 
the Lord Paramount, and he conceived that in such a 
case we ought not to shrink from asserting the supremacy 
which Providence had placed in our hands. That this 
was his creed may be gathered from the letters which I 
have quoted in this chapter. And it is the creed of all 
right-thinking men. 


OVEELAND TO ENGLAND. 


397 



CHAPTER X. 

* OVEELAND TO ENGEAIID. 

[ 1821 — 1822 .] . 

»BP.iETTOE FEOM BOMBA?— YOtAGE TO BGYBT— JOtTENEY TO CAIBO— IHTEE- 
VIEV YTIin MEHEMET ALI— INCIDENTS IN THE MEDITEBEANEAN — NAEEES 
AND BOMB — SYriTZEELAND AND EBANCE — POST-HASTE TO ENGLAND. 

The first day upon board-sfiip was to Malcolm a sad 
one. Althougli Ms face was turned towards Lome^ — al- 
tbougli he was on the way to regain his lost treasures — 
he could not help feeling that he had left many good and 
true friends behind Mm in India j so he recorded in his 
journal that it was with a heavy heart he saw those, who 
had come on board to bid him farewell, go over the side of 
the vessel, and that what with the flurry of his spirits and 
the confinement of Ms cabin, he passed a sleepless nighi 
But the morrow found him elate with thoughts of the 
prospects before him, and rejoicing in the quietude apd 
relaxation of sea-life. The incidents of his voyage were 
few— and those few of the old complexion— a shark and 
a man overboard being the chief. A few characteristic 
passages culled from Ms journal may, however, be given 
here to keep tip the sequence of the narrative ; 
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December 4.- — Had a, good night’s rest, and was in the highest 
spirits to have broken the chain, and to find myself released 
from the load of public duties, the^ crowd of public servants, the 
attentions of friends, the calls of acquaintances, the bustle of Indian 
life, private and public hospitality, horses, carriages, and half a 
hundred domestics — well seated in a small but airy cabin, with 
my good and faithful English servant, Charles^ my sole attendant, 
four trunks all my baggage, and an Arabian horse my only 
animal, with a fair breeze, steering for old England, with hopes— 
I may say certainties — of more enjoyment than most men^ But I 
will not dwell upon it more than to say that I go with, I trust, an 
humble and a grateful heart to that Providence which has enabled 
me to go through this last scene of my labors in India in a manner 
that has been most fortunate. I leave that counfry with the ap- 
probation, testified in flattering orders, of those under whom I 
acted, and of my own government, Fort St. George. I have 
had, added to that, attentions from the compaunity at Bombay far 
beyond those ever given to any man of my rank and station, and 
I have, thank God, an approving conscience, which tells me I have 
done my best ; and all this happy departure is crowned with the 
reflection that this combination of success and of public and 
private approbation will give pleasure and pride to Charlotte and 
our dear children ; for I can honestly say that the thoughts of my 
praises reaching their ears give me a thousand times the delight 
I ever experience when they first reach my own. 

December 12-13. — The only remarkable events of these two 
days were harpooning a porpoise, which broke the harpoon, and a 
horrible roll the ship took, which upset all that was upsettahle in 
her, I proceed most monotonously with my lessons in Italian, 
and besides having made some progress in the grammar, have 
read forty pages of an account of Naples. I have, however, made 
an effort in rhyme, which, please God, shall be entered to-morrow. 

December 14. — I am no poet, but I love rhyming, and I have 
ever cherished a disposition to versify. It is good in many ways. 
It improves a man in writing prose, for it forces a selection of 
words that becomes habitual. . It improves the ear, and renders 
it more sensible to inelegances of expression. It is also good, as it 
exercises the imagination^ and when the lines add to smoothness 
a happy expression of feeling, and impart pleasure to those for 
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wkose gratification they were intended, the small talent of versifi- 
cation has effects that render it a happy and an enviable one. It 
gives delight to those we love, and the means employed are all of 
an elevating nature. They carry both the giver and the receiver 
into regions of sentiment, if not romance, which may, in their 
relation to the coarser earth on which we dwell, be called the 
pleasure-ground of life; and though it would be idle and unpro- 
fitable to remain always in them, it would be folly in him who 
possessed them not to wander there sometimes, to lose the world 
and himself among their pure streams and deep shades. Such 
hahits will, I believe, tend not only to sweeten the cup of life, 
but to invigorate the understanding. A man will return with 
new spring to the common cares and concerns of this world, but, 
at the very least, lie will have gained for himself and others some 
♦ pleasurable moments of existence. Such is the train of reasoning 
with which I persuade myself to give every now and then an 
hour or two to idle rhyme. I may account it as one of the most 
remarkable proofs I have of my incessant occupation during the 
last four years, that I have not written one line, except a song to 
commemorate the battle of Assye. 

Decewiher 18.— We had expected to reach Mocha in t-welve or 
fourteen days, but were disappointed, being exactly seventeen. 

December 20. — W ent on shore at Mocha early in the morning. 
Found a horse ready, sent for me by the Governor, and being 
mounted, took the opportunity, with Captain Hutchinson as my 
guide, to look at the town and its environs. Remained in the 
factory, seeing numbers of the inhabitants, till four o’clock, when, 
after a short visit to the Governor, we returned on board, and up 
anchor. The following are a few notes I made in iny hurried 
visit to the shore : 

We noticed in the sandy streets of the suburbs 

several children’s graves, with a ridge of sand over them and a 
small branch of date to mark the head. In India, premature births 
are buried in streets. 

Captain Hutchinson had just informed me that whenever he 
came suddenly, and without their observing, upon any men of 
the Arab tribes who dwell in the* vicinity of Mocha, they inva- 
riably laid their hands upon their sword, and sometimes drew 
it; but the moment they saw who he was, they indicated, by 
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putting tlieir Ws to their Hearts, or giving a slap on the ftigh, 
that this act of hahit or usage was remote from feelings ol hos- 
tility; andindeed they were heyond all the other natives oml and 
attentive. As I entered Mocha, a respectable-looking Arab who 
met me drew his sword, and assumed a position as if of defence. 

I looked at him and smiled, on which he immediately ma e_ an 
obeisance, with a look of kindness that showed he had no bad 
intention. He, however, kept his sword drawn, apparently to 
prevent insult from the rabble of boys and blackguards who>d 
accompanied me on my ride from hopes of chanty, and in others 

^^Oiptoin Hutchinson told me, during the ride, of an extraordinary 
usage at Mocha. When the dates are ripe, a large stone is put on 
the head of a child of five or six years of age, tod one orbwo ot 
the best marksmen fire at it with ball. When knocked off, great - 
ioy is testified by the spectators. Two or three dollars are given to 
the child, and ten or twelve to the marksmen. Captain Hutchin- 
son has not seen this ceremony, but means to do so next year, 
and to ascertain how far any fraud is practised. He never heard 
of any accident to the child. Sheikh Abdul Ruzzeen, a respectable 
merchant, told Mr. Ferguson that the boy is placed at thirty-one 
yards, and the stone on his head, about three inches above it. 
The mark is generally hit at the first shot. Only two or three 
iTien are allowed to fixe. 

On the 21st of December, having taken in water and 
replenished their stock, they set sail again ; bnt soon en- 
countered baffling winds and bad weather, and passed 
their Christinas in drear discomfort. 


December 24.— Strong unfavorable wind from the northward. 
Sliip rolls and pitches enough to make me dead sea-sick. Poor 
Sultan very uncomfortahle, but seeing him likely to fall, from 
having what sailors call “too much play,” confined him by astud- 
ding-rail boom with its sail wrapped round, which squeezed him 
very comfortably against the side of the vessel, and made a fall 

impossible. , . . 

December 55.— Last night very had; and wliat with reehng, 
double-reefing, down topgallant -yards, luffing, swearing, the 
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blowing of boisterous winds, and tlie bigb waves of angry waters, 
Iliad no sleep, and got up sea-sick to death. Charles, who is 
always the same, had laid out new pantaloons, white waistcoat, 
laced jacket, and smart cap, and I put them on as a duty to the 
dayv Merry Christmas P’ was the salutation from all quarters. 
I repeated it, but saw no one merry but the ship, who danced at a 
most lively rate. 

As I could not remain in the dark cabin below, and it was 
almost impossible to keep one’s legs upon deck, I felt grateful for a 
small place the captain directed to be made for me to lie in, upon 
deck, between two guns. My bed was some flags, and I was 
secured on one side by the bulkhead of the vessel, and on the 
other by a capstan-bar. Here I lay, and with a sheet of paper 
and a pencil annifeed myself by writing some nonsensical lines to 
» my dear little children ; and I really think I shall be more gra- 
tified by the smiles this chicken flight may one day excite in their 
faces, than by all the approbation given to the higher soarings of 
the Muse. , 

Decemher 26.— Still contrary wind, hut rather moderated, and 
we are becoming more accustomed to this tossing about. We 
have had for these last few days a great number of locusts blown 
on board, and the numbers of these insects that have passed the 
ship head is incredible. They have appeared for four or five 
hours floating past in heaps, and look at a distance like a red 
bank, above a mile long. is an ill wind that blows nobody 
good,” and the inhabitants of Egypt, Arabia, or Abyssinia (God 
knows to which land they belong), are freed by the gale that 
plagues us from these locusts, who appear drowned in numbers 
sufficient to have made a famine in a day wherever they had 
alighted. I have a native of Bussorah who looks after my horse,* 
who has amused all the ship by the voracious manner in which he 
eats the locusts. It is indifferent to him whether they are dead or 
alive (boiled or raw); he plucks off the wings, legs, and a piece of 
the head, then eats them with great relish. He tells me that they 
are in Arabia deemed a dainty by man and beast, and told me to 
try Sultan. I did, and was surprised to see the horse eat the 
locusts so greedily. ^^He has learned it in Arabia,” said his 
keeper (Ahmed).. ^ 

27.— Still contrary wind, but towards the evening, 
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ou our standing in tire land, it shifted two or three^points to the 
eastward of north, and.enahled us to make ^ good start _ .... 

I remarked the moon (three days old) last night, _and the planet 

Venus, to he brighter than eTer I had seen them in my life ; and 

to-day! at two ohlock E.M., I saw both -imte distinct with the 
naked eye. This, I am told, is remarkable. 

Member 28 .--A foul wind; as we tacked at sunset saw the 

^^I^OTgof ^to^nention that I saw and examined one of the 
Doulahl horses at Mocha, which had lately been brought fiom 
S. t -md was evidently of that breed of fine animals of which 
he wesW. fifteen h»as Ugh, of lofty ceeft, 

round-barrelled, very short-backed, andtail wellset on ; apparenfty 

gentle, and of good action. His legs were nc*^ so good as the 
Arab, but seemingly from that breed, but of improved ^ze. ^ 
Horses are constantly brought from Abysnnia, and these or then 
cross must often pass for the Mocha Arabian. This horse and all 
others at Mocha were hogged. On inciuify, I was told numbers 
of fine horses might be obtained from Senfiiv but in part prevented 
by the Doulah taking the best at his owh price. ^ _ 

December 31 .— We had a fine land wind from the Arabian 
coast this morning at two A.M., and by_its aid made forty-two 
miles of latitude. Our spirits, which rise and fall with our 
breeze, pretty high to-day. Transcribed three public letters, one 
requesting a pension for Mahomed Hussein Khans (my late 
moonshee’s) family; the other regarding the Guickowar contingent 
in Malwah ; and the third respecting military roads from Bombay 
and B*aroaoh to Central India. I have enlarged in this letter on 
their very great importance, both for military purposes, and those 
-bf good and liberal government all over India. _ 

January 1 , 1822 .— Happy new year I As the day is pleasant 
and the ship quiet, l am not miserable; but I do trust my next 
" rifew year will be much happier spent, as I purpose it shall, witfi 
my dear family. I was awoke at ten o’clock at night by a bustle 

on deck. At first I thought it a shoal, but soon heard it rras 
caused by a native (a Lascar) having fallen overboard. ^ He 
sliouted loud and often for aid, and the boat, which was quickly 
let down, reached him before he had been ten minutes in the 
water, but just as he was sinking. “ He had the goggles in his 
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tliroat when we came up — but we first gave him an oar, and then 
grabied him,” was the description which the coxswain (a rough 
sailor) gave of their success in saving him« 

Jawwara/ 2.— Light and baffling winds, I this day finished the 
perusal of Forsythes Travels in Italy.’’ It is in strong contrast 
to Eustace.* As learned as a classical scholar, and much more 
skilled in architecture, he comes often with advantage on the 
same ground as the Catholic priest; but if the latter is prejudiced 
by his education and religion, the former has not escaped the 
opposite effects of his. Even when detailing their good works, he 
speaks of monks and popes like a Presbyterian. I was, however, 
only once satisfied that Eustace had a complete victory over him. 
It is in the description of Cardinal York, In whose character and 
habits they both mgree ; but Eustace paints it with equal taste and 
feeling, while the picture of my countryman is destroyed by one 
vulgar, if not unfeeling, touch. He talks of the attentions and 
frequent visits of Prince Augustus, and adds that when they met 
they royal high nessed each other incessantly.” 

January 4. — Same winds, same feelings ; but the weather is 
fine, and we eat, drink, and sleep like very quiet, happy people. 
Still I feel it as a species of non-existence. 

On the 9tli, Malcolm and his companions landed at 
Cosseir, of which place he records that ^Hhe sense of 
the asses seems to rival that of many of the inhabitants.” 
But the comparison was intended rather to exalt the 
former than to degrade the latter ; for he sets down.' with 
gratitude that the people had at all events sense enough 
to be very courteous and attentive to the English tra- 
vellers. I have met with the greatest attention,” he 
writes, “and an offer of camels and every aid for my 
journey to the Nile.” He was anxious to push on with 
as little delay as possible ; so after one quiet day to 
lemuit himself after the voyage, he mounted Sultan, 
whilst liis iellow-travellers perched themselves on camel- 
back; and on a fresh, blight, delightful morning, they 

* He liad read Etfstaee’s Classical Tour a few days before. 
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commenced their journey. In those days Egypt was a 
country rarely explored by English travellers, and little 
known to the English. Now every young writer and 
cadet scuds across the mystic land, stares at the Pyra- 
mids, and thinks little more of the Nile than of the 
Thames or the Shannon. Much that Malcolm entered 
in his journal was at the time novel and interesting; but 
the years which have elapsed since it was written have 
destroyed the value of the record, and I therefore pass 
over some mnmte descriptions of places and acute re- 
flections on the past and present condition of the country, 
which years ago would have found attjpntive readers. 
Having ridden, partly on Sultan and partly on a camel, ^ 
to the banks of the Nile, he purchased a boat, and com- 
menced his river-voyage, likening it to sailing on the 
Ganges. Everywhere, as he advanced, he met with great 
attention, especially from the public functionaries, by 
the express orders of the Pacha Mehemet Ali, who had 
heard of his approach, and was anxious in the extreme to 
see and converse with one whose fame had reached him 
from Persia and Arabia. Malcolm was no less desirous 
of conversing with this celebrated man, who was then in 
the full vigor of life,* with the lustre of some great 
achievements upon him. In the month of February they 
met at Cairo. What passed between them has been 
chronicled in Malcolm’s own words, written shortly after 
the interview. Eecent transactions have rather increased 
than diminished the interest of the record : 

r 

After wc had been seated a few rainutes, the Pacha, by a 
signal, sent away all his oiEcers and attendants, leaving only his 
Chief Dragoman and Secretary, Mr, Bogan, Mr, Lavater (acting 
for Mr. Salt), Mr, Azir^ First Dragoman to the English Consulate/ 
Captain Pasley, and myself. He then began bj stating that his 

^ Mehemet Ali was bom in tlie same year as Sir John Malcolm. 
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anxiety to see me liad been increased by ColonelJohnstoii and 
the party who preceded him having declared their want of know- 
ledge of Persia, and referring diim to me as a person beyond all 
others fully informed of the power and actual state of that country. 
He entreated I would, on this and other subjects, speak without 
reserve. I gave him as correct an account as I could of the pre- 
sent condition of Persia, the character of its king, that of the 
ruling princes, and the opposite systems and interests of the two 
principal Abbas, Ali Meerza and Mahomed Ali Meerza. I gave 
him an account of the troops of Persia, and her means both of 
offensive and defensive war. The Pacha, who frequently inter- 
rupted me by most pertinent questions, seemed to receive as 
highly valuable S|nd interesting much both of the information 
and opinions I gave. After much conversation regarding Persia, 

^ the Pacha asked me why we supported that nation, and whether 
its being at war with the Turks would not alter our feelings 
towards it ? I replied^hat it would excite no feeling but a desire 
to reconcile the differences bet\^een two states, whose remaining 
in union and in strength was important to our interests. In 
Persia, I added, we were interested, because that kingdom 
formed a barrier to our Indian possessions, while in the Turkish 
Empire, particularly Egypt, we had the same barrier, and a still 
stronger interest, as its condition affected the general peace and 
harmony of the commonwealth of Europe. 

The Pacha, after we had fully discussed Persia, turned the sub- 
ject to Europe, and begged me to give my opinion freely as to 
the likely result of the differences between Russia and the -Porte. 
I told him I had been out of England five years, and though I 
had seen all the late papers, I did not feel confident to speak, 
decidedly upon the subject, particularly as I wanted exact in- 
formation as to the actual state of Turkey. He smilingly said he 
must have my opinion, and that he would do away my excuse by 
giving me, as far as he was able, his own as to the condition of the 
Porte. He did so in a clear and concise manner, and apparently 
qifite unreserved. The sum of his statement was, the total inca- 
pacity of the Turks to meet the Russians— their consequent de- 
pendence on the powers of Europe. Pie ascribed their weakness* 
to many causes, •one of which was the want of that religious 
enthusiasm they before possessed. But still, he said, although 


406 


OYEELAHD TO ENGLAND. 


the rebellion of the Greeks, and the support they meet from 
Russia, threatened a dreadful blow at the Turkish Empire, a 
desperate effort would be made to repel it. He stated his perfect 
knowledge that both the rebellion of the Greeks and the iiiYasioii 
of the Persians had been at the direct instigation of the Russians, 
whose whole policy, he observed, had been for many years so > 
systematically directed to the overthrow of the Turkish power in 
Europe, that he was quite convinced nothing would prevent war. 
The concessions they demand from the Porte are great, and if 
granted, could never, after what has passed, give confidence; for 
the latter must know they were only the forerunners of other 
demands. ‘In short,’ he concluded, M am convinced there will 
be war; and that the question has been decided in the Russian 
cabinet, and will not be altered by the interference of other Eu-- 
ropean powers. Now give your opinion,’ said he, I did so, 
without hesitation. I said, I always considered the Emperor in an 
embarrassing situation, at the head of a vact empire of which the 
army (owing to its employment In Southern Europe) might be 
said to be too civilised, while its peasantry were too barbarous for 
its Government. The army in the present instance desire war 
from professional, and the civil part of the population from reli^ 
gious feeling. Yet, 1 added, from what character 

of ihe Emperor, from the show, if not the reality, of moderation 
which he has hitherto paraded, and from the serious interruption 
which his other plans would receive from a rupture with other 
countries in Europe, I am of opinion he will be most anxious to 
avoid immediate war; and I added, if the Porte is so incompetent 
(as you describe it) to the contest, what can it do but accord with 
the policy prescribed by its situation? If alone, it can only anti- 
cipate defeat; and therefore, as concession must in such case be 
the result, why not make it at first, when less would be demanded, 

. than after success? But supposing that the states of Europe 
(particularly England, Austria, and France) are determined to 
interfere to preserve the Porte and prevent the aggrandisement of 
Russia, what more can the former do than throw herself upon 
them? The unfortunate origin of the quarrel has added to the 
difficulties of the Christian allies of Turkey, but she will ulti- 
mately gain by concessions made to Christian feeling. She will 
secure their decided support if attacked in violation of any en- 
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gagement that may he made. I concluded by stating, that though 
I did not believe there would be immediate war, I did not antici- 
pate a long peace. Whichever, party (Turks, Russians, or Greeks) 
settled the present troubles with advantage or loss, was likely to 
be led by resentment, bigotry, hatred, and ambition to future acts 
of aggression. The Pacha said he only dificred with me in one 
point — that of immediate war; and he urged many reasons in 
support of his opinion, without, however, changing mine, and I 
repeated my belief that Russia would not at once enter upon a 
war which, if successful (as it appeared certain it must at first be), 
would embroil all Europe; for it was nonsense to think that the 
principles which led to the downfall of .Buonaparte would be so 
soon abandoned, and nothing but their being so could render the 
leading states of that quarter neutral spectators of the aggrandise- 
' ment of Alexander. 

My private conference with Mahomed Ali Pacha lasted up- 
wards of an hour anclja half, and I left him, strongly impressed 
with the force of his character. His manner is plain and un- 
affected, so is his mind; he is in argument not only perspicuous, 
but keen and logical, tie seems well informed, and singularly 
free from prejudice. He spoke of his own efforts at improvement, 
and of the great difficulties he encountered from the ignorance 
and prejudice of his countrymen. He professed the full credit 
he gave to the English as the best allies of the Turks. ^ To you/ 
he added, ^ I need say no more than that though civil to all, I 
must prefer, in a political view, a nation who we are convinced 
cannot desire our downfall, and who, from its naval superiority, 
has beyond all others the means of giving to my Government 
powerful and efficient aid.^/' 

On the 25th of February, Malcolm, accompanied by 
Ms young relative, John Pasley, sailed from Alexandria 
on board his Majesty’s ship commanded by 

Gaptain Hamilton ; and, after much bad weather, arrived 
off the island of Cuxos on the 1st of March. The Turk* 
ish and Grieek fleets were then in the offing, and all the 
people of tha island were kindling with* resentment 
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against their Ottoman foes. On the Snd of March j 
Malcolm wrote in his journal: 

We had communication with the four patriarchs or heads of 
the island. Much conversation took place as to their reputed 
piracieSj in which they defended themselves with accusations 
against the merchants, who pretended to have English, when they 
had Turkish property. They complained grievously of the injury 
their trade had sustained by vessels under English colors supply- 
ing Turkish garrisons (particularly that of Napoli Eomania) with 
provisions. I asked them if interest had not made these mer- 
chants impartial, and procixred them supplies of ammunition, 
without which the Turks could not have been attacked. 

These patriarchs are good-looking men, one ralilier graceful, but 
another rough in his form, and apparently more so in his mind. " 
I expostulated on their cruelties. They plead the example of the 
Turks. To this I replied, ^ Then by following that example you 
make yourselves as bad ; besides, you violate a principle of your 
religion which bids you forgive your enemies.^ One of them 
smiled and nodded assent; but his rough companion said some- 
thing that appeared better, I asked the interpreter (our pilot) 
what he said, who replied ^ He tell must kill Turk. That good/ 

I replied, ‘ That it is good while they are in action, but to murder 
them as at Lamos, in cold blood, is very bad, and those acts will 
lose the Greeks that good name which will best promote their 
cause in Euro|)e.’ 

I was glad I saw these men; they had evidently but very 
limited information, and seemed most concerned about their own 
interests. They, however, looked energetic men, and had an 
ample portion of that feeling which forms the only bond with the 
Greeks — ‘ a sentiment of detestation and resentment against the 
Turks/’’ 

On the Srd of March, the Cambria put off from the 
island, and two days afterwards sighted Candia. At 
daylight on the 6th, Zante was in sight, and in the course 
of the day they ran into the Eoads, but afterwards put 
out again to" sea to ascertain the position"' of the Greek 
and Turkish fleets. On the 7th they returned to Zante, 
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and thence sailed for Corfu, which they reached on the 
night of the 8th. On the following morning, Sir Fre- 
derick Adam— an old acquaintance — then Commissioner 
of the Ionian Isles, came alongside, and the Qcmlfia 
was ordered back to Zante. It was intimated, however, 
to Malcolm, that he might land at the Lazaretto, and, 
after performing a short quarantine, be admitted into the 
island. Sir Thomas Maitland— another old friend— who 
commanded the fleet in the Mediterranean, was also at 
Corfu. He sent Malcolm a warm-hearted note of wel- 
come, ending with the words— “ Make no arrangements 
till you see me,^ I can manage for you better than you 
, can for yourself” So, next day, Malcolm left the Gam- 
hria, “ with sentiments of sincere esteem for her excellent 
and manly captain and all on board and, after a very brief 
sojourn in the Lazaretto, proceeded to Sir T. Maitland’s 
“ beautiful country-house, overhanging the sea.”*' 

The scenery of Corfu greatly delighted Malcolm : 
“ I ride over these bad roads with more pleasure than 
ever I rode over good ones, for I am rewarded every 
hundred yards with a new and magnificent view. To a 
man from Bombay, that noble harbor will suggest a com- 
parison with that of Corfu; but, to complete it, the noble 
range of western mountains should, like those of Albania, 
be covered with snow.” Tears before, Malcolm had 
deplored his inability to appreciate the charms of natural 
scenery, f but the seeming deficiency, as I have suggested, 
resulted only from the circumstance that, in India, he 
passed from point to point with a preoccupied mind. 
Now that his mind was wholly free from the pressure of 

^ Of Sir Frederick Adam’s country- from taste than from a sincere desire 

Iiouse and grounds Malcolm wrote that of forwarding, by example, the general 
they were charmingly sitiiated, with improvements of the islands in whose 
all the beauties that could be desired administration he holds so prominent 
by an amateur in •a marine villa.” a position.” • 

“ Sir Frederick,” he added, “ is a f Ante, vol. i. p. 101. 
great gardener and improver, not more 
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public business, and that be bad time and opportunity 
to enjoy bimself, nothing gave bim more delight than the 
beautiful scenery whicb, as he-proceeded onward, opened 
out everywhere before and around bim ; and bis journals 
abound in snatches of description eminently happy and 
picturesque, and written with a fervor which plainly in- 
dicates that he had by this time become, what in early 
life he declared he was not, “ a very enthusiastic admirer 
of the beauties of inanimate nature.” 

But at Corfu, Malcolm directed his attention to other 
points of interest than those presented by the beautiful 
scenery of the island. He conversed much with Sir 
Thomas Maitland and Sir Frederick Adam regarding the , 
administration of the island,* and the pohtical aspects of 
the great Graeco-Turkish question. On the latter subject 
he made an entry in his journal distinguished by his 
wonted sagacity : 

“ Whatever is done in the way of settlement between the 
Turks, Greeks, and Russians, this year, will be patchwork. The 
hour is approaching, and must soon arrive, when the 
which we have in this quarter will be found most important, for 
neither our interests in Europe nor India will admit of our being 
neutral spectators of the change to which it is destined. In our 
usual cold and hot fits we do nothing till the danger comes, and 
then we overdo every tiling. But if the necessity or clamor (I 
care not which) for economy is too great to admit of our aiding 
these islands (particularly Corfu), we assuredly might transport 
thither cannon, carriages, and ammunition. I pity the general 
who has to defend Corfu against a sudden and vigorous attack, 
and to such it is quite possible it may one day be exposed.” 


* Regarding the principles of admi- 
nistration recognised by Ms friends at 
Corfu, Malcolm wrote: "I was glad 
to find, both from conversation ana ob- 
servation, tbat tbb two principles which 
I esteem the most important in a Go- 


vernment like that of these isl-in^i fi^ 
were fully appreciated and aoteji upon. 
Tlie first is publicity aud opeimess in 
every act of adrgimstration— the se- 
cond is great attention to integrity, 
especially in our own countrymen,” 
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On the 21st of March, Malcolm quitted Corfii, and 
was “put on board a Government yacht by Sir F. 
Adam, Lord Sidney Osborne, Colonel Eobertson, and 
others.” “ I never,” he wrote in his journal, “leftaplac^ 
with more grateful feelings both to old and new friends. 

' Amongst the latter I must reckon, as men whose friend* 
ship I shall hereafter cultivate, Lord Ponsonby and Lord 
Sidney Osborne. I received letters to their friends in 
Italy, whilst Sir T. Maitland, not content with giving me 
a Government vessel and furnishing her with excellent 
wines and choice viands for a month, gave me introduc- 
tions through Italy, which, while they afforded me the 
, best chance of a short quarantine, secured my presenta- 
tion in the best style at the courts of Naples and Rome.” 

Their destination was Burletta, where Malcolm and 
John Pasle}^ landed on the .27th of March under a salute. 
It was soon rumored about the place that the Eng- 
lish Government yacht had brought a distinguished 
general, and all the chief people of the place thronged 
down in full costume to pay their respects to his “ Excel- 
lency.” He was compelled, however, to remain two or 
three days in quarantine, at the end of which he was 
released; and then, as soon as he had returned the visits 
he had received, started, in a hired carriage, for Naples, 
On the evening of the 1st of April he found himself 
in that beautiful city.* At Naples,, where he was hospi- 
tably entertained by the Duke of Leeds, he saw all the 
wonders of art which the city possessed, and wrote 
in his journal many criticisms upon them, distinguished 
by much appreciative taste. Of course he visited Hercu- 
laneum and Pompeii. Looking at them with his old 

* Malcolm entered in Ms Joiiriial added^ bay and its vicinity are 
tliat it was quite baantiful—btit that not so stnking as either Oorra or 
the beauty chiefly consisted k the Bombay" * 

buildings, " In natural beauty," he 
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Oriental eye, he made only one observation tipon them, 
and that I do not remember to have seen before. “ I 
made one remark,” he •wrote 5 “that has not occurred, 
and indeed could not, to any mere European visitor— 
tbe striking resemblance of the houses of the better classes 
at Pompeii to those of my Asiatic friends— the square in 
the centre; the hall or saloon (a good-sized room) open- 
ing to it ; the other rooms small and badly lighted; the 
bath, and the well-arranged means of supplying it with 
water, both hot and cold, with a dressing-room attached.” 

Vesuvius and the other lions of the vicinity having 
been visited, Malcolm applied for a pass and an escort to 
carry him through robber-haunted Capua, and the privi- 
lege was granted by Baron Fremont, chief of the Staff. 
On the 7th of April, he started en ^roide to Eome; a 
handsome, well-painted carriage which he had purchased, 
afforded him a prospect of a comfortable journey. But 
the carriage broke down at the end of the first stage, and 
the travellers were compelled to return to Naples, obtain 
a refund of the purchase-money, and buy another and 
a safer vehicle. Qn the 9th, Malcolm was at Eome. He 
had many letters of introduction, but the first which he 
delivered was to Canova. “I had an immediate visit,” 
he wrote in his journal, “from that truly great genius, 
and was delighted alike with the simplicity and modesty 
of his manners. He showed ine all his works.”* 

Malcolm did at Eome what travellers do at Eome, he 
philosophised over its past glories— its grand historic as- 
sociations; and after three days spent amid the ruins of 

* The first sight of Rome had dis- markets, and the dwelling-houses of 
appointed JIaloolm, who wrote in Ids other towns. It was unreasonable Co 
journal: “ I_intist say that as I en- expect it should be otherwise. But I 
tered the city disappointed, was unreasonable ; and I did expect it. 

With the exception of a broken arch, I was elevated into better feeling with 
a ruined aqueduct, and a solitary pillar, the place when I walked through the 
which now and then gratified my eager rooms of Canova.” 
eye, I saw nothing but the shops and 
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the Eternal City, he started again upon his homeward 
journey. Posting with all possible speed, he reached 
Florence on the 14th of Ap^^il- On the 16th, he was at 
Bologna; and on the evening of the following day he 
was at Milan. On the 19th, he “entered Piedmont, and 
proceeded along the foot of the mountains on the brink 
of the Lago Maggiore,” the scenery of which he declai’ed 
to be enchanting. On the next day he crossed the Sim- 
plon, and viewing the Alps still with the eye of the old 
Indian Oeneral, he wrote in his journal: 

“ The Alps ar<% certainly noble mountains, and the great mili- 
tary road Buonaparte has constructed over them here, is an 
enduring monument of his fame. But these scenes and works 
struck me less forcibly than they would a mere European. Many 
of the mountains I have traversed ,in India (not speaking of the 
Himalaya) are nearly as high, ’and with the exception of their 
snowy summits, beat them in scenery. The labor of making the 
roads to the tops of the mountains in India is as great. It is here 
to be remarked that the French had, in the same length of moun- 
tain, double the labor we had in the roads we have hitherto made 
in India. The Alps divide two kingdoms that are alike different 
in their level. Our ghauts, both in Mysore and the Deccan, are 
walls of great table-lands, which are on nearly a level with their 
summit. What I have said is in justice to our unnoticed labor 
in the East — not with a view to detract from the merit -of the 
French.” 


Malcolm was better pleased with the Swiss than with 
the Italians;* and he was charmed with the Lake of 
Geneva, and with the town itself, which he declared to be 
“worthy of being the climax to all the views of the day 
—views which, taking them all, from the lovely cottages 


Wj;!.tmg with reference to the 
Swiss style of cnltiyation, Malcolm 
says : There is a Sootch plainness in 
it which appeared to forget nothing 
that is iisefuV while it neglected all 


that is ornamental in a way that 
pleased me. The fact is, I haci been 
put out of humor by the over-garden- 
mg of the Italians, who absohiteh/ 
festoon a cabbage 
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on the lake to the snmmit of Mont Blanc, exceeded any- 
thing I have ever seen in my life.” He was “in rap- 
tures,” as he said, with fine scenes, and was sorry to leave 
the neighbourhood of so much beauty. But he was now 
nearing home, and he said to his companion that, after all, 
the best prospect was that of Manchester-street. They 
pushed on with all speed, making sometimes, as Malcolm 
said, “a noble day’s journey.” Somewhat disconcerted 
by this rapid movement, the courier shook his head, and 
said, “Serving an English general is hard work; but 
never mind, you want to see your wife and children.” 
And in a few days he did see them. Qn the 26th of 
April he was in Paris; and, after another day or two, ^ 
in London. 
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BBASQNS POB. S.ETTIBNG IN THE C’GHNTEY— HIDE HADE— UIADCOm's HOSPITA- 
• IATIES---HABE, VIIEWEEL; AND SEDGWICK — THOUGHTS OP EEESH SEBVICE— 
LITEKAEY PUESUITS—-TISITS TO lEEDAND, PEANCE, AND SCOTLAND— -PEESIA 
AND EUSSIA— PEESONAL ANECDOTES. 

. « 

It is easy to imagine the enjoyment of a man of Mal- 
colm’s warm-hearted, earnest nature, in finding himself 
again in the dear society of his wife and children. Such 
delight is hardly purchased by years of absence, but it is 
only by such a lesson that we are taught fully to appre- 
ciate the benignities of home. 

He found his family in Manchester-street, and for a 
little while in the profound enjoyment of the blessings 
contained within the four walls of that London house, he 
had no thought of anything beyond them. 

But they presently moved to Frant, near Tonbridge, 
where Malcolm, when last in England, had purchased a 
cottage, in which his family had resided at intervals 
during Ms absence. Here he soon perceived that the 
balance of advantage was greatly on the side of a resi- 
dence in the country. London assuredly was not the 
place ibr one who had been accustomed to much exer- 
cise, to long m.»rches, to the freedom of camp life, to the 
sports of the field. Neither was it the place in which his 

% 
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young family miglit best grow ruddy and robust, active 
and energetic, supple-limbed and liigli-spirited. So he 
turned his thoughts towards -the country, and sought a 
home amidst fields, in which his children might disport 
themselves, and in which he, as playful as the youngest 
of them, might join in their sports. And he found one, 
after a while, on the eastern borders of Hertfordshire, not 
far from where the Eastern Counties railway now runs, 
half-way between London and Cambridge, near the town 
of Sawbridgeworth. Some members of his family were 
anxious that he should settle in Scotland; but he wrote 
that there was no chance of his ever beir^ able to reside 
there unless he gave up his literary and other pursuits,^ 
very essential to him. “ Erant,” he added, “ cannot con- 
tain my family, nor can this house (Manch ester-street). I 
sell the one, and in a few months give up the other. All 
my books and curiosities, and indeed property, are scat- 
tered over the kingdom. So I have been compelled to 
take a good house, as I can only have one. It is called 
Hyde Hall. You will see it in Helen’s map, near Saw- 
bridgeworth, Hertfordshire. Its only fault is being too 
good— that is, too large ; but I get it very cheap. I have 
thirteen acres of plantation, fifty of park, and I am lord 
of a manor of 2300, with plenty of game. My lease is 
for three, five, seven, ten, or fourteen years, at my own 
option ; and all this at a disbursement of 450^. a year. 
The distance is twenty-five miles from town, on the 
Cambridge and Newmarket road, ■with dozens of coaches 
funning half a mile from the house.” 

But before settling down as a country gentleman, 
Blalcolm, accompanied by his wife and his eldest 
daughter, left England, full of the thought of a brief 
tour upon the Continent, as the fruit of which they all 
promised themselves a larger share of happiness than the 
excursion actually yielded. They had not proceeded 
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farther than Montreuil when an accident befel Lady 
Malcolm, which arrested their journey, and turned all 
their joy into anxiety and sorrow. "Walking one day on 
the outskirts of that old parapeted town, she unsuspect- 
ingly approached the summit of a high scarped wall, and 
before Malcolm could warn her of the danger, which arose 
from extreme near-sightedness, fell down a descent of 
some twenty feet. The accident was a severe one, and for 
many days Lady Malcolm was confined to her bed in 
the Montreuil hotel, suffering great pain and needing all 
that surgical skill and the unremitting care of the most 
affectionate of husbands could do to avert serious results. 

,After such a mischance as this, they were glad to be 
again in England, and before the end of the year Malcolm 
was settled in his n^w home. 

Happy were those days spent at Hyde Hall — joyous the 
scenes they witnessed. They saw Malcolm, indeed, in a 
new character — a character new to him, almost, it may 
be said, new in itself. There never was a finer mixture 
of the Indian nabob and the English country gentleman. 
Many of the best qualities of both shone out conspi- 
cuously from him at this time. Liberal, open-handed, 
hospitable in the extreme, with catholic tastes and 
catholic sympathies, a man of infinite merriment, 'active 
as a stripling and playful as a child, he was an English- 
man without his reserve, his exclusiveness, and his sus- 
picion, and an Indian without his lassitude, his queru- 
lousness, and his irritability. He threw open his doors, 
invited many to enter, and played the host in a heart}*, 
genial manner, as refreshing as it was spontaneous. 
There are men now living in high places, who look back 
to those days at Hyde Hall as among the happiest of 
their lives, and others who have gone before to their 
honored gi-aves’ cherishing to the last the same grateful 
recollections of the kindliness which never failed, the 
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cheerfulness that was never clouded — the inexhaustible 
love and perfect lovableness of the master of that sunny 

home- " . „„ 

Among others who were frequent inmates at iiycle 
Hall were some Cambridge men— Fellows of Trinity— 

to whom he was much attached. First on the list in 
respect of time^ — though in respect of love all bracketed 
in that tripos— was Julius Hare, afterwards Rector of 
Hurstmonceux and Archdeacon of Sussex. It was in 
Hare’s rooms at Trinity that Malcolm first met Wheweil 
and Sedgwick, now the Master and Vice-Master of that 
great College— collegiate magnates of the^rst class, with 
names honored in no lower degree in the great uni-^ 
versity of the world. It seems that Malcolm had gone 
to Cambridge on a visit to HarA, taking with him 
Schlegel, whose acquaintance he had made in London, I 
believe in the first instance through Madame de Stael. 

■Wheweil and Sedgwick were invited to meet them ; 
and the evening still dwells in the memories of the sur- 
vivors as one almost without a parallel for the wonderful 
flow of talk that enlivened it. Schlegel, somewhat ego- 
tistical, turgid, and opiniated, threw off the lecturer and 
the pedant, and, under the contagious influence of Mal- 
colm’s joyoiisness and geniality, discoursed with a plea- 
sant freedom and self-abandonment not common to Ms 
nature. Malcolm himself, then as ever, had an inexhausti- 
ble fund of stories of all nations, and Schlegel did his best 
to cap them. They, who then saw the historian of Reisia 
and Central India for the first time, were no less struck 
by the extent and variety of his information than they 
were charmed by his geniality of manner. The itn* 
pression thus made was strengthened at every ^subse- 
quent meeting, Q^nd has not been obliterated by death. 

Hare, Wheweil, and Sedgwick became, as I have 
said, frequent and ever-welcome guests at Hyde Hall. 


SOCIAL ASPECTS. 


Malcolm’s hospitality was of that best and pleasantest ’ 
hand which made every one who came within its influ- 
ence thoroughly at his ease. There was a kindliness 
and a joyousness in it, which many said were unequalled 
in all their experience of mankind. The conversation in 
* which Malcolm and his friends indulged was animated 
and exhilarating, but there was no leaven of ill-nature in 
it. “ Conversation,” wrote one whom I have named 
above, “may have all that is valuable in it, and aE that 
is lively and pleasant, without anything that comes 
under the head of personality. The house in which, 
above all others, I have ever been an inmate, the life 
, and the spirit and the joy of conversation have been the 
most intense, is a house in which I hardly ever heard an 
evil word uttered against any one. The genial heart of 
cordial sympathy with which its Elustrious master sought 
out the good side in every person and every thing, and 
which has found an inadequate expression in his de- 
lightlul Sketches of Persia,’ seemed to communicate 
itself to all the members of his family, and operated as a 
charm even upon Ms visitors.” * 

Another great charm of the conversation of Hyde 
Hall was that it was so perfectly natural and sponta- 
neous. It was not the custom there to talk for 'effect. 
PlayfuMess, not unmingled with wisdom of the most un- 
obtrusive kind, was the prevaEing characteristic of the 
society to be met in that joyous home. Grave men 
threw aside their gravity there and became sportive as 
children. There could not have been a better place for 
diggers and delvers after truth, wearied by their pro- 
found_researches in the mines of science ; for there was 
none un which such recreation was to be found— a re- 
creation literally of energy and activity, which sent men 
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* Julius Hs^re’s Gtiesses at Truth, 
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back refreshed and strengthened to their work, and, 
what was more, with an enlarged humanity, a deeper 
love for the fellow-men for ‘whom they were laboring 
with such grand results. It was no mere compliment, 
but a truth felt in his inmost heart, _ which Julius Hare 
wrote to Lady Malcolm, when he said, '*It is impossible 
to leave Hyde Hall without being, not indeed, like the 
wedding guest, ‘a sadder and a wiser man,’ but cer- 
tainly a wiser one, and, if one were not going away, a 
gladder.” If a man could not be merry and wise at 
Hyde TTall, we may be sure that there was no mirth and 

no wisdom in him. „ 

But men of all kinds congregated beneath Malcolm’s- 
roof, and there were some by whom this playful wisdom 
was but imperfectly, if at all', understood. One old and 
esteemed friend of the family, who had heard much of 
the very clever Cambridge men whom he was to meet at 
Hyde Hall, said confidentially, after a day or two of dis- 
appointment and surprise, that he could see nothing in 
them. If that was called good conversation, he could 
answer for it that there was better to be had in the City 
on any day of the week. I do not know anything that 
■ could more pleasantly illustrate the charming abandon of 
Malcolm and his guests at this time, than the worthy citi- 
zen’s remarks on the ineptitude of their conversation. 

Perhaps, not altogether unmindful of his astonishment, 
they endeavoured to mystify him more and more by as- 
sumptions of simplicity beyond the natural carelessness 
of their hohday manners. Por although they went to 
Hyde Hall emphatically to make high holiday, there 
were times when they would break out into interesting 
and profitable discourse, to which no one could^ listen 
without being wiser for what he heard. Philosophers, or 
historians, "or statesmen, or divines might Malcolm and 
his guests be in the estimation of the world ; but they 
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were all poets at heart ; and many were the animated 
conversations, the iiiendly b'ut energetic wit-combats, of 
which poetry was the theme. The claims to the world’s 
homage of this or that master of song was contended for 
or denied with affectionate earnestness on the one side, or 
'' a jealous exclusiveness on the other ; and men in whom 
neither the hard restraints of the exact sciences nor the 
cold routine of official life had cramped the imaginative 
faculty, or quenched the fervor of their romance, quoted 
whole pages of poetry, with as much voluble enthusiasm 
and as much literal correctness as though they had had 
nothing to do ail their lives, but to lie in the sun with an 
» open volume of Wordsworth or Burns. For those were 
the poets whom Malcolm and his associates discussed 
and quoted with tl^e greatest earnestness in their Hyde 
Hall holiday-talk. I have already said that Malcolm 
could not be brought to subscribe to the commendations 
which his Cambridge friends so freely lavished on the 
poetry of William Wordsworth. But he had a genial 
relish for Bums. Something of this may be attributed 
to his nationality. But there was that besides in the 
heart of the Ayrshire poet to which Malcolm’s inmost 
nature responded. A man himself, he had all a man’s 
sympathy with the manly utterances of the inspired 
ploughman. That he could not see reflected in Words- 
worth’s pages his own cheerful philosophy; his wise 
delight in little things; his strong sincere convictions 
that pride, howe’er disguised in its own majesty, is 
littleness ; his faith that the world is full of blessings ; his 
buoyant childhood surviving in the man, has often filled me 
with surprise. Perhaps, like many others, he was deterred 
from peeking out for himself the wisdom in which he 
would have delighted, by other men’s reports of the not 
meaningless trivialities "vffiich have I'ured many to con- 
clusions as false as though they were to repudiate the au- 
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thor of the Novum Organum for his idle talk about the 
revivifying properties of puppy-dogs. 

But greatly as Malcolm enjoyed the pleasant social in- 
tercourse in which he indulged at Hyde Hall, he was 
not altogether content to subside into a mere English 
country gentleman. He devoted much time to litera- 
ture, and he made several excursions both in the British 
Isles and on the continent of Europe. It was during 
this epoch of his career that he wrote his delightful 
“ Sketches in Persia” — the most popular of all his works. 
He had kept copious journals during both his missions 
to the Court of Teheran, and from these memoranda he 
wrote the book wliich has charmed, and still charms, so ^ 
large a circle of readers in aU the principal languages of 
Europe. It is written without methpd, and must not be 
consulted by the biographer t)r the historian, either for 
records of Malcolm’s life, or incidents illustrative of 
British diplomacy in Persia. Perused with any such 
object it can only mystify the student. There is much 
of absolute fact in it, but the anecdotes are drawn partly 
from the annals of the first mission and partly firom 
those of the second. It was not intended to instruct, 
but to amuse the reader; and yet it is full of instruction. 
The truth of the local coloring struck everybody. It 
was as patent to the untravelled as to the travelled 
reader. The fine flow of animal spirits which runs 
through the book from the first page to the last. — the 
heartiness and sincerity of it, so characteristic of the 
writer— made its success at once. There was a freshness 
about it that charmed and gladdened old and young. 
Nothing has been written about Persia that can in aiSy 
way be compared with it. 

The “ Sketches of Persia” were not published before 
1827. They were written at intervals during Malcolm’s 
residence at Hyde Hall. But his studies were inter- 
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rupted by occasional tours, undertaken partly mtb the 
object of visiting friends and partly for the purpose of 
increasing Ms stock of information relative to the coun- 
tries of the West. In 1823 he started on a visit to Ire- 
land. Lord Wellesley was then Lord Lieutenant of the 
island, and he had sent his old friend a warm invitation 
to visit him there. Malcolm’s brother Charles also was 
then resident in the vicinity of Dublin, so that the journej’ 
had a double object. 

Accompanied by a Mend— Captain (now Sir Henry) 
Hart— Sir John Malcolm left London on the morning of 
the 19th of August, by a Birmingham coach, and travelled 
^ onward till he reached the neighbourhood of his brother 
Gilbert’s village, near Moreton-on-the-Marsh. There 
he alighted, and leaving his servant in charge of his 
luggage, walked on to T^odenham, where, under his 
brother’s charge, there was a small colony of the younger 
members of the family — his own son included in the 
number. It was a joyous hour, we may be sure, for them 
when Sir John and his friend burst suddenly into the 
school-room and let all the boys loose — ^himself, as ever, 
as great a boy as any of the party. “ For some time,” 
as he wrote to his eldest daughter, “ there was an end to 
all peace and quiet at Todenham.” There were ^ sorts 
of fun, ending with a volley of squibs and crackers; and 
next day a grand cricket-match, in which Sir John took 
part, and then proceeded on his j ourney to Birmingham. 

Leaving his friend to lionise that town, Malcolm paid 
a visit to his friend Mr. Littleton, of Toddesley, noar 
Wolverhampton, beneath whose hospitable roof he 
found Mr. Canning and Ms Secretary, Lord George 
Bentinck.”* Hext day, returning to Wolverhampton, 

Malcolm 'wrote that lie aadLord Staffordshire geEtlemen. They must 
ueoi^e had been partners at ■whist in have been troublesoieie antaMuists for 
tbe evenmg, and won almost every any not very expert players, 
game, against a couple of wealthy 
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t lie rejoined Ms friend there, and then they took coach 
for Shrewsbury and Holyhead. Between these two 
places— a distance of a hundred miles — they were out- 
side passengers. “It rained all the way,” wrote Malcolm, 

“ but still I never enjoyed a journey more. The road is 
the finest in England — constructed by Telford, an Esk- 
dale man.” With the scenery, too, he was enchanted- — 
“ the woods, the crags, the overhanging precipices, the 
interspersed green spots, the clear deep pools, the foam- 
ing waterfalls of the Dee, the Conway, and their tributarj?- 
streams,” were objects of delight and admiration. He 
had now full leisure and fireedom of thought to enjoy the 
beauties of inanimate nature. 

Embarking at Holyhead next morning, Malcolm 
crossed the channel in a steam-boat^ and made Dublin 
after a seven hours’ voyage. “The first thing that 
struck me,” he wrote from the Irish capital, “was the 
justice of Foster’s remark, that he never could conceive 
what the English beggars did with their old clothes till 
he saw those of Ireland.” His brother Charles was re- 
siding near Kingstown, and thither Malcolm, in the first 
instance, repaired; but on the following day, having 
received a very affectionate invitation from Lord Wel- 
lesley to his charming country-seat, “Woodstock,”* he 
transferred himself to the residence of his old master, 
where he met with the warmest welcome. “ I shall not 
attempt,” he wrote to his daughter, “to give you any 
account of the conversation or amusements of Wood- 
' stock. Lord Wellesley was in the very highest spirits ; 

* Writing of tliis place, Malcolm The house is very well for a moderatg 
says : “Nothing can be more beautiful gentleman, but -wants accommodation 
than the situation— on the declivity of for a Lord-Lieutenant. That, how- 
one of the Wicklow mountains, and ever, recommends it to Lord Wetlesley, 
about two miles from the sea, to wliich who likes the seclusion for which it 
there is a gentle siope of enclosed and furnishes an exonS&. And it must be 
highly cultivated country, while behind a treat, indeed, after the bustle of 
it the hills rise into rugged barrenness. Dublin,” 
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and I could not help feeling with pleasure that my visit 
was one cause. Walks, dinners, Irish stories, Indian 
tales, politics, sense and 'nonsense (which is better), 
filled up every moment. I was quite sorry to go 
away.” Malcolm, too, was in the highest spirits, and, 
we may be sure, contributed his proper share to the en- 
tertainment of the party. 

There were few things in Ireland which Malcolm more 
desired to see than Donnybrook Fair. And he fortu- 
nately arrived in Ireland at the right season to partici- 
pate in the humors of that great national institution. 
Colonel Camac*who had been on Lord Wellesley’s staff in 
’ India, and Malcolm’s travelling companion. Captain Hart, 
accompanied him ; and they were soon in the thick of 
all its sports, and ere long on the brink of its contentions. 
Sir John’s ready tact and gdod-humor rescued them from 
trouble, and they returned home in the evening without 
broken heads, by no means dissatisfied with their day’s 
amusement. 

A day or two afterwards, Malcolm “ went to spend the 
day with the Attorney-General of Ireland, the celebrated 
Mr. Plunkett,” who, added the journalist, “ is as witty as 
he is acute, and as agreeable as a companion as he is able 
as a lawyer and a statesman.* No day could be" plea- 
santer. At dinner we had a large party, and I was de- 
lighted to be carried back to other times by Judge Day, 
a fresh, healthy man of seventy-nine, who was very 
cheerful and full of anecdote.” 

Next day, Malcolm tells us, he met Lady Morgan, of 
whom, or rather of whose sister, he gives the following 
account: 

* 111 anotlier letter, Malcolm says : wiiose clearness and soundness of mind 
r on tllfe last day I spent strike me every day '•with more sur- 

in Ireland and had three hours’ con- prise” 
versation with that remarkable man, 
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^ “ Oa "Wedixesday we liad a very pleasant party at your uncle 

Charles’s. Amongst others, the famous Lady Morgan and her 
sister, Lady Clarke, who, without the pretensions of the authoress, 
is, I think, wittier and more agreeable. I was never so enter- 
tained as by this little sly-looldng woman playing and singing her 
own funny songs. One, a parody on Miss Stephens’s VSweet 
Home,’ made by Lady Clarke on Mr. Home, the celebrated 
pastrycook of Dublin, was excellent. 

No one makes pastry, makes pastry like Home. 

She sang delightfully, and was quite happy in the last verse, the 
last line of which (after all his pies and tarts were enumerated) 
states that 

O''',',',' 

All tke sweets of this world are centred in Home. . 

She had a thousand others. In one she most funnily describes 
her sister : ^ 

She is, though I say it, ah elegant artist, 

A radical skt, and a great Buonapartist.” 

A visit to the Curragh of Kildare, to attend the race- 
meeting there, a dinner at the mess of the Eoyal Irish, 
and another Lord Wellesley, who was 

very anxious to detain him, completed Malcolm’s Irish 
experiences : 

My last days at Woodstock,” lie wrote, were like the first; 
and at parting with Lord Wellesley he was, if possible, more 
affectionately kind than at our meeting. This great man has both 
failings and infirmities; and these, while they impede his progress, 
are the food of his enemies. But, after all deductions, he is so 
' superior to the whole set of them in comprehensiveness of mind, 
in disinterestedness, and in public virtue, that his administration 
of Ireland must he attended with great benejfit. Party has 
been violent against him; but its action is diminished by the 
good of many of his measures. This is now generally aj^know- 
ledged ; while the publicity now given to every act, and the 
shame now tl&own on jobbery, that bane of Ireland, must work a 
change.” 

r 
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On the 9th of September — a beautiful clear day, vrith 
little wind — ^Malcolm crossed the channel, homeward- 
bound; and on that night slept at Bangor, where he saw 
“the noble bridge building across the Menai,” or, as he 
playfully wrote it, the “ Minny,” which was the pet 
name of his eldest daughter, to whom he was writing. 
He ivas now about to see something of Wales, com- 
mencing his explorations of the Principality under the 
best possible auspices- — the hospitality of the Wynne 
family. After an admiring glance at Llangollen, he pro- 
ceeded onward to Wynnstay, where he wms received 
with the utDMst kindness by Sir Watkin and Mr. 

. Charles Wynne.* There was a large and pleasant party 
in the house, and some rural gaieties in store for him— 
chief among which jvas a grand archery meeting, which 
well-nigh proved fatal to- him; for the carriage in 
which he was returning with Mr. Wynne and his family 
was upset, and nearly precipitated over a bank some 
fifty feet in descent. Every one was more or less hurt; 
but there were no serious results, and in a few days Mal- 
colm proceeded on his journey. 

From Wynnstay he went to Powis Castle, where he 
was received with aU becoming kindness by his old 
friends of the Clive family. Thence he proceeded to 
Walcot, where Lord and Lady Powis welcomed him as 
warmly as their children. At the beginning of October 
he was again in London, where he sate down and wrote 
a long letter to the Duke of Wellington on the state of 
Ireland, entering into all the evils endured by that uh- 


, * I readied Wyimstay at tliree 
0 dock,” wrote Malcolm m bis joHiml- 
ietter to liis daughter. "Everj one 
was om^iE tlie grounds. I saUM to 
fd find tbem. After proceeding about 
half a mile I saw folir ladies in a boat 
^wing a gentleman. These I hailed. 
The helmsman was Mr. Charles Wynne, 


and the rowers were his wife and 
daughter, Lady Belamere (his sister), 
andLady Glynn, daughter of LordBray- 
brooke, of Audley End. They took me 
on board, where I had not remained a 
quarter of an hour, %hen I was in- 
vited to the land by Sir Watkin to 
ride round the grounds before dinner.” 
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happy country, tracing their sources and suggesting re- 
medies. He was glad to have an opportunity of writing 
another report, though not upon a subject which he un- 
derstood quite as well as Central India.* 

Nor, indeed, as Persia and Russia. The affairs of 
those two countries had, since his return to England, 
occupied much of his attention, and early in 1823 it had 
been in contemplation to send Malcolm on a third mis- 
sion to Persia. The direction and control of our relations 
with the Court of Teheran were again to be placed in the 
hands of the Government of India, whence they ought 
not to have been removed; and Sh' John had been in- 
vited by the Chairman of the Court of Directors, on the 
suggestion of Mr. Canning, to take charge of the new 
mission.f He had promptly acceptecj, the invitation ; but 
he had communicated both to Mr. Canning and the Coiu’t 
of Directors his rooted conviction that the embassy, to 
carry out with success the objects for which it was de- 
signed, ought to be placed on as high a footing, as 
regarded rank and authority, as any mission that had 
ever proceeded to Persia ; and that he should be regarded 


^ Tlie letter, however, is a very re- 
markable oue, considering Malcolm’s 
limited .means of observation. To- 
wards the close of it, he character- 
istically says : “ There have been some 
burnings and some shocking murders, 
from the usual motives of a class of 
villains, who, if they do not in some 
districts form the greater part of the 
lower orders, overawe it, which is just 
a^bad. The immediate suppression of 
these savages is a work that to me 
appears full of insurmountable diffi- 
culties, under any measures that your 
present military or civil power will au- 
thorise. In some of the southern 
counties nothing short of the exercise 
of arbitrary power over the proprietors 
and occupants 6f the soil, as well as 
the disturbers of the peace, could effect 
a speedy settlement of these counties. 


I wish I had them, as I had some 
worse counties in Malwah, and that I 
could act without fear of the parlia- 
ment, the Lord Chief Justice, and the 
hangman, and set about putting the 
zemmdars and ryots to rights.” 

Writing to Mr. Canning on the 
subject of this invitation, Malcolm 
said : ^‘Though I felt that the sacri- 
fices I was called upon so suddenly to 
make were, for many reasons, very 
considerable, yet I could not hesitate, 
for one moment, as to the course which 
it became me to take. I have, ther^^- 
fore, without hesitation or stipulation, 
informed the chairman that what re- 
mains of me is at the disposdix of the 
Goverumeut of my country and the 
East India Company.” — \Manchester-‘ 
street^ March 16, 1823.] 
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in that country as the representative both of the Company 
and Crown. “For,” he added, “ to give success to the 
present course, the impression conveyed to the Persians 
must be that the Crown and Company are one and the 
same thing as to interests, and that the representation of 
both is vested in me.” To this, Mr. Canning had replied 
that he was rejoiced that Malcolm had accepted the in- 
vitation — that there should be no more clashing between 
King’s and Company’s envoys— but that it was “ the very 
essence of his recommendation that the embassy should 
be Indian, not English, and the correspondence with Cal- 
cutta, not with* London.” He could not, therefore, “ con- 
sistently with that object, do anything that could bring 
the nature of the mission into question.” 

Of the expediency of placing the conduct of our 
Persian relations immediately under the G-overnor-Oene- 
ral of India, no man was more firmly convinced than Sir 
John Malcolm, and no man had at his command a more 
undeniable array of arguments in support of the propo- 
sition.* But there was this difference between Malcolm’s 
opinions and Canning’s : Malcolm desired to transfer the 
selection of the agents and the controlling authority en- 
tirely to the Government of India, but to clothe the 
mission with the additional prestige conferred by the 


* A summary of them is given in a 
memorandum, written in 1823, from 
which I take the foliowing : “ There 
cannot, I think, be two opinions as to 
the wisdom of Mr. Canning’s proposi- 
tion to transfer the management of 
the connexion to the Indian Govern- 
ment, by whom all subjects relative to 
Persia must be better understood than 
tSey can be in Ingland. It must be 
best able to Judge how far our interests 
in the last (the only interests that can 
give us any concern with Persia) are 
affected by the measures that have 
been or may be adopted by that coun- 
try. The proximity of the Indian Go- 


vernment is a great advantage, and so 
is that knowledge which it possesses 
of Asiatic forms and usages. But 
above ail, it alone can command at all 
moments competent instruments to 
employ and furnish them with adequate 
means to meet cases of emergency ; 
and it may be confidently asserted that 
should such ever arise, we could devise 
no means so likely to defeat our own 
objects, as by keeping or deputing an 
ambassador, or any person, civil or 
military, to Persia, who were, in any 
degree, independent -of the Govemor- 
Generi of India.” 


430 


HYDE 


immediate coimtenaace of fhe Crown, from wMcla, as 
well as from the Company, the envoy was to receive 
credentials. Canning, on the otherhand, wished to keep 
the actual control of the Mission in the hands of the 
Foreign OflS.ce, whilst the Company, from which it was 
nominally to emanate, was to select the agents and to he ' 
responsible for its success. He was resolute not to confer 
the credentials from the Crown, which Malcolm declared 
to be absolutely necessary, in the conjuncture which had 
then arisen. So, as there was no hope of reconciling the 
difference, Sir John abandoned the idea of turning his 
ambassadorial face again towards the Conrt of Teheran. 

“ I resign with some reluctance,” he wrote to the Duke *■ 
of Welhngton, “ this prospect of being useful to my 
country in a scene where I think lo^al impressions might 
have given me the power of» doing good. I shall, how- 
ever, have the consolatory reflection that in taking the 
line I have done I have been actuated by no interested 
motives. It has neither been a question of money nor of 
personal ambition, but a conscientious conviction that 
the terms on which I am sure I should go* would greatly 
diminish, if they did not altogether destroy, my ability 
to fulfil those expectations which were formed from em- 
ploying me.” And the Duke took the same view of the 
question. “The King of Persia,” he wrote in reply to 
Malcolm, “has now a diplomatical intercourse with the 
King of England. He has agents in this country; and 
we are much mistaken if we suppose that the difference 
Between the King’s and the Company’s Government is not 
perfectly knoAvn in Persia. It is highly desirable that 
the intercourse with London should cease, and that with 
Bengal be revived, for many reasons referable to our 
Indian, as well as to our European interests. But I am 

* That iSj trader Mr. Caaning’a system-— " without credeatials from the 
Crown.” 
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quite certain that this object cannot be effected for many 
years, unless the person to be employed should not ouly 
be accredited by the Crowm as well as by the Company, 
but should likewise be well acquainted with the country, 
the people, their maimers, &c. This is my opinion, and 
K I will deliver it wherever I may have an opportunity.” 

Canning, however, was not to be moved. “ I beg leave 
to observe,” he wrote to Mr. Wynne, who was then 
President of the India Board, “ that the whole and sole 
object of the transfer which I proposed was to make the 
Mission wholly Indian, and get rid of credentials from 
the Crown an4 correspondence with England altogether; 
, and that I proposed this arrangement to you, to be pro- 
posed to the East India Company, leaving to them ex- 
clusively the selection of an ambassador whom they were 
exclusively to pay, instruct, and accredit.” It need not 
be added that on such a question as this the dictum of 
the Foreign Office was decisive. It was determined that 
a Mission on a very moderate scale should be sent from 
India, without credentials from the Crown.* And in this 
state our relations with Persia continued for some years. 
If it were really Canning’s intention that the Mission 
should be exclusively under the control of the Indian 
Government, that intention was not fulfilled. In spite of 
the nominal authority of the Company’s Government, the 
Foreign Office exercised undeniable control over the 
Mission, until, in the year 1835, it again assumed the 
direct charge of our Persian diplomacy, and has ever 
since unfortunately retained it. The opinions of Wel- 
lington, Canning, and Malcolm have been ignored, and 
tke evils predicted by the last-named have, consequently, 

been abundantly fulfilled. 

• ' ■ 

^ It May be mei.tioiied liere that (afterwards Sir Jolm)^acdoiiald, wlio 
tlie officer actually ajpomted to the had married Lady Malcolni’s sister, 
charge of the Slission was Major He was Eommated by Lord 
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In the flut nunn of the year 1824, Sir John Malcolm 
set out on an excursion in Scotland, in the course of 
which he saw some old friends, and made some new ones, 
and visited, in goodly company, many places which he 
had not before explored. His family letters, written 
chiefly to his eldest daughter, exhibit a growing delight 
in the beauties of inanimate nature, and abound in de- 
scriptions of scenery. He visited Burnfoot, of course, 
spent some time in Edinburgh and Griasgow, inspected 
Owen’s establishment at Lanark, of which he wrote a long 
account, and next lionised the Falls of the Clyde; thence 
to Stirling, on a visit to Sir Eobert Abercrombie ; and 
thence to his old friend Mr. Johnstone of Alva, who 
“insisted on taking” him to Tuliboli to see Sir Henry 
Moncrieff. Kemembering the admonition, ‘ ’■ Thine own 
friend md thy father's forsake not,” Malcolm 

required little persuasion to start upon this pilgrimage. 
I will give Sir John’s own account of t^he visit, and of 
another which he paid immediately afterwards to the 
aged parents of his old friend and pupil, John Low.* 
There is a fine characteristic flavor about the following 
passages in his journal : 

When we left Dollar, I went to a woman standing at the door 
of a house to inquire the best way to Tuliboli. ‘ You’ll gang 
just on till you come to a stane on the road; then ye’ll turn and 
gang straight by the Crook.’ ‘What,’ said I, ‘straight by a 
crook!’ ‘Ay,’ replied the dame, with an unmoved 'face; ‘but 

ofi Sir John’s recommendation. “ The to any others ; that his knowledge and 
best proof which I can give you.” experience of the countiy will render 
wrote the Governor-General, " of the him the most effective minister I could 
weight of your recommendations, is have chosen ; in short, that in anythkg 
to tell you that I have just appointed relating to Persia I could not do better 
Major Macdonald our Eesident Mi- than be guided by your opinion.” 
nister in Persia. He had a powerful * Now General John LoTv, C.B., 
competitor in a Bengal Civfl servant, member of the Supreme Council of 
but I am willinf to think that Major India. 

Macdonald’s pretensions were superior 
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it’s no a crook in the road, hut a crook in the river, which ye must 
gang by ! Then, when ye’re doun on a wee east (about a mile), 
baud west for twa miles, and when ye come to a road between twa 
dykes, which gangs north, just go down it and you’ll see the 
Toun!’ I reported the directions, at which Johnstone laughed. 
The Toun,* he informed me, meant the old solitary house of Tuli- 
boli, at wliich we at length arrived. Lady Moncreiff was not well, 
but I passed a most delightful day and evening with the old gen- 
tleman. Sir Harry Moncreiff, though seventy-eight, retains all 
his faculties perfect. He is a man who mixes sound piety with 
great energy, judgment, and decision. He leads, and has long 
led, what are mockingly called the Highflyers of the Scottish 
Kirk. But to this evangelical party Scotland owes the steady 
resistance to tlioSe daily attacks made upon her excellent and 
moderate establishments. An attempt is now in progress to give 
favorites and Government parsons two offices, such as that of 
principalf of a college and minister of a large parish. It has suc- 
ceeded ; but so much has been by Sir Harry, Professor Mac- 
gill, of Glasgow, and others, to expose the evil tendency of acts 
that, by giving men more duties than they can perform, must 
either render them negligent heads or professors in a college, or 
unfaithful ministers of religion, as also the danger of making 
pluralists in the Scotch Establishment, that the experiment will 
probably not be repeated. I shall buy you Sir tiarry’s Sermons 
and works on the Evidences for Christianity, by which you will 
judge of the piety and strength of his mind. He has other 
qualities you would like. He is the most cheerful of men, and 
is full of entertaining anecdote, with a warm heart to his friends, 
and amongst the dearest of those the Burnfoot family have ranked 
for forty years. 

From Tuliboli I made an excursion of thirty-five miles to see 
old Mr. Low, of Clatto, the father of John Low, who was so lon^ 
with me in India, and ranks at the head of my \\h% of soldier 
famrites, I had given no warning, for I was uncertain to the 
la|t whether I should he able to visit them. When I entered the 

^ Th#word is Saxon for a Iiouse, ment at Glasgow, and carried by the 
and the country people still use it in its influence of Governm^t to please the 
original signification.— J. M. Duke of Montrose.— J. M. 

f This was done in a late appoint- 

V^ 2 E 
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drawing-TOoiii j I fottud a respectableJooMiig old ladjj whom 

from her comtenance to be the mother of my friend* I annonnced 
myself, and she gave almost a shot|t of delight. She hastened omt 
of the room the moment she had seated me near her daughter, 
and returned with one of the heartiest and happiest-looldng men, on 
the verge of fourseore, I had ever seen. His largehand was stretched 
out to welcome the General about whom bis boys (his son William 
had also been with me) had written so much. Their letters, said 
he, have contained little, for six years, hut Sir John Malcolm, and 
here you are at Clatto ! I told him I was aware he had heard 
enough of me, and was therefore determined to let him see what 
kind of a person it was about whom his sons, particularly John, had 
plagued him so much. At this moment Colonel Bethune, a son- 
in-law who lived near, and had come in, was going to send away 
his horse to walk home, but I begged he would lend him to me, ^ 
as I saw the spires of the auld town of St. Andrews at about a 
distance of six miles. ^It is now two o^^lock,^ I said; ^ I shall 
return by five, after seeing this once celebrated residence of 
royalty and present seat of learning. Besides, I. have four old 
Indian friends that I must shake hands with.’ ^^You are welcome 
to the horse,’ said Colonel Bethune. ^It rains,’ said Mrs. Low. 

will not halt long enough,’ I replied, ^ at any place to get 
wet.’ Go along,’ said old Low. ^ It is exactly as John wrote 
us ; and bring any or all of your friends that you can persuade to 
dinner. I have sent for my youngest son Henry, who is ten miles 
off, shooting; but the servant knows why he is wanted, and said 
be would find and bring him if above ground.’ 

A^vay I trotted, saw the noble remains of monasteries, cathe- 
drals, and palaces at St. Andrews, shook hands with a General 
Campbell, who was kind to me as a boy; writh a Colonel Wilson, 
who was secretary to my commander when I Was at the wildest^ 
a^d whose goodness has helped me out of many a scrape ; and 
with Captain Binny, who taught me Bersian ; and with Colonel 
Glass, a brother sportsman. They were not less surprised than 
delighted with this flying visit, and it gave me much gratificatim. 

I got hack in time for dinner at Clatto, where I passed a de- 
lightful evening. The old gentleman, who had returned from 
India forty-fiour years, married a Miss Malcolm,, bought the estate, 

and built the house (an excellent one), in which he has ever since 

: „ .. ■ . 
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lived. Hcj or rather she— for it is as tisual the mother^s work — 
has brought up a large family, all of whom are well settled in life. 
Two of the daughters married intimate friends of mine, Colonel 
Deas, and Colonel Foulis; another married Colonel Bethune, who 
has the adjoining estate ; and one, unmarried, lives with Mrs. Low’s 
sister, Lady Fettes, near Edinburgh. With the family materials 
1 had, and the praises truth entitled me to giTe their sons, you 
may suppose conversation did not flag. But there was another 
source of pleasure to the old gentleman. Several ofl&cers who had 
been his friends as ensigns had by accident been my commanding 
officers when I went first to India, and I had been at the same 
stations he had. The revival of these personalities and localities 
delighted him beyond measure. He gave me Madeira sixty years 
old, which he Bad brought from India. His memory was as 
' fresh as if he had only left the scenes of which we talked a few 
months. ^I have to thank God,’ said he, as we parted, ^ for the 
health and happiness I^enjoy ; but I was really beginning to think 
it was but a frail tenure a man of my age held life upon. This 
visit, however, is like a new lease. I shall live for some years to 
come upon the recollections of this day.’ Mrs. Low, with whom 
both you and your mother would be much pleased, confirmed this 
speech next morning at six o’clock, when she rose to get me my 
breakfast before I went away in the Cupar coach. She gave me 
more calm, but not less sincere thanks for my considerate visit. 
I assured her I had gratified myself as much as I had them, and 
went towards Edinburgh quite in good humor with myself and all 
:the world.”:/ . 

After ten days spent at Edinburgla, wlxere as ever lie 
was most hospitably entertained by the good people of 
that most hospitable city, Malcolm turned his face south- 
ward, and visited Abbotsford. was two days there/’ 

he wrote to his daughter, and most delighted was my 
friend Sir Walter to see me. We walked together over 
all his estate, and looked at all Ms fine castle. We had 
a large party and many a tale, and Sir Walter declares 
that I beat him in legends. But his is the ^wizard’s art 
of giving them the shape that delights the world.’’ From 
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Walter Scott’s, Malcolm went to Minto, “the lord 
■of which came to Abbotsford to meet him, and was his 
guide through the country;” then continuing his journey 
southward, he paid another visit to Burnfoot, and Te- 
tumed home in the course of November. 

The year 1825, in the annals of Sir John Malcolm’s 
life, was remarkable chiefly for a visit which he paid in 
the summer to France, at the time when all the country 
was astir with the thought of the coronation of Charles 
the Tenth. The Duke of Northumberland, with whom 
Malcolm was on terras of intimacy, was then Ambassador 
Extraordinary to the French Court; and both he and 
the Duchess — an old friend — were glad to welcome him , 
at the French capital. His journey thither was distin- 
guished by no noticeable incident. He left Hyde Hall on 
the 19th of May, spent a day.or two in London, crossed 
from Dover to Calais on the 23rd, and thence proceeded 
on by diligence through Boulogne, Abbeville, and Beau- 
vais, to the capital. 

On the day after his arrival he dined with the Duke 
■of Northumberland, and “ was warmly invited to accom- 
pany him to Kheims,” in the cathedral of which the 
King was to be crowned. “Nothing,” he wrote, “can 
be more splendid than the Duke’s hotel and the style of 
his entertainment.” On the evening of the 27th he 
started by diligence for Eheims, with a “motley party,” 
on “ an overloaded machine;” and after a break-down at 
Soissons, arrived just in time to be too late to witness 
the King’s entry into the town. “However,” wrote 
Malcolm, “we followed close in his track, and along the 
road. For the last ten or twelve miles, we found triumphal 
arches at short distances from each other, some of 
painted wood, some of leaves and flowers, deccSrated 
with inscriptions of the King’s name, thd" Dauphin, the 
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Dauphiness, &c,, with mottoes expressive of the virtues 
of the Eoyal Family and the attachment of the people. 
When we entered the bouhdaries of Eheims, the beauty 
and the style of these tributes of loyalty and respect in- 
creased, and the interest of the scene became much 
* greater from the crowd of people who had floated in to 
see their King.” 

On entering the town, Malcolm went at once to the 
Duke of Northumberland’s hotel.* The Duke himself 
was absent in attendance on the King, but the house was- 
full, and among the family and suite were some of Mal- 
colm’s old fiierfds, and others, too, among the visitors of' 
•* the Ambassador.f ‘‘ The splendor of the Duke’s equip- 
ment,” he ■wrote in his journal, “and the style of his. 
expenditure, as well as his own unpresuming manners, I 
found the talk of all Frenchmen, and it is equally the 
wonder.” A French lady told Malcolm that they talked 
more about Ids Duke than her King. 

On the 29 th of May, Charles X. was crowned in the 
cathedral of Eheims. Malcolm was charmed with the 
spectacle, and on his return to his lodgings wrote the 
following account of it in his journal : 

“ I am just returned from the consecration, or coronation (•iknow 
not "which to call it), of Charles X. of France! I never was more 
gratified than by this scene. The cathedral is a fine and a large 
building, and has been recently fitted up, painted, and ornamented 

■» Malcolm says that this house, fortable and more independent. A 
though “ dirty and almost unfur- French officer was, however, obliged to 
iiished,” cost the duke 2000;. for the go through Malcolm’s bedroom on his 
week. It was large, however, and way to his own ; and although he ge- 
cljjse to the cathedral. nerally retired two hours after Mai- 

t The party was so large, that Mai- oolm, he always stopped to apologise 
oohu wrote they were au obliged to before passing Sir John’s bed— not a 
“doubleup.” The cbaplain offered bad illustration of French 
his room to Sir John; but Mr. R. It would have been the chief care of a 
Clive had secured hfm a cleanly lodg- polite Englishman to |5ass through the 
ing hard by, where he was more com- room without "waking his neighbour. 
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for tliis occasion. Its centre and great aisles were surmounted by 
galleries and decorated seats, in which, according to their ranks 
and classes, were placed princes -of the blood, princesses, am- 
bassadors, peers, peeresses, marshals of France, generals, while 
common officers of all ranks below lieutenant-generals were, with 
strangers, mixed up according to favor or accommodation. 

A volume has been dedicated to the description of the scene, 
which lasted nearly five hours, but was never wearisome ; for, in- 
dependent of that gratification which the eye derived from a con- 
templation of the whole splendor of the scene, it could fix as it 
chose on individuals who had played a great part in that wonder- 
ful drama which Europe has presented during the last thirty-five 
years: the King, so long an emigrant in Engl|nd, at the age of 
sixty-eight receiving his crown with all those ceremonials that 
had attended the coronation of his illustrious ancestors ; the Dauphin 
and the Duke of Orleans, after the vicissitudes of their past life, 
placing the crown on their relation aivl king; the venerable 
Duke de Bourbon (Oonde) standing near, and though bent by 
years, looking with delight on the ceremony. The Duchess of 
Angouldme, who is by all revered for the miseries of her early 
life, and by many almost worshipped for her piety and her 
charities, looked as if she felt deeply what was passing. The 
young Duchess of Berri, though her manner is that of a girl, 
seemed to me— and I was near her' — to fix her attention at times 
upon the scene, which, if I read her thoughts aright, associated it 
with the contemplation of its repetition; and considering the age 
of the Dauphin as well as the King, the elevation of her son (the 
Duo de Bordeaux) is probably no very distant event. 

Near the King, when he entered, was the Head Chamberlain of 
France, Talleyrand, whose history is more interwoven with the re- 
volution, the wars, the restorations, and the treaties which have dis- 
turbed and settled Europe, than that of any living being. I saw, 
as he stood before me, the bishop, casting off his mitre and his 
robes, become one among those devotees at the shrine of Reason 
who stripped the king to whom he owed allegiance, and the 
nobility to which he belonged, of all the dignity and respect which 
the usage of ages had granted them. The next appearance^ of this 
able, but unprincipled man, was to awaken from the mad dream 
of Eberty and equality, and to aid in building up with new mate- 
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rials a building not unlike in all its essential parts that wMch bad 
been destroyed. When the master- workman, Buonaparte, had 
succeeded with such aids in completing this edifice, and had be- 
come drunken with success, I saw, in the withered and decrepid 
man before me, the calm, calculating priest and statesman who tried 
in vain to prevent his fatal errors in Spain, and who raised his 
warning voice against the disastrous expedition to Russia. Dis- 
trusted, if not degraded for his wisdom by their enemy, his feelings 
and his interests led him to contribute to the restoration of the 
Bourbons, by whom, though no longer employed beyond the ho- 
norary duties of his high office, he is treated with respect and atten- 
tion. There are few men who have passed so unhurtthrough such 
extraordinary vicissitudes, and fewer to whom remarkable worldly 
wisdom has so Veil supplied the absence of good and great 
' qualities. 

In one line there were standing before me eight marshals of 
France— Jourdan, Soult, Mortier, Marmont, Oudinot, Macdonald, 
Lauriston, and Molitor. The (Ji’st and oldest of these carried me 
back to the days of Robespierre, and all the rest, except Mortier 
(who was promoted last year for his conduct in Spain), had re- 
ceived their bfitons from Buonaparte, with whose greatest suc- 
cesses their names are associated. Their look and their manner is 
decidedly different from that of the more ancient nobility of 
France; but the chivalric and finished courtier and soldier of the 
time of Henry IV, had degenerated into a count or marquis, 
who, polite and brave, but trifling and proud, and who, from 
having all his pretensions from external causes, looked down on 
the other classes, and was little known to those he occasionally 
commanded. The cross (as sportsmen would call it) of rough, 
strong soldiers, will do great good to the nobility of France; and 
while the difference between them daily ceases, both parties will 
be improved. It is impossible to describe all the remarkable cha- 
racters I saw, but when I looked at them, all in one group as* it 
were, assembled at the coronation of a Bourbon, after a lapse of 
iiearly fifty years, since the occurrence of that ceremony, my mind 
was filled with recoUections of the past, contemplation on the pre- 
sent, and speculation as to the future. I hardly heeded the cere- 
monies, though ^tliese were very imposing. The ^sathedral was, 
inside, much larger and grander, both in the building and decora- 
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tions, than Westminster Abbey; but it did not admit of a pro- 
cession, and there was no great Westminster Hall to dine in. 
The French procession was necessarily in broken parties. This 
was so far pleasing to an inquisitive spectator such as I was, as it 
gave him time to ask who one party were, before the next made 
their appearance. Cardinals, archbishops, bishops, canons, vicars, 
peers, heralds, guards, gold-sticks, came, prayed, stood, paraded 
before my eyes. 

The grand oiBcks of the Court preceded the King, who had the 
great part to perform. He was seated at one moment, at prayers 
the next, then disrobed, afterwards robed, the rich royal mantle 
put upon him, after which the crown of Charlemagne was put 
upon his head by the Dauphin, the Duke of Orleans, and the 
Duke of Bourbon, who came afterwards, when the King’s con- 
fession was over, and took the communion together, and the King ^ 
having put on other robes, had the ancient crown taken off, and 
a light one formed of diamonds put in its^^place. And in all the 
ceremonies he went through, nothing pleased me so much as the 
clear and strong voice in which he took his oath. He was 
anointed by the officiating cardinal, and during^ this process, as 
well as at other periods, very fine anthems were sung. Indeed, 
nothing could be better than the instrumental music. One or two 
voices were also wonderfully good, but when the whole conclave 
of cardinals, bishops, &c., joined in chorus, it was not so attractive. 

The only part of this ceremony that caused me, as a Protestant, 
■who wants the reverence a good Catholic has for every part of 
the ves|mentsof his pontiff, to smile, was the frequent taking on 
and putting off the rich embroidered mitres of the bishop. When 
the ceremony was worldly, they wore the covering to their heads, 
when spiritual, they were uncovered. The canon whose office 
this is takes the mitre off and folds it up, carrying it with great 
reverence before him ; when he puts it on, two long flaps that fold 
upVith the mitre fall from it down the back of the bishop.” 

On the day after the coronation, Malcolm, not with on t 
some difficulty, owing to a scarcity of horses and car- 
riages natural at such a time, commenced his journey 
hack to Paris; and the new month fouild him again 
securely lodged in the Eue de Eichelieu. He was soon, 
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under the genial auspices of the Duke and Duchess of 
Northumberland, immersed in the gaieties, and sur- 
rounded by the literary -and scientific society of the 
French capital. He made or renewed his acquaintance 
at this time with many eminent men. Since his visit to 
’ Paris, ten years before, his reputation as a soldier, as a 
statesman, and as a man of letters, had ripened beneath 
the warm sun of success. It was in the last-named cha- 
racter that he was best known on the Continent. His 
works had been translated into several European lan- 
guages. In France and Germany especially there was a 
growing taste jSor Orientalism ; and in Eussia his “ His- 
■. tory of Persia” had been studied with an amount of 
interest proportioned to the importance of the subject in 
the estimation of th§ northern conqueror. Altogether he 
occupied a much larger space in the world’s eye than 
when he visited Paris after Waterloo ; and he now found 
his own name sufficient passport to the best society of the 
most brilliant capital of Europe. Small as is the space 
now remaining to me, I must give some extracts from 
Malcolm’s last Parisian journal: 

June 16 . — ^Went this morning to Lady William Bentinck’s, 
where I met Soult. We fell into conversation, and continued it 
on various subjects for at least two hours. He was very inquisi- 
tive as to the actual state of Persia, of Turkey, and the probable 
designs of Russia. The freedom with which I gave ray senti- 
ments upon these points had its effect upon him, and he lost by 
degrees all that reserve which belongs to his usual character. 

He spoke of Buonaparte’s designs against England. He pos- 
sessed, he said, a volume of letters upon the subject. “The 
project,” said he, “which he formed of an invasion of your 
country was suited to his tactics, which were to march directly to 
his poyit. If he conquered England, Europe was conquered, and 
he cared nothing for the advance of the legions of Germany, pro- 
vided he could have dated one letter from London.” “The 
battle of Trafalgar,” said Soult, “dispelled the charm; but when 
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^ Le marched against Russia, it was still England that was his 
object, and all means that Russia could furnish, had that expedi- 
tion succeeded, would have been turned against India. We 
might never have brought back a man from England had we 
gone over, and our troops might have perished on the road to 
India, but Napoleon was sincere and earnest in both these pro- 
jects.” 

Soult, speaking of Spain, said he did not concur with me in 
thinking the condition of that countiy would involve the Conti- 
nent. Your recognition of the independence ofits colonies has put 
an extinguisher upon the importance of that country.” Speaking of 
South America, he observed : There were few greater wonders in 
this extraordinary age than that of Englishmen and English capital 
being employed in working the mines of Mexico ; and if all your 
steam-engines,” said he, work to good purpose, where lies that 
relative value of gold and silver ? Those metals, when found in 
great <juantities, must cease to have their present price; and what 
changes might we not expect fronj this revolution in the value of 
money throughout the globe.” V 

Soult said that England presented at this moment the most 
extraordinary spectacle of a nation which, raised as it was ahove 
others by unparalleled credit, was now on full march to improve- 
ments of every kind, and giving an impulse to the whole world. 

During the late protracted contest,” said he, you spent your 
revenue ten times over, and now your Ministers, guided as they 
are by public opinion, are taking step after step to advance you 
still higher. Your bold adoption of new principles of commercial 
policy must be attended with benefit, and other nations must follow 
the same path.” 

Soult spoke with enthusiasm on Peefs Bill on Juries. 

He told me that he thought Greece would yet involve Europe. 
He agreed with me that in Russia, as a military empire, progress 
w£s a law of existence. She could not stop; but he thought her 
views pointed more to the west than the east at this moment; her 
views to the east could alone he directed against us, and he^' 
jealousy of England was natural. I speak with more freedom,” 
said he, on such subjects, as my country is not now in a pmtioii 
to act a prominent part; but Russia must certainlj- look with soli- 
citude to every means to counterbalance that great power you 
derive, both in peace and war, from your superiority at sea.” 
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Persia lie thought likely to come forward, both from the designs 
of Russia and the changes to which the wretched empire of the 
Turks was destined at no very^distant period. He was evidently 
destitute of good information on Persia, and to make him under- 
stand the books of travels lately published, I told him I would 
send him a French edition of the History of Persia. 

When speaking of the different occupations with which a man 
of active habits might amuse or occupy himself, Soult said, that 
after the battle of Austerlitz he had five or six months of compa- 
rative idleness ; that finding the indolence in which he began to 
indulge brought on a pain in his wounded leg, which seemed some- 
thing like gout, he determined to give himself some active em- 
ployment. At first he took to shooting. That did not fill his 
mind. He then ^determined to study botany, and having a very 
skilful man in his camp, he commenced to take lessons. ^^You 
would hardly believe,” said he, how the love of this science crept 
upon me. I mastered^its difficult nomenclature, and then used to 
employ myself daily in collectii^g and examining plants and herbs. 
I sought them on plains and on the tops of hills, and used to re- 
turn to my quarters with my pockets full of flowers. I never 
recollect,” concluded Soult, being more ardent in any pursuit; 
and independent of the pleasure I received at the moment, and 
have since derived, from the pursuit and attainment of some know- 
ledge in this branch of science, the exercise it caused me to 
take completely dispelled all symptoms of gout.” 

JmiG 18.— Took Humboldt to dinner at the Duke of Northum- 
berland’s, where we had a small but pleasant party. Went in the 
evening to les Grands Appartements— a royal soiree. We had the 
whole suite of rooms of the Tuileries open and filled with fine 
ladies and fine gentlemen. Many, and amongst them all the 
Royal Family, were playing at cards. The Duchess of Northum- 
berland had the Duke de Grammont as her partner at whist, 
against the Duchess of Beni and Marshal Soult. 

The Duke of Northumbeiiand told me that the King and 
others had admitted, the other night, at the hal u la cowry that he 
had given extraordinary proof of his courage and ability in stand- 
ing up and going through a French country-dance, never having 
seen one before.^ and not having danced at all for twelve years ! 

Humboldt, speaking of the acquaintance I had established with 
Soult, and of the desire the Marshal had expressed to cultivate 
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mj friendship, said, Do not neglect his offer, for though we maj 
smile at his principles, he is the only one of the marshals who has 
a mind that extends beyond his profession.” 

The King never loses an occasion of being attentive to the 
English he happens to know, and to others of that country. As he 
was walking last night through the ra^iks we had made for 
him at his soiree, he was particular in his attentions to me. He 
asked me how long I meant to stay, and hoped I had been gratified 
with my visit. I said that I meant to go in three or four days, 
and that I esteemed it fortunate I had come on so auspicious an 
occasion. I trust,” returned the King, as you are pleased with 
us, we shall soon see you again, General.” 

I had a lono' conversation with Marshal Lauriston about his 
father, Monsieur Law, who was one of the most distinguished 
French officers in India in the year ! 7 58. He appeared much 
pleased to find me so familiar with his history. 

Lauriston appears one of the greatest favorites (amongst those 
of Buonaparte^s school) at Court j his manners are more assimilated 
than those of the others to the courtiers who are about the King — 
the Damonts and the Grammonts. I was Introduced to the 
former by my good friend the Duke of Richelieu, who said, and 
I believe with truth, as he did me that honor, ^^ This, Sir John, 
is one of the best-hearted men we have in France.” 

I had taken Humboldt in my carriage yesterday to the Duke 
of Northumherland’s. After dinner I asked him if he was going 
home. ^‘^Home!” said the Baron; ^^that word is unknown in 
Paris. ^Ko person speaks of, much less goes to, such a place 1” 

I gave a small dinner to-day, at which I had Humboldt, 
Klaprotb, Colonel Wilson, Mr. Robert Clive, Major Close, Sir 
G. Staunton, and young Lubbock. It was an attention to some of 
these, and it brought others together who it was of consequence to 
themselves and not unimportant to objects of science should 
meet. This particularly applied to Humboldt and Colonel 
Wilson, as the latter possesses and may impart much information 
of great importance to the former. /i% 

Humboldt was for nearly three hours the soul of the party. I 
have seldom met any inan more complete In any branch of know- 
ledge than he is in all that relates to Mexico and Peru. This is 
shown by bis rendering subjects which are difficult and abstruse, 
clear and intelligible even to the unlearned. He gave me a 
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perfect new light upon the subject of the mines. America will, 
according to him, gain more than we shall by our speculations in 
that quarter ; and the gain of America will be more from the in- 
tellect and spirit of enterprise that we carry amongst them, than from 
our steam-engines. The lattei’,” he says, are neither required, 
nor can they be applied to the extent English speculators believe. 
Ten of the mines have water in them. The ore is found in others 
near the surface; and others are situated almost in inaccessible 
parts, where good roads can neither be made nor kept in repair.” 

The most productive mines have been discovered within the 
last sixty years, but Humboldt has no alarm at either the enter- 
prise or the skill of the speculators depreciating the metal, either 
by new discoveries or the application of superior art in working 
the mines of South America. It will take years to bring the pro - 
eduction to what it 'was some thirty years ago; and if there was an 
increase, according to him, it is difficult to believe that it would 
ever be in a proportion to affect the currency. After all, like 
other articles of demand, its production vrill no doubt be regu- 
lated by the market. The substitution of paper money, the 
decrease of demand in the East Indies, where there is less made 
up in ornament aild buried than there was when that country was 
more unsettled, have affected the market. 

The great objects of Humboldt’s present pursuits are the mean 
temperature of different parts of the globe, and how that is 
affected by elevation, table-lands, vicinity to sea, &c., &c. There 
is no instance within my knowledge of a man of real science 
living so much in society as Humboldt, and to this he owes 
much. His rank and reputation enable him to command the 
best. He seeks and is sought by all minds of the first order. 
His manners are pleasing, and he has some wit and constant 
clieerfulness. He is as ready to mix in trifling as serious conver- 
sation. The consequence is, none are genes with him ; and he is 
not only in the constant exercise of his faculties, but in tlmt 
collision with men of calibre which gives him an opportunity of 
proving every idea as it rises in his mind, and saves him from 
many of those dogmas to which insulated philosophers give birth, 
and wl;^ich, even when convinced of their errors, they cannot bear 
■■■to; abandon.,"; 

The fault of llumboldt’s early writings was that ?hey Were Too 
diffuse. There was, the critics thought, along , with his ifacts, a 
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disposition to tlieoTis6j wliicli, fed as it was by abundant streams 
of knowledge, became a sea of whiob the shores were not always 
discernible. Many of these theoxies were disputed, and some 
were, no doubt, untenable; but the success of these early attacks 
by English j ournals led to a spirit of animadversion that was not 
always liberal. 

Tire fault to which I have alluded some may still discover in 
his conversation. It is a cup of knowledge always overflowing, 
and the moment you have drunk, it is replenished. In such 
abundance there must be some part of the mixture the quality of 
which you may question. His mind, from his position in his 
favorite branches of knowiedge and in society, appears to me to 
run too hastily to conclusions. For instance : “ The peninsula of 
India, said he, after some facts had been added '"to those he before 
possessed of its great ridges, falling after you leave Malwah, and r 
rising as you approximate the equator— “ the peninsula of India 
must once have been an island. This is shown by the elevation 
of such and such mountains, by such and such discovery of shells. 

I suppose,” continuM he, ^^ that the sea once came so and so.” 
Now all this might have been ; but a greater collection of facts 
would, probably, convince his clear judgment that the proba- 
bilities are against the conclusion to which he hurried. This was, 
of course, only in conversation, but it is a specimen of his mind; 
but let it be remarked, he appears to have no tenacity of opinion. 
He is quite strong enough to confess error, and has that best 
symptom of a really great man — an unsatiable thirst of informa- 
tion, gj-ounded on a conviction that he, with all his talents and 
all his eiForts, is only at the portico of knowledge. 

To finish this little sketch of my friend Humboldt, let me add 
that I never see him happier than when attending and conversing 
with the young and gay on indifferent subjects; and I notice with 
particular pleasure he is an excellent chaperon to the ladies, and 
that without the slightest change of manner. In him there is no 
affectation of lightness. He never appears a philosopher conde- 
scending to his company, but is natural throughout, having learnt, 
no doubt, that what sapient fools call folly is often sense, and that 
were it otherwise, the bow will never retain its elasticity which is 
never unbent.^ ^^The man that is always wise is^a fool.” 

June 21. — Dined at the Duke of Northumberland's. Went to 
Baron Montalembert ■$, and met Lady Granville, Duchess ^^of 
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Narbotine, Princess of PoHgnac^ Madame DavidofF, Duke Maten 
Eiclielieu, Prince Polignao, Lord Morpetli, &c. When I was 
going away, I received a verj pressing and sincere invitation 
from Lord Morpeth to visit him in Cumberland if ever in his 
vicinity. 

Went to Sir Sydney Smith’s. Met Mr. Pergusson, the Advo- 
cate-General of Bengal, who had. returned from India by a very 
interesting route. After travelling through Persia and Georgia, 
he had gone towards the Black Sea, skirted its coast, and gone to 
Odessa, where he had met WoronzoSJ and been most kindly 
treated by him. From Odessa he had come to Vienna ,* and the 
distance was only nine hundred miles. He was fifteen days, 
travelling with twelve horses. It was winter, and the roads and 
weather were equffly bad. Mr.*F ergusson gives a sad account of 
# our condition in Persia. We are held light, and no respect is 
shown to the English character. He said it was impossible to 
convey an idea of the warm feeling all ranks still cherished for 
me. The King, he said, ashed about me; so did the Prince Abbas 
Mir^a, and, he might add, every man down to the lowest in the 
country. It was a sad policy, Mr. Fergusson remarked, that 
abandoned that country to its fate; and from what he saw and 
heard, he appeared convinced the heir apparent leans wholly on 
Kussia.^ 

The Princess Polignao came to Sir Sydney Smith’s, and made 
herself very pleasant. She told us a good story of an Irish maid, 
who in announcing Le Pere Elyse de Ch&teau, called him ^^Fa- 
ther Elyse from the Castle ! ” " m 

June 22. — Klaproth called this morning, and 1 settled with 
him to send me the prospectus of his periodical Review of the 
Russian Voyages, &c. Those interesting books are lost to the 
public, from the language in which most of them are written being 
almost unknown in the south of Europe. 

M. Klaproth tells me he translated a great part of the. Map lof 
China now at the India House, and if that map is sent to the 
English Ambassador’s, or any place in Paris, he wiU engage to 
make a complete translation free of all expense to the Company, on 
the so3^ condition that he is at liberty to use the information it 
contains for his present work qn China. ' ^ ^ 

M. Klaproth mentioned that Monsieur Garnberg, the French 
Consul-General at Tiflis, is just come to Paris. He is full of pro- 
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jects of improvements. The Emperor has made a grant of forty 
thousand acres for a French colony in Georgia. The Emperor 
and his Ministers want to establish a commerce from France to 
the Black Sea, and from its eastern ports, through Mingrelia, with 
Tiflis, which is to be an emporium for eastern trade ! 

June2Z . — This morning paid visits (to take leave) to Lady 
Granard, Lady William Bentinck, Mrs. Burke, Lord Granville, 
and the Duke of Northumberland. Went into the mail at six 
o’clock, and reached Calais at ten o’clock next night. Embarked 
next morning at five o’clock on the Mountaineer steam-boat, which 
brought us to the Tower-stairs at six o’clock, being exactly forty- 
eight hours from the hotel at Paris. No travelling could be 
pleasanter or better, and the sum total of the expense of the 
journey, including everything, for an individual is 61, 10s. 

Malcolm’s next excursion was to Scotland. He left 
home at the end of July, halted- at Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, and proceeded thence on a tour in the High- 
lands. Having visited Lord Blantyre, Lord John Camp- 
bell, Sir David Baird, and other hiends, had some good 
shooting on the moors, and otherwise enjoyed himself, 
he returned to his family at Hyde Hall. The records of 
this joume3>-, though amusing, contain little that is either 
very remarkable or very characteristic; I may therefore 
pass on to other things. 

This chapter must, of necessity, be a desultory one— 
Malcohn lived a desultory life at this time — ^now in the 
enjoyment of domestic and social happiness ; now enlarg- 
ing his mind by travel ;^now occupied with Hterature ; 
now again distracted by public affairs, and deep in the 
politics of other nations. His correspondence at this 
time seems to have been both scanty and irregular, or if 
not, he did not adhere to his life-long custom of keeping 
copies of his letters. There is one particular corre- 
sppiidence, however, of which some mention ought to be 
made in this chapter. Malcolm never ceased to watch 
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with the liveliest interest the progress of events in Persia 
and the adjoining countries. And he was oppressed with 
a strong conviction that the British Government were 
resolutely bent on neglecting a combination of affairs out 
of which, at no very remote period, difficulties and em- 
barrassments of the most serious kind were likely to arise. 
The “ progress of Russia in the East” had become not 
only a great fact, but a great danger. And Malcolm saw 
clearly how much depended upon the influence which 
British diplomacy acquired for itself at the Persian Court. 
But in Downing-street there was evidently a disposition 
to pooh-pooh 8,11 this ; and to suffer things to take their 
, chance. Even when, at the close of 1826, the Gokchah 
boundary-dispute brought Persia and Russia again into a 
state of actual warfare with each other, it was difficult 
to persuade the Foreign Minister that we had any con- 
cern or any interest in such a conjuncture of affairs. 

That at this .time Persia was less able to contend with 
Russia in the field than she had been twenty years be- 
fore, is a fact recognised by all instructed writers in the 
present day, as distinctly as it was by Sir John Malcolm 
when the war was commenced. The experiment of 
disciplming a regular army after the European fashion, 
in spite of the energetic efforts of the few British officers 
whose services Abbas Meerza bad so eagerly coveted, 
had proved to be nothing more than a failure. Fifteen 
years before, Malcolm had endeavoured to impress upon 
the Persian Government that the real military strength 
of the country must be sought in the irregular levies “of 
home with which, in their own country at least, a disci- 
plined European army would always find it so difficult 
to contend. But Abbas Meerza had taken up European 
drill as a new hobby; and had succeeded only in dimi- 
nishing the military power of the nation. When, thcrs- 
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fore, wax broke out betweea Eussia and Persia at tlie 
end' of 1826, the latter was of course disastrously beaten.* 
Malcolm had foreseen this result, and had clearly 
pointed but the embarrassments which would, arise from it. 
In a memorandum drarvn up at Hyde Hall, m the month 

of September, he had placed his views upon record in a 
series of pregnant pm'agraphs, the truth and sagacity of 
which he confidently left it to time to demonstrate. 
Some part at least of his predictions was fulfilled almost 
as soon as it was recorded. The Persians were defeated 
and compelled to accept the terms which the Eussians 
dictated to them. Intelligence to this effect was com- 
municated to Malcolm in private letters fi:om Colonel 
Macdonald. On the receipt of these communications he 
wrote the following letter to the Duke of Wellington, 

the answer to which, with its , enclosures, I annex . 


^ The Duke of Wellingtou, who had 
recently hecu in Ilussiaj was of opinion 
that tlic Russians were as little pre- 
pared for war as the Persians^ He 
wrote to Malcolm in September, say- 
ing ; I am very much ooliged to you 
for your letter of the 17 ths which ex- 
plains what I did not really understand 
before. I heard that the Emperor of 
Eussia WTis particularly angry with his 
English friends on account of a sudden 
attack made upon them by the Per- 
sians, which was supposed to have been 
instigated by the English, of whom I 
believed there were none in Persia at 
the time. It now appears to have been 
occasioned by their own encroach- 
ments. Menzikoff left St: Petersburg 
a day or two after I arrived there. 
I knew him very well; but he did not 
come to sec me before he went. The 
motive of his mission to that part of 
the empire was not known; hut was 
supposed to be connected with General 
Yemoloff's supposed disposition to 
(dislilML the sueee^gion of tlie Emperor 
Nicholas. 1 don’t know much of the 
polities of that part of the world; but 


guessing from whs^ the Emperor told 
me of fiis- difficulties in that quarter, 
of the large army employed under Ye- 
moloffi, and of its recent reinforcements 
on account of the resistance of the 
Moslcmites hi general to the Russian 
Government, I should say that this 
attack of the Persians is caused by 
considerations of greater depth than 
the mere irritation on account of an 
unsettled claim to a tract of pasture 
ground. It may be connected with the 
general Moslemite resistance in Asia 
above referred to, or it may be the 
mttrecQup of the events of Russia of 
last winter, or of the expectations of 
the beginning of the year of a Turkish 
war ; or more probably of both. But 
to tell you the truth, I don’t inucli re- 
gret this irruption. It will bring the 
Russian council to reflect a little upon 
their general position in Asia, and uia> 
possibly make them more moderate in 
their negotiations at Akcrmaim, in 
which tliey are decidedly in tlic%rong. 
Take my . word for it, that notwith- 
standing their million in arms~or, 
rather, in consequence of their million 


PEESIA AND RUSSIA. 


451 


SIR JOHN MALCOIiM TO THE DUKE OF WELEINOTON. 


Hyde Hall, Dec. 10, 18S6. 

My DEAR Duke,— I have letters from Tabreez as late as the 
14th of October, which contain nothing but what I expected — the 
defeat and retreat of the Persians. 

You will see Colonel Macdonald’s despatches^ which are clear 
and sensible. He writes in his private letter to me that if there is 
not an effort made, or some aid given, the Persian Court will lose 
all hopes of aid from us, and must, therefore, throw themselves 
upon the moderation of a power they cannot resist. You know 
as well as any person what the moderation of Russia is likely 
to be if imrestrained by any fear of giving us offence. 

We have cast away the means of preventing this crisis, and I 
^perceive nothing but an anxiety to get rid of the subject, from a 
persuasion, I suppose, that it has no importance but in the heated 
brains of some Asiatic politicians. 

This impression of tlie sentiments of your Grace’s colleagues 
must prevent my troubling theni again. You, I know, understand 
the motives which lead me to have such anxiety on points that I 
believe, erroneously perhaps, will, if neglected, be the source of 
much future embarrassment, if not danger, to the interests of my 
country. 

I am, &c., 

J. Malcolm. 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

■ ■■■■ m 

London, Dec. 11, 1826. 

My dear Malcolm,— I have received your letter of yesterday. 
I assure you that I have not been inattentive to this Persian afiair, 
and I endose in confidence the opinion which I wrote to Mr. 
Canning upon it, and his answer to me. I am sure I am right.^ 


in arms— they are not better prepared 
for war than their iieighbonrs, and have 
mSrc eanso than others to dread its 
consc;qucnees. I will add this, that 
my visit llnssia, although it has in- 
creased niy respect for that nation in 
general, and has strengthened my con- 
viction that it is invulnerable from all 
continental attack, has shown me that 

2 ( 


the Emperor is not now at least, and 
most probably will not be for some 
time, in a state to do much harm to 
any, excepting, possibly, the Turks; 
and he is convinced that he will do 
better to avoid to attempt even that 
operation. I shall be ^ Strathfield^e 
soon, and I hope 3 ^ou will come and 
shoot some of the partridges there.” 


452 


HYDE HALE. 


||i| 'f, 

III 


I believe I have later intelligence than you have from the seat 

“'Cpeav, from advice. &o«. St. Petersburg tt.l 
teen received the details of rvhich ore kept very secret. But it 
Shy Mr. DorvdesweU Hurt Abb.. Mecra. hod Men upon a 
detachnfent of sis thousand men, under GeneriJ Yemoloff, ant 

W “tally destroyed them. Tire Kegimenl of Moscow (the 

naci loidiiy ^ ^ t-i^ fvnntier last winter after the 

detachment of Guards sent to the frontier last ^ 

affair at St. Petersburg) was among these troop . ^ 

‘an exai^gerated statement. But I entertain no douht that some- 
*ink imprtmt in the w.y of disoslo. ha. ocourred 
■ Ever yours most sincerely, 

Wellington. 

n 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON TO MR. CANNING. 

London, Nov. 21, 1826. 

My BEAR Canning, -I have perused-tho papers hr tlm case 
rervardln- the dispute between tihe Emperor of Russia and the 
K?n<r of Persia, and it appears to me that although tire origind 

.provocation was given 

ncace of the districts of Gokclrali and Balilkloo,_ avowedly be 

Imaging to the King of Persia, the existing hostrh to ar^^ 

•rttiVted to the latter. By the good offices of M .MiUock, 
moans of preventing hostilities had been discovered and agreed to 
by the King and by the Russian Ambassador, Pnnee Meazikoff ; 
but in the mean time accounts had been received by re rni ^ 
Royal? who was on the frontier with an army, that there had beeii 
a successful insurrection within the Russian territory, and he moved 
across the frontier to support the insurgents. 

The state of our engagements appears to be as uolions . lire 
Treaty is defensive, and is stated in the third article to have been 
concluded “for the purpose of repelling the aggression of ene- 
mies;” and the purport of the word “ aggression in this Ireaty 

is an attack upon the territories of another state._ 

'Pile fourth article grants a subsidy to Persia in case the Kuig 
of Persia should be attacked, and contains the following paia- 
cu-aph: “It is further agreed that the said subsidy shaM not be 
fSa in case 410 war with such European naton shall have been 
produced by an aggression on the part of Persia.’ 

The sixth article states that in case Persia should be engaged m 
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a war with any European power at peace with his Majesty, his ^ 
Majesty engages to use his best endeavours to bring Persia and 
such European power to a frigidly understanding. The end of 
the article contains an engagement to support Persia by force, or 
with a sixbsidy, in case his Majesty’s mediation should fail of 
success ; but it is obvious^ from the reference to the preceding 
» articles, that the assistance to be afforded in the case supposed in 
the sixth article depends upon the fact of aggression. 

The King of Persia will still remain, therefore, with the claim 
of his Majesty’s Interference in his favor under the sixth article of 
the Treaty, even thoughit should be decided that, as the aggr#ssor, 
he cannot have his assistance and support. 

I must say that in this case we stand in an unpleasant situation. 

The late Emperor* declined to attend to our mediation in favor of 
'the King of Persia after we had settled for him the Treaty of 
Gulistan ; and the King of Persia is acquainted with this fact, 
and has suffered in consequence. We then call upon him not to 
be tlie aggressor, and his terrll^ories are seized and occupied in 
time of peace. He feels that his Majesty’s interference is of no 
use, and that the Emperor of Russia will not listen to it ; and we 
must not be surprised that be should manifest a disinclination to 
submit to an injustice, particularly considering the state of 
excitement in which his army and subjects were in consequence 
of the disputes of the Russian authorities with tlieir Mahomedan 
subjects, and of the injustice above recited. 

We have a real interest in the preservation of the independence 
and integrity of the Persian monarchy, and the existence ^of this 
interest is well known in Russia, as well as throughout Europe. 

It will not answer, then, to allow the Persian monarchy to be de- 
stroyed, particularly upon a case of which the aggression and 
injustice are undoubtedly on the side of the Russians. The real 
welhimderstood interest of the Emperor of Russia in this case is 
likewise to keep the King of Persia in a state of independence 
and respectability, if not as a barrier between him and India, at 
l<^st as one between the Russian dominions and the wild tribes of 
Mahomeclans in that part of Asia. I think, therefore, that you 
will net find the Emperor disinclined to listen to your counsels 
upon this subject^’ y Ann* 

I am, &c. &c., 

'Wellington. 
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MB. OAENING TO THE DUKE OF WELLINGTOK. 

Eoreigii-Office, Nov. 22, 1826. 

My BEAB Duke of Wellinutok, — I am much obliged to 
you for the trouble you have been so good as to take in looking 
through the Persian papers^ and in giving me your opinion upon 
them. Mine agrees with you in every point but one ; on which j 
however, I am not very confident in my difference of opinion. It 
is this: ' 

Does not the article which defines the casm foechrus to be 
aggression against Persia limit the effect of the whole Treaty , and 
the ann of the sixth article, which promises our mediation? 

Are we hound even to mediate in a case in which Persia was 
the aggressor? ^ 

I do not know that the decision of this Cjuestion either way ^ 
would affect the expediency of mediating, but it would change , the 
nature of the obligation, and leave us more masters of our mode 
and time. - 

The whole Treaty is a most uniucky effort of negotiation ; and 
to add to the difficulties of it, it has never been laid before Parlia- 
ment, as 1 find upon inquiry. ^ 

I shall be very glad of an opportunity of talking with you upon 
this matter as soon as the first pressure of Parliament is over. 

l am, &c., ■ 

Geo. CAKNiKa 


To the Duke's letter, containing these enclosures, Mal- 
colm sent back the followmig reply: 


SIR JOHN MALCOLM TO THE LUKE OF WELLINGTON. 

Hyde Hall^ Bee. 12. 

My bear Duke,— I return the enclosures, with many thanks 
for the confidential communication. You certainty are right. 
There is a positive claim in faith for mediation. I most cordially 
concur in your opinion as to the interest we have in keeping 
Persia in a state of independence and respectability; and the 
interest of Russia iA the same, though I much doubt thaC* Court 
c(5ffl[nuing to«view this subject in the light we db. 

Mr. Canning appears to me, from all I have heard or seen of 
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his opinions, most anxious to shake off Persia. In point of policy 
I believe him to be wrong ; hut, supposing him to he right, he 
must take care that he does not, hy injuring our reputation for 
good faith (no matter how or wherefore this faith was pledged), 
destroy that strength on which me must trust for every stand we 
may hereafter have to make, from the hanks of the Araxes to 
those of the Ganges, against the encroachments of Russia. And 
with respect to all questions of faith, as connected with Asiatic 
states, we must decide them according to their understanding of 
them when the ohligation was contracted. Better for our cha- 
racter to break a treaty at once than to fritter it away with nice 
distinctions drawn from Puffendorff, Grotius, and Vattel, familiar 
to our diplomatists, hut unintelligible to Courts like that of 
Teheran. Such S proceeding tvould add to the belief of our had 
»faith an impression of our art and meanness ! 

I hope the news you have received of the success of the Per- 
sians is true — not that it will alter the result of the war if we stand 
aloof. On the contrary, it will only compel Russia to greater 
efforts, and the ultimate issue must be unfortunate for Persia. 
But these local disasters and checks will afford time for mediation, 
and that will come better after the triumphs than the defeats of 
the Persians. 

I remain, &c., 

J. Malcolm. 

I must bring this chapter to a close. There are events 
pressing forwards for notice, which take a conspicuous 
place in the memoir, though near the end, of Sir John 
Malcolm’s career. But there are one or two anecdotes 
belonging to this period, which ought not to be omitted, 
though I cannot precisely fix the dates at which the in- 
cidents occurred. It was on one of the land excursicfhs 
to which allusion has been made (most probably on his 
jpurney through Wales), that being in the inside of a 
stage-coach he fell, more suo, into conversation with a 
fellow -passenger. His companion was obviously a dig- 
nitary of the Church of England— a man (tf exten’^e 
acquirements, power and subtlety of argummit, and force 
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of expression. The conversation ranged over a consider- 
able variety of subjects, sometimes eliciting concordance, 
sometimes antagonism of sentiment between the speakers. 
After some time, the conversation turned upon a topic 
of Indian interest, upon which there was a serious dif- 
ference of opinion. Malcolm, as may be supposed, main- 
tained his position with much confidence, and supported 
his arguments by the assertion that he had spent the 
best part of his life in India. “It may be so,” said his 
companion, “ but still I cannot yield to j^ou — I have con- 
ceded many points in the course of our conversation, 
but I stand firm upon this — ^for the very highest autho- 
rity on Indian subjects, Sir John Malcolm, is on my „ 
side.” “But I am Sir John Malcolm,” was the answer. 
“It is true that I did say so; but I have since had 
reason to change my opinipn.” Upon this they ex- 
changed cards, and Malcolm was little less pleased than 
his companion when he found that he had been argu- 
ing with the scholarly Ooplestone, Bishop of Llandaff. 

Another story, equally amusing, though less flattering 
to Malcolm, must be told in this place. Having need one 
day to proceed soraeAvhere below London— in all proba- 
bility to the docks — Malcolm hired, as was the wont at 
that tjime, a boat, and was sculled down the great silent 
highway of the Thames. He had not proceeded far when 
the waterman asked him if he had any objection to take 
in a couple of ladies who wanted a cast down the river. 
Malcolm’s ready good-nature would have at once assented 
ter the pi-oposal, even if there had not been within him a 
spice of chivalry and a love of adventure which rendered 
it rather pleasing to him. But when the boatman pullqjl 
alongside the steps of Billingsgate Market, and took in 
two oyster-wives with their baskets, a cloud g^hered 
owr his faoe, he drew his cloak around him, folded his 
arms, and sate stately and reserved in the bows of the 
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boat. The evident annoyance of the gentleman was 
not lost upon the oyster-women. They exchanged looks 
and gestures with each other, and presently broke out 
into verbal comments. “Didst ever, Bess,” said one of 
them toiler companion, “go down to Margate by one 
of them hoys ? It’s rare game to see the folks aboard 
them. There be such differences. Some will be all 
chatty-like and conversable, with something pleasant to 
say to every one, as though they had come out to enjoy 
life and make the best of it. Others can’t make the best 
o’ it, anyhow ; but they gets sick, and goes to the side 
o’ the vessel, and it’s all up with them hi rough water. 

, Them I pities, poor things! Others, again, won’t make 
the best o’ it; but they thinks themselves too good for 
their company, and they goes into a corner, and they 
wraps their cloak about tljem, and they folds their arms, 
and sits silent and dignified — d — n their eyes" 

The effect ©f this, accompanied as it was with a prac- 
tical imitation of the old soldier’s dignified demeanour, 
may be readily conceived. Malcolm burst into loud 
laughter, enjoyed the joke, pocketed the affront, and 
took the hint. In the course of a few minutes he was 
discoui'sing volubly with the oyster-women about the 
mysteries of their profession. He was pleased, interested, 
instructed. Before he reached the docks he had added 
largely to his stores of information. And it used to be 
observed afterwards that Malcolm had a wonderful know- 
ledge of the oyster trade; and people marvelled where 
and how he had contrived to acquire it. • 

“ To think that I should have been such a fool in my 
r old age,” said Malcolm, when he got home and told the 
story to his wife— “I, who have been all my life priding 
myself on my openness and accessibility I ” 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

PREFERMENT. 

[ 1834 — 1827 .] 

PIlOMPm^GS OF AMBITIOIT — BESiaNATION OF SIB T. MU]!?BO — COKTEST FOE 
THE MADEAS GOYEENMENT — ^APFOIISFTMEHT OF ME. LUSHINGTOH— MALCOLM’S 
PENSION — THOUGHTS OF THE HIEECTION— APPOINTMENT TO THE BOMBAY 
GOVEENMENT— THE FAEETELL BINNEE, 

There was mucli — nay, tliere wasWerytMng — ^in tlie 
life wHcli Malcolm was leading at Hyde Hall, to satisfy 
the affections of his warm-hearted, kindly nature : honor, 
love, obedience, troops of friends, were the accompani- 
ments of his every-day existence. But his ambition was 
not laid to rest. He felt that he had not yet done his 
work; and as long as he could serve his country, with 
profit to the state and credit to himself, he thought that 
it would be culpable to be idle. 

It was still his desire, should occasion offer, to be 
Governor of Madras or Bombay. Indeed, he laad not 
been very long domiciled at Hyde Hall before the resig- 
nation of Sir Thomas Munro vacated the Madras Govern- 
ment, and brought Malcolm on to the arena to contend 
for the prize. Munro had written to him, some years 
before, saying— -“If ever you return to India, I hope you,, 
will come out and relieve me ; for I should be delighted 
to see the Government in the hands of a man whcf has 
hafesaore practical experience of India than any Euro- 
pean who ever visited it ; ” and it had long seemed to 
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Malcolm not improbable that the wishes of his old friend ^ 
would in this respect be fulfilled. 

Another old friend, however, on the announcement of 
Munro’s resignation, had bethought himself also of ob- 
. taining the succession. Mountstuart Elphinstone wrote 
. * home to his friends suggesting that he would gladly be 
transferred from the Bombay to the Madras Presidency — 
the latter, in those days, presenting the higher and more 
advantageous appointment j but he expressly stated, at 
the same time, that if Malcolm had come, or intended to 
come, forward as a candidate for the Madras Govern- 
ment, he would on no account advance his pretensions. 

. But it was subsequently intimated to Elphinstone that 
Malcolm had been appointed Envoy to Persia, and in 
this belief he agaip. suggested to his friends the expe- 
diency of asserting his claims to promotion. 

In the mean while, a third candidate had presented 
himself in the person of Mr. Stephen Kumbold Lush- 
iugtou, a Madras civilian, who had married the daughter 
of Lord Harris, and who, on his return to India, had 
been appointed a secretary to the Treasury. This gen- 
tleman, as may be inferred fi’om his official connexions, 
had the support of the Government of the day. The 
Court of Directors were disposed to favor the claims of 
Sir John Malcolm. 

This was in the spring of 1824. On the 17th of 
March, Malcolm addressed a letter to Mr. Canning, who 
was then Foreign Secretary, and, from his long con- 
nexion with the Board of Control, the most influential ' 
member of the Ministry in all matters relating to the 
iGovemment of India,* asking for his support, “There 

* "t’here is no doubt,” wrote tlie influence witlithe,Court of Directors, 
Di^e of Wellingten to Malcolm, at and takes most intesest in lndiste^es- 
this time, " that Mr. Canning has, be- tions.” 
yond all others of the Ministers, most , 
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is only one way,” wrote Canning, in reply, “in whicL. I 
can fairly answer you, whicli is tMs: I am already in 
confidence as to the wishes of another person, to whom, 
however, I have not promised any assistance, citing 
your probable pretensions as my reason for refraniing to 
do so. With regard to that other person, however, I 
am so peculiarly circumstanced that I cannot take any 
part, or express any wish, unfavorable to his success.” 
That other person was Mr. Lushington. 

This answer disappointed and someAvhat chagrined 
Malcolm, Avho believed that Canning’s past support of 
his claims in some degree pledged him stfil to advocate 
his cause. But, in no wise disheartened, he addressed 
himself to the Duke of Wellington, saying, “ As this is, 
probably, the last time in my life I ahall be a candidate 
for such a station, I must neglect no honorable means to 
attain the object of my ambition. ... . . It matters not 
who occupies the ground. My claims are good; and 
neither indilFerence nor opposition from quarters where 
I expected friendship and support, shall make me either 
compromise or resign them. If I fail, I shall learn 
(rather late in life) the value of the praises and profes- 
sions on Avhich I have so long been feasted.” 

This-letter educed the following reply: 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

March 19, 1824. 

Mr DEAR Malcolm,— There is a Council at Carlton House 
at twelve, which I must attend; and as the King has three reports 
to receive from the Recorder, God knows at what hour the 
Council will break up. But I will return from the Council to the'' 
Ordnance OlEce; and if I should be in time and able to see you, 

I will send to you in Jennyn-street. 

S^sired yo», yesterday, not to be too sanguine. I had con- 
versations with the President of the Board of Control and others, 
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after I wrote to you yesterday, from wliicli I judge that there is 

no chance of your obtaining your object. 

I believe that the Court object to a soldier being a civil go- 
vernor; to the son-in-law being the governor where the father- 
in-law is commander-in-chief; and even to a servant of a par- 
ticular establishment being the governor. But I think there is a 
disposition to bring you forward in the arrangement, but I doubt 
that the manner would be agreeable to you. Upon all this I am 
but little listened to. I am like the dog in the fable, who cried 
“ Wolf !” so often, that nobody would credit him. I have come 
forward so often to assert and support your claims, that I am con- 
sidered a party and an intruder in the case on the decision to 
be taken. 

• Believe me, ever yours most sincerely, 

Wellington. 

The allusion in this letter to the disposition to bring 
Malcolm forward In the pending arrangements related 
to a proposal that had been made in some quarters 
to offer him the chief command of the Madras army, 
on the retii'ement of his father-in-law, Sir Alexander 
Campbell. That the fact of this officer’s existing tenure 
of the military command suggested at least a very strong 
and not unreasonable objection to Malcolm’s appoint- 
ment to the Governorship, it would be un can did not 
to admit. Of this he was, doubtless, sensible at a 
later period but, at the time, he said that the objections 
stated could “ only be considered as a string of excuses 
from men who were determined to do injustice, but 
were ashamed of it.” And he entreated the Duke of 
Wellington to save him from “ the offer to whicli, he 
alluded.” “It might,” added Malcolm, “be made in 
ignorance by some. It would be suggested insiduously 
by others. But if I publicly refused it, the pretext for 

■ . 'ii- 

^Subsequent events at Bombay, Chief, imist have satisfied him that tke 
which brought Malcolm, as Governor, objection was not gfoiiudless. 
into collision with the Commander-in- 
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fnrtlier injuring me which is sought by some would be 
obtained.” To Lord Sidmouth he wrote at the same 
time : “ I have heard that objections have been given, 
at both ends of the town, against my nomination to 
Madras, of which the prmcipal is my having a father-in- 
law at the Presidency. If Bombay becomes the object, it 
would be found out that I have a brother there; and 
should I ever aspire to Bengal, I should be rejected because 
I have no connexions at that place. But the meaning of 
the objections started on this occasion will be best ex- 
plained by a Persian story : ‘ A man wanted to borrow 
a horse, but the friend to whom he applied answered, 

“ My horse is black.” “ I prefer that color,” said the ^ 
borrower. “But he has large eyes.” “I like them 
better than small ones.” “That is an odd taste ; but he 
has hair upon his body.” “ Qh ! I see you are making 
excuses.” “ I think that you might have guessed that by 
the first reply.” ’ Now, I did guess it from^the first ; but I 
will persevere to the last in my efforts to mount myself.” 

And he did persevere. He had many friends at the 
India House who were anxious to advance his interests; 
but they concurred in opinion with the “West-end 
people” that Sh Alexander Campbell’s situation at 
Madras was a valid objection to Malcolm’s appointment 
to the Coast Government ; but that there could be no ob- 
jection to his appointment to Bombay. It] therefore, Mr. 
Elphinstone were to be transferred to Madras, Sir John 
Malcolm might be nominated to the Western Presidency. 
The Comt of Directors saw the advantage of an arrange- 
ment which would secure the services of two such men 
as Elphinstone and Malcolm; but the Eng’s Ministry 
would not consent to it. The Leadenhall-street arrange- 
ment was rejected, and the Crown Government remained 
fifflfln their determination to appoint the Treasury Secre- 
tary Governor of Madras. 


Malcolm’s claims. 
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Malcolm, liowever, was not to be driven from the field. 
He saw that there was little or no chance of success ; but 
he believed that a public principle was involved in the 
discussion; and although the Duke of Wellington and 
other influential friends endeavoured to dissuade bim 
from continuing the contest, he would not surrender 
what were his own just claims or those of the service 
wliich he represented. He took his course at all hazards, 
and with many feelings of regret wrote to the Duke of 
Wellington, whose counsel he had rejected, in the follow- 
ing explanatory terms : 

Sm JOHISr MALCOLM TO THE BUKE OF WELLINGTON. 

41, JermyE-street, April 1, 1834'. 

My BEAE Duke,— deem it of consequence you should dis- 
tinctly understand the situatioil in which I am at present placed. 

It is upwards of eight years ago since my late friend, Lord 
Buckinghamshire, intimated to me his desire I should succeed to 
an Indian Government; and after his death you recommended me 
to his successor, Mr. Canning, advising me at the same time to 
go abroad and serve, and expressing your conviction that was the 
best mode of obtaining my object. I followed your advice, and 
ray efforts were neither unsuccessful nor unnoticed. 

When the Government of Bombay became vacant in 1819, Mr, 
Canning, in Ms official station of President of the IndisC Board, 
brought me prominently forward, and in a kind letter He wrote 
me on the subject, regretted that the Directors had preferred 
another. This occurred before I had settled Central India (cer- 
tainly the most important service of my public life); and when 
bad health compelled me to quit India, I came home under^the 
strongest impression that if I recovered and a vacancy occurred 
either at Madras or Bombay, I should be certain of the support 
t)f his Majesty's Ministers. Information of the resignation of Sir 
Thomas Munro was given to me by Mr. William Elpliinstone, 
who desired mo to come to the India House, which I did, from 
my house in the*comitry, on Wednesday, the I7thfflt., a' fewlioffrs 
after I received his letter. After stating to thq Chairman that I 
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was a candidate for tbe vacant Government (to wliich they gave 
me no reply heyond civil and general expressions), I hastened to 
Mr. Wynne, to whom I stated my pretensions and hopes, adding, 
that with his assent I should immediately apply to you, to Mr. 
Canning, and through my friends LordSidmouth and Mr. Robin- 
son, to Lord Liverpool. Mr. Wynne received me very kindly, 
but was, as I expected, reserved as to the object of my application. 

I cannot give a better proof of my having looked to his Majesty’s 
Ministers than by stating, that in my application to Mr. Wynne 
and my friends in the administration, my request was, that they 
would interfere to prevent what I then deemed a supersession of 
my claims — the intended appointment of Mr. Elphinstone to 
Madras. In your first kind note, you said you would do what you 
could, but bade me not be too sanguine; in your second, you men- 
tioned the specific objections made to my nomination to Madras. ^ 
Mr. Canning, in answer ^to a note I wrote him, stated that he, 
being in the confidence of a friend applying for the same object, 
would prevent opposition to his success, but he had refused him 
support, citing ray probable pretensions as the reason. There was 
nothing in the communication from Mr. Canning, nor in that I 
had with you, to prevent my using my best efforts to obtain my 
object; but I thought it right at this period to go to the Chairman 
and say, that I never had anticipated an objection to my nomina- 
tion to Madras grounded on my near connexion with Sir Alex- 
ander Campbell, but if such had weight with them, I trusted it 
would not be a bar to my obtaining honorable employment in the 
service of my country. The removal of Mr. Elphinstone to 
Madras, which he had solicited, would, I said, vacate Bombay, to 
which I begged they would nominate me. I added, that I felt 
the point of precedence removed by the character of the objection 
taken to my appointment to Madras, and under such circum- 
stances, I preferred greatly the duties I should have to perform at 
Bofnbay. The new principles of Government introduced into the 
Poonah territories; the change lately made in the Baroda State; 
the management and settlement of the princes and chiefs in 
Kattywar and Cutch, recently subjected to our authority ; the 
repression of the Korsahs (a race of Pindarrees near the ^-ndiis), 
commit depredations on our frontiers ; the conduct 
of our delicate relations with the barbarous Princes of Sindh, with 
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whom we are always on the verge of war; the repression of the 
pirates in the Gulf of Persia; the care of our interests in the Bed 
Sea, and our intercourse with Persia, were all points of impor- 
tance, with which personal experience had rendered me familiar, 
and from the management of which I anticipated reputation be- 
yond what I could ever gain at Madras. This was the ground of 
♦ the preference I expressed to the Chairmen, who, on this occasion, 
no further relaxed from the ofHcial reserve they had throughout 
observed, than to say that my near connexion with Sir Alexander 
Oampbell was an objection that had serious weight in their 
minds. 1 immediately went to Mr. Wynne to mention what had 
passed between me and the Chairmen. He then stated the neces- 
sity that might arise for resisting the nomination of a Company’s 
servant, lest an esJception should become a rule. My reply was, 
%that I had been made an exception by his Majesty’s Ministers; 
that if the objection was limited to the defence of the principle 
that so properly gave Ins Majesty’s Ministers an influence in the 
selection for such stations, it might be easily done without injury 
to me ; nor had they, I added, to dread that accidents would often 
give to individuals the opportunities, which I had enjoyed, of 
recommending myself to their notice by services in India. I had 
yesterday an interview with the Chairman, being desirous of 
knowing the result of ray application. He confined himself to 
saying, that no appointment consequent on the resignation of Sir 
Thomas Munro would be made till after the change of the 
Direction. I shall, in consequence, after the levee on Wednesday, 
return to my family in the country, 

I can quite distinguish between your Grace’s feelings as a friend, 
and your sense of duty as one of his Majesty’s Ministers; but it is 
to the latter, and the well-known justice and consideration of the 
administration to which you belong (and above all, of the noble- 
man at its Jiead), that I can on this occasion confidently appeal, 
and still trust, that when the situation in which I am placed % 
the expectations which his Majesty’s Ministers have led me to 
cWsh, by ihe grounds they have given^ come forward, 

by their marked distinction of my efforts, is fully considered, 
they wiji not, when their notice and encouragement has had its 
natural effect of raising me in the estimation of the^gubllc an^ o^ 
the Company’s Government, cast down that which in a great 
VOL. ir. 2 H 
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degree resulted from tlieir own works, aud reject a persom who 
for a period of years has been stimulated by their approbation to 
striYe by public services for the very reward that is now at their 
disposal, and to which two successive presidents of the India 
Board have encouraged and directed his ambition. Excuse, on 
account of long friendship, this last annoyance on a subject that 
must be unpleasant 

Yours sincerely , 

J. , 

To this the Duke of Wellington replied : 


THE DUKE OE WELLIHOTOH TO SIB lOHH HALCOEH. 

London, April 3, 1824. 

r> 

My beab Malcolm,— -I received yesterday your letter of the 
1 st . When I wrote you the first note to which you refer, in which 
I begged you not to be too sanguine, I Was aware of the desire of 
Lord Liverpool to promote Mr. Lushington to one of the Govern- 
ments in India. I went to the Cabinet immediately afterwards, and 
I there found not only that my former intelligence upon the subject 
was confirmed, but that particular objections existed to your ap- 
pointment to the office which you particularly desired to fill. Of 
these objections I informed you, and I told you what I found to be 
the fact, that I was not considered a fair judge upon such a (question 
in a case in which you were concerned, as I had taken the field so 
often and upon every occasion in your favor. So the matter rested. 
The question then comes before me in this light : there is a 
vacancy in the Government of India, and Lord Liverpool thinks 
proper to propose not that Mr. Lushington should fill this vacancy, 
but that Mr. Elphinstone, on whose pretensions the Directors were 
likely to look favorably, should be appointed to Fort St. George, 
arid that Mr. Lushington should succeed to the Government of 
Bombay. In this decision Lord Liverpool thinks proper to pass by 
your pretensions, and the opinions and wishes of myself and others 
in their favor. But having thus decided, can I with honor ^or 
with any advantage to you take part against Lord Liverpool? 
Certainly not^ In the contest between Lord Liverpoci or the 
"tJdvernmentf on the one hand, and the Court of Directors on the 
other, whatever may be my opinion or wishes of, or in favor of, 
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the individuals put foward by the parties, I can take the side of 
the Government alone; and I certainly must and will (as it is my 
duty to do) encourage Lord Liverpool by every means in my 
power to carry his object, and to consent to nothing unless his 
object is carried. 

I am much concerned that his choice has not fallen upon you. 

• But to tell you the truth, I suspect if it had, he would not have 
been more successful in his negotiations with the Directors, than 
he has been in favor of Mr. Lushington. You are become popu- 
lar in Leadenhall-street, not because you deserve to be so, but 
because you happen to be the fittest instrument at the moment to 
be thrown in the face of the Government and to oppose to them. 
But if you had been proposed by the Government, then all the 
reasons against your appointment would have been urged as 
strongly as those in favor of it are at present, 

I told you before, and I repeat it, yopi cannot succeed, if Lord 
Liverpool does his duty firmly as he ought. I shall regret 
exceedingly if you and Mr. Eliiiinstone should have the King’s 
negative put upon your appointments; but I declare positively, 
that if I was in Lord Livei'pool’s place, knowing both as I do, and 
appreciating as I have a right to do the talents and fitness of both 
— I would recommend the King, under the circumstances above 
stated, not to confirm the appointment of either. 

Believe me, my dear Sir John, yours most sincerely, 

Wellington-. 

But this characteristic letter, though it may hav§ con- 
vinced Malcolm that it -was not the duty of the Duke 
of Wellington to array himself against the Ministry of 
which he was a member, did not persuade the recipient 
that it was his own duty, though it might be his interest, 
to abandon the contest. Mr. Wynne was then President 
of the Board of Control. A few weeks after the date of 
this last letter he sent for Malcolm, and exhorted hiin to 
cease from the useless struggle, and to secure for himself 
the pension which Mr. Lushington’s Mends would aid 
him to obtain, if he no longer continued in the field 
candidate for the Madras Government. But Malcolm at 
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once rejected the proposal. He said that he protracted 
the struggle only upon public grounds, and that no 
possible injury ■which he might inflict upon himself could 
ever induce him to diverge from a course which he be- 
lieved to be light. 

During a great part of the year the question remained , 
unsettled. The Court of Directors -were of one opinion ; 
the Cro'wn Ministers were of another. The subject was 
taken up by the Press, and a strongly- worded article 
in the Morning Ghronicle, very favorable to Malcolm’s 
claims, declared that Canning had been exerting himself 
to obstruct Sir John’s advancement to a. post, which he 
was so eminently qualified to fill. On reading this, the- 
brilliant Minister wrote the following letter : 

MR. CANNING TO siR JOHN MALCOLM* 

My dear Sir,— I see in the Morning Chronicle of yesterday, 
that I am your enemy, and that I am occupied in retarding or 
preyenting your advancement to the Government of Bombay.” 

Nothing could be more surprising to me than this piece of 
intelHgence. 

I told yon, at the first moment when I learnt your intention to 
become a candidate for the vacant Government, that I would not 
take any part whatever in the contest, and I have kept my word. 

I state this to you, because I voluntarily made you the promise, 
not because I should otherwise have thought any apology or ex- 
planation necessary for taking any part, had I been disposed to 
take any upon this occasion, or any other of the same sort. 

It happens, however, that I have so little of this disposition as 
never, since I ceased to be connected with the East India Com- 
pany, to have expressed my wishes or opinions to any member <^f 
their body on any matter of their, concerns except once — that once 
was when I -vyrote to the only Director with wliom I cotild take 
%udii a liberty, in favour of your pension. With that Director I 
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have not had any communication since Sir Thomas Munro’s 
resignation was known. 

I am, my dear Sir, very sincerely, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 

George Canning-. 

To this letter an answer was promptly sent in the fol- 
lowing words : 

SIE JOHN MALCOLM TO ME. CANNING. 

Hyde Halb Bawbridgeworth, Aprd 25, 1834(. 

My beae Sir,— I have this moment receivedyourletter of the 
22nd instant. Astl have been for some time in the country, and 
not take in the Morning Chronicle^ it was by accident that I 
two days ago saw the article to which you allude.^ . . . . It gave 
me much vexation; I must ever hate praise that is coupled with 
injustice to the character/'and misrepresentation of the feelings and 
conduct of others. That is so completely the case in some parts 
of the article, that I felt a consolation in errors which made it im- 
possible to ascribe the contribution to any one who had correct 
knowledge, or was in the least acquainted with my sentiments. 
My first impression was to take some steps that might evince my 
feelings; but, on reflection, I viewed it as one of those articles in 
which the name of an individual was introduced as a vehicle for 
party attacks, and concluded it was better to let it die, like a 
thousand others of similar character, of neglect. 

I left town immediately after the levee, in order to avoid mixing 
myself in any discussion respecting the succession to the Indian 
Government, and I abstained from every word or act that could 
aggravate the irksome situation in which I find myself; and it was 
my earnest desire that every one of my friends should do the same. 
But such a line of conduct forms no check on the folly or mischief 
of men, who are alike reckless of benefit or injury to others, pro- 
vided their party purposes are answered. 

A few lines are omitted, because, wMch I have ever experienced on all 
owmg tOi|he inaccuracy of the copyist, occasions when I have had official or 
the jassage is obscure. It concmdes, personal intercoturse with yon,” 
however, by speaking of a kindness ' ^ 
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I trast, from your knowledge of my character, it is unnecessary 
to repeat that ray sense of the obligations I owe you both in your 
public and private station are unaltered, and that I most fully 
understand how you are situated regarding Indian questions. 

I am, my dear sir, very faithfully yours, 

J. Malcolm. 

To Mr. Litshington himself, Malcolm wrote on the 
following day a friendly letter, disclaiming all connexion 
with the remarks in the newspaper, and adding, “ I am 
glad of the opportnnity to express at once my opinion 
of an injurious and offensive article, and the regret I felt 
at my unexpectedly finding my pretensions opposed to 
those of so old and esteemed a friend. Nor was this, 
feeling l imi ted to you. It was extended to Mrs. Lush- 
ington and her parents, to whom Lnever can forget my 
serious obligations. But'yqu, who so weU know my 
situation, must be satisfied that I had, on this occasion, 
only one course to pursue.” To this letter Mr. Lush- 
ington replied in a tone no less frank and cordial, 
assuring him that he “ shared his regret in finding his 
own wishes c^iposed to those of an old friend.” “ It may, 
however,” he wrote, “be some relief to you to know 
that my desire to become a candidate for the Govern- 
ment ..of Madras was communicated to Lord Liverpool 
before I knew that you had any views to it — when I 
, rather thought that you were looking to that pension 
for past services which you had so well deserved, and 
which, upon your application, I was sincerely assisting 
tc* obtain for you.” The rivalry, as was ever the case 
when Malcolm was one of the candidates, was of the 
most friendly and generous kind. It was not in his 
nature to entertain a feeling of bitterness against the 
man who was contending with him for a prize, or had 
wr«sted it irona him. . 

The spring and summer passed away, and stiU the 
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contest continued. Malcolm would not waive his preten- 
sions. The Court of Directors supported them. Com- 
promises were attempted and failed. So at last the 
question was brought to a decisive issue, and on the 1st 
of September the Chairman of the Court of Directors 
announced to Malcolm that “ His Majesty had not been 
pleased to approve his appointment by the Court to the 
Government of Madras, and that an official notification 
of this determination had been received from the Board 
of Commissioners.” At the same time, however, Mr. 
Wynne announced that “ this decision did not proceed 
from any objection personal to Sir John Malcolm, as his 
. Majesty had commanded him (Mr. Wynne) to add, that 
he continued to entertain a high opinion of the character 
and services of that meritorious officer.” 

It can hardly be said that this decision was the source 
of any disappointment to Malcolm, so httle prospect had 
there been, during many preceding months, of any other 
termination to the contest.’ He had done, as he believed, 
all that it behoved him to do ; and he was not one to 
indulge in any useless repinings. His friends, both in 
the Direction and the Ministry, were now eager to 
obtain for him a pension ffiom the Company in recogni- 
tion of his meritorious services. In the former body 
there was some division of opinion, not as regarded the 
measure of those services, but on the score of the pre- 
sumed extent of Malcolm’s pecuniary resources and the 
danger of establishing such a precedent. The Board of 
Control, however, were well disposed to confirm the 
grant j and some of the most influential members of Lord 
Liverpool’s Ministry, as an atonement for the wrong 
they had done to Malcolm, were anxious to encourage 
the bestowal of the pension. To the Duke of Wel« 
lir^ton, who Lad himself been largely endpwed by the 
nation in recc^nition of his own unparalleled services, it 
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naturally appeared tliat the attainment of a pecuniary 
reward was a legitimate object of exertion, and that the 
Government which his friend had served with such un- 
failing zeal and such distinguished success, was bound to 
award the pension. His testimony to this effect was 
strong and unreserved. It would be unjust to Malcolm 
to withhold it: 

THE DUKE OE WELLINGTON TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

My dear Malcolm,— I am sorry I have not seen you, as I 
wished to talk over with you the prospects of your success in 
obtaining your reward from the Court of Dirqptors, and I only 
regret that my acquaintance and relations with the members of 
that body are so limited, that I can be of no use to you upon this ^ 
occasion. 

I really think it a public object that -services such as yours, 
former as well as recent, should meet with due countenance and 
reward from the East India Company. I can answer for it that 
frcm the year 1796 (nearly thirty years ago, and^no mean propor- 
tion of the life of any man), no great transaction either political 
or military has taken place in the East in which you have not 
played a principal, most useful, conspicuous, and honorable part: 
you have in many services, diplomatical as well as military, been 
distinguished by successes, one of which in ordinary circumstances 
would have been deemed sufficient for the life of a man, and would 
have ref.oramended him to the notice of his superiors. 

But there is one recommendation of you of which I hope you 
have availed yourself in your communications with your em- 
ployers, which is most useful in these times, and that is your dis- 
interestedness, and consequent necessity of relying upon their 
liberality and generosity. You have filled many situations in 
which you might have become rich . consistently with your duty 
to your employers; and possibly, you ought to be found fault 
with for not having become so. But the truth is, that you ares^ 
poor, notwithstanding you have filled these situations and your 
services, and I am certain that those who will have to decide on 
tlj^ a^iount of your reward will not allow'your oijiission to attend 
to your own interests, while you were serving them, to weigh with 
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them, to diminish the amount below that high scale, which your 
many distinguished services deserve. Wishing you every success, 
Believe me, ever yours most affectionately, 

Wellington. 

Througliout the year 1825, and the greater part of the 
following one, nothing occurred to give a new impulse 
to Malcolm’s ambition in the direction of the great 
country which had been the nursery of his fame. He 
had turned his thoughts, as has been shown, towards a 
parliamentary career ; but he had failed to obtain, the 
object of his desires. Thwarted in this, but his eager- 
ness for active life still unimpaired, he began to think of 
'obtaining a seat in the Direction of the East- India Com- 
pany. From the following letter to his brother Gilbert 
may be gathered what were the feelings with which he 
addressed himself to this subject : 

SIE JOHN MALCOLM TO THE EEV. GILBEET MALCOLM. 

Hyde Hall, Sawbridgewortli, August 14, 1826. 

Mr BEAK Gilbert,— I have this morning received your letter 
of the 1st instant, and as you are very anxious to know my plans, 
you must bear the infliction of a long letter. Circumstances have 
occurred which will early compel me to decide whether I am to 
be an idle or a busy man. The habits of my past life will pro- 
bably force me on the latter course, for I already feel the truth of 
Bacon^s observation, that, “ A man who has been accustomed to 
go forward and findeth a stop, falleth out of humour with himself, 
and is not the thing he was.” 

I need not make any observations on the very singular circum- 
stances which have hitherto prevented my advancement in India. 
Mr. Canning placed my name before that of the present governors 
cf Madras and Bombay, in a recommendation for the latter Go- 
vernment I was rejected by the Court of Directors, who after- 
wards Hominated ine Governor of Madras, and I was rejected by 
his Majesty’s Ministers. I found consolation for^'^y first disapir 
pointment in the occupation of settling Central India, which, per- 
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haps, considering how all my work has prospered, was a Better 
harvest of fame than I conld have reaped at BomBay; But the loss 
of Madras sank deep in my mind, as it was, in the actual state of 
India, taking away from me the opportunity of rendering services 
to my country that would have opened a prospect of reaching the 
ultimate object of my toBition, which is to Be, ere my career 
terminates, Governor-General of India. 

I am, and always have Been, perfectly aware of the great ob- 
stacles that oppose my path to that high office. I know well the 
Bars which the interests of one class and the prejudices of another 
oppose to success. These are so strong, that they would seem to 
most .men insuperable; But hitherto they have only stimulated me 
to labor for its attainment. I have already gone through much 
toil, and if I continue in public life, I shall (to the utmost of my 
strength) stride to attain a station in which I am satisfied I could 
essentially promote the interests of my country, at the same time 
that I advanced the good of the vast population subject to our 
rule in Indiat 

Though there are some persons in the administration on whose 
, kind friendship I can completely depend, these are not so situated 
as to lead me to expect they could (even if they approved of them) 
promote my views; and from others who have the power, I have 
been treated with a neglect that shows they place no value what- 
ever on me or my services 

1 do not Believe there is any personal indisposition in those to 
whom I allude, But I share the lot of all who are associated with 
Indian ^subjects. Such have no consequence, except when dangers 
press once in twenty years, when the Company’s privileges are 
to Be renewed, or taken away. At all other times, every question 
connected with India gives way to the slightest interest in Eng- 
land: and I have, perhaps, no reason to complain that on a late 
occasion, when the public services of my life were put in the 
balance against some minor arrangements in England and a point 
of patronage, they were as a feather in the scale. 

When I made an effort at the last general election to get into 
Parliament, though some friends in power were anxious for my 
success, I was crossed in the only place where support wouy. have 
made success ^eertain by a strong ministerial interest. This was 
all in course, W, added to the matter-of-course rejection of me 
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for Madras, it CO me, much to the mortification of my 

vanity, to confess to my own mind I was considered no more 
than Jack Smith or Tom Brown ! 

To make this part of my letter short, I have ceased to cherish 
any expectation from those Ministers who have the chief influence 
and direction in Indian affairs; but this conviction, though it may 
alter my plans, will not alter my objects. If I do not determine 
to go abroad next spring and make an experiment of an idle life, 
I shall take the field in some way or another, and that with an 
activity and resolution that will show I possess a power of bringing 
myself forward, and am not so dependent as may be imagined on 
what we term in India master's favor. 

Some friends, knowing my feeling on this point, have suggested 
to me to become^ candidate for a seat in the East India Direc- 
• tion, and to combine with that a seat in Parliament, which to a 
Director is of easy attainment. Such a position would, no doubt, 
afford me an ample opportunity of being useful ; and it is strongly 
recommended by being more within my option than any other 
line I can adopt. 

It has been argued by persons adverse to my entering upon 
this course, that 'by waiting till discussions about the renewal of 
the Company’s privileges come on> I might be certain of coming 
forward with more advantage to myself, and the interests of India; 
but in the first place, that would depend upon circumstances of 
the moment, which no man can calculate; and in the second, 
though it is probable discussions, if not arrangements, connected 
with India may take place in two or three years, they may be 
deferred for four or five, and that is an awful period for a man 
who has already numbered fifty-seven. 

I have h^itation in coming forward as a candidate for ^ the 
Direction from a feeling that it might, with the prejudiced, form 
a bar to success in those lines in which I thought I could be more 
useful; but on the other hand, when I reflect on the past, Bam 
satisfied that I should never be employed but under exigencies 
that would supersede ordinary rules; and it could never he ob- 
jected to me by any rational or liberal man that I had disq_uaHfied 
myself for office by choosing the only Hne open to me of con^ 
tributing my efforts to the good government of India. 

I have neitbfr sons nor nephews to provide fSr, and no min 
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has a claim upon me to exert any patronage I may acquire in his 
favor. I shall, therefore, seek the Direction if I seek it at all, solely 
as public employment, and as an aid to my parliamentary efforts. . 

By becoming a Director, I must be separated, as far as all Indian 
questions are concerned, from Ministers. This does not allude to 
my acting in a spirit of factious opposition, of which I am, I trust, 
quite incapable; but there could exist between me and them 
none of that previous concert and discussion by which persons 
come to exactly the same view of large as well as minute parts of 
important questions. This could only happen by my becoming 
what I should term a ministerial Director, and that is a position in 
which every principle I hold relative to the Indian Government 
would prevent my placing myself. 

I am quite aware that these circumstances majp eventually place 
me in an unpleasant situation; for though I owe no obligation 
whatever to the administration as a body, nor do I believe it is 
likely to be a matter of one moment’s care or thought how such 
a person as myself acts either now or hereaiter, there are high and 
respected individuals belonging to'^it and supporting it for whom 
I have the sincerest regard, and whose friendship I look to both 
as associated with my happiness and pride. The very possibility 
of being compelled into a course of action which may give them 
annoyance, is what withholds me more than any other feeling ; 
but this apprehension, which is probably groundless, will not of 
itself prevent me from taking the line recommended, unless I 
very early see some prospect of success in another. 

Do let me have your opinion upon all these points. I should 
have gone to see you, instead of writing this letter, but I am very 
busy finishing my favorite book of Nonsense, as I mean in October 
to commence with my hero, Lord Clive. In tracing the actions of 
his life, and confounding the calumniators of his memory, I antici- 
pate much both of information and delight. 

Yours sincerely, 

LMaecolm. 

It does not appear that Malcolm took any decided*' 
steps towards the attainment of a seat in the Direction. 
Spmg of his ^fiends counselled Mm that if Jbe sought to 
ohtaiu a prominent position in the House of Commons 
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during the time that the great question, of the renewal of 
the Company’s charter would be under discussion, his 
influence would be rather diminished than increased by 
his connexion with the India House. It was argued, 
that as a distinguished Indian officer, of great abihty and 
large experience, unconnected with any governing board, 
his opinions would have far greater weight than if he 
enunciated them as the ostensible organ of the Court of 
Directors. Whether this suggestion had any effect upon 
Malcolm’s plans I do not know, but soon afterwards a 
circumstance occurred that diverted his views into another 
channel. It wias rumored, towards the close of the year, 
, that Mr. Elphinstone purposed to retire from the Go- 
vernment of Bombay ; and at Christmas the rumor had 
grown into the dimensions of an ascertained fact. Mr. 
Wynne was still i'resident of the Board of Control. 
He had a just appreciation of Malcolm’s high qualities. 
He desired tq see him in high station ; and he lost no 
time, therefore, in asking whether Sir John “ still re- 
tained the disposition to succeed to the appointment 
which he had felt two years before,” “ as I am con- 
vinced,” added Mr. Wynne, “ that your nomination 
would be particularly conducive to the public interests, 
and I think that it would be equally agreeable , to the 
Court of Directors and the King’s Government.” 

This was written on the 27th of December.* On the 
following day Malcolm sent back the following reply : 

SIR JOHN MALCOLM TO MR. WYNNE. 

Hyde Hall, Becember 1826. 

^ SiEj— I am deeply grateful for the substance and 

manner of your communication. It involves so many considera- 
tions connected with my family and my health, and other points 

^ The original letter is without date ; but I can have no tesitation iiffixiiJg 
above.' 


of personal concern, tlmt I will deem it an additional favor if you 
grant me ten days, at the furthest a fortnight, before I give you 
a definite answer. If circumstances lead you to wish it sooner, I 
shall, of course, comply with your desire; but there are some 
matters connected with this question, in the decision of which I 
dread responsibility more than ever I did the largest political 
measure. 

Let me decide how I may, nothing can alter the great obliga- 
tion I am under to you for thinking of me upon the present 
occasion. 

I am, with sincere respect, yours, 

X Malcolm. 

On receipt of this letter, Mr. Wynne, who was then at „ 
Audley End, wrote to Sir John Malcolm that he would " 
pay a visit at Hyde Hall, on his way to London, to talk 
over the subject of their correspond&ce. The offer was 
gladly accepted, and at Hyde Hall the questiop of Mai- 
colm’s succession to the Bombay Government was fully 
discussed. He was not eager to accept the appointment. 
But his thoughts turned fondly towards his old field 
of employment in Central India. The scheme of the 
Lieutenant-Governorship was revived. It seemed so 
advantageous to connect with the Government of the 
Bombay Presidency the charge of the countiy which 
Malcolm had settled with so much address and ruled 
with so much beneficence, under an officer of such large 
experieuce and laborious zeal, that the President of the 
India Board entered into the project with no misgivings 
as to its expediency, and left Hyde Hall with a promise 
to do his best to give it effect. 

There was another consideration, also, to induce Mal- 
colm to accept the Bombay appointment. He thought' 
it possible, that as Lord Amherst was about soen'^to 
vacate the chief seat in the Supreme Governihent of 

India, he might be appointed Provisional Governor- 

■ ' 
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Greneralj and lioM the office nntil the arrival in India of 
a permanent snccessor. To be Governor-General for a 
single year— or even for a few months— was an object 
which stirred Malcolm’s heart with a noble ambition, 
and he spohe of it without reserve in the following letter 
to one of his oldest friends : 

SIB iTOHH MALCOLM TO THE DURE OP WELLINGTON. 

London, Eeb. 6, 18^7. 

My bear Duke,— Considering yonr present avocations, it 
appears better to write than intrude a visit. When I proposed 
to see you, it was to state the circumstances under which I was 
going to India. I'hese opened prospects that appeared to me to 
•balance the hazard of health and the sacrifices I had to make. 
One expectation in which I indulged is, I fear, gone. I thought 
Lord Amherst might have remained two yi^ars more, and I had 
a day-dream that I should by^that time have been so deeply 
engaged in carrying into execution measures calculated to benefit 
the empire, that it was possible the desire for their completion, 
added to the shori period of the charter, plight have led to my 
being nominated Governor- General— an object to which my ambi- 
tion has ever pointed, notwithstanding the almost insurmountable 
obstacles that appear to intervene between me and its accomplish- 
ment. 

It was to lay the foundation of further claims to this high station 
that made me desire to lose no time in proceeding to India; but 
Lord Amherst’s resignation has made a change, and I shall now 
probably be expected to wait in England, to arrange, respecting 
my duties in Central India, with whomever you fix upon as his 
successor. 

Knowing the considerations which influence such appointments 
as that of Governor-General, it would be unreasonable to expect 
my name should be brought forward except tinder exigencies 
which, whatever may be the fact, will not at present be believed 
to exist; but as this subject may now or hereafter come under 
discussion, I think it right you should be possessed of my sen- 
timents.- , '■ VV ■ " . 

I am quite aware that you are not one of those %ho thin% tKfe 
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highest stations in India should he denied to the ambition of 
Company’s servants; and 'without desiring to detract from the 
pretensions of other Indians, I do think, that if our relative merits 
are brought forward, I stand on fair grounds. 

I have been for nearly thirty years employed under the Supreme 
Government, and have become intimately ac(iuainted with every 
branch of its duties. 

I have had under my orders, and may almost say, have initiated 
into public life, many of the most distinguished civil servants in 
India. 

I have commanded a considerable body of the army of that 
Presidency. • 

The above circumstances might come in aid of my pretensions, 
if these were ever brought forward; for being^now Governor of 
Bombay, and its being intended to employ me in the administrU' 
tion of Central India, I may be said to have travelled stage by 
stage through every department of the empire, till I have arrived " 
by honest labor within fair view of the su^nmit of my ambition. 

The above is meant as a justification of hope, not the expression 
of any expectation of being thought of on the present occasion. 

I know you limit yourself to your own departoent, and when 
referred to, decide entirely on public grounds, regulating your 
decision by considerations of expediency that leave you little 
scope for the indulgence of private feelings. ’ 

I shall only add, if the successor to Lord Amherst is chosen, as 
he probably will be, from amongst persons of high rank and in- 
fluence in England, care should be taken he is a man of temper, 
talent, tod judgment; for a very little inquiry will satisfy you, 
that there never was a period at which the Civil Service and the 
Axmy of Bengal required such a head. I can affirm, both from 
public and private documents, as well as my own knowledge, 
that these services are in a state which, if not early attended to 
and coiTected, may produce as serious evils as w^ have yet known 
in India. I do not trouble you with particulars on these points, 
but if you mix in this question, believe me, they are worthy of 
attention. 

I have made and shall make no communication to Mr. Wynne 
on this subject^ and this note, written to you in the con^dence of 
|hva^e fnenddiip, is meant as information on the state of my 
feelings, not as an application for your aid or interference. I 
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beg you will not deem it necessary to give any answer. As my 
departure is delayed, I shall have opportunities of seeing yoft 
before I sail. 

I am, your Grace’s most sincerely, 

J. Malcolm. 

To this his old friend replied : 

THE DUKE OP WELLINGTON TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

London, Feb. 8, 1827. 

Mt dear Malcolm,— You do me justice in believing that I 
can have no prejudice against employing a servant of the Company 
as Governor- General in India. But I confess that I doubt your 
•attaining that object. I have very little to say to the selection of 
^ the person to fill that office. The power which I could exercise 
upon the subject would tend to prevent a bad appointment rather 
than to indicate a person whose appointment would be beneficial. 
I believe that the resignation at this moment has embarrassed the 
Government much, and that they will find it difficult to select a 
successor. * 

Ever, my dear Malcolm, yours sincerely, 

Wellington. 

In a letter to Mr. Eobinson,* then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, with whom Malcolm was on terms of familiar 
friendship, he wrote on the same subject. “ If «tord 
Amherst remained,” he said, “ the commission (of Pro- 
visional Governor-General) in my pocket would be a 
feather in my cap ; and if he went, I should be Governor- 
General of India for twelve months.” To the Duke of 
Wellington he wrote, also, in another letter: “ The oc- 
currence of the case supposed is very improbable; but if 
it, occurred, the course I have suggested would, I pre- 
sume, be deemed a safe one for the public service; and, 
while i* gratified my ambition, would excite no expecta- 

^ The late Loird Goderich. 

tol. il 2 1 
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tion of my coming into successful competition witli the 
powerful candidates for the permanent appointment.”* 

Whilst this correspondence was going on, another was 
passing between Malcolm and the President of the India 
Board, relative to the administration of Central India. 
On returning to London, after his visit to Hyde Hall, 
Mr. Wynne wrote that before giving any decided opinion 
upon the subject, it was necessary that he should take 
counsel with the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman of the 
Court of Directors, asking Malcolm, at the same time, to 
send a sketch of the scheme which he had so long been 
considering. The scheme was substantially the same 
as years before he had propounded to Lord Hastings. 

You will, I am satisfied,” he wrote to Mr. Wynne, _ 
“ believe me conscientious in all that I have stated. I 
will only add, that the sulgect has occupied my mind 
too long and too intensely to make me think it probable 
that I have been mistaken.” “ My friend, Sir Thomas 
Munro,” he added, “was sent with a commission to 
India to introduce reforms of great importance; and I 
am positive he has done infinite good. But you would 
give to me the task of preserving princes not potails ; of 
keeping in hereditary authority chiefs instead of village 
writers. Such a task would fill the mind of any man ; 


In anotlier letter, written at tins 
time to Mr. Pattison, Malcolm sajs : 

I will confess to yon that from what 
I have seen and heard within the last 
few days, I feel more than ever the 
f«^lly of tlie sacrifices I am about to 
make to ambitious views. I do not 
think that there is more than om man 
in his Majesty’s councils who cares 
one farthing for the present question 
in its connexion with the safety and 
prosperity of the Indian Empire, or at 
least who views^that as a primary con- 
f? sid#^’ation. TJje great object is how 
to serve some, and how to manage so 
as not to offend ojihers. TMs, you will 


say, is England, and that it is nonsense 
to expect matters to be otherwise. 
This is true, and I am, perhaps, in that 
condition not to be easily pleased. I 
am too independent in circumstances 
to accept employment unless it meets 
my views of ambition, and too ambi- 
tious to refuse any station that holds 
out a prospect of advancement.” 

f It was then recomnieiidecl th^ a 
Lieutenant-Governor of Central India 
should be appointed; and now Mal- 
colm suggested that this Lieutenant- 
Governor should be placed under him, 
personally, as governor of Bombay ; 
not under the Bombay Government. 
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but to me it would come recommended by so many 
associations, that I should ardently devote whatever 
strength of body or soul remained to its accomplishment. 
Besides this prospect of effecting local benefit, the confi- 
dence reposed in me by the authorities in England 
evinced by such a testimony, would make me strong to 
stem the tide of premature changes which threaten to 
overwhelm India, and which, if not stemmed, will be 
found more dangerous than all the enemies we have had 
to encounter in that quarter of the world.” 

Gn the 13th of January, 1827, Mr. Wynne wrote to 
Sir John Malcolm, that he had had a long conversation 
• with the Chairs, and found them favorably disposed 
towards his plan of administration, and inclined to anti- 
cipate much benefit,from his superintendence of its in- 
troduction ; but at the same time he expressed some 
doubts, and put some new questions, regarding its details. 
He had not, at, first, very clearly understood the nature 
of the proposal,* but whilst asking for further informa- 
tion, he expressed no misgivings on his own part, or that 
of tbe India-House authorities, respecting the scheme 
itself j so Malcolm, on the receipt of Mr. Wynne’s letter, 
wrote both to the President of the India Board and the 
Chairman of the Company, expressing his readiness to 
“ undertake the government of Bombay under the cir- 
cumstances stated— that of its being in contemplation to 
form an administration of Malwah on a plan of more ex- 
tensive native agency than has usually been employed in 
our Indian territories ; and that it was desired to place 

* He had, at first, conceived that to be placed under the Lieutenant- 
Alalcolm proposed to unite in his own Governor of the Governor of Bombay — 
person the funotiona of Governor of himself in some degree the Lieutenant 
Bombay and Lieutenant-Governor of of the Govemor-Gaieral ? Can the ad- 
Malwalr; and ho now asked : “ Will not vantages which I had anticipated from 
those who liave beep. used to treat with your great per 30 nai»mflnence !tod tlJe 
the Govemor-Goncral or his Agent personal respect entertained for you at- 
look upon it as a kind of degradation taeh to your Lieutenant-Governor P” 
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the superintendence of such a plan under him.” This 
letter was dated on the 14th of January; on the same 
day of the following month, an official letter from the 
India House announced to Malcolm that he had been 
unanimously appointed G-overnor of Bombay, and that 
his Majesty had been pleased to approve of the appoint- 
ment. 

On the 22nd of February, the Chairman and Deputy- 
Chairman of the East India Company,* in an official 
letter, called upon Malcolm, in order “to obviate all 
misunderstanding,” to answer categorically certain q[ues- 
tions then put to him regarding his pla& for the future 
administration of Central India. One related to ther 
local boundaries of the proposed Lieutenant-Governor- 
ship; one to the details of the official establishment 
required for the administratign of its affairs; the other, 
first and most important, was comprised in the following 
words: * , 

“ Is it proposed that Malwah shall be annexed to the Bombay 
Presidency, and that its affairs shall be administered by the 
Governor in Council at Bombay? or is it proposed that it shall 
be placed under your personal and separate charge, acting in a 
distinct capacity from that of Governor in Council of Bombay, 
and under the immediate authority and control only of the 
Bengal (Supreme) Government?” 

To this Malcolm replied: 

“ I shall, without hesitation, reply to such of them as do not 
require entering upon details. In reply to your first question, I 
must state my opinion, that whatever may be your ultimate deci- 
sion respecting Central India, it would be highly inexpedient at 
the present period to annex that country to the Presidency of 
Bombay. The reasons for this opinion will be given hereafter. 

, “Jn answejf to the second part of the fir|t question, viz., 

* Sir George Robinson and the Honorable Hugh Lindsay. 
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Whetlier tlie affairs of Malwah should be administered by the Gro- 
vernor in Council at Bombay, or be placed under my personal and 
immediate charge, acting in a separate and distinct capacity from 
that of Governor in Council of Bombay, and under the immediate 
authority of the Bengal Government ? — I have to reply, that when 
I before personally communicated with you upon this subject, it 
• was under the impression that there wxre serious if not legal ob- 
jections to my administering Central India except in my capacity 
of Governor in Council at Bombay. I then stated that I was 
ready to undertate the task in that capacity, and should hope to 
fulfil it to your satisfaction ; but if the objections that I supposed 
do not exist, and the Court of Directors confide even for a limited 
period to my personal charge the administration of Central India, 
under the immecEate authority and control of the Bengal Go- 
vernment, I am of opinion that such an arrangement would be 
- attended with great and manifest advantage to the public interests. 
I am far from doubting either the information or talents of the 
gentlemen who are or may be in Council at Bombay (no man can 
think higher than I do of the civil service of that Presidency), but 
it is impossible, from the nature of their past avocations and duties, 
that they can at present possess that minute knowledge which 
could alone make them competent to judge an infinity of ques- 
tions which must arise in a country situated as Central India 
is at this period ; this deficiency of knowledge might on many 
occasions lead to delay and embarrassment in the introduction of 
an improved system, the primary object of which is not to increase 
the powers of the person entrusted with the charge of Central 
India, but to give to his superiors more means than they now 
possess of checking and controlling his administration, without 
weakening those impressions which are essential to its success. If 
it is determined that I am to administer Central India in my capa- 
city of Governor in Council at Bombay, I shall anticipate the 
agreement of my colleagues in the measures I propose for tKat 
country, and if disappointed in this anticipation, I should, when 
confident in the correctness of my judgment, act upon my own 
responsibility ; but even when there was complete concurrence, 
the verj| forms of office would create delay and cause considerable 
increase of business, and when there was difference of opinion, I 
should have to balance between the good of the measure I de^red^ 
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to adopt and the evil of resorting to a power which, though wisely 
^ given, would become dangerous if too freo[uently exercised. 

I shall conclude this part of the subject by stating that, while 
quite prepared to exercise the duty you propose to assign me in 
any mode you may desire, I certainly hope that the same confi- 
dence which has led to your expectations of benefit from employing 
me in the introduction of an improved system of rule in Central 
India, will tend to your leaving me as unfettered as it is prac- 
ticable, till that system has had time to operate in a manner that 
will render the most minute parts of the administration of that 
country more clear and intelligible than they now are to those 
who have not the advantage of full information and local expe- 
rience, When that point is attained— and I trust it will be at an 
early period— Government will be better able to'^deoide than it can 
at present on the final arrangements best adapted to preserve the^ 
peace and promote the prosperity of this part of India,” 

The other questions were answered in due course,^ 
and soon afterwards Malcolm, little doubting that affairs 
were in a favorable train towards the copapletion of the 
arrangement which he had so long advocated, went to 
Cheltenham, to drink the waters. “ My health brought 
me here,” he wrote from that place, on the 19th of April, 
to the Duke of Wellington; am better, and go to 
Scotland before I return to London, where I shall re- 
main five or six weeks before I sail, and hope to obtain 
your opinion on some points very vital to our Eastern 
Empire, which no one understands more completely than 
you do.” At the end of May he returned to town, to 
push forward his preparations for his departure for India, 
which had been fixed for the early part of July. Every- 
thing relating to the administration of Central India was 
still in a state of uncertainty. To Malcolm, who haf, 
accepted the charge of the Bombay Government on the 
condition of having attached to it the supervision of 

^ &e subsequeatly sent in an elaborate memorandum, detailing the wboie 
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affiiirs in Malwali, tMs indecision was mortifying and em- 
barrassing in the extreme. To Mr. Wynne, therefore, 
he addressed himself, urging the President to take the 
subject at once into Ms serious consideration, and added : 
“When you first suggested my employment in Central 
India, I viewed it as an object of high and honorable 
ambition: I do so still; and if that employment is made 
special, and rests upon the distinct ground of my qualifi- 
cation for it, and the confidence of my superiors in Eng- 
land, it will present me with an opportunity of asso- 
ciating my name with improvements which I believe 
essential for thp preservation of your power in India; 
, and this impression will render me fully equal to all the 
labor of such an accession of public duty.” 

Time passed ; nothing was settled ; the hour of departure 
drew near. On the I'Sth of June the usual valedictory ban- 
quet was given by the East India Company to Sir John 
Malcolm at the Albion Tavern. Many of the most distin- 
guished men of the country — of the age, were present. 
The Duke of Wellington was there; Canning, then Prime 
Minister, was there; Mackintosh was there; Lord 
William Bentinck, then on the eve of being nominated 
Governor-General of India, was there. Many, also, of 
Malcolm’s oldest private ftiends were gathered together 
to do him honor : Mr. Hahhurton and Mr. Cockbum, 
who had received Mm into their houses when a stripling 
at Madras ; and Sir Thomas Dallas, who had first be- 
come his friend, when, a bright-faced boy of fifteen, John 
Malcolm was employed on his first service,* were 
there, to awaken a host of pleasant memories and a gra- 
^ titude no less pleasant. How could one of Ms genial, 
joyous’ nature, be otherwise than in Mgh spirits, or, as 
he was wont to say of others, “ in great force,” on such 

^ See toL i. p. 11/^ ’ 
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an occasion ? The banquet given to a proconsul on the 
eve of his departure for the seat of his nevr government 
is an ovation of which, when to private influence, to 
high connexions, to political expediency, he owes ^ his 
position, any soldier or statesman may be proud. But 
Malcolm owed his elevation to none of these accidents— 
he had risen by the innate force of his own personal 
character, by the right direction of his noble energies, 
by the just exercise of his many high qualities, by a life 
of unstinting zeal and mcorruptible integrity. An d when 
he took his place in the seat of honor on that memorable 
occasion and the action of thirty years l^as not dimmed 
the impression it made on the minds of many— he would , 
have been more or less than a man if his heart had not 
p^sed with an emotion of honest pride, and his face 
kindled with its expression. 

The Chairman, upon this occasion,* being no orator, 
delivered himself, after dinner, with suggestive brevity, 
and left the serious business of the evening to his guests. 
He said that it was useless to dwell upon Sir John Mal- 
colm’s merits, as every one knew them as well as did the 
Chairman himself; and, with this, he curtly gave what 
is called the toast of the evening.” It was received 
with hearty applause, and no less hearty was Malcolm’s 
response. It was a frank, open, manly, characteristic 
address. He referred to those early days when, a boy of 
fourteen, he had made his first march to Vellore : and 
those recent times, when, thirty years later, he had been 
ent^sted with the military command and civil adminis- 
tration of Central India. He dwelt upon the evils of ’ 
too much system ; of too close an adherence to fixed 1 
regulations, especially in newly acquired countries; of' 
tile deterioration of the individual energies of men Jiy a : 

^ r ■■ ^ 

* Mr. Hugh Lindsay, 
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blind devotion to routine. Systems and regulations, he 
said, however wise in themselves, required a soul to 
be breathed into them, to convert the dead letter into a 
living reality, and so to conciliate and attach the millions 
for whom they are framed. This, he added, is the duty 

the appointed work of Indian statesmen. Then he 

spoke of himself ; of the motives which stimulated him 
to exertion ; of the delight he felt in seeing before him 
so many old friends, some of whom (he alluded to Mr. 
Haliburton and Mr. Cockburn) had received him when 
he went, a boy, to India ; who had aided him by their 
advice ; stimulated him by their example ; and who, 
“ having watched every step he took with the most flatter- 
’ing solicitude, now looked to him to justify their kind 
anticipations.” From these recollections, he turned to 
others no less sacred : recollections of the great soldiers 
with whom he had served, Snd the great statesmen under 
whom he had risen to the highest diplomatic offices ; and, 
especially to Lbrd Wellesley,* from whom he had learnt 
lessons of wisdom which he had never forgotten, who had 
“ first withdrawn his mind from the limited local scenes on 
which it had dwelt, and taught him to contemplate our 
Indian Empire as a whole.” Then he spoke with pride 
of the unchanged and unchangeable friendship of Lord 
Wellesley’s illustrious brother, the great soldier who sate 
near him ; of the life-long kindness of Lord Powis ; of 
the friendship of Lord William Bentinck ; the encourage- 
ment he had received from Mr. Canning ; and the delight 
he felt in seeing all these distinguished men now gathered 
together to do him honor. In the support of such men, 
he said, there was the best stimulus to exertion : for the 
remainder of his life would be one great effort not to 
disappoint the expectations that had been formed of him. 

Lord Wellesley was then in Ireland, and unable to attend the banquet. 
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“Aad, it is more, than this,” concluded Malcolm, ‘‘it 
comes, at this moment, as a cordial to support me under 
the pain of an approaching separation from those whom 
I love best in the world, and from a country for which, 
wheresoever I go, I still cherish the profoundest attach- 
ment.” 

Long and loud were the cheers which greeted this ad- 
dress, delivered as it was with all Malcolm’s heartiness 
and sincerity of manner. Always on such occasions is 
the speech of the honored statesman, or soldier, of whose 
successful career the banquet is the triumphal illustration, 
regarded beyond all others with interest^by the assem- 
bled guests ; and there were circumstances of a personal 
character which rendered Malcolm’s address one of un- 
usual interest. But there were other speakers, on that 
evening, whose words will be long r'emembered ; for the 
first statesman, and the first soldier of the country, rose, 
and did honor to Sir John Malcolm. It was on this 
occasion that Canning delivered the meruorable dictum, 
so ofiien quoted, and, I hope, so often yet to be quoted, 
proudly, but most truthfully, that “ there cannot be found 
in the history of Europe, the existence of any monarchy, 
which, within a given time, has produced so many men 
of the first talents in civil and military life, as India has 
first trained for herself, and then given to their native 
country.” “If,” continued the first minister, whose bril- 
hant career was then so near its close, “ the compliments 
to his Majesty’s Ministers be pleasing from the East 
India Company, it is doubly so on this occasion, when 
that Company concurs with his Majesty’s Government 
in sending back to India a man whom you have brought 
home for a time, that he might point to the deeds he had 
done in your service, and that, wisely remembering;othem, 
you plight rqs'tore him with power and opportunity, which 
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will tend alike to tlie completion of your advantage and 
1 his own reputation.” * 

Pleasant was all this to Malcolm — pleasant, too, when 
the President of the India Board spoke of the appoint- 
ment of the new Grovernor of Bombay as one which was 
, more than a benefit to his own country, for it was also 
a boon to the natives of India*— but pleasanter still when 
the man, whom of all others he most honored in the 
' world, rose, and, after briefly returning thanks on his 

own account, spoke proudly and affectionately of Ms old 
comrade and friend. “ A nomination such as this,” said 
' the Duke of ■Wellington, ‘‘ operates throughout the whole 

I , Indian service. The youngest cadet sees in it an exam-^ 

I . pie he may imitate— a success he may attain. The good 
1 which the country derives from the excitement of such 

feelings is incalculable. It is now thirty years since I 
I formed an intimate friendship with Sir John Malcolm; 

during that eventful period, there has been no operation 
of consequence, no diplomatic measure, in which my 
I friend has not borne a conspicuous part. Alike distin- 

j guished by courage and by talent, the history of his life, 

I during that period, would be the history of the glory 

I of Ms country in India.” And with these words still 
ringing in his ears, Malcolm soon afterwards took his 
departure.t 

I * ** I must give a passage of Mr. to Mmself, wlieu these were to be pur- 

I Wynue’s speech as I fiud it reported chased at any sacrifice of humanity or 

ill the Asiatic lourml: “The affec- of the interests or reputation of the 
tionate regard in which he (Sir John Government he servea,” He spoke 
I Malcolm) was held by the natives of here of Malcolm’s forbearance -when 

India was the happy result of his own the army and the treasure of Badjee 
conduct. He did not hold himself Bao lay before him, and he might, in a 
aloof from or above them; he mixed few honrs, have destroyed the one and 
- in their society, associated himself with captured the other, 
them in their honrs of recreation, p Not, however, before he had him- 
joiiiedjn the sports of the field with self asked permission to propose a 
them, and by such means won their toast, and, with characteristic gene- 
hearts, Besides, k the periods of war rosity, had pronounced a glowpg ei4o- 
he hadshown towards them a rare self- gium on the merits of his old friends 
denial of fame as a soldier, and of wealth Elphinstone and Muiiro. 
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On the following morning, lie addressed a brief letter 
to the duke— brief, but full of feeling : 

SIE JOHN MALCOLM TO THE DUKE OP WELLINGTON’. 

London, Jane 14, 1827. 

My deae Duke op Wellington,— I awoke this mornino- 
with the same deep feelings of gratitude with which I went to 
lest last night. I would not rehn(^uish the testimony you ga’^^e me 
for ten governments. After we broke up from dinner, I learnt 
more fully the deep impression you had made on all who heard 
you. It was such as can alone be produced when the head and 
heart are in complete union. „ 

Believe me, your Grace’s ever most truly, 

J. Malcolm. 

As the days now left for Malcolm’s continuance in 
England were dwindling down to units, he became in- 
creasingly anxious regarding the settlement of the Cen- 
tral-India question ; and he again and again urged upon 
Mr, Wynne the expediency of coming to a decision. The 
plan now proposed was that the Lieutenant-Go'vernor- 
ship should be vested in Mr. Gerald Wellesley, and that 
Malcolm should receive “ special power for three years 
to direct and control the administration of Central India, 
under the Governor-General; the whole being speci- 
hcally kept for that period in the Political Department.” 

The expectation of a task,” said Malcolm, in a letter 
written to Mr. Wynne, at the end of June, “by the exe- 
cution of which I might increase my reputation while I 
benefited my country, was my chief inducement to make 
me etermine on a painful separation from my family 
and country. I cannot, from my time of life, expect to ' 
run a long heat ; but I shall try hard, if you givG me 
sQope,. to do jpstice to your kind opinion and confidence.” 
It IS not to be^doubted, indeed, that Malcolm accepted 
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the Government of Bombay under something very like 
an implied promise that the control of affairs in Central 
India would be attached to it. But he was told at last 
that “ a change so important required the most serious 
and attentive consideration;” and that in the meanwhile 
he was to consider himself “appointed exclusively to the 
charge of the Government of Bombay.” 

There was much in this to disappoint him ; but con- 
solation came opportunely in the shape of the appoint- 
ment to the Governor-Generalship of Lord William 
Bentinck, in whose high independent character, steady 
integrity, and ;fonsistent benevolence, Malcolm had un- 
stinted confidence. “ I shall not repeat,” wrote the new 
Governor of Bombay, “what a change your nomination 
to India has made in my feelings. I go with a con- 
fidence beyond whai any other appointment would have 
given me. I can repose upon your Lordship on all those 
essential points that are necessary to maintain discipline 
and impart a Sigh tone to the European branches of the 
public service, and to give the fullest protection and 
most liberal encouragement to the natives. I shall be 
most solicitous for a full settlement of the question about 
Central India, as I believe it is a subject of the utmost 
importance to the empire, and as such I do feel my fame 
deeply associated in the execution of the projected mea- 
sure.” 

This was written on the 5th of July, from Portsmouth, 
whither Malcolm had proceeded to join the Neptume^ 
on which he was to embark for Bombay. Again -he 
committed himself to the great waters. He took with 
him only one member of the official family to which his 
"iituation entitled him, and a young Eskdale gentleman, 
. Mr. JTames Little, who accompanied him as amanuensis 
and cleik. |Ie went unhampered by promises, and 
ipledges^ detefinined to reserve his patronage for those 
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■wlio had earned it by conspiGUOus merit; and evento bis 
nearest relatives and dearest friends be wrote that be 
could do notbing for tbe objects of tbeir recommenda- 
tion unless tbe young men recommended themselves by 
tbeir own talent, industry, and good conduct* 

^ He subsequently appointed Major to Sir Janies Graham (and now Ee- 
Burrowes, who had been on Mr. El- giskar-Genera^ato be his aide-de-camp, 
phinstone’s staff, to be his private se- Uaptain Graham had been also on Mr. 
cretary, and Captain Graham, brother llphinstone^s staff. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

THE BOMBAY GOTEENMENT. * 

IS , 

[ 1827 — 1830 .] 

THE VOYAGE OUT— EEIIEPTION AT BOMBAY — ^DUTIES OF THE GOVEEHMENT— 
ECONOMICAL HErOEM—E^OEOACHMENTS OF THE SUPEEME COUET — COLLISION 
ITIIH THE JUDGES — PEOITNCIAL, TONES — ADMINISIEAIITE BIEASUEES — 
NUZZDEANA — EESIGNAIION OF THE GOVEBNMENT. • 

When Sir Jolin Malcolm now, in 1827, embarked, a 
fourtli time, for India, he sailed under happier circum- 
stances than he had ever sailed before, for the severance 
of domestic ties, which had ever been his chief if not his 
sole afEiction, was, in the present instance, only partial. 
His eldest daughter, who a few weeks before had been 
married to her cousin. Sir Alexander Campbell,*’ accom- 
panied him with her husband to Bombay. - 

The voyage was distinguished by no incidents worthy 
of especial notice. But, if not an eventful, it was a plea- 
sant one, and to its pleasures Malcolm himself largely 
contributed. He did not sit “ silent and dignified” on 
deck, but with characteristic geniality initiated many in- 
• noceilt amusements, and promoted all that were initiated 

■■ ■■ ■ ■ ' : . ■ , , ■■ 

* Alexander Campbell was the baronetcy granted -to the first Sir A. 
son of liady Ma|polnfis elder sister/ Camp (Lady "jy^alcoWsn father) 
Mrs. Cockburn, to whom, on the failure had, by special enactment, descended, 
of male heirs in the direct line/ the He went out as .Military Secretary. 
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by Others. And there was scarcely one of the many 
expedients to which people betake themselves on board 
ship, to break the monotony of a long sea-voyage, not 
attempted, with more or less success, by the passengers 
of the Neptime. There were theatricals, for which 
Malcolm wrote the prologues and epilogues. And there 
was a newspaper, to which he supplied contributions in 
poetry and prose, encouraging others by word and deed 
to do likewise. 

It is pleasant to be able to record that the newspaper 
was edited by a young Bombay cadet, in whom Malcolm 
recognised the dawning genius, the full meridian of which 
he was not destined to see. The youthful editor was - 
Henry Creswicke Kawlinson. It was to Malcolm that he 
owed the first direction of his mind to the study of 
Oriental literature. There was nothing at this time in 
which the new Governor of Bombay more delighted- — 
nothing, indeed, which he regarded as a more solemn 
duty — ^than to endeavour to raise, in the young men 
by whom he was surrounded, aspirations after worthy 
objects; to teach them to regard with earnestness and 
solemnity the career before them; and to encourage 
them in that application by which alone success can be 
eventually achieved. He stood before them, indeed, as 
a living monument of the great fact, that the humblest 
of the cadets who then shared a cabin in the steerage 
of the Neptune, might, by the exercise of his own un- 
aided energies, rise to the highest honors, and traverse ■ 
the ocean on some future day as the Governor elect of 
one of the Presidencies of India. 

But not to this mute example did Malcolm trust. His 
encouragement of his youthful associates took a much* 
more practical shape. He lent them books; set ihem 
ter work ; invited them into his cabin ; and watched their 
progress with the deepest interest. There were some of 
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them, too, whom he associated in his own literary under- 
takings. At this time Malcolm was writing the Life of 
Lord Clive. TTis friend, Lord Powis, had lent him the 
family papers for this purpose, and he thought that he 
might turn the leisure afforded to him by the long sea- 
voyage to profitable account, by digesting his materials, 
and commencing the actual composition of the biography. 
He employed some of his young fi:iends in copying his 
manuscripts— and I have often thought that if Eawlinson 
was so employed, it is not difScult to conjecture where 
he took his first lessons in the art of deciphering strange 
hieroglyphics.** 

. Malcolm’s intellectual activity was of a kind that under 
no circumstances ever slept. Even when the motion of 
the vessel was so disturbing that he could not sit at his 
desk, he would lie upon the deck with a pencil and a 
manuscript volume in his hand; and, in spite of the 
qualms of sea-sipkness (for he was but an indifferent sailor), 
write pleasant verses to his children j or if it were the 
Sabbath, paraphrase the Psalms, or the Book of Job. He 
always put aside, on the seventh day, his ordinary literary 
work ,• but he took his intellectual exercise all the same, 
by turning the Scriptures into verse. Some of these 
paraphrases he afterwards printed at Bombay. 

On the 26th of October, 1827, Sir John Malcolm 
arrived at Bombay. His old friend, Mountstuart Elphin- 
stone, whom he was succeeding, and Sir Thomas Brad- 
ford, the Commander-in-Cliief, had come out to welcome 
him before the ship cast anchor ; and he was greeted, On 

_* Wliqi a_ few months ago, in the he might decipher the characters on 
Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, its surface, it was interesting to think 
the accomplislied master of that college of this old connexion between the two 
gave directions for the Babylonian Cy- eminent men, and of the pleasure it 
imdcr (iki iynque specimen of the reign would have given to^Malcolm to know 
OE jNcrgal-sliar-ezerX which Malcolm that Ms sometime p|ipil had b^comc^ 
liad ])reseated to the library, to be the most distinguished Orientalist of 
packed and sent to Eawlinson, that the age.: 

yOL. IL 2 k 
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landing, in the most cordial manner, alike by the Euro- 
pean and native inhabitants of the Presidency.* On 
the 1st of November he took charge of the Government. 
“Mr. Elphinstone sails to-morrow,” he wrote on the 14th. 

“ It is difficult to say whether the settlement have done 
themselves or him the most honor in the farewell which 
they have taken of their late Governor. But what is 
most delightful on this occasion is the manner in which 
the natives have been associated with the Europeans in 
their expressions of such admiration of Mr. Elphinstone, 
and of gratitude for what he has done in this quarter of 
India.” Malcolm delighted in nothingTSO much as to 
sound the praises of his predecessor. He declared, too, - 
that he should adopt Elphinstone’s system, and introduce 
no changes into the administration. “ The only difference 
between Mountstuart and pre,” he wrote in a private 
letter, “ is that I have mullagatawny at tiffin, which 
comes of my experiences at Madras.” 

Elphinstone had departed, and Malcolm was now 
supreme at Bombay. Of the plans which he formed for 
himself, in respect of his social position as Governor of 
the settlement, a just conception may be gathered from 
the following passage of a private letter, which he wrote 
shortly after Ms arrival : 

“ I have started on the comparatively moderate plan to ^yhlch 
Elphinstone had recently come. I have a public breakfast at 
Parell on six days of the week, and one council-day in the Port. 
Every one comes that likes. It is a social levee, without formality 

_ * He was muoli shocked on his ar- ciate his character, and to learn what 
rival by receiving the sad intelligence may be done upon this scene by a 
of the death of his old comrade, Sir wise, upright, and indefatigable in4i- 
Thomas Munro. _ To the Chairman of vidnal. His name will remain asso- 
the Court of Directors he wrote in oiated with the host elements of our 
the warmest language regarding the Indian administration, is not 

'■merils of his dejjarteu friend. “ Much oftener quoted iij, the House of Com- 
as you valued him,” he said, “a voyage mens than Munro by the ablest of 
. to India is necessary fnUy to appre- your public servants.” 
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or dlstmctioB^^ I down half an hour before breakfast, and 
stay as long after it. Every human being who desires it, from, 
writer to judge — from cadet to general — has his turn at the Go- 
vernor. At half-past ten, I am in my own room, have no visitors, 
and am given up to business. I give a grand dinner and a dance 
to from eighty to one hundred every month; and a dinner occa- 
sionally to'a big- wig going to England. My other dinners are to 
my own family. A Governor, particularly here, can have no 
invited private parties of persons, whom he like^ for such -would 
be deemed favorites. My equipments are as good as my station. 
I have three elegant carriages ; and three pairs of Arabian horses. 
I have four or five good riding-horses ; and leave the door every 
morning at a quarter after five, returning a little after seven — 
having always gone nine or ten miles, sometimes more. I drink 
no wine, and live very moderately. The business is considerable ; 
but it is always greatest at the commencement. Besides, I al- 
ready Bee my way towards a diminution of it by making others do 
much of the minutiie of business.” ^ 

On the 1st of November, 1828, as I have said. Sir 
John Malcolm took the oaths of office and entered upon 
the duties of his new government. The season was not 
an auspicious one for the commencement of an official 
career; and to a man of Malcolm’s tempei'ament there 
must have been much that was distasteful in the work 
before him. It was the especial duty of the Governors 

^ la this letter Malcolm says : Ei- reasoned with himself that, if the re- 
phinstone, among other reductions, duced establishment were then suf- 
made a large one in the GoYernment ficient, it had been sufficient before, 
House establishment.” I cannot pass and that therefore the excess was an 
over this with a barren mention of the overcharge to Government which he 
fact. The truth is, that Mr. Elphin- was bound to refund. His conscience 
stone having received instructions from was not satisfied until he had paid 
home to reduce, by all possible means, back to the public treasury 45,000 
the expenditure of the Bombay Go- rupees- I find this story told in one 
vernment, thought it right to com- of Malcolm^s letters. Se greatly ad- 
menceliis retrenchments by operating mired, as must every one, the disin- 
on his own establishment at Govern- terestedness of his friend, but thought 
ment and at once effected a that it was a refinement of public 

saving, to a large amcunt, of the public virtue against which,* however, €Jome-* 
money. But not contented with tins thing might not unreasonably be said, 
characteristic act of public virtue, he ^ 

2k2 ■ 
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of tliat day to inaugurate a system of necessary, but most 
obnoxious, retrencbment. It demands no small courage 
to attack the public expenditure, especially when a large 
portion of it consists of the personal salaries of the officers 
of Government ; and no small tact to give effect to a 
series of distasteful measures of public economy without 
giving private offence. When, therefore. Lord William 
Bentinck, Mr. Lushington, and Sir John Malcolm entered 
upon the government of the three Presidencies of India, 
we may be sure that not one of them looked forward to 
the incumbency of a bed of roses. 

To Malcolm, who had always taken large and liberal 
views of personal recompense, and whose delight it was*- 
to contribute to the happiness of others, this duty was 
peculiarly irksome. But he clearly repognised the necessity 
of its performance ; and whilst he endeavoured to render 
the opermdi as little offensive as possible, he de- 

termined to suffer nothing to turn him- aside from his 
appointed work. And I believe that he succeeded as 
well as any man could succeed under such circumstances. 
“ In public affairs,” he wrote, not long after his arrival, “ all 
is pleasant enough as far as the good temper of all ranks 
is concerned, notwithstanding the reductions I am making, 
and must make, in their allowances. We are deemed 
fortunate here from the contrast with Madras, where 
Lushington has managed to get himself much embroiled.” 
‘‘ Both he and I,’’ he ■wrote in another letter, “ had ex- 
traordinary advantages in succeeding such men as Sir 
Thomas Munro and Mr. Elphinstone. Governors more 
purely public-minded never existed ; and the tone and 
temper they left, it should be our care to preserve and 
improve. Here I have no reason to complain. We are 
all on happy terms. My councillors minute for ^vSr, and 
"’give me great and unnecessary trouble. '"But there is no 
ill-humour in -their occasional ^fferences, and though now 
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and then fretted, I cannot but recognise the utility of 
some check on my ‘ three-tailed Bashaw.’ ” 

In the following letter, written to his old friend Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, then a member of the Supreme Council 
of India, he entered fully and freely into the feelings with 
which he assumed the G-overnment of Bombay. It is, 
in more than one point of view, of peculiar illustrative 
value: 

SIE JOHSr MALCOLM TO SIR CHARLES METCALFE. 

Bombay, November SO, -18 27. 

Mr DEAE Mktcalfe,— I Have been in a great bustle since I 
landed, having every one to see, and loads of business to get 
tbrougli ; or should have written to you sooner. 

You will be surprised to see me here. Lord Amherst may not 
have shown you the abstract I sent him regarding the proceedings 
about Central India. It was that proposition which brought me 
to India. I enclose you a copy of it, as well as of what I stated 
as my opinions respecting that country. The change of adminis- 
tration prevented the business being settled before I left home ; 
but I was assured it would be taken up immediately. I care little 
about it; and as I stated to them, wished to enter into no further 
discussion. There are points upon which every man has a dif- 
ferent opinion. Mine are the result of some experience, and are 
very decided. If they desire my services in the way pointed out, 
they will avail themselves of them ; if not, they will leave me at 
liberty to suit my own convenience and inclination by an early 
return to England. 

You will be much pleased with my old and intimate friend, 
Lord William Bentinck. He is an able and honest man ; high- 
minded always, and strong in his opinions when once formed; I 
shall be mistaken if you and he do not go on famously well 
together." 

I did not expect that you would have remained so long in 
India; but found when I went to visit Lord Maryborough that 
you hld.made a fiirther lease of your house.* It is a very beau- 

^ Bern Hill, near Windsor. 
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tiful place; nevertheless, I doubt much your making it your resi- 
dence. A house in the country without a wife and five children 
to fill it, and without a passion for country sports, is a dull thing, 
unless you fill it with friends ; and then it recjuires a flourishing 
revenue. 

If you are heaii-ideal o£ a good councillor, you content 
yourself with reading what comes before you, and writing a full 
minute now and then, when the subject merits it; and do not fret 
yourself and perplex others by making much of small matters. 
Supposing this to be the case, you must have leisure, and if I find 
you have, I must now and then intrude upon it; but this I shall 
not dopjinless I have occasion, and in cases where I cannot so sa- 
tisfactorily to myself apply to others. 

I have been busy during the voyage with tlie Life of Lord 
Clive — all his papers, public and private, having ''recently been 
discovered and given to me. I have finished about one thousand 
pages, and Elphinstone, who is fastidious enough about such 
works, is quite delighted— not witja my composition, but with the 
admirable letters of Clive, whom he thinks I have managed to 
make tell his own story in a way that is both instructive and en- 
tertaining. I may have to refer upon some points that may re- 
quire looking into old public records, or inquiries from natives. 
Let me know whom you think the best person to correspond with 
to obtain such information. It must be some one who has a 
schocq for the thing ; otherwise he will think me troublesome. . . 

I am, most sincerely, 

John Malcolm. 

There were, when Malcolm wrote this letter, still some 
lingering hopes of the desiderated establishment of the 
Lieutenant-Governorship of Central India ; but as time 
advanced, it became more and more doubtful -whether 
the scheme would become, in his time, anything more 
than a scheme. The advantages of erecting the North-^ 
Western Provinces of India into a separate Lieutenant- 
Governorship^might have been recognised, but the legis- 
lative tendencies of that day were towards centralisation 
in the Supreme Government of India. There was no 
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disposition to extend tlie limits of the minor Presidencies, 
or the powers of their Governor^^ And we may feel 
assured that if the anthorities at home looked doubtingly 
at Malcolm’s proposal, not very likely to be 
strengthened in their convictions of its expediency by 
the recommendations of the gentlemen in Bengal.” It 
soon, therefore, became apparent that Malcolm’s adminis- 
trative duties would be confined to the Presidency of 
Bombay. He had accepted office, in the first instance, 
under something very much like an implied promise that 
the Government of Central India would also be placed 
imder his superintendence. He had a right, therefore, 

1 to be disappointed*, and he wm disappointed ; 

With such seiitimentsf’ he wrote to Lord William Bentinck, 
after expressing himself very freely on the subject, ^f your Lord- 
ship will not be surprised that, possessed as I am of an independent 
fortune, and with such a family and circle of friends as you know 
me to enjoy, I should be most anxious to return to England. I 
contemplate, however, no idle life. I have, I trust, a seat in Par- 
liament awaiting my arrival; and on the approaching question 
regarding the future administration of India, I shall be better able 
to serve my country than by contending with the prejudices and 
opposite opinions of office-men in India , and England. I now, 
from many causes, regret that I did not follow the opinion of 
the Duke of Wellington, who was strotigly against my coining to 
India. ..... I have already persuaded myself that whatever 
disappointment my ambition may suffer from the line which I can 
perceive your Lordship is likely to adopt, will be more than com- 
pensated by decreased hazard to health; and I am not without 
hope that the period which remains of my existence maybe better 
employed than in keeping the peace amongst wild Rajahs and 
Thakoors, and reconciling them to principles of rule which, how- 

* Malcolm, however, did not wish vantageously be placed at the outset 
Lieutenant-Governorship undeivthe man, who had redueedi^^^ 
of Ceirtrpl India placed permanently coimtry to orders and had really been 
under the Government of Bombay*^ its Governor thnnghout sg many 
he only contended that, as a speeial eventfill years, 
and exceptional case, it might ad- . 


504 


THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT. 


ever liberal, were not known to their fathers and mothers ; and 
all this up-hill work liable to he eriticisttl and condemned by men 
who had foretold my failure, and whose reputation for foresight 
and wisdom depended upon the fulfilment of their prophecy.” 

He wrote tMs under manifest depression of spirit, from 
wHcb, however, he was soon roused by the prospect of 
some earnest, stirring work before him. He was always 
best when braced up for vigorous action; and though 
the very reverse of a man of a contentious nature, a 
pitched battle in a righteous cause seldom failed to do 
him good. When, therefore, he found that the en- 
croachments of the Supreme Court of Bombay would, 
if not strenuously resisted, not only bring the Govern- 
ment into contempt, but reduce its authority to the 
merest shadow, he made up his mind at once regarding 
the course which it became him to pursue, girded up his 
loins for the conflict, fixed his thoughts steadfastly on the 
work in hand, and threw all vain regrets behind him. 

Sir John Malcolm had long seen this cloud gathering 
over the Bombay Government. It had risen during the 
reign of his predecessor; and before he left England, he 
had addressed himself to the consideration of the subject, 
and discussed it with the President of the Board of Con- 
trol. But his sanguine, hopeful temperament had asserted 
itself on his first arrival at Bombay; and he had several 
times written to his friends in England that he did not 
anticipate any disturbance of the harmony which it was 
hisfresire to maintain between the Government and the 
Supreme Court. The new year found him still encou- 
raging this belief. “ You will, I think, hear good ac- 
counts of your friends in the Supreme Court,” he wrote ' 
on the 6th of January to Mr. Wynne; “ nothing can go 
on sinoother gnd pleasanter than we do at, present, and 
it shall not be^my fault if this harmony does not con- 
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tinue; fori am quite sensible of its importance to the 
public service.” “ Elpbinstone’s prophecy of my har- 
mony -with the judges,” he wrote ten days afterwards to 
Mr. Loch, “ is hitherto true. It shall not be my fault if 
it does not continue; and I hope they may think it 
worth their while to establish a character upon me.’’ 
“ Sir John Grant and family have arrived,” he wrote to 
Mr . Wynne, on the 23rd of February; “ they will be a 
pleasant addition to our society. Tou will hear from 
others we are all on very pleasant terms, and I trust 
there is every prospect of our remaining so.” ^ 

There was every reason, indeed, why Sir John Mal- 
» colm and Sir John Grant should have felt kindly dis- 
posed towards one another. They were both Scotch- 
men— -both men of social habits and genial temperament. 
As English politicians, it is true, they belonged to very 
different schools ; but in an Indian settlement men trouble 
themselves litlije about English politics, and never quarrel 
about them. Malcolm often spoke of the Grairts— for 
the new judge was accompanied by his wife and daugh- 
ters— as friends in whose society he took no common 
pleasure; and he had hoped to establish with them rela- 
tions somewhat similar to those which had existed years 
before, when his friendly intercourse with Sir James 
Mackintosh’s family had contributed so much to his daily 
happiness on the same scene. But this was not per- 
mitted. Before the close of the year Sir John Peter 
Grant became the sole judicial representative of the ma- 
jesty of English law in the Presidency of Bombay. • At 
this period of our Indian history it happened that the 
climate affected with peculiar malignancy the lives of the 
dignitaries both of the Law and the Church. Our 
Indian judges and bishops have since happily attained 
to a protracted incumbency of office ; bu4 at this time 
there was a rot among them. In the course of 1828, 
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Sir Edward West and Sir Cliarles Chambers died.* 
Then Sir J ohn Peter Grant sate alone on the Bench. 

_ The Supreme Court of Bombay had been established 
by A.ct of Parliament "j" in 1828. Like its great protO" 
type of Bengal, it exhibited at the outset much of the 
intemperance, and was betrayed into many of the ex- 
cesses, of a lusty and impetuous youth. The first judges 
began at once to sow its wild oats; Sir John Peter 
Grant threw them about broadcast. 

It is strange that after the lessons afforded by the 
great contest which had inaugurated the first establish- 
ment of a Crown Court in India, an Act of Parliament, 
constituting a new judicial tribunal to be presided over 
by his Majesty’s judges, should have contained the very 
defects which had occasioned so mpch embarrassment 
half a century before. Once ip the history of our Anglo- 
Indian Empire was surely sufficient for an unseemly war 
_ to be waged between the Crown Courts and the Com- 
pany’s Government. But Bombay was now to see some- 
thing not very far removed from the great strife which, 
when Impey, Hyde, and Chambers first sate upon the 
Bench, threw^ Bengal into a social convulsion. There 
u as again a disputed jurisdiction. Again the myrmidons 
of the law, as law is administered in Westminster, were 
sent into strange places, with legal instruments bearinc^ 
mysterious Lata names, said to have all the irresistible 
force and authority of the sealed commission of a king 
Again the natives of India, in regions remote from the 
Presidency, were threatened with unintelligible sum- 
monses and inexplicable intrusions, which might drag 
them at all seasons of the year from one end of the 
country to the other, and dispose of the prop.erty and " 

; Sir Ch&les Chambers not 
' t Act 4 Geo. IV.a cliap. 7L 
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persons of infants in spite of their constituted guardians, 
and in spite of tlie protection of the Government of the 
country, which the ermined usurpers openly defied. 

It is unnecessary to write of the specific acts of aggres- 
sive interference which, before the appearance of Sir 
John Malcolm and Sir John Grant at Bombay, had 
seemed to prognosticate the great storm which after- 
wards arose. The case which brought on the inevitable 
collision is known as that of Moroo Ragonatli. It may 
be told in a few sentences. Moroo Eagonath — a boy of 
fourteen, resident at Poonah — ^having lost both his pa- 
rents, was plaaed, according to Hindoo custom and with 
the sanction of the local Court, under the guardianship 
of his nearest relative, an uncle. This uncle, Pandoorung 
Eamchunder by name, was .a friend and near connexion 
of the Peishwah, after whose fall he had gone to reside 
in the Company’s territories at Poonah. He was one of 
a class known, as “privileged Sirdars;” he was under the 
especial protection of the British Government, and we 
were virtually pledged in no way to interfere with the 
social or rehgious observances of his country or his faith. 
But it happened that another connexion of Moroo 
Eagonath,* alarmed, or pretending to be alarmed, at the 
influence which the guardian had established qver the 
boy, sought to remove him from the custody of his uncle. 
There was no local authority who was likely to aid him 
in such a project as this. But casting about in his mind 
how to carry his scheme into execution, he bethought 
himself, or more probably some one suggested to him 
the idea, of resorting to the new Crown Court at Bom- 
bay, He sought the advice of lawyers, who assured him 
that the Supreme Court was stronger than all local au- 

* His father-inJaw— that is, tlie father of the girl to*(rhom he |>.aa l&a 

married or afEauced. 
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thority, and that there was a thing called Corpus 

that could bring Moroo Eagonath to the Presidency 
within a given number of days. The process was very 
simple. He had only to make an affidavit to the effect 
that the boy was under personal restraint injurious to 
his health, and a writ would be issued commanding his 
body to be brought to Bombay. 

The affidavit was made, and the writ was issued. It was 
issued by Chambers and Grant. I need not dwell upon 
the legal proceedings which then arose in the Supreme 
Court,^ It is enough that the two judges contended, 
when the question of jurisdiction was raised, that the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was not legally limited 
to the island and factories of Bombay ; that the only 
limitation had been a practical limitation, owing to the 
want of means to extend the power of the Court ; that as 
the judges could not hear and determine criminal cases 
without the intervention of a jury, and as^ a jury could 
only be obtained by the Sheriff of Bombay, whose autho- 
rity was limited by the charter, the judges could not try 
such cases out of Bombay “ for want of machinery to do 
so f ’ but that if the power of the sheriff were extended 
in such a manner as to surmount this difficulty, the Court 
might exercise criminal jurisdiction all over the terri- 
tories subject to the Presidency of Bombay. This argu- 
ment being admitted, it necessarily followed that in all 
proceedings, not requiring the intervention of a jury, 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Bombay ex- 
tended over the whole Presidency, and that every one 
residing within the Company’s territories was subject to 
it, without distinction of color or creed, occupation or 
condition. 

In the wildest moments of the hottest youth of».the 
Supreme Const of Calcutta, neither Sir Elijah Imp% nor 
Brother Hyde had ever contended that the jurisdiction 
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of the Court was co-extensive with the limits of the 
Presidency. They had sought only to establish the 
point of a constructive jurisdiction over all inhabitants of 
the country in any way connected with Grovemment, and 
they had contended that zemindars and others having any 
kind of revenue-contract with Government were con- 
structively the servants of the Company. They strained 
this point to an extreme and ridiculous length, and were 
betrayed into many acts of egregious injustice. But the 
Bombay judges condescended to no such refinements 
as these; they strained no points of constructive jwisdic- 
tion. They boldly contended that their writs ■were ope- 
•• rative from* one end of the Presidency to another, and 
that it mattered not who or what its object might be, the 
law of the Supreme, Court of Judicature could reach it 
all the same in the remotest nooks and crevices of the 
empire. 

It need not be said that to Malcolm such a doctrine 
as this was novel and startling in the extreme. It need 
not be said that the assertion of a power, derived directly 
from the King, which could override all local authority, 
even to that of the Governor in Council, threatened the 
very existence of the Company’s Government. To resist 
such usurpation was clearly the Governor’s duty; so he 
made up his mind at once to maintain at all hazard the 
authority of the Government which he represented. He 
knew the inconveniences resulting from an open rupture 
with the Crown Court — ^he was not unmindful of the 
public scandal attending such a ruptm-e; but the evils 
of quiescence were greater than those of resistance, and 
, he resolved, at all risks, to resist. 

With what feelings he addressed himself to this work 
maybe gathered from the letters which he wrote, during 
the months of August and September, 1888, to the Gb- 
vemor-General and to the members of his own family. 
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They were principally written from Dapooree, near 
Poonah 5 whither he had proceeded some weeks before, 
principally with the view of maintaining, by personal in- 
tercourse, the good feeling of the many influential na- 
tives residing in those parts, with whoin MalcoWs 
name, as that of Elphinstone, was esteemed security for 
treatment at once honorable and liberal : 

[To Lokd Wieliam Bentinck, Anffiist 19 , 

1828.]— I am just returned from the funeral of Sir E. W est. I 
shall give the President of the Board of Control and the Chair- 
man ixxj honest sentiments as to the qualities required in a suc- 
cessor. Knowing how such questions are decided in England, I 
do not expect much good from any representations' I can make, 
but I shall fulfil my duty. I wish your Lordship would say to 
them how much depends (as long as the jurisdiction is so unde- 
fined) upon the character of the chief judge. He must have 
temper and judgment as well as law; and above all, he must view 
himself as an aid to, as well as a check upon, the civil govern- 
ment of the country. ^ ^ 

[To Lady MAJjOOJMy August 30.] — I have been fighting with 
the judges; but hitherto have kept most commanding ground, 
and have prevented attack by complete alacrity to meet it. 

[To Lady Malcolm, September 9.] — I enclose you a memo- 
randum; which will show you how I am engaged in a battle with 
the Supreme Court, whose mischievous interference with the in- 
habitants of our provinces will this day be arrested by my orders. 
Nothing could have been more fiivorable than the grounds which 
the judge, Sir John Grant, has afforded us to fight this battle, and 
I qjiite glory that it has fallen to my lot to stand in the breach. 
If I am not supported, I shall not remain a week to have the Go- 
vernment over which I preside trampled upon, nor the empire 
to the prosperity of which the efiPorts of my life have been devoted ^ 
beaten down, not by honest fellows with glittering sabres, but 
quibbling quill-driving lawyers. ^ 

£To Lokd William Bentinck, %)feOT5crlO.]— Isendyoui- 
Lordship notes ofiny proceedings in the cause of Moroo Ragonath, 
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before the death of Sir E. West. You shall have all the remaia- 
iiig papers to-morrow or next day. In the mean tlme^ I send your 
Lordship an abstract of what has occurred. You will observe my 
friend Sir John Grant thinks as much as any of his brethren 
of his jurisdiction. I am quite content to stand in the breach ; 
and you will he satished when you see the papers. No man ever 
fought a battle upon better ground, 

[To Lokd William Beis^tinck^ 13.] — I send you 

the remainder of my correspondence about the case of Moroo 
Ragonath; as the jurisdiction has been denied, and must, if the 
Court proceed (as they no doubt will), be opposed. We shall be 
in a crisis ; but I am quite willing to meet it, nor do I deslf’e that 
one iota of the stdrm shall fall upon another head. It is, however, 
^ a satisfaction to me to learn, by yesterday’s post, that my colleagues 
approve of what I have done in the most unqualified manner. 
. . . . The case resolves itself into a very sample question— 
Whether his Majesty’s Court of Law, or the Government, acting 
according to its established regulations, shall henceforward be 
deemed superior in the Deccan. If this process had been served, 
appeals would lulve been made in a hundred other cases ; and 
Company Sahib, as they call him, must have shut up shop, which 
he shall not do in this quarter as long as I am shopkeeper. To 
give you an idea of the extent of the lies (I will not honor them 
by calling them fictions) upon which such proceedings are 
grounded, the bo;^ Moroo Ragonath, who has been sworn to be in 
a dying state, and to be kept close prisoner by a tyrannical uncle 
who is plotting his death, was last night one of the most lively 
spectators at a Fancy Ball, and wisely seeking from me informa- 
tion as to the cause and object of majors becoming misses — cap- 
tains, tailors and beggars— and Christians transferring themselves 
into Turks and Parsees. 

[To Sir Charles Malcolm, S&ptembeT 19.]— As to keeping 
peace with the Court, &c. &c., depend upon it all that will be 
best attained by an open, manly proceeding, which speaks out 
and brings ^matters boldly to a fair issue, leaving no room for that 
suspicion, intrigue, and counter-intogue that ever attend your 
over-cautious anti reserved course of action. Sdme say I hurt 
myself by this openness of communication, and by meeting full in 
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front and courting discussion on all questions, great and small, 

^ connected witli my public conduct: but tliis mode is consonant 
with my nature. I should make a bungle of that caution and 
" prudence which serve so well the purpose of thousands. Add to 
this my manner of going forward to my object, though it has 
often given small creatures temporary advantages, has hitherto 
answered fairly enough ; and I shall therefore go on, I fear, with- 
out growing wiser. . . . My study is to merit, not to attain 
praise; and, standing upon the rock I do in my present station, I 
care neither for Bengal, Whitehall, nor Leadenhall. My object is 
honestly and to the best of my ability to perform my duty — and 
I have no other. 

[To Lord William Bentinck, Septemler 28.]— The en- ^ 
closures will exhibit to your Lordship a new case, in which the 
proceedings of our judges will appear more extraordinary than 
they were in thgi at Poonah, about whiclr I have sent you such 
voluminous documents. They have gained an advantage in this 
case, I think, by the admission of their jurisdiction in attending to 
the ot Habeas Corpus^ but this was donCf. under the belief 

(sanctioned, I am informed, by an expression of a judge) that this 
would be all that was required ; and it was expected that the pri- 
soner, when found regularly committed, would be remanded from 
whence he was brought. A very different result has occurred. 
He is removed to the gaol at Bombay, from which, if the Court is 
not satisfied with the legality of our provincial adawluts, he will, 
it is apprehended, be released. Matters at Poonah continue as 
they were, the judges having postponed proceedings on that case 
till to-morrow. ... I leave this to-morrow, and shall be at Bom- 
bay on Tuesday, where I am anxiously awaited. I can say 
nothing regarding what I shall do, as it depends upon the acts of 
others; but while I promise you the fullest and calmest considera- 
tion to every question that arises, I pledge myself that fear of 
personal responsibility shall not make me shrink from my duty. 
I cannot describe the sensation, especially among the natives^ 
which these proceedings of the Supreme Court have produced. 
A Mahratta Brahmin of some intelligence told me yesterday that 
^diey ^poke of it as resembling the great divislonr of interests that 
ruined them when Ragoba and Barra Bhaee quarrelled. I must, 


..m 



LETTER TO THE JUDGES. 


513 


I suppose, stand for Eagoba, and tlie Barra Bliaee the twelve 
judges. 

[To Lord William Bektinok, September 29 .]— I shall he 
at Bombay to-morrow, about the time, probably, that the judges 
have decided whether our provincial courts have an existence or 
not as legal courts. 

[To Ladt Malcolm, Parell^ September 30.] — I am this 
moment arrived from Papooree, called by the extraordinary and 
unprecedented proceedings of his Majesty^s judges, who have out- 
stripped all their brethren in proceedings calculated to bring this 
Government into contempt. To the case at Poonah, th^ have 
added another much more extreme at Thannah. But while I 
^ preside, they shall never succeed, and I must rejoice that these 
gentlemen have brought such points to issue in the manner they 
have done. The ground I have taken is strong ; and I am 
unanimously supported by my Council. But you will hear and 
see everything, and more than even you will read, in a few days 
before or after you receive this, for Aleck (Sir Alexander Camp- 
bell) carries home every paper. 

Anwed at Bombay, Sir John Malcolm took counsel 
with his colleagnes in the Government;^ they were well 
inclined to support him. The result of their consulta- 
tions was that, on the 3rd of October, a letter was duly 
drafted and despatched to Sir Charles Chambers md Sir 
John Grant, bearing the signatures of all the members of 
Council, in which, after expressing an opinion regarding 
the evils of a conflict of authority, they proceeded to 
say:' 

^Mn consequence of recent proceedings in the Supreme Court 
in the case of Moroo Eagonath and Bappoo Gunness,t we have 

The members of Oouiicil were t In this ease, tbe Supreme Court 
then Sir Thomas Bradford, Com- had released and brought up to Bom- 
mandcr-in Ohief, and Messrs. Sparrow bay a man sentenced to two years’ 
and Homer, of the Bombay Civil Ser- imprisonment by tli^criminal mfee at 
' Thannah. 

VOL. II. 2 L 
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felt compelled, for reasons which we have fully stated to our supe- 
riors^ to direct that no further legal proceedings be admitted in the 
case of Moroo Ragonath, and that no returns be made to any writs 
0^ Habeas Corpus of a similar nature to those recently issued, and 
directed to any officers of the provincial courts, or to any of our 
native subjects not residing in the island of Bombay. 

We are quite sensible of the deep responsibility we incur by 
these measures; but we must look for our justification in the ne- 
cessity of our situation. The grounds upon which we act have 
exclusive reference to our considerations of civil government and 
of state policy, but as our resolution cannot be altered until we 
receive the commands of those high authorities to which we are 
subject we inform you of them; and we do most anxiously hope 
that the consideimtions we have before stated Snay lead you to 
limit yourself to those protests and appeals against cur conduct in r 
the cases specified that you may deem it your duty to make, as 
any other conduct must, for reasons already stated, prove deeply 
injurious to the public interests, and can, under the resolution 
taken and avowed by Governmefit, produce no result favorable 
either to the immediate or future establishment of the extended 
jurisdiction you have claimed. A very short period will elapse 
before an answer is received to the full and urgent reference we 
have made upon the subject ; and we must again express our hope 
that even the obligations under which we are sensible that you act 
are not so imperative as to impel you to proceedings which the 
Government has thus explicitly stated its resolution to oppose.” 

^ . . 

This letter was dated on the 3rd of October, I 8285 

and signed by all the members of Council — the Corn- 
man der-in-Chief included. It was sent on that day, or 
the following morning, to the house of Sir Charles 
Olrambers, who sent it on to Sir John Grant. On the 
5 th, Sir John Grant, in the worst possible frame of mind 
for the becoming perfonnance of such a task, wrote a 
private letter to Sir John Malcolm, accusing the Go-^ 
vemor and his colleagues of making dishonorable propo- 
•sals ]tp his Miajesty’s judges, and desiring tjiat all-private 
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intercourse between them might cease until a satisfactory 
explanation were rendered to him^ — if, indeed, it was 
added, such conduct were “capable of explanation.” 

The letter of the members of Government was intended, 
to be conciliatory; but it stung Sir John Grant to the 
f|uick. He read it with jaundiced eyes and a distem- 
pered imagination ; and it appeared to him a premedi- 
tated insult of the grossest and most offensive kind. The 
very expressions which were intended to soften his re- 
sentment by giving him credit for sincere convictions, 
and an honest, loyal desire to maintain, within the* limits 
of the law, the, dignity of the Crown of which he was the 
judicial representative, rankled most keenly in his bi'east. 
It seemed to him as though he had been invited to vio- 
late his conscience, to sacrifice his duty to convenience, 
to trample down the sacred obligations of his oath and 
his allegiance. And he declared that in his understand- 
ing of the proposal, which he had considered and re- 
solved over and over again with the most painful anxiety, 
it was one of so gross a nature, that to entertain for a mo- 
ment the opinion that it could be suggested to him wfith- 
out offence, was an outrage not more on the purity of 
his judicial character than on his private honor. The 
injury done to him, he said, was more of a personal than 
an official character, and, as such, he had no other means 
of marking his sense of the indignity, than by abstaining 
from personal intercourse with every one of the gentle- 
men who had ventured so to address him. 

It was acknowledged afterwards by Sir John Grant 
and his friends that this letter was a mistake. It would 
be impossible to conceive a greater. But it does not 
■appear to me that, as some thought at the time, it was 
intended to provoke a breach of the peace. It is true 
that it constructively accused Malcolm and his coilef gue§ 
of making a dishonorable proposal to hinj.; but the lan- 

,2 l2 
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guage of the letter was rather of a defensive than of 
an aggressive character; and although Sir John Grant 
wrote, and subsequently acknowledged that he wrote, 
under the influence of highly irritated feelings, I cannot 
believe that he was so beside himself with wrath as to 
have contemplated, at the very time when he was writing ^ 
in high-flown terms of his sacred obligations and the 
purity of his judicial character, such a violation of the one, 
and such a pollution of the other, as a personal combat 
with the head of the local Government. There are 
more ways of soiling the judicial ermine than by waiving 
points of jurisdiction and keeping his Majesty’s writs 
out of places which they were never intended to enter. 

But, whatever may have been the intent of the letter, 
it filled Malcolm with an equal measure of surprise and 
of regret— surprise, that a communication which was 
intended to be respectful and>.conciliatory should have 
given so great offence ; regret, that it had^so completely 
severed the ties of personal friendship which had bound 
him to a man, who had many good and genial qualities, 
and in whom Malcolm had always expected to find a 
pleasant and intellectual companion. But there was but 
one answer which could be sent back to such a letter. 
Anything less j)eremptory and uncompromising on the 
part of the judge might have elicited from Malcolm an 
assurance that the letter of the Government was intended 
to convey the very reverse of a personal insult. But, ad- 
dressed in such language, what could he do but answer 
tliSt, much as he regretted for many reasons the loss of 
“ a private intercourse from which he had derived and 
expected so much pleasure and gratification,” he could 
do nothing to prevent it ? “ The grounds, however,” he'’ 

added, “ upon which you have deemed it necessary to 
terminate this private intercourse, are sucli as no''concep- 
tion of mine, either of your feelings or duties, could have 
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led me to anticipate. This, however, is not meant as an 
explanation. I can owe none to any person in my pri- 
vate capacity for acts done as Governor of this Presi- 
dency.” 

•Contention ran very high at this time. Men’s minds 
were much embittered by strife; and some of Malcolm’s 
friends endeavoured to persuade him to place Sir John 
Grant’s letter on record.* It was represented that such a 
measure would strengthen the hands of Government by 
damaging their opponents. But Malcolm was not a 
man to serve his own cause by injuring an adversary ; 
and the very’ thought that the publication of Grant’s 
letter might ruin his character as a judg^ was sufficient, 
to a man of the Bombay Governor’s generous nature, to 
keep him from plaojng it on record, or otherwise turning 
it to account. 

On the 6th of October, the Court met; Sir Charles 
Chambers and Sir John Grant took their seats on the 
bench. The letter of the Government was read aloud 
by the clerk of the Crown. Sir Charles Chambers then 
addressed the Court. He said that the letter was of an 
extraordinary character — “ written in so dictatorial a tone 
that, addressed as it was to the King’s Supreme Court of 
Judicature by persons who had no right to address the 
Court except as humble suitors for the distribution of its 
justice,” he had naturally felt strongly on the subject 

^ I have been strongly urged/’ to be instrumental in seriously injur- 
\?rote Maleolmj to put tMs lettei* ing, except in tbe strict performance 
upon record. I have been told tliat it of duty, a man in Sir John Grant’s 
would advance the cause of Govern- situation, with a large and amiable fa- 
inent beyond all other documents, by mily ; and secondly, I am most anxious 
showing the character of thc man witn that you should not adopt or accept, 
whom the present disputes have origi- as a remedy for personal evils, the 
nalcd, and I have been told that this censure or punishment of a judge or 
letter would undoubtedly ruin Mm. judges. It is the jurisdiction that 
This is Jig very reason upon which I must be clearly doMied, and the system 
object to its puMieity. In the first altered.” • ^ * 

place, no consideration can induce me ^ 
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ever since the receipt of it. He then proceeded to say 
that the Court could not admit any person, “let his rank 
be ever so distinguished, or his power ever so predomi- 
nant, to address it in any other way respecting its judicial 
and public functions, than as the humblest suitor who 
applies for its protection.” “Within these walls,” said 
the Judge, “ we own no equal, and no superior but God 
and the King. The East India Company, therefore, and 
all those who govern their possessions, however absolute 
over those whom they consider their subjects, must be 
told, as they have been told ten thousand times before, 
that in tliis Court they are entitled to n© more prece- 
dency and favor than the lowest suitor in it.* The only 
mode, therefore, in which the writers of this letter could 
properly address this Court, is through their counsel, by 
way of an humble petition.” He then spoke of the insult 
that had been offered to his Majesty’s judges b.y the sup- 
position that, in consideration of any political expediency 
or state necessity, they could violate the sanctity of their 
oaths. On this point he dwelt much, as Sir John Grant 
had dwelt upon it in his private letter to Malcolm, and 
then, after entering at some length into the circumstances 
of the different cases Avhich had brought the Court and 
the Government into collision, he concluded by saying 
that Sir J ohn Malcolm and the other members of Go- 
vernment had come forward, by menaces which implied 
nothing but violence, to suspend the well-known and 
well-established jurisdiction of the Court. “ I have but 
one'course,” he said, “ to pursue. Private ease and com- 
fort have never been of any consideration with me ; but 
as in the moral conduct of public men it may be laid 
down as a golden rule, that nothing can be given in ex- 
change for an honorable reputation, the publig shall 
find ine at my post ; and, although I cannot argue with 
those whose strongest argument consists in physical 
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force, I will resist, with the utmost of my ability, auy 
attempt to dictate to my conscience or to control my > 
public functions.” 

Then Sir John Grant addressed the Court. He com- 
menced with a legal fiction, saying I have heard this 
letter read with equal attention, surprise, and regret 
and then went on to deliver himself very much in the 
style of the letter which he had written on the day 
before. He dwelt upon the outrage which had been 
committed on the Bench by supposing that they could 
listen for a moment to such overtures as had beeij made 
to them by the. Government; and added, with a not very 
decorous allusion to Sir Elijah Impey, “'The gentlemen 
who sign this letter labor under a great mistake, if 
they believe that there exists — with the exception of 
a very short, calamitous, and disgraceful period, that 
there ever did exist — a ^British judge to whom such 
a proposal cquld be addressed with the least chance of 
success.” He then &q)oke of the two cases, which the 
Government, he said, had “ ventured to mention by 
name of the hardihood they had exhibited in ordering 
that no returns should be made to the writs of the Kin g’s 1 

judges, and directing persons who were the King’s sub- 
jects, not the Bombay Government’s, to disobey and 
oppose the laws. By what right they assumed Such 
power. Sir John Malcolm and the other gentlemen had 
“omitted to declare.” “Meanwhile, it is the duty of 
this Court to declare that lawful power of this sort they 
have none.” “ They say,” said Sir John Grant, in con- 
clusion, “ that they are sensible of the responsibility they 
incur. This is for them to judge of, not us. But I may 
say that I doubt exceedingly whether they are sensible 
of the entire responsibihty they may incur. And this, at 
least, it is right for me to say, that, whatev^’ respon|ibility 
they may choose to incur in their own persons, they can- 


520 


THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT. 


not shelter others -whom they may employ or control 
from the responsibility such persons shall incur, if they 
are concerned in any offer of resistance to the King’s 
writs issued by the orders of this Court — a responsi- 
bility criminal as well as civil, and which, in case of any 
loss of life occasioned by such resistance, will infer the 
guilt of murder in all those who shall have been aiding 
and assisting in it, or who shall have directed, counselled, 
or advised it.” 

The Clerk of the Crown was then ordered to write to 
the Cljief Secretary to inform the Government that their 
letter had been received, but that the judges “ could take 
no notice thereof.” ' 

Sir Charles Chambers went home, sickened, and soon 
afterwards died. Sir John Grant declared that the Go- 
vernment letter had killed his^ brother judge, but that it 
should not kill him, and addressed himself with increased 
energy to the conflict. Meanwhile, Malcoljn prepared to 
leave the Presidency. “ I start fbj; Poonah ’to-night,” he 
wrote to Lord William Bentinck, on the 7th of October, 
“ and, as I have horses on the road, I shall be in time to 
give orders to arrest the consequences of to-morrow’s 
proceedings in Court, which are expected to be very 
violent.,. They will no doubt direct an attachment against 
Pandoorung Eamchunder ; but when they find that chief 
protected by military force, they will, I should hope, 
stop, and not go on with vain efforts to oppose their 
constables to the troops of Government.” * 

The Court, however, did not sit until the 10th. On 
that day. Sir John Grant took his seat upon the bench 
alone. Prom this time he was to fight the battle single- 
handed; and, right or wrong, he fought it with unflinch- 

^ A. circular lette was sent to all Goyemment tliat no^ returns Siiould in 
tlie Company’s judges and magistrates^ future be made to writs of Habeas 
informing them ot the resolution of Corpus similar to those recently issued. 
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ing coFirage. A return to the writ was moved for by 
Mr. Irwin, counsel for Moroo Eagonath; but no return 
was forthcoming ; so motion was made for an attachment 
for disobedience ; but this motion was refused. “ I can- 
not grant it,” said Sir John Grant, “but I will do all I 
can for you — I will issue another writ of Habeas Corpus 
(a JPlw'ies writ), with a heavy fine in case of disobe- 
dience.* The writ, with a penalty of 10,000 rupees, 
returnable immediately, was accordingly issued, and a 
constable was sent to Poonah, who openly declared that, 
if resisted by the civil Government, he had autho:gty to 
call upon Sir I4onel Smith, who commanded the troops, 

» to render him assistance. Sir Lionel, however, was not 
the man to side with the lawyers in such a crisis. It is 
reported, indeed, that he recommended, as the best solu- 
tion of the difficulty, the bi’eaking of the catchpole’s 
head. There wel'e, however, no violent collisions. The 
writ was left a| Eamchunder’s house, “ he being at home, 
and access to him denied; and every other means of 
commmiicating it to liim, deemed good service in such 
cases by law, was used.”t But all was of no avail. He 
made no appearance, “being aided in his contempt, as 
appears, by the Government, the magistracy, and the 
military.” ,, 

Trom Malcolm’s letters, written at this time to the 
Governor-General, the Chairman of the East India 
Company, and others, may be gathered the feelings with 
Avhich he regarded the painful conflict. A few extracts 
will suffice: 

“ Tiie reason assigned by tbe tion to issue an attachment for disobe* 
learned judge for adopting this course, dience to a writ of Habeas Corpus) 
was that by tlie common law the Court extended to India.” — [Letter of ike 
of Iving’s Bench could not grant an Acting Advocate-Gemral to the Chief 
attachmm^t, except in term time ; and Secretarg^ October IS), • 

he did not consiacr. that 56 Geo, III. f Speech of Sir John Grant. 

(which enables a single judge in vaca- * 
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October 19tli, 1828. — was a fool for coming to India at all, 
and this I have thonglit everyday since I landed. This battle 
with the judges has, I confess, half reconciled me to the folly I 
have committed, for it is a subject of vital importance to the em- 
pire. I have tried to deal some heavy blows at these costly and 
dangerous fabrics yclept Supreme Courts; but they are too essen- 
tial for the objects of power and patronage, and to feed the rising 
spirit of the age, for me or any man to prevail against them. Tory 
Ministers will continue to delight in appointing judges, and a free 
press in declaiming against Oriental tyranny, and the necessity of 
pure and disinterested lawyers to check misrule and oppression, 
through the dissemination of a knowledge of law and freedom, 
whichf translated into Mahrattas, means litigation and sedition.” 

Poonali^ October 2 1 . — All the world here ancf at Madras (I have 

not yet heard from Bengal) are with me, except five or six "" 

The opportunity of striking a blow at these Courts (the offspring 
of patronage) was given to me, and, to the^utmost of my strength, 

I will inflict it. Barn wall will tell you how calm I have been 
throughout; and so I shall continue, though no man ever had 
such provocation.” 

^yPoonahy October — This has ]}een, and tontinues to be, a 
hard fight; but I will not fl,inch — though deserted by those who 
ought to support me. Of this you shall hear more. But the 
continued and mischievous use of the King’s name, in contradis- 
tinction to that of the Company, from the Bench, has had some 
effect on Europeans as well as natives.” 

Papooree^ October 24. — I transmit a letter from the Clerk of 
the Crown to the Chief Secretary, with the answer and my 
minute. This answer was anticipated, of course. But the form 
of the application is to be added to a long catalogue of crimes, of 
which I am to be accused, in a letter to Ms Majesty, and informa- 
tion laid before the House of Lords of contempt and outrage. 
Sucii, says report, are the proceedings of Sir John Grant, who is 
now our sole judge. .... The gentlemen of the law speak of 
Hs intention to call upon officers in command of divisions to aid 
Mm in the execution of the law, on the ground of authority con- 
tained in the last clause of the charter* A wretch of a constable, 
with what they ^all a Pluries Habeas, stated publicly at-Poonah, 
whereihe still i^, that, if I refused him aid, he had instructions to 
call on Major-General Sir Lionel Smith for the support of troops. 


This has not yet been done, and probably never may ; but your 
Lordship” (Lord William Bentinck) “will enter at once into the 
danger of such appeals. The very mention of them is calculated, 
in a country like this, to break down all civil authority ; and if I 
did not stand upon a rock, both on personal and public grounds, 
the neutrality and hesitation of the Oommander-in-Chief might 
be attended with the w'orst effects.” 

In tlie mean while, both the Judge and the Governor 
were preparing to appeal to higher authority. Malcolm 
drew up a full statement of the case, collected all the 
documents bearing upon it, and sent a confidential friend 
(Major Barnwajl) to England by the overland route, as 
, the bearer of these communications, and the depositary, 
too, of much illustrative information, which might not be 
contained in them. At the same time the question was 
referred to the Supreme Government at Calcutta. The 
Judge was no less active aifd energetic. ITe drew up a 
long petition to the King, setting forth the injuries and 
indignities which had been inflicted on his Majesty’s 
Court, and soliciting due protection and redress for the 
outraged majesty of British law. A copy of this petition 
was forwarded by the Clerk of the Crown to Sir John 
Malcolm, who drew up a minute in reply, dated the 30th 
of November. On the 9th of the following January, an 
answer was received to the reference made to Bengal, 
from which it appeared that it was the opinion of all 
the Company’s law officers at that Presidency that the 
Supreme Court had no legal right to the jurisdiction 
claimed by the Bombay judges. ; * 

It need not be said that these dissensions created con- 
siderable excitement from one end of the Presidency to 
the other. The European community, for the most part, 
sided in ophuon with the Govermnent. The exceptions 
were principally lawyers; and the lawyers qpcupied soma 
of the local journals. Those were days when the^ress 
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was practically only half emancipated, and legally not at 
all. The free expression of public opinion depended 
upon the will of the Governor. To the free expression 
of public opinion on such a subject as was then under 
dispute, it is probable that Sir John Malcolm would not 
have objected. But he knew that the local jornmals were 
little likely to contain anything beyond a free expression 
of the opinions of an interested class. The lawyers of 
the Indian Presidencies have been, at all times, as ready 
with their pens as with their tongues. Among them have 
been jmany able, enlightened, and honorable men ; and I 
believe that the cause of truth, of freedom, and of good 
government, has benefited much by their utterances in.- 
public assemblies, and through the public press. But 
upon the conflict of the King’s and Company’s Courts it 
is hardly to be expected that they should declare them- 
selves without prejudice or'passion; and they are the 
worst possible exponents of the opinions , and feelings of 
the natives of India. Malcolm felt that much evil might 
result from the public discussion of the question at issue 
between Government and the Courts, in the then ex- 
cited state of the settlement. He sought, therefore, to 
limit this discussion, but in a manner which appears to 
me to^have been the least arbitrary and offensive that 
could have been adopted. He caused a notification to 
be published in the Gazette, prohibiting all servants of 
Government from publishing in the newspapers articles 
and letters bearing upon the proceedings of the Supreme 
Court. He might at this time have “ deported” any 
editor or contributor, by a stroke of his pen. 

By the civil members of Government — -Mr. Eomer and 
Mr. Sparrow — Malcolm was honestly supported. But of 
the assistance he was likely to derive from theHom- 
mander-in-Chief, Sir Thomas Bradford, he sooii began 
to entertam some doubts. The King’s name is a tower 
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of strength. The Commander-in-Chief, an old King’s 
officer, though at first disposed to support Hs colleague, 
seems afterwards to have been persuaded that to oppose 
the Court was to oppose the King. As the storm rose, 
he began to trim his sails ; and, as it thickened, he veered 
! , round, and Malcolm thought, at one time, that he would 

openly support the authority of the Court, and bring the 
i King’s troops to its aid. Had he done so, a frightful 

calamity might have ensued, and Malcolm was resolute 
to avert it. He made up his mind to exercise, in such an 
extremity, the authority vested in him by the law, %nd to 
deport the Conjmander-in-Chief as he would deport any 
i free merclmnfc” in the country. 

There was no need, however, to proceed to any such 
extremity— neither then, nor at a later period. The 
winter of 1828-2^ saw something of a lull in the conflict. 
The Court was not sitting.* Nothing could be done till 
it re-assembled. Sir John Malcolm was making a tour 
through the outlying provinces and the adjacent native 
states of Western India. He visited Sattarah, Beejapore, 
Belgaum, Kolapore, and other celebrated places, and 
towards the end of January returned to the Presidency. 
About the same time — that is, on the 25 th of January 
— Sir John Grant opened the Sessions at Bombay. A 
month afterwards, Moroo Ragonath’s counsel moved for 
the return to the JPluries writ, which had been issued in 
October, and, no return being made, moved for an attach- 
ment against Pandoorung Eamchunder. The attach- 
ment was granted, but, as the cotemporary records assert, 
“with a little hesitation.” Orders were issued that it 
should be addressed to the Governor in Council, to 
' enable the civil authorities to execute it, if they pleased, 
through the agency of some person or persons selected by 
themselves. Hut there could have been kittle real e» 
I pectation that the Government would submit theinselves 
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to any sucli compromise. An answer was sent back, re- 
ferring Sir John Grant to tbe letter of tlie 3rd of October, 
and stating that there was no intention to swerve from 
the resolution therein expressed, except under the orders 
of the superior authorities to whom the question had been 
referred. 

But as Sir John Malcolm was resolute, so also was 
Sir John Grant. On the 1st of j'^ril, being the first 
day of the second session of 1829, the Judge, in a long 
speech, announced his resolution to close the Court. 
And for a time the Court was closed. It was an extreiue 
measure — a public scandal pregnant with evil— calcu- 
lated to have the worst possible effect upon the native 
mind. But it did not intimidate Malcolm. It was a 
proceeding, indeed, for which he was [prepared. It had 
been hinted at in an earlier stage of the conflict, and he 
knew that at any time it might be resorted to, as a last 
despairing effort on the part of the incensed Judge. 

A measure of such public significance as this called for 
a counter-movement on the part of Government equally 
demonstrative and notorious. On the 7th of April,* 
therefore, Malcolm issued a proclamation, stating the 
regret of the Governor in Council that the Judge had 
thought it necessary to suspend the functions of the 
Court, and pledging the Government to use its utmost 
endeavours to protect the persons and property of the 


^ At the heginning of the months 
Haleolm was at the Mahabuleslmr 
Hili^ •when he •wi’ote on the 4th to 
Lord William Eentinck : I came to 
this line climate to escape the hot sea- 
son; and was enjoying a temperature 
never exceeding 75^ and requiring 
blankets at nigM, when called by my 
colleagues to Bombay on the strange 
occurrence of Sir John Grant’s shutting 
•ijie doors of Ms il^jesty’s Gourt—on 
what grounds your Lordship will see 
by the public papery, and by those 


documents which will be sent by our 
Secretary. , . . This last measure 
of Sir J. Grant’s is so far good, that it 
must compel the home authorities, 
however reluctantly, to come to some 
decision. . . . But I will plague 

your Lordship no more about judges;^ 
and end with an assurance tliat, under 
all circumstances, I shall preserve my 
temper, and walk with an nndefriating^ 
and firm step in thg open, phiin path of 
public duty.” 
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inhabitants of Bombay. Sir John Grant declared that 
this was “a misrepresentation of the step taken by the 
Supreme Court in the painful circumstances wherein the 
conduct of the Governor and Council had placed it,” in 
as much as that the Court had not suspended its func- 
tions, but had only adjourned.* The point is of little 
consequence. Both the Governor and the Judge had 
addressed the Supreme Government at Calcutta. But 
the decision of that authority was only of temporary im- 
portance, for an answer was shortly expected from Eng- 
land— an answer which the Supreme Government said 
would put an end “to such conflicts of authority, and to 
a state of things most discreditable to the'character, and 
most injurious to the interests, of the British administra- 
tion in India.”f 

And soon the expected answer arrived first in a pri- 
vate form — -in a letter from the President of the India 
Board, which gave Malcolm full assurance of the larger offi- 
cial support he was about to receive. Lord Ellenborough 
had by this time succeeded to the chief seat at the Board 
of Control. A man of quick decision and prompt action, 
he was not one to hesitate about the merits of the case, 
or to be slow in the expression of the opinions he had 
formed. It is a signal merit in a statesman to appreciate 
the effects of timely encouragement and support upon the 
inferior authorities and agencies over which he presides, 

Sir John Grant stated on the 1st of tho great eyils arising out of the 
of April, that the Court had ‘^ceased unlimited jurisdiction, as assumed and 
on all its sides,'’ which Mus very like a exercised W the Supreme Court' at 
suspension of its functions. ^ Bombay. We believe, as advised by 

t The Supreme Government, whilst the experienced lawyers whom we have 
declaring that there was little occasion, consulted, that this extension of their 
in ihe near prospect of a decision from power by construction, as it is termed 
home, for them to enter upon a de- has been recently introduced and is 
tailed expression of their opinions, said: contrary to usage, and is evidently op- 

W e can Ipive no dilEculty, at the same posed to the intentiQn of the Legisla- 
time, in expressing «ur entire concur- ture ” . ^ 

rence in the view you have taken ^ 
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and to give practical expression to this appreciation in a 
hearty, demonstrative manner. Caution, doubtless, is a 
good thing. But it is the curse of English statesmanship 
to be cautious in the wrong place and at the wrong time. 
A little more seasonable impulsiveness would not mar 
the etficiency of our administrative system. At all events, 
when Lord Ellenborough wrote the following letter to 
the Bombay Governor, with whom he had no personal 
acquaintance, he said precisely that which was best cal- 
culated to encourage and to strengthen a man of Mal- 
colm’s character and temperament.* 

LOKD ELLENBOEOUGH TO SIE JOHX MALCOLM. 

India Board, Eeb. 21, 1839. 

Sir, — I had not intended to write to you until I could commu- 
nicate to you the opinion of the law officers of the Crown upon 
the difference which appears l^y your letters to have taken 
place between you and the Supreme Court of Bombay; but the 
Chairs have just informed me that they write tp you by a vessel 
which sails to-day/ and I am unwilling that you should not receive 
a letter from me at the same time. 

I believe there is but one opinion in this country as to the con- 
duct of the Supreme Court. Their law is considered bad law ; but 
then, errors in matters of law are nothing in comparison with 
those they have committed in the tenor of their speeches from 
the benoh. 


This is no mere specidation or 
conjecture. See what Mmcolm himself 
said on the subject : "Independent of 
the substances of tins communication, 
there was in those very expressions 
whi«;^h have been most carped at, what 
conveyed to my mind the fullest re- 
liance upon the firmness and decision 
of the Indian Minister. With Lord 
lllenborough I was personally un- 
acquainted. I received his letter, 
therefore, as far as the expression 
went, as a kind proof of the impres- 
aons he had forced of my private 
and public character. These impres- 


sions alone could have made him write 
in so familiar a tone of friendship ; 
md' those only who have served their 
mmtry in remote stations can judge the 
difference of feeling letween what such a 
communication is calculated to insgire, 
and one of a more cold^ guarded^ and 
official character. The latter may save 
a Minister from the effects of the in- 
discretion of others ; but it will never 
animate public officers to that z:ealoiis^ 
and bold execution of their duty which 
is produced by cordial and uniriserved 
communication with their superiors.” 
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Had Sir Charles Chambers lived, I think he must have been 
displaced. Sir J* P. Grant seems to have confined himself more i 
strictly to a legal argument. He may have been led by his 
coaxing chief. Still there is much to censure in his conduct, and 
although I think it will probably not be considered necessary to 
recall him, his case is by no means decided upon. I am to have 
some conversation upon it with the Chancellor in a few days. 

We are so much occupied with the Roman Catholic Relief 
Bill at present, that we have little time for other matters, however 
important. To this circumstance must be attributed the delay 
which has occurred on the part of the law officers. There was 
none in sending the case to them. #1, 

In the mean time the King has, on my recommendation, made 
your Advocate-General, Mr. Dewar, Chief Justice. I advised 
'this appointment because that gentleman appears to have shown 
ability and discretion during the late conflict with the Supreme 
Court, because he appears to take a right view of the law, and to 
be on terms of confidence with you. I thought that the putting 
him over Sir John Grant’s head would do more to rectify public 
opinion than any other measure I could at once adopt; and you 
liavc him in action” two months sooner than you would have 
any man sent from hence. 

I hope this arrangement will be satisfactory to you. 

The Puisne Judge appointed in the room of Sir Charles 
Chambers is Mr. William Seymour, of the Chancery Bar. The 
Lord Chancellor has a very good opinion of him, and generally, I 
think, he appeared to have higher claims to the situation than any 
other eandidate. He is a gentleman in his manners, and a man of 
a cultivated mind. He seems to have right notions of his duty, 
and of the law wliich has been so strangely misinterpreted. He 
will rather support the Government, than use the authority of the 
Supreme Court as a means of raising an Opposition. At least, if he 
is not all this, I have been deceived in him. He will embark in 
less than two months. He will probably be knighted before he 
sails, and as it will not be right that the Chief Justice alone 
snoiild not be knighted, we rnust consider in what manner that 
ciin be best effected. I believe it may be done by patent; but my 
present idea is to ^empower you as Governor to coi-J|er the honor # 

«)f knighthood upon Mr. Dewar. This will evidently placl the 

VOL. II. ' 2 M , ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 
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GovermBentabovetheCourt; it will mark you out as tlie King’s 
representative. You may make the ceremony as Imposing as 
you please, the more so the hetter, and ask the Rajah of Satfcarah 
to come and see it. I have written to the Heralds’ GiSIce to know 
if the thing could he so done according to precedent. 

It is as yet undecided, the law officers not having yet given 
their opinions as to the law, whether a declaratory Act will be 
req^uired. Perhaps' the opinions of the law officers, and those 
which I may obtain of the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief 
Justice, may be sufficient to induce Sir J. Grant to revise his 
notions of law— at any rate, no more mischief can happen, as he 
will be like a wild elephant led away between two tame ones. As 
we may not impossibly renew the Charter next year, we may take 
that opportunity-of rectifying the expressions of the Act of Par- 
liament, should they require it. Many persons think it would bef 
inexpedient to open a discussion on Indian matters this year, if it 
could be avoided. But, as I told you, no decision is yet come to. 

You will see that tliere is no intention of deserting you. You 
have acted with much firmness ahd prudence. I entirely agree in 
the view you have expressed of the dangerous consequences which 
would result from the extension beyond the Kmits of the Presi- 
dency of the powers claimed by the -Supreme Court. 

Orders have been pven for expediting the patent of Chief 
Justice. 

It is with deep regret that I have learned that the Company 
and the country arc so soon to lose your services in India. I 
would^ not ask you to stay one hour to the danger of your 
valuable life; but 1 am confident you will stay till you have 
established the authority of the Government in the opinion of the 
natives. I trust, indeed, that the unbending firmness you have 
displayed will have prevented much of the evil which might have 
been expected to follow from the conduct of the Judges. 

""I feel satisfied that you will act with the same firmness under 
all circumstances, and, at the same time, with moderation and dis- 
cretion. You may thus depend upon the support of the Board of 
Control while I have the honor of presiding over it. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

^ ELLENBOBOtraH. 

I am going tp send you a very excellent new bishop whenever 
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Dr. James resigns— Mr. J. M. Turner. The Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, the Bishop of London, and, indeed, all the bishops I haTO 
seen, are quite satisfied that Mr. Turner is as fit a man as could 
have been selected. He will be mild and firm. He is a very 
good and pious man, without worldly notions, and really devoted 
to his high calling. 

This letter rejoiced Malcolm’s heart. I have written 
to little purpose if I have not shown that he was a man 
of very small reserve— open always, j&ree of speech, and 
above the littleness of official mystification. When, 
therefore, he received this memorable epistle, which if 
he had worded,it himself could not have been more in 
, consonance with his wishes, he, at his breakfast-table, 
proclaimed, with characteristic communicativeness, the 
triumph it announced. But he did not, as has been fre- 
(juently stated, read the letter aloud. BEe, hoivever, 
sent two copies of the document to Calcutta. He sent 
one to Lord 'V^illiam Bentinck; he sent another to Mr. 
Bax, who had been Chief Secretary at Bombay, and 
who was then on a special mission in Bengal. One of 
these copies or a copy of one of these copies — was 
communicated to the Bengal Sv/rharn, the leading 
journal of the Presidency, and published in the columns 
of that paper. 

The pubhcation of such a letter at such a time, we^ 
may be sure, created no small sensation at Calcutta.* It 
was eagerly commented on by the Press, discussed by 
the European inhabitants of the settlement, and by the 
higher class of natives, who had regarded the struggle 
between the Government and the law officers of Bombay 
with a sort of wondering curiosity, which sought expla- 
nations of the real meaning of the letter. The lawyers,, 
bitter. before, assailed Malcolm with increased acerbity* 
whilst others, chuckling over the contents the l^tti’’ 
and inwardly rejoicing in its publication, shook their 
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heads ivitli outward gravity, and condemned the indiscre- 
tion of communicating such a letter to the Press. Some 
talked of breaches of confidence, and censured Malcolm 
himself for distributing copies of a private letter; and in 
the midst of aU this discussion, Lord Ellenborough, of 
whom little before had been known in India, suddenly 
became famous. 

In due course, intelligence of this untoward publica- 
tion reached Malcolm, who was then residmg at Da- 
pooree. Wholly unexpected as it was, it sorely distressed 
him.'^ He had never dreamt of any one divulging to the 
■outside public, much less of printing in a newspaper, 
■what had been confidentially communicated only to oner 
or two private friends. It was altogether a grievous 
abatement from the satisfaction, which he had derived 
from the support of his proceedings by the authorities at 
home. What he felt on tliersubject— how anxious he 
was to explain his own conduct and njotives— may be 
gathered from a long private letter which he wrote to 
Lord William Bentinck on the 2nd of July, from which 
the follo'wing passages are taken : 

“To three causes — to the strong and united feelings and 
opinions of the Court of Directors ; to the knowledge of India 
and the decision of the Duke of W ellington ; and to the prompt, 
high-spirited, and able proceedings of the President of the Board 
of Control — ^is to be ascribed this important victory, which I have 
told Lord Ellenborough (and your Lordship will be satisfied I 
-have told him truly) will, if followed up to completion, place bis 
nahie above all his predecessors at the India Board. Amid the 
-feelings of satisfaction with which I refer to this subject, I have 
suffered much personal annoyance from the publicity which has 
been given to Lord Ellenborough’s private letter of the 21st of 
"Eebruary. Though fully aware of the confidential natui'e of all 
^correspondence between a Governor and the Presidcynf- of the 
•Indif Board, “I thought it a duty to send a copy of it and other 
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letters to your Lordsliip as Governor-G-eneral, and more so as a 
private friend, considering that you would rejoice witli me in so 
happy a result ; and that nothing could so fully convey the cha- 
racter of the proceedings that had been adopted as the manliness 
and frankness of Lord Ellenborough’s letter. -I did not^ as per- 
haps I ought, make extracts from it, but sent it entire. I also 
» transmitted it with other papers to Mr. Bax, who had been a 
confidential secretary throughout the struggle with the Supreme- 
Court, and I could not deny him the pleasure of a full knowledge 
of the result; but I stated to him, as I did to your Lordship, that 
the papers were private and confidential, to be shown to Colonel 
Frederick,^ but only in parts to others. Colonel Frederick had been 
long a member of my family, and with him I had no reserve ; but 
as to others, tliou^i I wished that the substance of the decision in 
^England should be known, because I thought it would do good, 
the thought never entered my mind that Lord Ellenborough’s 
letter, transmitted as a private communication to your Lordship, 
and as private and confidential to Mr. Bax, could obtain such, 
publicity as it lias done. .... . , I do not regret this publicity 
on account of any sentiments the letter contains. They are such, 
as the noble wrifer may be proud of. They are frank, wise, 
and decided. The only fault that can be found wltli the produc- 
tion is, that tlie expressions are perhaps free-er and of a more 
unreserved nature than Lord Ellenborough should have addressed 
to one of whose discretion he was not better assured. But per- 
sonally unacquainted as I am with his Lordship, I shall solicit his 
pardon, stating the impressions made at the moment by his wel- 
come intelligence, my eagerness to spread it to those who were 
deeply interested— adding, certainly, that I never did and never 
could anticipate that it woul^^ become, by dishonesty or breach of 
confidence, a document for publication or discussion in the Cal- 
cutta newspapers.” 

A copy of this letter to Lord William Bentinck, Mal- 
colm furnished to Lord Ellenborough, saying : 

“ I can hardly hope the explanation offered in the enclosed will' 

_ » Coloiioi ProderM was then at posed of officers froiifthe differei^t Pre-’’ 

Calcutta on a Special Committcje, com- sidencies. 
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entitle me to your pardon, for my indiscretion in trusting to any 
one a copy of your letter ; but I certainly thought, previous to 
this discussion, that it was impossible that a copy of it should 
pass from the hands into which it was committed by me into 
those through which it has reached a public newspaper. I am 
yet to learn how this has occurred; but from late letters from 
Calcutta, I consider the state of society in that city to be such, 
that I can believe any means to be resorted to by democratic fac- 
tions and discontented men to serve their ends, or promote in the 
slightest manner their views of changing the whole system of 
Indian government. The government of no part of India, and 
least of all Bengal, will bear a lax rein: Lord William Bentinck 
has had many difficulties to meet ; and I should hope^ from a letter 
I have just received from him, that these are not to be conq^uered 
by any but the firmest and most decided measures.^' 

To this apology Lord EllerLborpngh sent back the 
following manly letter : 

■ ■ ■ 1^'. 

LOBD ELLENBOBOXJGH TO SIE JOHK MALGOEM. 

r India Board, Dec. 18, 1830. 

SiE, — Pray do not allow yourself to feel the least annoyance at 
the circumstance of one of my private letters to you having been 
copied and made public by some dishonorable man. That there 
should exist such a man in a situation, which could entitle him to 
a confidential communication, is much to be regretted; but for 
myself I care nothing, being prepared to defend against all comers 
everything I have written to you. 

Of the letter of the 21st of Pebruary I can find no copy; but no 
matter. I know I can have written nothing I cannot defend. 

I do not regret the freedom with which I have on all occasions 
expressed myself in writing to you. A letter should be written 
conversation, and it is quite impossible that the public business 
should be well conducted if those who are associated as you and I 
are in its conduct, do not at once communicate with all the free-^ 
dom of long-established friendship. 

I know no higher title to public and private confidenc??: than 
w^hich youtexhibit in the tried service of many years. 
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I assure you that tbe circumstance of there having teen found 
one base man in India ■will not diminish the freedom with which 
I sliah at all times communicate with as honorable a man as ever ’ 
illustrated the public service. 

I remain, Sir, your faithful servant, 

I ELLENBOEOir©H. 

f 

I * I do not know tkat there is any need to -write further 
I of this matter. Some, doubtless, will continue to think 

I that there was a want of ofl&cial caution on the part of 

Lord Ellenborough, and of official reticence on the part 
of Sir John Malcolm. Perhaps there was. They were 
neither of them men with the stamp of a very strbngly- 
^ marked and clearly-defined officialism upon them. I 
doubt, however, whether the world will think any the 
’ worse of them for the part which they bore in the event, 

the details of whicn are here revived. But there is 
little to be said in defence of the person who communi- 
cated the letter to the Press — ^nothing, if that person 
was, as Malcolm believed, one who many years before 
had received signal favors from him, and gratefully ac- 
knowledged them. I hope, however, that in this, the 
Bombay Governor was mistaken. 

Writing to the Duke of Wellington about this painful 
circumstance, Malcolm said that the Duke, who a quarter 
of a century before had personally known India; would 
wonder how any such letter could have appeared in an 
Indian newspaper. But he added, “ times are changed j” 
and he expressed his belief that Lord William Bentinck 
had acted unwisely in not laying a restraining hand upon 
the stripling impulses of a half emancipated Press. Lord 
I William Bentinck knew better: He knew that in such 

a state of society— good or bad, as had then arisen in 
the Indian Presidencies^ — a free Press must have its uses. 

No mail was ever more vilified by the Ini^an Press thap 
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Lord William Bentinek. Yet no man was ever more 
indebted to it, or more freely acknowledged tbe debt. 

Malcolm did all that lie could do to prevent the dis- 
scniination in Bombay of the contents of Lord Ellen- 
borough’s letter ; but this, it need not be said, was little. 
The annoyance at the time was great, but it passed over, 
and he turned aside from the contemplation of this acci- 
dent to the more cheering results of the great struggle 
with the Supreme Court. The home authorities had 
appointed Mr. Dewar, who, acting as Advocate-General, 
had sjiood by Malcolm throughout the entire contest, to 
be Chief Justice of Bombay. This aloi^e was a signal 
triumph. Thefe was, however, some delay i^i forwarding 
the new Judge’s patent ; and. in the mean while Sir John 
Grant showed little inclination to lower the pretensions 
of the Court.* But the conflict now was nearly at an 
end. The question had be'en referred to the Privy 
Council ;t and their judgment was as decisive in its cha- 
racter as it was in its effect. It ran in the following 
words : 

“That the \mts ot' habeas corpus were improperly issued in the 
two cases rel'crred to in the said petition. 

On t^e IStli of July, Malcolm subjkmuhfm. mid a. Mms 
w rote from Dapooree, saying : " Sir ckm ; and see in those recurriiig writs 
J ohii Grant has issued a Mbeas ad tes~ nothing but recurring efforts to bring 
tlflcmdim addressed to Paiidooriuig Pandoorung Eamchunder and Moroo 
'Hamcimnder to bring up his ward llagonath under the Jurisdiction of 
Moroo Eagoiiath as a witness in an the Court, indirect opposition to the 
approaching trial. We might, as our Goyernmentof the country.” 
legal ^adyiscr mforins us, evade this f The Privy Councillors present 
procedure; but that we have not done, were Lord Lyndhnrst (Lord Chau- 
iVo return will be made. To act other- cellor), Lord Ellenborough, Lord 
wise, would be a course at once incon- Tenterden, Sir John Nichol, Sir John 
sistent and undignified for the Civil Beckett, Mr. Wynne, Chief Baron 
Government, after wliat has passed, to Alexander, Chief Justice Best, Sir 
pursue. The natives of our provinces Christopher BoWson, Mr. Courtnay, 
can make, as I have publicly stated, and Mr,' Hobhouse, e 

up distinction between a habeas ad 
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“ That the Supreme Court has no power or authority to issue a 
writ of habeas corpus, except when directed either to a person re- 
sident within those local limits wherein such court has a general 
jurisdiction, or to a person out of such local limits, who is per- 
sonally subject to the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the Su- 
preme Court. 

“ That the Supreme Court has no power or authority to issue a 
writ of habeas corpus to the gaoler or officer of a native court as 
such officer, the Supreme Court having no power to discharge 
persons Imprisoned under the authority of a native court. 

“ That the Supreme Court is bound to notice the jurisdiction of 
the native court, without having the same specially set forth in the 
return to a writ of AaJeuis corpzts.” ' 

What reiuains of this story may be told with unmixed 
satisfaction. I believe that it was not in Malcolm’s 
nature to cherish unkindly feelings towards any hu- 
man being. When the first heats of the conflict were 
over, there was no stronger feeling within him than a 
lively hope that the battle might not result in any per- 
manent injury to his antagonist. I do not doubt, in- 
deed, that throughout the whole of the struggle he enter- 
tained a secret admiration for the resolute courage, whicli 
Sir John Grant evinced in every stage of the affray. And 
I know that he felt that there were great allowances to 
be made for the Judge. Right or wrong, the conduct of 
a man who stands up boldly for his order will evoke the 
sympathies of all generous minds. I have heard one of 
the first of living soldiers justify a measure of a very 
questionable character upon the grounds that he deemed 
it right “ to stand up for his cloth.” There are cloths of 
different color. And a lawyer may stand up for his as 
honestly as a soldier or a statesman. It would have been 
veiy much unlike Malcolm not to have sought to ex- 
tenuate the intemperate conduct of the Judge by a re- 
lerence to the position in which he was |»laced. I es»- 
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pected, therefore, to find among Ms papers shgTi letters as 
the following, and there are others of the same type : 

SIR JOHSr MALCOLM TO THE D0KE OF WELLINGTON'. 

Malcolm Peyt, Juiae 7, 1829. 

My dear Duke of Wellington,— I have just heard of 
your complete approbation of my conduct in our recent disputes 
with the Supreme Court. The hopes I entertained from your 
knowledge of the scene, your judgment and decision, have been 
more than fulfilled. The appointment of our Advocate-General 
to preside on the Bench was a masterstroke. It is a proclamation 
to white and black of your sentiments ; and the comparative youth 
and short standing at the Bar of the man you have thus elevated, 
adds to the salutary impression which this act must make on all 
ranks and classes in India. Mr. Dewar, I pledge myself, will do 
honor to those who placed him in this high situation. The late 
struggle has shown he is a good lawyeic I know him to be 
a perfect gentleman, possessed of excellent temper and sound 
judgment. 

I must on this occasion repeat my hope that none of his acts 
(not even shutting up the Court) shotCld lead to the recall of Sir 
John Grant. Though I am sorry for this gentleman — ^and more 
so that his violence should have hazarded distress to him and his 
fine family — I state what I now do from no maudlin feeling of 
pity. The cause must be injured by visiting the defects of the 
system upon individuals. Sir John Grant came new to the 
scene. He assumed the tone and temper of his associates on the 
bench; and when they died, the very feeling that he had to sup- 
port their opinions, to maintain the dignity of the Court on his 
own shoulders, was calculated to make him act in extreme. This 
I take to be the position in which he has been hitherto placed. 
If, iijtstead of confessing conscientious error, he places himself in 
opposition to the first law authorities in England, he will evidently 
be an impracticable man ; and the harmony between the Court in 
which he is a judge and the Government will demand his being 
removed. 

1 leave this fine climate in a few days for Bombay. I upturn 
to the Deccan, where I have some work ; after which I shall tra- 

verse during tlie cold weather the countries of Cutch, Kattywar, 
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and Baroda> when I return to Bombay, and prepare for my de- 
parture to England at the end of 1830. This is my present plan, 
which will not be altered unless* my health fails, or you express a 
wish for my return, to give aid in the approaching discussions 
about India; or unless, after you have vanquished the Brunswick 
clubs, you quarrel with your Jine-waisted friend Nicholas^ and want 
me to raise and hQ.^my frieyids the barbarians ofPersia against the 
half-civilised friends of the North ! 

I have written to Lord Ellenborough about a successor : he will 
show you what I have said. Itis with me a very anxious subject : 
for though I expect to do much, thk Presidency will,^^^^^^f^^ some 
years, require an able and experienced ruler. Mr. Jenkins, who 
will, probably, be among the candidates, tells me he has hopes you 
mean to make him a baronet. He has been very ill used, and, 
♦ though as much distinguished as any of us, he is the only unre- 
warded man {ox deeds done in 1817 and 1818 ! 

Though I refer to the events of that period with pleasure, I am 
satisfied that the victory I have now (through your prompt and 
noble support) obtained, though not so brilliant, is in its result 
more important thai\ twenty successful battles ! And believe me, 
you have done more on this occasion to elevate your fame, as 
associated with the permanent prosperity of this country, than 
you did (great as they were) by your military achievements in the 
glorious years of 1803 and 1804. 

You will judge, from knowing my sentiments, with what feelings 
I anticipate your success in giving peace to the country of your 
birth. What a consummation to yom labors, if you add, as I 
have no doubt you will, the settlement of this wondrous empire I 
You should cease from all other toil, except shooting pheasants ; 
and in that, at least, I hope to join you. 

Believe me, your Grace’s most sincerely, 

Jghe Maxcolm. 

The contest, at this time, was not at an end. It has 
been said that there was some delay in forwarding Sir 
James Dewar’s patent, and that Sir John Grant availed 
himself of the interval of independence to uphold with 
undiminished energy the pretensions of theiBench. I need 
not dwell upon the closing scenes of this painful struggle* 
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It is more pleasant to relate that, before the end of the 
j'-ear, the two Scotch kaights had ceased to stand aloof 
from each other. Mutual friends stepped in and encou- 
raged explanations which were satisfactory to both. Sir 
John Grant acknowledged, with a manly frankness which 
did him honor, that his most intimate friends in England 
thought that the letter he had written to Sir John Mai- 
colm was couched in more intemperate language than 
the circumstances of the case called for or Avarranted.* 
And Malcolm, on his part, declared, Avhat indeed he had 
said from the beginning, that so far from the letter of 
the GoA^ernment to Sir C. Chambers an4, Sir J. Grant 
being intended ■■ to convey pei'sonal offence,, it AAms the 
anxious desire of the Governor and his colleagues “to 
render it as respectful as possible, consistently with the 
plain expression of the information regarding the resolu- 
tions Avhich they deemed it their public duty to convey 
to his Majesty’s judges, and that the most remote idea of 
giving offence to them in their public or private capacity 
Avas never entertained.” The Avounds were, therefore, 
healed ; but it must be added that the scars remained ffw 
evermore. 

I gladly turn to other matters. This contest with tlie 
Supreme Court has necessarily formed a conspicuous 
feature in tlie narrative of Malcolm’s goAmrnment of 
Bombay ; but, after all, it Avas but an episode, and even 
Avhen in the very thickest of the conflict it did not occupy 

My letter to Sir Johu Malcolm,” have done so, and if I could have coii- 
he wrote to Colonel Smith, ‘■'^and his suited them at the time, I have 
ans^ver, I have communicated to four done so. My son writes me also that 
of my private and most intimate liriends lie thinks my letter had too much of 
in England, desirinj? their opinion of irritation in lie style of it. Ho\v, of 
my letter. My son lias communicated these matters others are better judges 
it to me. They wish I had not written than I. I did not mean to say anything' 
if, but liad subdued my private feel- in my letter that should give 
in^s, and treated tlie-matter as entirely my intention was to expresr olencc 
public. ^Tliis is their opinion —private offence, a§ I thought, justly 
js sufficient to convince me that I might taken.” ^ 


f. 


TOUE TO THE WESTWAKD. 541 

his mind to the exclusion of other subjects connected 
with his administration. He was continuallj^, indeed, ^ 
moving from point to point, visiting the outskirts of the 
Presidency and the Native States of Western India, and ‘ 
busying himself with affairs both of domestic and foreign 
. policy. Towards the end of the year: (1829) he em- 
barked on board the Enterprise steamer for Guzerat, 
anxious to visit the Court of the Guickowai’, and to 
investigate for himself the troubled politics of Baroda. 
From Baroda he proceeded to Hatty war, and thence to 
Gutch, the head-q:uarters of the Jarijah RajpooAs and 
the hotbed of “infanticide. There he assembled all the 
♦ mindsters and chiefs of the Principality, and eagerly ad - 
jiu’ed them to abandon this horrid custom, and to free 
themselves from a iieproach which cut them off from the 
sympathy of all civilised states. “ From the first of our 
connexion with Cutch,” he said, “its abolition has been 
a subject of nipst anxious solicitude. The Irope of effect- 
ing it was recognised as a motive for the alliance, and 
engagements have been entered into by Jarijah chiefs, 
which I fear have been little respected. I know the 
difficulty of persuading men to abandon this practice, 
however abhorrent to nature ; but, believe me, you will 
hazard by the continuance of infanticide the protection 
of the British Government; for the crime is held in such 
detestation in England that the nation Avill not be long 
reconciled to intimate friendship with a race of men by 
Avhom it continues to be perpetrated in direct breach of 
tlieir promises and engagements.” * v 

This tour to the westward Malcolm greatly enjoyed, 
lie was in excellent health; active as in the best days of 
his youth; as fond of sport, and as successful in the field 
as ever. “ We have had fine sport,” he wrote from 

■ . ■ ' ' ■ ■ . ■ ■ i . ' 

'^Malcolm^s Govemmeat of India’’ (1833), for whicli see also a» account 
of the politics of Baroda. . 
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Kattywar, on the 7tli of March. “ Thirty-one hogs slain 
in the last two days hy the spears of our party ; and I 
have had an opportunity of showing the boys that his 
honor’s dart is as sure and as deadly as the best of them.” 
“ I am just returned from Cutch,” he wrote to Mr. Clive, 
at the beginning of April, “ in high health, having, be- 
sides the inspection of our western frontier and the 
revision of estabhshments, had glorious hunting and 
shooting— - wild hogs, elks, deer, foxes, hares, black 
partridges, and g[uaLls, almost to a surfeit. It has been a 
great treat. I know not how I shall reconcile myself to 
your tame proceedings.” 

On the 2nd of April, Malcolm was again.at Bombay. 
“ I have finished,” he wrote, “ a most interesting tour of 
inspection of our western firontiers froin our most eastern 
station of Hursoolee to Bhooj.”* ‘'^My tour,” he said, 
in another letter, “has beeti, one of minute personal 
inspection into every department, and the^result will be, 
I trust, refonns that must produce considerable diminu- 
tion of expenditure. I could have effected little without 
personally visiting every station. It is by these visits 
alone that I have been enabled to direct economy to 
proper objects.” “ The six or seven months I have yet 

MalcCliii was very strongly of opi- vernor, wlieii lie visits tlie provinces, 
nion that these tonrs were of primal the head of the Government. The 
importance to the State : A Go- timid acquire confidence, pd the tur- 
vernor of Bombay,” he wrote, “ can- buleiit are checked by his presence, 
not, in my opinion, perform his duty .. . He sees and remedies abuses on 
without frequently visiting the pro- the spot, and judges in person of the 
vinees. These visits have been at- value of proposed improvements, it 
tended with considerable expense ; but is by such visits, also, that he can best 
no cost that can be incurred will bear determine onmeasures of economy, and 
any comparison to the benefit produced prevent useless expenditure in every 
by such circuits. They give life and department. The extraordinary ai 
animation to all classes; they are a vances made in almost every branch of 
cheek upon bad conduct, and an en- the Government by my predecessor, 
couragement to good. The natives of Mr. Elphinstone, are much to be im- 
India refer everything to persons, puted to his having passed so m«ich of 
TJiey are slow to i^derstand the ab- nis time in the pry^mces.”~[lf»iftf 
stract enoellence oT our system of of Nommher 
government. They ^ee in the Go- • 
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to stay,” he wrote to the Duke of Wellington, “ will be 
devoted to the winding up of my government, and I , 
shall leave this in a steam-vessel about the end of the 
year, and see you, I hope, in February, in as good, if not ’ 
better, health than when I left you.” “ I remain here 
four days,” he wrote from Bombay, on the 20th of April, 

“ to give my grand on the King’s birthday, and then 
to the hills, which I shall reach in little more than 
twenty-five hours, and change the thermometer twenty- 
five degrees. My labor continues incessant, and will to 
the last day of my stay.”* 

In the fine xool climate of the Mahabuleshwur hills 
Malcolm prosecuted his work in high health, and in good 
spirits engendered by the thought of his approaching 
return to England, f The new Commander- in-Chief, 
Sir Sydney Beckwith; the Chief Secretary; and nearly 
the whole of the Staffj were there also; so both in his 
public and his private relations he was well supported by 
his friends. In the natural charms of the place itself 
there was sufficient to exhilarate a man of Malcolm’s 
impressible nature. “ I must,” he wrote to Sir Walter 
Scott, on the 15th of May, “if not born an enthusiast, 
be rendered one by my present position. I write by the 
light of a window through which, from an elevation of 

* 111 this letter, to his banker, Sir yon have denied me even the open 
John Lubbock, Malcolm says: “If I compliment of a provisional appoint- 
paid one per cent, of the attention to ment. I should, however, thank yon, 
my private concerns that I have to the for it has extinguished every ember of 
imbnc, what a rich fellow I shoidd have ambition to remain in public employ ; 
beenP’ and I look to nothing but the emoy- 

f How eagerly he looked forward ment, for a few remaining years, "of my 
to his approaching emancipation, family and my country, I literally 
may he gathered from the following conntevery day that passes of my short 
passage m a letter written a few period of stay in India ; and yet my 
months before : You will be over- anxiety to place this Government upon 
whelmed with accounts from the a proper footing makes every day a 
muddy shores of the Hooghly.^ Good fight with one person or anotker; for 
God ! ■ wl at would I not liave given for men cannot bear the reform of rooted 
two years of open; direct, and uncom- usages, even whel they are andisjDen- 
promising rule in that papier. But 
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4700 feet, I liave a fine view of tiie sea— looking over 
what those, 3000 feet below, call high mountains. ^ The 
air in this hottest of our months is such as to give a 
spring to both body and soul, and were it not for my 
occupation and .absence from those I love, I could be 
content to dwell amid such scenes as those by which I 
am surrounded, for the remainder of my existence. But 
I am toiling from dawn to sunset to bring to a good finish 

the labors of my public life.” 

These labours were multiform — but it was, as I have 
said, a-n age of financial economy, and the necessity of 
continuing the work of retrenchment perpetually ob- 
truded itself upon him. “ I am proceeding,”- he wrote to - 
Lord Ellenborough, “ fast to a close of the revision and 
reduction of this establishment, and I pledge myself they 
will in the aggregate reach an amount that could not 
have been expected, and thalt ,they will be found of a 
character that will impair neither zeal nor efficiency in 
any material degree.” But his administrative efforts, far 
from being limited to these economical operations, had 
been directed towards a great variety of subjects. He 
thought much of the development of the resources of the 
country, and of the necessity of improving its lines of 
commupication. He was eager to give, by every means 
in his power, an impulse to cotton and silk cultivation ; 
and he did not, like his brother administrators in Bengal, 
conceive it to be a Avise economy to stop the scientific 
explorations or experiments which were likely either to 
reveal the hidden treasures of the earth, or to furnish the 
means of turning them to account. He Avisely discrimi- 
]iated betAveen productive and unproductive expenditure, 
and his system of economy was limited to the retrench- 
raent of the latter. The construction of ncAv, am^ the 
improvement k)f old roads, he held to be one ’’of his 
primary duties;, and he saw clearly that the immense ad- 
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vantages of telegrapliic communication folly warranted, 
even in the worst times, the trifling expenditure which it ^ 
involved. To the encouragement of Steam-communica- 
tion with England he gave himself hopefully and zeal- 
ously, and he did much in his day to remove the diffi- 
culties which seemed to obstruct the establishment of 
regular intercourse between the two countries. 

All these things now appear to be mere matters of 
course in the career of an Indian Governor ; but they 
were not so a quarter of a century ago, when Economy 
— or a phantom that simulated it — was sweeping., over 
all the material,improvements of the country, blighting 
^and mildewipg wherever it went; and even wise men 
doubted for a. time whether public works- of all kinds 
were not mere extravagant inutilities which it was the ^ 
duty of Government wholly to abandon in a time of 
financial pressure. It is something even in these days to 
open such a road as that of the Bhore Ghaut. In 1830, 
it was really a great event, and Malcolm may not unrea- 
sonably have been proud of the achievement. It was 
with no small delight that, early in November, 1830, 
after returning from his last provincial tour, he inaugu- 
rated the great work whose progress he had watched 
with so much interest. “ On the 10th of November,” he 
wrote, in his Farewell Minute, “I opened the Bhore 
Ghaut, which, though not quite completed, was suffi- 
ciently advanced to enable me to drive down with a 
party of gentlemen in several carriages. It is impossible 
for me to give a correct idea of this splendid work, 
which may be said to break down the wall between the 
Con can and the Deccan. It will give facility to com- 
merce, be the greatest of conveniences to troops and 
travellers, and lessen the expense of European and other 
articles to all who reside in the Deccan. Tfeis road will ' 
positively prove a creation of revenue.” , "* 
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It need scarcely be said that, during tMs period of his 
career, Sir John Malcolm wrote many elaborate minutes, 
and that his correspondence both with England and all 
parts of India was incessant. I can only afford to quote 
sparingly &om these public and private papers ; and there 
is less occa^on that I should do more, since there has been ^ 
placed before the world a complete account of Malcolm’s 
administration of Bombay, in a volume written by him- 
self, and largely illustrated with extracts from these 
documents. A few passages, however, from his corre- 
spondence may be given in this place, if only to illus- 
trate the earnestness with which he flung himself into Ms 
work : ' ' 

Redtjction oe Expexdituee.— [ 4?r27 12, 1828.]— - . . . . ' 
• «Let me he condemned to what punishment you like if I am 
found wanting in adopting every measure of true economy--it 
my labors are not incessant, ynd *I trust effectual, in reducing 
every necessary expense, and in improving ^very fair resource. 
But in pursuit ofthese objects I wilt neither arrest the progress of 
improvement, injure the interests of my country, or seek mputa- 
tion for myself at the expense of that of my successors. This is 
my creed. I want no urging to make me observe it; and none 

will make me depart from it I notice from the extract 

sent me from Leadenhall-street, that my predecessor is loaded 
with the odium of much of your embarrassment. I shall give 
myself early to this subject, and he shall have justice done 
him as far as rests with me. There has been great expenditure, 
but it has not been fruitless; and I will not derive the beneflt 
without acknowledging the hand from which it came. Poor 
Bombay wfll, I think, be proved to have been visited more 
harshly than she merited. My chief concern, however, is with 
the future ; and it shaU not be for want of the most minute in- 
formation, if we are hereafter condemned, on affair comparison 
with our neighbours both of Bengal and Madras.” 

{September 10, 1829.] — “ I have within the last month^ot nd 
" of useless establishments, which make a reduoticinof neMy 20 per 
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cent. I am now going through all our establishments, civil and 
military, myself. I either have visited, or shall visit during my 
remaining stay, every station; and it is from information on the 
spot alone that eiScient measures can be taken, or measures sug- 
gested which will excite the zealous, and compel the indolent to 
aid us in efforts of real economy 

l^Octohr 29, 1829.] — My line within my narrow circle has 
been taken very decidedly. You will, I have no doubt, hear of 
my being deemed in many cases very arbitrary, and the revisions 
and reforms I am determined to effect will be considered innova- 
tions, and I shall he called a disturber of established systems. 
Many individuals will complain, for there are many reductions. 
But, on the whole, I shall get through tolerably well; for as I 
never hesitate for a moment to bring all to their bearings who 
^ put up their horns against authority, I seek at the same time op- 
^ portunities of giving men praise.” 

^Vzm^mA,— [Ahmd/iiuggury July ZQ^ 1828.]— I wrote you 
about my Nuzzurana minute. Do hasten its return. Many 
anxious questions are lying over until we can act upon it. I shall 
not easily forgive yoir if you limit my efforts to introduce a mea- 
sure which I am positive, if well introduced^ will give revenue and 
strength to the Government. Mr. Nesbitt, who rules over all the 
Southern Mahratta country, writes me that throughout his lands 
it will be hailed as a blessing. Men vrill feel a confidence they 
have not at present in the continuance of their families, and for 
this they will pay with pleasure. Mr. Dunlop is now sanguine of 
its success, and the opinions of many who were against it in 1823 
are now completely changed. Listen not to general reasohers, or 
what we term here Sirearees, The former are always right on 
paper, and always wrong in act. The latter hate all rights but. 
that of collecting aU that every poor devil can pay, and are™ 
startled at the thought of any man being out of the Teach of their 
crop-brooms. But we do not want your approbation; we only 
want your permission, and should not have embarrassed you or 
created delay by a reference, had not a change been proposed in. 
ihe actual condition of the Jagheerdars from that directed by you 
several years ago ” . . ... 

[^Navember 14, 1829.] — 1 am at issue with the Supreme Go^ 
vernment on a subject of much importance wHoB. has hecib re- 
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■ferred to England.* The immediate question is Nuzzurana, or 
a fine on succession (like our copyhold), and_ by my plan this 
decreases or increases, in conformity with Indian usage, like oiir 
legacy duty, according to the proximity or remoteness of the heir 
to the deceased. Adoptions, which are universally recognised as 
legal among Hindoos, are not a strict right (any more than direct 
heirs) where grants of land are for service, as to your friends the 
Puttuwardars, Appa Dessye, &c. ; but we have received the sub- 
mission of the Jagheerdars, confirmed their estates, honored them, 
and have continued to do so by treating them as princes. But 
while a few have been permitted to adopt, others are denied the 
privilege; and while we declare their direct heirs are entitled to 
succeed, we lie in wait (I can call it nothing else) to seize their 
■fine estates on failure of heirs, throwing them and their adherents 
and the country into a state of doubt and distfaction. These” 
families should either never have been placed in possession of these 
•countries, or never been removed from them. It expediency and 
troubled times dictated the first measure, lihe good of the country 
;and policy required us to abandon the second. The Bengal Go- 
vernment, influenced by, if not composed of,^ men bred in Calcutta, 
take a mere flscal view of the subject, and believe, I imagine, our 
chiefs and Jagheerdars to be like the Baboos and Bengal Zemin- 
dars; but the local part of the question is trifling in comprlson 
with its importance as one of state policy, connected as it is with 
our recently established privileged orders of the Deccan ; it gives 
the fairest hope I have ever seen of forming a native aristocracy 
worthy of the name, reconciled, if not attached, to our govern- 
ment.”’ 

Abolition op the Military Board. — {Bomlay, October 13, 
•1829.]— “I wrote you before my opinion regarding the Military 
.Board. It was quite impossible for me to carry my reforms to the 
■■ ■extent necessary, and which economy and efficiency alike required, 
without suspending the functions of this torpid and unwieldy 

means of check and control I met with no obstacles ; if 

I had, I was quite prepared to enter most fully upon the sub- 
, ject, and to show what delays, what absurdities, what increase o^ 
■vouchers with diminution of real checks has resulted from this 

• The decisioiof the Court of Directors was uufavor^le to th^scheme. 


THE JFABB WELL MIHUTE. 


5 m 


dull routine macliine, wHch was so constructed, that the casual 
eiForts of a zealous and able individual member were likely from 
many causes to do as much harm as good. ..... I will further 
prove, if late proceedings have not satisfied you, that it was as 
much, from its constitution, a screen as a check to abuses— but give 
me fair play, and judge by the results. I must be conscientious in 
these reforms, for I abolish the best appointments in the service, 
and, God knows, I have enough of expecting and disappointed 
friends. But this is no time for child’s play. Your finances re- 
quire relief, which is not to be given by any half-measures.” 

Steam NA\aG^ATiON.— 10, 1830.]— do hope this- 
steam navigation will be pushed through. It will make a revo- 
lution in many matters to great advantage. Though I cannot 
understand that a scheme upon the scale Mr. T--t — proposes will 
♦answer at present, one of a more moderate nature could not fail f 
and I must tliink that individual enterprise will do more in such 
a case than Government ever can. But should the jealousy of 
your Post-office in England regarding the Mediterranean, or the 
desire to keep the Red Sea navigation under our own control, lay 
a cold hand upon the^projects of individuals, let us be supported, 
in our efforts to maintain this intercourse in an. efficient manner.” 

As the cold weather of 1830 approached, the period 
which Malcolm had fixed for his departure from India, 
drew near, and he began to busy himself with the neces- 
sary preparations. Lord Clare had been appointed his 
successor, and happy indeed was the retiring Governor 
in the thought that he Would soon hand over the reins 
of government, and with them all its cares and vexations, 
to another. His last official labor was the composition 
of a gigantic Farewell Minute, in which he reviewed all 
the measures of his administration. It has been laid. 
before the public in more than one printed shape, and 
^ need not be reproduced here.’^ It was not in the cir- 
cumstances of the tinms that Malcolm’s administration of 

See Appendix Report of Gobi- tieal),1832 ; and Aj^endix to Sir Jolm'’' 
mittee of House of Commons (Poli- Malcolm’s Government of IndiS. 


550 THE BOMBAY GOVEENMENT. 

Bombay should be a brilliant administration. It was 
permitted only that it should be an useful one. And 
that it was so he had an assured conviction. He had 
labored, though at the age of threescore, with the same 
unabating activity that had distinguished his early efforts 
in the public service; the same energy, the same courage, 
the same integrity, the same steady persistence iu right 
through evil report and good report, characterised all his 
proceedings; but no man knew better than Malcolm him- 
self how small a place in history is made for the best acts 
of the-peaceful administrator, in proportion to that which 
is reserved for the achievements of the diplomatist and 
the soldier. ' , .. 

If Malcolm’s government of Bombay had been what 
is generally understood as a “ popular” one, it would 
have been little less than a marvel. A “ popular” go- 
vernor is a governor who pleases the European com- 
munity of the settlement — a community mainly composed 
of the members of the public service. It is little to say 
that with the public services Lord William Bentinck was 
not “popular” — ^he was absolutely detested by them. 
The same odious. work of retrenchment which, in the 
discharge of his delegated duty, he had carried out in 
defiance of popular clamor in Bengal, Malcolm had super- 
intended in Bombay. It is true that neither Bentinck nor 
Malcolm was more than the instrument of a necessary 
economy decreed by the Home Government ; but a man 
who suddenly finds himself poorer by a few hundreds a 
yeaa-, or sees the road to lucrative promotion blocked up 
before him, is not in the best possible frame of mind to 
draw nice distinctions between the authority that directs, 
and the agency which inflicts, the penalty. The odium,*' 
in such cases, is too likely to descend upon the Governor 
who gives eSect to the instructions which he feceives 
from ‘’the highpr powers at honja.; and it requires no 
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coromoE tact to escape the vicarious punishment. If any 
triau could escape, it was Sir John Malcolm, and I believe 
the kindness of heart -which moved him by personal 
explanations to soften the pain and annoyance -which 
he was compelled mirdsterially to inflict, carried him 
through the perilous ordeal without making for himself 
any enemies. 

There were some who, considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, doubted the possibility of this. And 
when Malcolm’s friends proposed to raise a subscription 
for the purpose of erecting a statue in his honor, Sh Lio- 
nel Smith, who,,doubtless, had Malcolm’s interest and good 
, fame at heart, besought him to arrest what he thought 
so injudicious a movement. The old soldier alleged that 
the Governor, who at such a time persevered in the course 
of duty without favor or affection, must have made many 
enemies, who would rej oice in the failure of such a scheme, 
and that it way not in the nature of things that there 
should be any other result than failure. But there were 
friends of Sir John Malcolm who believed that there was 
sufficient good sense and good feeling in the Presidency to 
secure a worthy response to the proposal to do honor to 
such a man at the close of so illustrious a career of public 
service ; and the noble marble statue by Chantrey which 
now adorns the Town Hall of Bombay, is a monument 
of the soundness of their judgment. 

Nor was this the only parting honor that was ren- 
dered to Sir John Malcolm. Addresses were presented 
to him by all classes of the community: by the natives, 
of whom he had ever been the large-minded and ca- 
tholic-spirited friend 5 by the* Eurasians, or people of 
"mixed race, whose condition he had striven to devate' 
and improve; by the English residents, who could ap- 
preciate his -many fine qualities and egtimate at its 
proper worth his half;century of distinguished service; 
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by the Asiatic Society, tbe members of wbicli -were eager 
to express tbeir sense of bis high “ literary qualifications, 
bis constant and sedulous devotion to tbe cultivation of 
literature, and to tbe promotion of true knowledge, and 
tbe removing of error;” and by tbe Cbristian Mission- 
aries, wbo bore public testimony to tbe “ facilities wbicb 
be bad granted for tbe preaching of tbe Gospel in all 
parts of tbe Bombay territories, bis honorable exertions 
in the abolition of Suttees, and to the kind manner in 
wbicb he bad countenanced Christian education.” He 
didngt lay down the reins of office without the utterance 
by all classes of expressions of sincere regret at bis de- 
parture, and many earnest prayers for bis continued hap- r 
piness and prosperity. 

He bad now done bis work in India ; and he might 
well be content with such a career. But be bad not 
achieved all that be bad desirpd: he bad aimed at the 
Governor-Generalship, "and he bad fallen short of tbe 
mark. It was a noble ambition^; and nobly was it pro- 
secuted. 

We get SO uear'-'SO very, very near. 

’Tis an old tale-—Jove strikes the Titans down, 

Not when they set about their mountain-piling, 

But when another rock would crown their woS. 

Great as is this truth, the lesson to be derived from 
tbe contemplation of such a career as Sir John Mal- 
colm’s is not that wbicb tbe poet would inculcate. We 
are to be instructed by the Much accomplished, not by 
tbe Little unattained. He had gone out to India as a 
cadijt of infantry at the age of thirteen, with no better 
prospect of promotion than lies before any other scantily- 
educated boy wbo leaves bis paternal homestead to make 
his way as best be can for himself amidst thousands of 
competitors on a vast theatre of action; and he left^tbe 
country of bis^^doption, having attained, if jjot its highest 
place,'' tbe highest ever attained ^by one wbo set out 
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from the same startmg-point. Only one cadet of the 
Company’s army had ever before earned for himself so ** 
prominent a position. But every youth who now swears , 
at the India House to be faithful to the Company, will 
see, in this story of Malcohn’s hfe, what he may live to 
• accomplish. • 


I 

i 



CHAPTER XIV. 


THE END. 

c- ■ ■ ♦ ■ ■ 

[ 1831 — 1833 .] 

BEPARTXJEE PROM IRDIA— JOTJRlSrEY THROUGH EGYPT “-MEETING WITH LORE 
CLARE— MEHEMET ALI— ERGLARD—PARLIAIIENT— THE REPORM BILL — CAN- 
VASS POR BUMPEIES-SHIRE— MEETING WITH COBBETT— THE INDIA CHARTER 
--•THE lAST BAYS OP SIR JOHN mLCOLM-'-DEATH^ 

On the 5th of December, 18'80, Sir John Malcolm 
turned his back upon India for the last time. He was 
accompanied by Major Burrows, Captain Graham, Dr. 
Murray, and his son, George Malcolm — aU members of 
his Staff. Embarking on board the Company’s steamer 
Hugh H/ndsay, they made for Cosseir, as Malcolm had 
done nearly ten years before. The first part of the 
homeward voyage presented few incidents worthy of 
notice. They touched at Maculla and at Judda, and 
reached Cosseir on the 27th of December-— “ making 
twenty-two days and some hours from Bombay, of which 
they had spent nearly six at Maculla and Judda — an 
average of seyen miles an hour from Bombay.” “A 
pleasanter voyage,” said Malcolm, “ never was made.” 

At early morning on the 28th they quitted Cosseir, 
and soon met^Lord Clare and his party, who had been 
detained for sojne weeks in Egyp.t^ owing to the non- 
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arrival of tlie steamer wHch. was to convey them to 
Bombay. The new Governor was in no very compla- 
cent state of mind. He had expected to find ike Sugh 
Imdsay ikt Gosseir on the 1st of December— “ tahing 
it for granted,” wrote Malcolm in his journal, “ that 
steam-vessels between Bombay and Gosseir were as 
easily to be had, if an order were given, as between 
Dover and Galais.” He was greatly disturbed and 
irritated by the detention, and in no frame of mind 
to make allowances for unavoidable delay, or to bear 
his disappointment with becoming philosophy. He met 
Malcolm, therefore, with a cold and stately reserve al- 
t most bordering upon insolence. He had previously 
written letters both to the captain of the steamer and to 
Sir Johuj couched in language which, as the latter said, 
“ wholly divested him of all right to those explanations 
which might have satisfied: him that the delay had been 
unavoidable.” • 

But Malcolm’s good temper and good sense bore him 
safely through the unexpected difficulty. He would fain 
have met his successor with a cordial grasp of the hand, 
a word of cheerful congratulation, and an expression of 
regret at the thought of the disappointment which the 
new GoveriSIff^ i|d sustained. But as all such private 
demonstrations were rendered impossible by the conduct 
of the Governor elect, Malcolm presented himself to 
Lord Glare only in his public capacity, and limited his 
communications to public affairs. So far the interview 
between the old and the new Governor was satisfactory. 
It lasted for five hours, in the course of which Malcolm 
entered fuUy into all the details of local .administration 
regarding which it was desirable that Lord Glare should 
be amply informed, not hesitating to make the most confi- 
dential cominunications to, his Lordship, and leaving in 
his hands every docrgient that was likely to be of .use 


to him. I pass over thus lightly the circumstances of a 
collision which might have had other results. “ We 
were neither at the time public men,” wrote Malcolm in 
his journal, “ and had his Irish blood risen a little higher, 
we might have fought in the desert without reference to 
what was due to a station which I had resigned, and 
which he cannot occupy until he reaches Bombay.” 

Malcolm was not sorry, we may be sure, to push on 
across the desert, homeward-bound, and to leave his suc- 
cessor to make his way to Bombay. There was honor 
in stO]r3 for Sir John at Cairo, where Mehemet Ali again 
received him as^ a distinguished guest, and was eager to 
converse with him, as he had been nine years before. 
The Pacha sent one of his generals with a state-boat to 
meet him, and, on landing at Cairo, ]?is Highness’s inter- 
preter conducted him to >the “ magnificent new palace 
of the Dufterdar Pacha, the ^on-in-law of Mehemet 
Ali.” “ The Pacha.’s Turkish servanta",” 'v^rote Malcolm, 
“ were in attendance, and a com;^lete set of Maltese and 
Alexandrian servants, with a French cook, were hired to 
entertain us in the European manner. The plate and china 
were alike elegant. Every rarity the country produced, or 
that could be purchased, was in abundance. The wines — 
Sherry, Claret, Madeira, and Burgundy — were of the best. 
We were also served with abundance of Tokay, lately 
received in a present from the Emperor of Austria, and 
Johannisberg from Metternich. Eight of the Pacha’s 
riding-horses, richly caparisoned, were always in attend- 
ance, and his favorite grey Arabian was allotted for my 
riding. A band of music, about fifty in number, richly 
clothed in scarlet embroidered with gold, were in con- 
stant attendance.” 

Here Malcolm received visits from all the principal 
(Officers of the Egyptian Government. The Minister of 
War, attended, by the general officers and the staff of 
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the army, waited upon him at his palace. The Pacha 
received him, at a public audience, standing, with the 
highest ceremonial marks of respect; and afterwards in- 
vited him to a private conference. There the prospects- 
of the Ottoman Empire, the general state of Europe, and 
the policy of the different governments, especially as 
affecting the integrity of the Turkish Empire, were again 
discussed between them. But the conversation soon 
took a less general shape. The wily Pacha had obj ects of 
his own to further, and he was anxious to ascertain from 
Malcolm how far he might indulge hopes of obtaining 
his ends. It was necessary to tread cautiously in such a 
case ; but it^ was not the less apparent that the thought 
uppermost in Mehemet Ali’s mind was the possibility of 
England recognising Egypt as a substantive state. He 
dwelt upon the vas2 importance to England of having a 
friendly power between Europe and India; he spoke of 
the improvement, of Egypt, of the reforms which had 
been introducSd, all of, which rendered more secure the 
communication with India; he hinted at the certainty of 
the fall of the Turkish Empire in Europe, and the expe- 
diency of England securing herself against any evil conse- 
quences that might arise, in that part of the world, from 
the extended dominion of Eussia. He professed not to 
desire to cast off his allegiance to the Sultan, but it was 
very plain that he was feeling his way towards some 
assurance that England would be Avilling to recognise a 
larger independence than that which he then enjoyed. 
Malcolm had no power or authority to offer any such 
assurance, and he was not a man to raise hopes of un- 
certain realisation. AH, therefore, he could say was, 
that so long as Mehemet Ali continued frfendly to Great 
Britain, there was very little chance of our ever taking 
part against him. 

Having received, as a mark of the Pacta’s frieudship, 
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a Tiandsome diamond snuff-box from bis Higliness, and 
made certain rich presents in return, Malcolm and his 
companions took boat for Alexandria, where, on the 
" 52nd of January, 1831, they embarked on board his Ma- 
jesty’s frigate the Blonde, then commanded by Captain 
(now Lord) Lyons. “We arrived,” wrote Malcolm in 
his journal, “at Malta on the 2nd of February, after a 
rather stormy passage, in this fine ship, where alt was 
good order and good temper, owing chiefly to her excel- 
lent commander. Captain Lyons, in whose society we 
passe(|. our time as agreeably as is possible at sea.” At 
Malta they found the Jfhfeor steamer on the point of 
sailing for En^and ; and, in spite of certaiq difficulties, 
partly on the score of deficient accommodation and partly 
on the score of quarantine, they obtained a passage on 
board of her, and were consoled fof all personal incon- 
veniences by the thought oLa speedy arrival at home. 
At Gibraltar, where they arrived on the 12 th of February, 
they were unexpectedly put inta quarantine ; but out of 
this they emerged, after some correspondence with the 
Governor, Sir G. Don, and then commenced the last 
stage homeward. - 

Before the end of February, Malcolm was again in 
England — again in the dear society of his wife and 
daughters. His reception by men in authority and by 
society at large was all that he could have desired. His 
old friends hastened to greet him, and many eminent men, 
before unknown to him, sought his acquaintance. There 
were visitors always at his door, and cards of invitation 
always on his table. Perhaps th i s rekindled Ms am- 
bition. For though now at the age of sixty-two, he 
could not persuade liimself that the time had come for a .. 
total withdrawal from public fife. He beheved that he 
might yet be •useful to his country on a new scene of 
action; so he 'l^egan at once" to brace himself up for a 
parliamentary career. " * 
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Those were the last days of the unreformed House of 
Commons. There was no need to canvass a large con- 
stituency, and to enter into the turmoil of a popular 
election, if you happened to have an influential frien^ 
with a close borough in his gift. Sir John Malcolm had 
such a friend in the Duke of Northumberland, and ar- 
rangements were speedily made to return him for the 
borough of Launceston, in Cornwall. 

Malcolm had all his life been a Tory. I do not mean 
by this that he had very closely watched the struggle of 
parties in England, or taken any very great interest in 
its vicissitudes, but that he had in very early youth im- 
bibed a horror of what were then called- the “principles 
of the French Eevolution,” but which would more cor- 
rectly have been described as its practice; and that he 
had ever associated the idea of constitutional changes 
with the anarchy and confusion of that tumultuous 
era. Many accidental circumstances tended to foster the 
growth of these Conservative opinions— not the least of 
which was his lifelong admiration of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, in whom he recognised a leader to be followed as 
safely in politics as in war. Loyal to the heart’s core in 
defence of the Crown and the Constitution, he believed 
that both were threatened by the attempts then being 
made to render the House of Commons a mere-popular 
assembly. He believed that the excitement'' in the 
public mind, engendered by vague ideas of impossible 
advantages to be conferred upon the many by the limi- 
tation of the power of the few, was fast hurrying the 
people into revolution— and that the reform of the House 
of Commons would be only the prelude to great organic 
changes which would end in the. ruin of the constitution. 
Many great and wise men conscientiously believed this. 
The excitement was, doubtless, very great ; and there 
were mob-lelders eager t& increase it b^^ inflammatory 


appeals to uneducated and ignorant men. But tlie 
stronghold of these orators was in the opposition of the 
Tories ; and Malcolm and his friends did not perceive 
that if the people were hurrying into revolution, it was 
mainly because they were treated as revolutionists when 
they sought only reasonable reform. 

But although upon this subject of Keform Sir John 
Malcolm entertained, very strong opinions, and as the 
excitement attending the discussion of the great question 
increased, flung himself into the contest with charac- 
teristic earnestness, it was not with any primary wish of 
taking an active part in the strife of English politics that 
he coveted a seat in Parhament. Wheh Malcolm re- 
turned to England, the charter of the East Tndia Com- 
pany was approaching the close of its legalised term of 
existence. The remaining privileges of the Company were 
threatened. There was the certainty of a vehement effort 
being made to destroy the last remnant of the monopoly 
which the merchants of Leadenhall-street had enjoyed — 
perhaps even to transfer the government of India to the 
Crown. At such a time it was of the highest import- 
ance that there should be some men of Indian ante- 
cedents, experience, and knowledge, in the House of 
Commons j and it was mainly with the intention of 
taking -nn active part in the discussions which were 
about to arise on the affairs of the East India Company, 
thatj under the auspices of his ducal fiiend, he now took 
his seat in the House. Small chance, however, was 
there, in that year 1831, of the affairs of our Indian 
Empire meeting with much consideration from a Parlia- 
ment bent on reforming itself. Malcolm’s first promi- 
nent appearance was, therefore, in the character of an 
opponent of Eeform, This was altogether a misfortune. 
A man who has spent the greater part of his Jifo in 
India ^ay make for himself, at the close of his career, a 
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respectable position in the House of Commons, but only 
by confining Ms discourses almost entirely to Indian 
ajfeiirs. There is no assembly in the world, in which 
a special practical knowledge of any important sub-^ 
ject is more respected than in the British Parlia- 
ment — none in which a man who speaks, because he 
has a special vocation to speak on a certain theme, 
is more secure of being listened to with attention. 
But as soon as the member so qualified travels out 
of his speciality, and without parliamentary training 
and experience takes part in ’debates relating to affairs 
on which he l^as no particular vocation to speak, he 
c loses the influence which he would otherwise acquire, 
and, perhaps, is not listened to even when he has a 
right to be heard. Sir John Malcolm would have been 
listened to, with the" greatest possible attention, and his 
words would have influenced the opinions of his auditors, 
on any question of Indian government; but it was his 
misfortune to commence his Parliamentary career not 
only as an opponent of the Eeform Bill, but as a repre- 
sentative of one of those very boroughs which it was 
proposed to disfranchise. His first efforts as a public 
speaker were, unfortunately, made in defence of close 
boroughs in general, and the borough of Launceston in 
particular. The very best use, to which such boroughs 
could be put, was the introduction to Parliament of men 
like Malcolm, whose antecedents prevented them from 
acquiring local interest through the ordinary means of 
property and residence in a certain place, and association 
with a certain people. It was, doubtless, desirable, espe- 
cially in that juncture, that such men should sit in Par- 
liament, and it was better that a seat should be obtained 
through the influence of one than by the corruption of 
many. -Malcolm believed that the Eeform^ill would be; 
injurious to Lidia, because, whilst it did not propose to 
'VOL. ii. ' 2 0 ^ 


give tlie privilege of representation to the colonies and 
dependencies of Great Britain, it closed against those 
who aspired to represent their interests the door of 
•easiest, access to the Indian or colonial stranger. Upon 
this ground his opposition to the Bill would have been 
only in harmony with his position as the representative 
of Indian interests in the House of Commons; but as a 
freepuent speaher and writer on the general (Question of 
Parliamentary Keform, and as the representative of the 
doomed borough of Launceston, battling for the pre- 
serva^.on of its franchise, I cannot but think that he was 
out of place; and that when he consente^, on his return 
to England, to" become the nominee of tlie Duke of ^ 
Northumberland, he committed the greatest mistake of 
his life. 

Hearty, thorough, and in a large' way, as was every- 
thing he did, was Malcolm’s opposition to Eeform. He 
seems, in the spring and summer of 18 ^ 1 , to have thought 
of little else but the one great topic of public discourse. 
His letters are full of it. A few extracts will suffice to 
show the earnestness with which he flung himself into 
the contest-: 

April 15, 1831. — “I have just come into Parliament for the 
horougk of Launceston, in Corn-wall. It is a corporation which , 
the present sweeping Pill would, if it passed, disfranchise : ' hut I 
trust in God it will not. For this Goddess Reform, in the shape 
her votaries have given her, is twin-sister to the Goddess of 
Reason, who troubled Europe forty years ago, and has reappeared 
to vex the world with changes. I have taken, a delightful house 
for my family on 'Wimbledon Common, seven miles from town, 
where my duties in Parliament will not prevent my being conti- 
nually with them all. It is rather small, but that is its only fault.” ^ 

April 25, 1831.—“ I am no enemy, as you may suppose, to" 

' ^ Tlie Eeform Itowever, only ^lament. Sir Kei^ry Hardinge repre- 
deprivS Launceston of ooie^ of its-. senteA the borougli, for many years., 
members. It still ijtums onC to Par- ^ ^ 
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Reform ; but that, to be safe, should be very inoderate and very 
gradual. Time^ we are told, is an innovator. This is true ; but 
he is an old and a slow man. If we march with him, we are safe ; 
but if we outstrip him, we rush upon daiigerif not upon ruin. 
not satisfied with the proud and glorious position in which our 
country stands — -if discontented because there is partial distress, 
though less, comparatively, than any nation' ever knew — if, in the 
vanity of our knowledge, wc cast away all the benefits and bless- 
ing's which have descended from our forefathers— -if that reverence 
for established order, that regard tO' vested rights, that reluctance 
to lay a rude and unhallowed hand upon the venerable fabric of 
our constitution prevails, all those conservative principles which 
have IntliertoJ)ound us together will be abandoned, and new ties 
and a new order of things must be established, ~;I deprecate such 
^ sweeping clemciition. I expect nothing from such destruction, ex- 
cept that it will be long remembered as an awful instance of the 
truth of that sacred text which says, ^ God maketh the wisdom of 

men folly.’ The consequences my experience leads mo to 

anticipate may not be immediate, but they are, in my mind, 
certain; and the option appears to be between our fighting the 
battle or leaving n sad inheritance of a deteriorated and broken 
constitution to our children. My practical education makes me 
an unbeliever in these new political lights. I cannot think that 
the mantle of Francis Bacon has descended upon Jeremy Bcntliam. 
I w’otild not consult men in a fever on their own case.” .... 

send you copies of my speech, as taken 

from the Mirror of Parliament It was well received and 

cheered by the House. I shall, however, speak seldom, reserving 
myself for Indian affairs. But these, like everything else, if 
Reform, in its present shape, continue, will be carried by petitions 
from men who want something but they know not what — by 
mobs of meetings. By the blessing of God, however, a stout 
stand will be made for the rich inheritance of the constitution 
which our fathers have transmitted to us, and which, with all its 
defects, is the best in the known world. 1 shall never forget our 
, 1 'evercd father when this rage for change was al)^road thirty-six 
years ago. ^ I was well,’ he said, quoting an old Greek proverb — 
^I desired to be better; I took physic~and Tdled.’ I have 
his warni blood k my veins, and I will do my Gest to steiji the 
torrent.” , 

2o2 ■ 
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Augusts, 183].»-“Iam fighting the revolutionary battle. All 
Europe is about to fight, and he must be a sage indeed who can 
foresee the result of the next four years. The evil in this country 
lies deep. The whole of the lower and numbers of the middle 
*hlasses have been sedulously taught to regard their superiors not 
only with envy but hostility, as men that sleep and fatten on their 
labor and hard earnings. Knowledge without rehgion or prin- „ 
ciple has been universally disseminated, and the desire to better 
* their condition through chance of spoliation excited. The design- 
ing, who seek change, and the ignorant, who are deceived by 
them, are active and loud, whilst those who desire the trancLuillity 
of the country are hitherto silent and inert. But the period has 
eome when they must be roused, or England will change her cha- 
racter as well as her constitution.” " 

He wrote this to his brother, Sir Charles Malcolm, who „ 
was then Superintendent of Marine at Bombay. The 
season was far advanced, but Parliament was still sitting 

^there was still much worlsf to be done, and Malcolm 

was not a man to spare himself at silch.a time. Lady 
Malcolm had then gone to Fratfce to join her daughter, 

Ladv Campbell, who was in bad health ; and he had few, 
if any, of those fortunate domestic distractions, which do 
so much to keep a man of Malcolm’s temperament from 
over-exerting himself, to moderate his labors : 

..... “I am alone,” he added, ‘‘working sometimes fifteen 
. hours a day, and always eight or ten. I hope it wifi soon be over. 
India and its services are threatened by prejudice, ignorance, and 
the attacks of bodies of men deeply interested in change. The 
‘Directors are in a divided state, and the Board of Control new and 
'-inetficient. These circumstances keep me at a post which I should 
•otherwise desert ; and I have no credit, I believe, with the great 
proportion of Ipdians in England, for they are either indifferent, 
or discontented in a degree that makes them half Radicals. There' 
are exceptions, but I have described the majority. As to your 
affairs at Bomb|y, your judges, your petitions from natiwes," your 
slave '’'(Questions, nobody cares one farthing. There is not the 
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smallest borougliin England tliat has been disfranchised or enfran- 
chised that does not excite more interest, and occupy more of the 
public mind, than our whole empire of India. You will naturally 
ask what makes me continue at the oar under such circumstance^ 
—haye I objects of ambition at home or abroad? I answer, No, 

I desire to retire and to complete much useful work, and to take 
care of my health ; but having begun by filling a certain place in 
public estimation, and believing that one year more will decide 
the fate of India, I have hitherto refused to listen to the entreaties 
of my good lady and others, and mean, unless I break down, to 
go through with the work im which I have perhaps imprudently 
engaged.”' 

^ ■ ff . ... 

It "vvas about this time that Malcolm •wrote and pub- 
lished a small pamphlet, in the shape of a Letter to a Friend 
in India, on the subject of Parliamentary Eeform. Most 
men are guilty of pamphleteerhag at some time or other 
of their lives. Malcolm’s pamphlet, written with all the 
earnestness of his nature, slxowed how little capable he 
was of managing successfully anything like a trick. The 
machinery of the affair failed altogether, for want of suffi- 
cient artifice to regulate it. Full of the subject itself, he 
had blundered over the accessories. This the Duke of 
Wellington, to whom he had sent a copy, pointed out to 
him in the following characteristic letter : 

THE ntJKE OE WBLEIKOTON TO SiK JOHN MALCOLM. 

Walmer Castle, June 5, 1832. 

My BEAE Malcolm,— I don’t return your pamphlet, as I con- 
clude tliatyouliave other copies of it. I have perused it, and think 
it contains a very just and able view of the question of Reform,, 
and one of which the publication, at the period of the meeting of 
Parliament, might be useful; if people will read anything. You 
are accustomed to publishing your writings, otlieFwise I should ex- 
claim, O that mine enemy would but write a book ! ” 

But I have one observation to make, to which you must attend. 
Your letter is to. a friend in In4!a, whose letter ^ you, of course 
from India, you quote, a^i^ writes as if he not only kndw that 


we were become Reform imd ill the las months, but 

as if he had seen the Bilh The first we heard of Reform was on 
the 26th of Oetpber, 1830, and that was very little. On the 2Qth 
^of November;, 1830? the Minister^ Lord Grey's pledged himself to 
moderate Reform. 

You could scarcely, on the 26th of May, have received your 
friend’s observations on the discussions of October and November. 
The Bill was not broxight into Parliament and printed till the 3rd 
of March. Your friend in India and you must have corresponded 
by balloon if he could have written to you after the publication of 
the Bill, and you could have received and answered his letter by 
the 26th of May. This is criticism upon an accessory only; but 
the point req^uires attention. 

In respect to ,the observations which the pamphlet contains 
about me, the truth is, that my declaration was not uttered, and 
was not published at the time, as it is now stated ; nor did it pro- 
duce the effect which the Reformers now Rilnh proper to attribute 
to it. After saying what I thought of the working of the British 
constitution, I said that I had never heard of any plan of Par- 
liamentary Reform, that was practicable or ^hat would not prove 
ruinous to the best interests of the^ country, '"that would give 
satisfaction,” and that, long as I was in office, I could not 
support, but should consider it my duty to oppose, any plan of 
Reform” 

It is very convenient to say that this declaration broke down 
my Government. That is not true. My Government was broken 
down by the Roman Catholic question. The Tories separated 
from me, and it is useless here to recite the circumstances which 
prevented their reunion. The Whigs, and Radicals, and Canniiigites 
would not support us, and combined with the Tories against iis 
in order to break us down. They succeeded upon a question af- 
fecting the Civil List, which had nothing to say to Reform. The 
proef that I am right upon this point is, that in the list of the 
division upon the second reading ol he Reform Bill, there are no 
less than forty-six members against the Bill, who voted in the 
majority against my Government on the 14th of November. If 
the question had referred to Reform, I should have had these with 
me, and I should have had a majority of fifty upon the Y!ivil 
List. ^ . . . ■ 


INDIA AND THE BEFOBH BILL. 


667 


I doE^t wish you to alter your paragrapli upon this part of the 
suhject ; but I have thought it as well, as I was writing upon it, to 
let you know the real truth. 

Believe me, yours ever truly, 

Wellington. 

Oil the 19tli of September, Sir John Malcolm spoke/ 
in the House of Commons, at considerable length, on the 
third reading of the Reform Bill. Tins was unquestion- 
ably the best of his speeches, ikfter an exordium on the 
general subject of Parliamentary Reform, and some ex- 
planations of the course he had taken in opposing the 
Bill, he spoke of its probable effects on the destinies of 
India, and suggested the expediency of giving that great 
country the benefit of representation in the Parliament 
of Great Britain : 

“ The Noble Lord,” he saidf the member for Yorkshire (Lord 
Morpeth), has said liliat this Bill has one remarkable feature — that 
it provides well Tor the representation of all the large and leading 
interests of the country. Now, I deny that fact. There is not a 
larger or a more leading interest connected with this country, 
than that of the great empire of India, and yet this Bill does not 
provide for its representation by one single individual competent 
to the task. However, I do not now wish to press the subject of 
Indian representation in such a manfner as to assume the appear- 
ance of an attack upon this Bill. My only object, m coming 
forward on this occasion, is to discharge the duty which I feel I 
owe, not only to the large body of people with whom I have been 
so long connected in our Eastern dominions, but of my country ; 
for in advocating the interests of India, I advocate many of the 
largest and most substantial interests of England, In order to 
obtain aid in the protection of these interests, I must say, that if 
this Bill should pass into a law, a measure mus| hereafter be pro- 
posed for the purpose of giving to this House some members who 
are competent to give it information, opinions, and aid, on all 
subjcc4s connected with India. I am, Sir, one of those anti-reform 
members wholiave been alluded to as supporting the proposition 


of the Honourable Member for Middlesex (Mr. Hume), for glvino- 
representatives to the colonies; but although I Concurred with 
him in the principle of his motion, I differed entirely from him 
(so far as our Eastern possessions were concerned) with respect to 
*lts details. India cannot be classified with the colonies,— it has 
not one feature in common with them, — it is a subject empire,— 
it stands alone; audits unequalled extent, wealth, and population, 
demand for it the most serious, and the most careful consideration 
on its own distinct grounds. Viewing the character and condition 
of this empire as I do, I consider it impossible that a constituent 
body can, in any shape whatever, be formed,— at least within any 
probable period of time,— to return members to this House; and 
principally for this reason, that its population have not freedom, 
nor are they yet in a state, moral or political, “lo understand or 
enjoy its benefits.” 

He recommended that a constituency should be formed 
of the male portion of the Proprietors of India Stock, 
and that they should have the power of returning four 
members to Parliament. Twelve years’ residence in India 
was to be the necessary qualification for a seat, and seven 
years’ absence from that country was to disqualify. On 
the advantages of having in the House of Commons a cer- 
tain number of men of Indian knowledge and experience 
he discoursed with much emphatic truth, and concluded 
with the following remarks, which have the additional 
merits of prescience: 

The more rapid and easier intercourse between this country 
and her possessions in India, will, in many respects, be beneficial : 
but I regret to say, we may, through the same means, expect more 
frequent misrepresentation of men and measures from that part of 
the empire than we have hitherto had; and it is, in my view, abso- 
lutely necessary that persons of knowledge and character, con- 
nected with that country, should have an honorable pass to this 
House, in order that we may have one essential means, beyond 
what we at presenji possess, to defend the rights and interests of 
either tfee governments or the inhabitants of India^- should one or 
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otlier of them be assailed. ..... The moment that the Eeform 
Bill passes, a stimulant will be given to that passion for rash inter- 
ference with the details of the administration of India, which, from 
the petitions that have been laid on the table of this House^ 
from the evidence which has been adduced before its committees, 
from all that I have seen and known, for the last twenty-five years 
of my life, it is obvious is growing up in this country, and which 
will, when allied to a growing spirit in the Presidencies, be found 
most difficult to check or control. Schemes of change of system, 
and innovations on actual establishments, will be brought forward; 
and while honorable and able men through this Bill will be denied 
an open and plain path, another road more crooked, but leading 
to the same object, will be within the reach of those who from 
real conviction of personal views delude cities and towns with 
' crude statements, and deceive them, being perhaps deceived them- 
selves, with promises and hopes of golden harvests in the rich 
field of India beyond wkat can ever be realised. This party will 
of necessity, from the nature of its objects, carry on a party war 
with the existing Governments I have not the least doubt but 
that Ministers will be perfectly disposed, perfectly willing, not 
only now, but hereafter, tp defend India as a portion of the 
empire; but I do doubt, and I must continue to doubt, their 
power to do so, unless they avail themselves of every aid, and 
among others I know none more essential than the having in this 
House a few persons of high and established character, who are 
acquainted with the history, the government, and the general in- 
terests of India, and can speak with the confidence of personal 
knowledge and observation upon aU subjects connected Vi th it. 

I shall conclude, therefore, with stating, that if this Bill should 
pass into a law, I do hope this defect will be remedied: if not, I 
shall deem it a duty to continue to press upon his Majesty’s 
Ministers the necessity of a measure, which, while it will consti- 
tute a salutary check on abuses, may, in its consequences, produce 
that essential ingredient of publicity, without which there can be 
no good government, and least of all such a government as British 
India. It will force men who exercise power and influence in 
Indian affairs to make more frequent statements, and give more 
explahat:ons than they now do to this House and the public; and 
this result will mitirely remedy 1;hat and* almost looked- 
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for indifference witli ■wliich. every question relating to our Eastern 
Empire is novr treated ; but above all, it "will call into action the 
energy, tlie intelligence, information, and talent of gentlemen 
•►Returning from that empire. If these no longer bring gold, as 
formerly, from that farffamed land, they bring a practised virtue 
and ability that ■will prove more beneficial to their country. 
Open the field to their ambition, and you -will have a rich harvest; 
close it, and, under the operation of this Bill, you have added to 
the dangers with which ■we are threatened at home, — a very 
serious one to the future prosperity of British India.” 

After a three Bights’ debate, the third readiBg of the 
Bill -was carried by a majority of 109. 

A fe'w days 'afterwards, Sir JohB. Malcolm paid a brief 
■visit to Paris, where he joined Lady Malcolm and his '' 
eldest daughter, and after spending a few days with them 
in the French capital, made arrangements for their win- 
tering in Italy— -a meas-ure demanded by the state of 
Lady Campbell’s health— whilst he returned to his Par- 
hamentary duties. A fortnight’s sojourn in France raised 
the fervor of his political opinions to a state of white heat. 
Coloring everything he saw there with the hues of his 
own mind, he ret'omed ■with a strong impression that 
France ■was on the verge of ruin, and that England was 
folloAving her down the precipice of destruction. The 
only safeguard of the latter country was, he thought, the 
determined opposition of the House of Lords to the 
Eeform Bill ; and in this belief he wrote to the Duke of 
Wellington: 

SIfi JOHN SIALCOLM TO THE DHKE OE WELLINaTON. 

13, Abingdon-streeta Oct. 

Mt dear DdkBj — I came from Paris on Monday, having 
found Lady Malcolm very well, and my daughter, Lady Campbell,’^ 
greatly better. I sent them to Italy for the winter, and I^start, 
when we are pifpyogued, for Scotland. I called ip. hopes <2)f seeing 
you, tut found you too busy to intrude* and I had no communi- 

■ r. ' r n 
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cations to make that were not of minor importance to one engaged 
as yon have teen, and, thank God, continue to be, in the most 
arduous fight you have ever fought for the preservation of your 
country. What I have seen and heard in France, makes mp^' 
tremble at our advance to the condition of that baseless Govern- 
ment, which subsists from day to day by vain sacrifices of the 
little power it has left, to what fools and rogues designate public 
opinion and the voice of the people. For such opinion and such 
voice, when in accordance with the maintenance of good rule and 
the general order and happiness of societj^ no man has a higher 
respect; but 'when these are first fabricated and then used for the 
disruption of those links and ties by which all communities in a 
civilised state have been hitherto bound, it becomes the duty of 
every honest, of every loyal man, and above all, of every patriot, 
to oppose hinlself to their destructive progress. This cannot now 
take place in France. Sooner or later, the sword must govern 
that country. Nothing can avert that conseg_uence. The march 
towards the same unhappy end has been arrested, if not stopped 
altogetlier, by the noble stand ipade by the Peers of England, who 
have, for a time at Jeast, saved the interests and the liberties of 
their countryme'u.* The plunge made by Ministers and their sup- 
porters has been too desperate, and has already been attended with 
effects that foiled a hope of our regaining the position we be- 
fore occupied — but time, through the spirit of wisdom of your 
House, is given for reflection, and we shall yet, I hope, find a 
secure restiirg-place, and not be hurried down that precipice, to 
the very brink of which we have been driven by ignorance, vio- 
lence, inexperience, and ambition. ' ^ 

I am busy from morning till night preparing for the fight on 
India, but that and everything else depends on the extent of the 
reform. If the Bill passes in its former shape, no Ministers will 
have power to maintain the interests of the Indian Empire. If 
they are to — as they must — belad their knees and their heads when 
clamor and numbers demand such flexions, I shall lose every hope, 
and retire from the scene. 

If you should WEint to see me before I leave town (which 
will probably be in a week), let me know, but I have no business. 

I slrouH (to go from bipeds to q^uadrupeds) like to have shown 

. . . w. 

% ■ 

The Lords had throT.i3,out the Bill on the morning of October 7. 
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you my noble horse Osman before he goes to Warfield ; but 1 
shall, when there, not be a distant neighbour, and gallop him over 
some fine morning. 

I am, yours sincerely, 

John Malcolm. 


Oh the 20tli of October, Parliament was prorogued 
for a brief interval, and Malcolm, taking advantage of 
the recess, started soon afterwards for Scotland. After a 
short sojourn there, he visited the Duke and Duchess of 
Northumberland at Alnwick, which he quitted with no 
little regret on. the 21st of November,* and returned 
again to “ fogg^ London” and the laboring oar. But, 
after a day or two in the metropolis, he started for Berk- 
shire. He had bought a family-seat at Warfield, and 
was superintending the improvement-- of the place. Still 
harping on Reform, he wrote, on the 29th of November, 
to the Duchess of Northumb'erland: “I am now going 
to Warfield, where my genius must be employed in re- 
forming an old English fabric, which I trust to do in a 
manner that would lesson Ministers if they had leisure to 


^ Malcolm wrote an account of liis 
journey to London for tlie perusal of 
the Lachess, from which I may ex- 
tract one -.passage : Left Parlington 
at ten o’clock — very fine day, went 
outside. It was Martinmas, and ser- 
vants were leaving their places, and 
hurrying to their homes. Young wo- 
men, and some with their mothers, 
who had come to join them, tried to 
mollify the coachman into taking them 
for a "reduced fare. Seeing him rather 
hard-hearted, I bade him accommodate 
as many as he could; and between 
Larlington and Yqrk no less than 
eight got a ride — some five and six 
miles, and some twelve. The whole 
of my disbursement was fifteen shil- 
lings, and I am sure I never did so 
much good, or was Tepaid with more 
gratitudS, at such small cost. I rained 



more information, than I could retail 
in volumes, as to terms of service, 
God’s pennies, wages, and nature of 
employment. One worn-out girl, who 
was not above fifteen, told me she had 
been hired six months for three pounds 
to attend children, but that she was 
the only female servant on the farm. 
'And I had,’ she said, with a woful face, 
' five children, one a cripple, to attend 
— ^four men’s victuals to prepare— 
twenty-two ^ pigs to feed, and seven 
cows to milk — and my mistress, to 
make matters worse, was so cross!’ 
. . . . . . Itoldher she was a lucky 
girl ; for, having begun service in such 
a place, all others would appear easy” 
—a grave truth, for many a gjrl is 
mined, as a servant, by an e^^sy place 
d} starting. 
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observe, and sense to copy, my proceedings ! Notbing is 
subverted, tbougb mucb is amended, and looldng to tbe 
good shelter from the storm this house has afforded for 
more than a century to its inmates, I care little for if#’^ 
shape not being accordant with modern rules.”* 

On the 6th of December, Parliament met for a short, 
but important session, before Christmas. On the 12th, 
Lord John Bussell re-introduced the Eeform Bill, which 
in October had been thrown out by the Lords; and 
early in the morning of Sunday, the 18th, the great 
measure was carried by a large majority. A day or two 
afterwards the'House adjourned for the holidays; and 
Malcolm, happy in the thought of a few days’ relaxation, 
left London on a visit to the Olive family in Shropshire. 
Making a detour to the westward, he spent a day at 
Warfield, to direct the improvements which were being 
made in the housg and grounds which he had purchased 
there ;f posted thence, to Henley, “ the last six miles 
along the banks of the Thames, as picturesque as can be 
imagined ;” took the Worcester coach for Moreton-on- 
the-Marsh, and paid a visit at Todenham to his brother 
Gilbert, who was busy in preparations for a Christmas 
dinner to his parishioners. On the following evening, he 

^ In another letter Malcolm sa;fs ; f Remained the day (December 
I have bought a delightful home, with 21) at Warfield House,” mote Mal- 
235 acres, in Berks, and am told by coim in Ms Journal, directing a few 
all — even land-agents — that there buildings of brick and mortar; and 
never was so cheap a purchase. I shall building at less cost various castles in 
not get into it till summer. I have the air associated with the future en- 
been over almost all England and Scot- joyment of this beautiful resiclence, 
land, and you will be glad to know God grant it may be early tenanted by 
that I stand, publicly and privately in those whom my busy imagination por- 
my own country, as well as jou or any tray ed as sitting in its chambers or 
of my kind friends could wish. Chan- wandering in its walks, while all, ac- 
trey has done the head of the statue, cording to my fond anticipations, agreed 
He delighted with his own success in praising the taste and labor that 
— havinjE^ made me look, as he wished, had prepared for them so delightful a 
very saucy ” " " home/’ 
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proceeded on Hs journey- tiirougli WGTGester to Ludlow, 
■vvliere Mr. Kobert Clive: was, waiting to receive bim. 
Lord Powis bad insisted on tbe whole party spending 
"'^beir Christmas with, him ; so they went on at once to 
Walcot,* •where Malcolm was most hospitably received 
by the venerable nobleman, then at the age of seventy- 
seven, under -whose Government, more than thirty years 
, before, he had received his first diplomatic appointment. 

There was much that pleased Malcolm in this visit to 
Shropshire. Vehement as he was in Ins opposition to 
Eeforrp., and fearful of the ascendancy of the lower orders, 
no man looked upon his poorer neighbouxs with a kind- 
lier eye, sympatliised more with their joys and sorrows, ^ 
or was more eager to improve their condition. The 
Christmas dinner given by the Clives to the school- 
children of the neighbourhood was a more pleasing 
sight to him than the sumptuous banquet at Walcot ; 
and when afterwards he attended two balls at Ludlow — 
the one being a public ball, open to all classes, and the 
other a subscription ball, attended only by the Hite of 
the county — ^he declared that the former was infinitely 
the pleasanter afflkir.-f No man, indeed, was ever, per- 


^ I could not/’ wrote Malcolm, 
‘^see tills ■^ell-known place witliout re- 
collections -wliich brought to my mind 
many and mingled sensations ; but of 
these I shall not speak. Its lord con- 
tinues amid all its changes to possess 
the same energy and never-ceasing ac- 
tivity of mind and body as of old— 
continually engaged in plans of 
proveSient, in horticulture, agriculture, 
plantations, orchards, breeding horses, 
cattle, &c., he finds health and amnse- 
ment in these pnrsijits to a degree 
that might enable him to realise the 
description .of the Persian poet Sadi,” 
&c. 

t Here is a chaKacteristic passage 
from Malcolm’s accotlSit of the tormer ; 
c 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . . . 


We joined the party at nine o’clock, 
and a happy one it was. All ranks 
and classes were well mingled in true 
English fashion. There were fine 
pumps and thick shoes — ^neat crops 
and bushy wigs— -diamonds and beads 
—palefaces and green ribands— -and 
cherry cheeks with yellow ribands. 
One lady, called the Princess Poyal, 
for she was acknowledged heiress of 
the Grown (Inn), made tea and negus 
one moment for the entertainment of 
the company, and danced next for her 
own. . . . The acquaintances I made on 
this joyous night were very numerous. 
I was invited to crack a bottle^with 
several, but I put it off on tte plea of 
feing engaged to dETnce.” 
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sonally, less of an aiistocrat— -no man liad loss exclusive- 
ness about him. 

After a few days thus pleasantly spent at Mr. Robert ' 
Clive’s, and another brief visit to "Walcot, where ^ 
“ found some more papers to elucidate the Life of the 
celebrated Lord Clive,” which he then said he expected 
to complete in the spring, he proceeded to Slirewsbury, 
and thence to a model farm belonging to Lord Powis at 
no great distance from that placa Malcolm had an eye 
to future farming operations of his own ; and he made 
in his journal some observations on the benefit of such 
pursuits. “ They bring,” he wrote, “ the highest and the 
^ lowest into , constant personal intercoui'se, and create 
much good feeling. In our visits to Lord Powis’s estates, 
the farmer sat down to dinner with the Lord-Lieutenant, 
whilst a kind welcoihe was given to the old gamekeeper, 
now turned gardener, whose father was severel}’' wounded 
when firing a sm^ll piece of cannon at the first Lord 
Clive^ at ClarBmont, to, salute George the Third as he 
passed the mansion.” 

Accompanying Lord PowiSj Malcolm went on to 
Wynnstaye and thence to Apsley— the seat of the Charl- 
tons — after which last visit he took leave of his noble 
friend, and' proceeded by coach to Birmingham- One 
of his fellow-passengers was a “ puffy, pock-mark^ iron- 
master,” clamorous for Reform. Malcolm was soon in 
hot conflict with him. He seems to have been a sensible, 
far-seeing man, though in those days (just a quarter of 
a century ago) his language was deemed violent and 
extravagant. He said that he did not look for Reform 
so much as for the consequences of Reform. Malcolm 
said that the measure would be final ; upon which the 
ironmaster replied : 

■" ' if . ■ * 

^Can Lbxd AJtlioxp and Lord John RusselF1>elieve and 
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others like me, to be fools ? They are fools themselves if they do. 
Whatisthe six hundredth part of the choice of a member of Parlia* 
ment to us in value, Sir ? Nothing, Sir. W e want cheap labor, and 
cheap labor cannot be had without cheap bread, and that req^uires 
file repeal of the Corn Laws. • . . . . Any reform without this is 
mockery and nonsense. That the Ministers know as well as I do ; 
and they are not men to disappoint the hopes of millions of free 
Englishmen.’ ^Sir,’ he continued, when Malcolm assured him 
that his expectations would not be fulfilled, ^ it must be, and I say 
it shall — Birmingham ordains it ; Manchester ordains it; Leeds 
ordains it; and all great manufacturing towns will join, and 
under the Reform Bill our members will combine to effect it. 
What ^re your scattered agriculturists to our mass of population ? ’ ” 

. m- ■ 

“TMs,” wrote Malcolm in Ms journal, “is by far tbe ^ 
most -violent feUow-passenger I ever met.” And so “tlie 
wMrligig of time brings in its revenges,” and the violence 
and extravagance of one quarter of a century are the es- 
tablished wisdom of the next-* 

After a visit to his brother Gilbert at Todenham, 
where he was inexpressibly charmed and tranquillised 
by the associations of a well-ordered rural ministry, t and 

^ One other passage from Malcolm’s panjr are jealous of us. They talk of 
account of this battle with the iron- their subjects — talkiDf millions of fel- 
master may be given in a note, low-creatures, whom it is their duty 

^ Sir/ said* he, ^ do you know anything to protect, encourage, and instruct in 
of the Es^st India Company?’ ‘ A arts, sciences, and their fruit, which is 
little/ I replied. ^ Do you know any manufactures; hut this is humbug, 
good of them?’ 'A little,’ was my and if it is not, what good will it do 
answer. ‘ They are monopolists. Sir ; to Birmingham, Manchester, Preston, 
they obstruct commerce.’ ^ I had Sheffield, "and Leeds ? The duty of 
lieard,’ I said, 'that they labored to Englishmen, Sir, is to look to England 
promote it.’ ' Quite the contrary,’ was first, and after its interests are taken 
his quick reply ; ' but for the Company care of, then attend to your Indians 
wc s^iould export much more from and Chinese, and all the blacks and 
Birmingham, whence we could supply copper-colored you like.’ ” This is still 
the world.’ ' Why,’ I said, ' I heard the creed of Manchester and Birming- 
the other day from one of your fipt ham ; but they stick a feather in their 
and wealthiest mefT, that what with hats, and call it "India Reform.” ^ 
your steam-engines, their produce and f " I never visit Todenham,” wrote 
effects, you had supplied one world, -Malcolm in his journal, "withoutfeel- 
and wanted another to take your goods.’ ing a calm state of mind I knoTi^ no- 
' He was not far wi^ong/ said my fel- ^diere else. I never leave it' without 
low-pasoiger. ' But this India Com- feeling myself a better man.” 
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another to his old friend Lady Johnston, of W esterhall, 
then residing at Woodeaton, Malcolm made his way to , 
the neighbourhood of Warfield,* and after a little time 
spent in the examination and furtherance of his im#*^ 
provements, returned to London on the 12th of January. 

On the 17th of January, Parliament reassembled ; 
and, three days afterwards, the House of Commons went 
into committee on the Keform Bill.f Sir John Mal- 
colm’s visit to Shropshire had in no degree diminished 
his apprehensions of the evil consec[uences that, in his 
estimation, were likely to result from the proposed mea- 
sure becoming the law of the land; and he was among 
the last, as l^e was among the most vehement, of its op- 
ponents. On the 19th of March, when the third reading 

^ He slept at an imi ia4lie adja- plied tlie house/ * I know all that/ 
cent parish of Biiifield, where he made lie said, ‘but now and then; and de- 
tlie acquaintance of some of his new pend upon it 1 beat Berks for the fat 
neighbours ; his journal contains the^ and lean welhnixed/ ‘ Yon look like 
following cliaracteristic «entry : “ I your meat,’ I said, ‘ yourself.’ ‘ That’s 
went through the IdMien, wlhcli^was not bad,’ said the butcher ; ‘ try a little 
full of the more respectable class of more ale.’ And he held out his pot. 
customers, as the landlady informed I excused myself, and left my friends 
me— others frequenting the tap. I. seemingly well pleased with my visit 
saluted the party, who were hirmers to the kitchen.” 
and traders of all kinds. Every one f Soon after his return to London, 

I saw had a pot of beer and some pipes. Sir John Malcolm was requested to 
‘I am come,’ I said, ‘to settle among preside at a dinner given at the Free- 
yoii, and I hope we shall be gooa masons’ Tavern in commemoration of 
neighbours.’ ‘ No doubt— no doubt/ his and Scotland’s favorite pc;et. The 
said a farmer, a little in years. Bums Festival of 1832 is still remem- 
‘ Old soldiers like you, Sir John, always bered with pleasure by many distin- 
make good neighbours. I was myself a guished literary men who responded to 
soldier for fifteen years. Take a little thetoastswhich Malcolm proposed with 
of this ale.’ And he handed me a pot, an overflowing geniality worthy of the 
from which I took a little. An im- occasion. There was no want of con- 
mense man, upwards of twenty stone, viviality— -none of “mirth,” growing, 
rose up, saying, ‘Tbat’sa proper gentle- perhaps, “ fast and furious” as' the 
man. I likes to see a man familiar like, evening advanced ; and it rejoiced Mal- 
but himself too. We have been talk- colm’s heart to witness the honor that 
ing you over, Sir John. 1 think, as I was done to the bar^ who had so often 
/;qM them here, you will be a trump, been a delight and a solace to him in 
But we shall see. I kill ca]>ital meat ; strange places, and in strange conjunc- 
I hope you will take it.’ ‘Why/ said tions, when he had no one else with 
I, ‘ mf honest fellow, I belong to whom he could converse in the language 
Warfudd, and there jnay be a parish y of Ms native eountlj^. 
butche.;, or a man who has long sup- ^ 

^YOL/IL , V ' 2p 
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of the bill was moved, he seconded the amendment pro- 
posed by Lord Mahon,* This was the last hopeless 
effort of that sturdy band of anti-reformers, who “ fought 
^pon their stumps” with resolute courage, after their legs 
were smitten off in the affray. 

All through the spring and summer of 1832, Malcolm 
applied himself with unabated energy and activity to 
his parliamentary duties. The Indian committees had 
been appointed, and his aid had been largely in requisi- 
tion both as a committee-man and a witness. “ I am on 
the general Indian committee,” he wrote in April, “ and 
a member of the sub-committee on the ^military branch. 

I am, besides, running the gauntlet of examination before ^ 
all the sub-committees.” He was at this time residing 
in Abingdon-street, making only occasional brief visits to 
Berkshire, to superintend the improvements which he was 
pushing forward at Warfield. “ Having got a few holi- 
days,” he wrote, in the letter just quoled— a letter to his 
old friend General Macaulay— ‘4 1 am gSing into Berks, 
having bought a house at Warfield, with 235 acres of 
land, a beautiful place, where I hope to lodge all my 
family by the end of August ; and trust, in good time, to 
walk through my groves in a very leisurely manner, 
weighing the force of your arguments (enforced by the 
action of your forefinger) regarding the moral and poli- 
tical state of England, and probable future destinies of 
the Empire of India. The latter you will find, when 
you come to read the evidence, is now a question of 
sp^pculation for every crude innovator or wild theorist.” 


^ It is truly observed by Miss Mar- 
tineau, in her Hisi^y of Englmid during 
the Thirty Tears^ Feace^ that it may 
surprise 'men now, and it will surprise 
men more hereafter, to remark the tone 
of awe-struck exp'^tation in wbicbmen 


of sober mind, of cheerful temper, 
and even of historical learning (that 
powerful antidote of historical alarm)(r 
spoke and wrote of the winter of 
1831 - 32 ” ^ 

'"fn. ■" 

/■ #1, 
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It ’woTild have been well if, at this time, Malcolm had 
suffered these objects of domestic interest to divert his 
mind from the cares of pubbc life, and induced him more 
frequently to seek change of ah; and change of scene ig. 
the country. He could have had no better relaxation 
than this pleasing task of superintending the improve- 
ment of his estate, which he believed would be the 
home of his old age and of his children after him — “a 
home,” he said, “ the first I have ever had.” 

“Here I am,” he wrote, on the 20th of April, to the 
Duchess of Northumberland, “ in all the delight of seeing 
order come out of chaos through the labors of honest 
workmen— having left workmen in London, I will not 
say honest, some of whom have labored to produce 
chaos out of order in the moral and political world.” 
On these occasions, he took up his quarters in a small 
cottage on the estate ; Ijut even when absent from 
London for only a few days, he did not permit himself 
to be wholly idle. “ 1 4un just returned from spending a 
happy ten days,” he wrote, on the 5th of May,* “ in re- 
tirement, at a small cottage on my little estate at Warfield, 
where I labored undisturbed at my ‘ Life of Lord Clive.’ ” 
He was so habituated to hard work, that what would 
have been labor to other men was relaxation to him. 

Nor was the “Life of Lord Clive” the only litera'ry work 
to which he devoted himself at this time. He had com- 
menced the preparation of a book on the Government of 
India, which he believed would supply much information, 
greatly needed at a period when the whole question was 
before the public, and there was a clamor for the aboli- 

^ Parliament bad adjourned till tlie of the fall of Bemgapatam-^Maleolm 
7 ili of M11J3 for tlie Easter recess. On dined with the King, 
tlic of the zttOBtb—tlie anniversai^ 
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tion of the Company’s commercial privileges, which he 
confidently believed must be the precursor of the aboli- 
tion of the Company itseE Malcolm never spared him- 
jself so long as there was a chance of his labors being 
useful to his country ; but, at the age of sixty-three, after 
half a century of public service, it was not possible that 
he should toil thus unremittingly, often, after a day of 
unbroken labor, sitting some hours beyond midnight in 
the House of Commons, without serious detriment to his 
constitution. He erred greatly in not bearing in mind 
that a,, man may often serve his country better by hus- 
banding his energies than by exhausting tjiem in incessant 
action. Had he treated himself as well and as wisely as ^ 
he treated his horses, there might have been twenty years 
of good service still remaining for him. But he never 
puUrimself out to grass, and was therefore, at this time, 

wearing himself rapidly into the grave. 

It was unfortunate in every way tor Sir John Mal- 
colm that a seat in Parliament had been' so readily pro- 
vided for him on his return from India. As the days, 
however, of the Launceston franchise were then num- 
bered, the evil might appear to have been one of limited 
duration. But not only was it in full force at the time 
when Malcolm most needed rest, but it was of a nature 
not to'^be bounded by such adventitious circumstances. 
Few men who have sate in the House of Commons-^ 
who have enjoyed the privileges of what, apart from 
everything else, is the most distinguished and the most 
attractive club in the world— look forward with any 
complacency to the day of their exclusion from it. There 
is a pleasant excitement in this kind of life which men 
will not wilhngly forego. Sir John Malcolm often spoke 
at this period of the content with which he could, at any 
time, retire tajhe groves of Warfield, and end hia-days in 
tranqpil retirement; but, like most men who’^have spent 
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tlieir lives in strenuous action, lie only deceived himself. 
Much as he hated and dreaded Eeform, he was not un- , 
willing to sit in the Refonned Parliament. But he reso-. 
lutely determined not to resort to any unworthy means o? 
attaining the desired end. He would not bribe a constitu- 
, ency either with money or with pledges. On the 7th of 
June, after a fruitless opposition in the House of Lords, 
which well-nigh threw the country into convulsions, the 
Reform Bill became law. On the 26th, Malcolm was turn- 
ing over in his mind his prospects of being returned to 
Parliament after the disfranchisement of Launceston : 

^ “I could be, returned (he wrote) if I would bfibe to the extent 
of from 3000/. to 5000/., or if I would give three or four sound 
* pledges — immediate abolition of Slavery, no Monopoly, no Corn- 
laws, &c. I have rejected all such propositions, and retire the day 
that Parliament is prorogued to my country place in Berkshire.” 

“ . . . . Having followed a strdght, conscientious line, accordant 
with my opinions, ^beihg tied to no party, and having determined, 
and already put into practice my determination, neither to give 
sovereigns nor pledges as the price of a seat, I have a pretty fair 
prospect of making a salaam to the old walls of St. Stephen’s, and 
of repeating, amid the avenues of Warfield, Goldsmith’s lines: 

Happy the man who crowns in shades like these, 

A Me of labour with an age of ease. 

Your ladyship shall come and see whether I am happy or not.” 

A day'or two afterwards, Malcolm learned that, at the 
approaching election, there was a fair field open for a 
Conservative candidate, with local influence, presenting 
himself for the Dumfries boroughs. This was a tempta- 
tion which, under any circumstances, it was not easy to 
.resist. In no man were there stronger local instincts and 
attachments than in Malcolm; and to represent the 
boroughs of his native county was at once,-an honorable 
and an amiable ambition. He determined, therefore, to 

' '■ * * ' . ' 
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canvass tlie constituencies. General Sharp had already 
startedj so to him Malcolm first communicated his intern 
tion. Writing on the 28th of June to that gentlemanj 
fee said : 

“I have just learnt that Mr. K. Douglas does not mean to 
stand at the next election for the Dumfries boroughs— and I have 
taken the field. I observe that you are a candidate. I could wish 
that we were not opponents ; but as our fate has so decreed, it can- 
not be avoided. We have both the same honorable desire to repre- 
sent our countrymen. Considering my ties to Dumfries-shire, I am 
of courfje most anxious for success, and shall use all straightforward, 
honest, and open means to accomplish it. Ycjh are among the 
very first to whom I deem it proper to commip.icate my in- 
tentions.’* 


On the same day, writing to the Duke of Northumber* 
land, he said: 


A proposal has been made to me to canvass the boroughs of 
my native county, Dumfries-shire, which, on serious consideration, 
I have thought proper to accept. As I was determined to give 
neither purse nor pledge, I had made up my mind to relinquish 
Parliament — but as it appears that Mr. Keith Douglas has made 
up his mind to withdraw from the Dumfries district of boroughs, 
and as it is thought by the Duke of Biiccleuch and others that among 
those who belong to the county and ^ hold Conservative principles’ 
I have the best chance of success, I deem it proper to make an 
attempt to stem, as far as I have the power, the tide of Radicalism 
now flowing unhappily with little less violence through our 
sequestered valleys than through the streets of Birmingham. I 
stand upon my own ground. I belong to a popular family ; but 
I htive the mark of an anti-Reformer upon my brow, and neither 
mean to brook pledge nor to disburse cash; and with such reso- 
lutions it is impossible to be sanguine.” 


Still he "was hopeful at this time that his canvass would 
be crowned wRh success. Writing to Sir John Lubbock, 
on tin 26th of July, he said : ^ 
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My parliamentary concern is going on better tlian I conH 
have expeeted. I give neitlier purse nor pledge, am concise and 
open in my communications with the good bodies; and no man’s 
reception was ever more flattering from all ranks. How far I 
sliall be able to surmount tlie obstacles wliichlliave to encountei^ 
time will show; but I carry my head up, and all are agreed that 
great good has been done by the mode of proceeding I have 
adopted.” 

To Allan Ciinningbam be wrotej about the same time, 
from Buriafoot: 

Make my sa|aam to Mr. Chantrey, and tell him he must 
finish my head while some traces remain of the delight I have 
had in this fisit to my native hills. I send you my parting 
address to your friends. I have seen all. I go openly and 
straightforwardly to work. I give neither purse nor pledge, and 
if I fail (which, in spile of serious obstacles, I do not expect), I 
shall have the satisfaction of reflecting that no proceedings of 
mine have either soiled* myself or any with whom I have com- 
municated.”* S' 

There was one circumstance of a peculiarly interesting 
character connected with this visit to Scotland. Whilst 


at Burnfoot, Sir John Malcolm received from the gen- 
tlemen of the neighbourhood, some sixty in number, 
principally residents in Eskdale and Ewesdale, an invita- 
tion to a public dinner at Langholm. The honor was 
not tendered to him alone. His two brothers. Sir James 
and Sir Pulteny, were included in the invitation. The 


^ Sir John Malcolm had a very high, 
opinion of Allan Cunningham— a high 
opinion shared by all who knew him, of 
his many fine qualities both as an artist, 
and, in the largest sense of the word, 
as a inan. He Iiad an especial feeling, 
too, for the poet as a Dumfries-sliire 
man i*an| greatly rejoiced in his,. fame, ■ 
In ''adetier "tfr. Colonel" Wood, of'thg,- 
Bengal Engineers, introduch|g to that 


officer young Joseph Cunningham (the 
author in later days of the Histop^ of the 
SiMs% who was going out to join that 
corps, Malcolm sne^s aifeetionately 
of tiis ‘ ■ friend iSian Cmniiiigham, a 
man who has, by his talent, industry, 
and steady, sturdy walk through life, 
done honoir;,to his native Mils, and 
brought his chareeter into high consi- 
deration even with the SouthSrners ” 


neiglibourliood might well be proud of the “ three 
knights of Eskdale.” On the last day of July, 1832, the 
quiet little country town was thrown into an unwonted 
state of excitement. All classes were eager to do honor 
to the Malcolms of Burnfoot, than whom few families 
were more respected in the county. The festivities 
were not confined to the “ Crown,” at which the three 
knights were entertained. At other houses of entertain- 
ment in the town, parties of tradesmen and manufac- 
turers were assembled, as eager to render honor to their 
distinguished countrymen as those who met them face to 
face. Hundreds, indeed — men, women, ahd children— in 
their own home's, abroad in the streets, or on the neigh- 
bouring hill-sides, were with the Malcolms in spirit on 
that night. Bells were pealing, bonfires were blazing, 
the fire-arms of the townsmen and the smithy anvils sent 
up their salutes. There was music and shouting, and 
joy and laughter everywhere— a demonstration of the 
most genuine character, full of pride, gratitude, and joy. 

At the “Crown,” it must have been a pleasant thing 
to see those three veteran knights, who had left their 
home on the banks of the Esk as mere children, and 
were now, after more than half a centiuy of good service 
in different quarters of the globe, airing their honors on 
their native hill-sides, and with as keen a love of the old 
homestead as in the freshest days of their early boyhood. 
It must have been pleasant to hear the hearty, genial 
manner in. which Sir John Malcolm, responding for his 
brot|iers and himself, acknowledged the toast of the 
evening — “ Our own three knights of Eskdale,”*— and 

* A cotemporary vriter says that it thusiastic applause -which succeeded. 
“ was a speech full of strong feeling and The speech was lilce a torch to kindle 
impressive eloquence.” ; " The deep the sympathetic feelings of all present, 
and anxious silence of the , Company,” and a kind of triumphant deligh*, re- 
it is added, “most^of whom were gulated by perfect, decorum? reigned 
moved tg tears -whilsc he spoke, was c>erthe company during’lhe remainder 
not less stiildug than the burst^of en- of the qyening.” 
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how the absent members of the family, Gilbert, Sir 
Charles, and the ladies at Burnfoot, were toasted each 
in turn with a “largeness of an overflow” of genuine * 
feeling seldom present at such public demonstrations. Jt ** 
was an evening memorable in the annals of Langholm, 
the good people of which crowned the occasion by taking 
the horses from Sir Pulteny’s carriage, in which the 
“ three knights” had seated themselves on their return 
to Burnfoot, and dragging them beyond the precincts of 
the town. 

And this was no political demonstration. Sir John 
Malcolm at tigs time was canvassing the Dumfries bo- 
roughs, but the promoters of the entertainment to the 
three knights had no thought of contributing to the 
success of the canvass, nor did they who participated in 
it ever dream of advancing the interests of a party. It 
was purely a token of respect for the men themselves; 
of attachment toihe family to which they belonged; and 
of genuine pride in the reputation of the three heroes 
who had done so much to make Eskdale famous. 

A day or two after this banquet at Langholm, Sir 
John Malcolm returned to London. With what feelings 
he contemplated the picture of affairs in his native 
county, and his prospect or no prospect of being re- 
turned in the new Parliament for the Dumfries boroughs, 
may be gathered from the following passages, extracted 
from letters written at this time to his friends and sup- 
porters : 

“^wffusi4.—I shall persevere in my ohject, hut I main to 
pursue it by no crooked ways. I have no large landed possessions, 
and I seek no place, profit, or enjoyment from being a member 
of the House of Commons. I have no party feelings to gratify, 
and no spirit of rivalry with individuals that can make success or 
failurcf thei cause either of happiness or discoptfort. Parliament 
will bring to me annoyance and trouble. It will, in proba- 
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bility, be injurious to my health.; and I come forward in the per- 
formance, I assure you^ of what I deem a duty at a crisis lihe the 
present; but this view of the subject you will not be surprised 
^when I state that I am not prepared to make, and will not make 
tlfuse sacrifices which I do not condemn others who have different 
motives and different objects for making. Nevertheless, as I have 
entered into the contest, I will persevere, and present at least to 
my countrymen the spectacle of a man against whom tlie veriest 
Kadical can assert nothing but that he honestly differed from 
him on a question of the most complicated state policy^” 

If there are a number of voters who reject me because I 
exercise an honest judgment and desire a moderate reform, 
instead 'Sf that brought on by the Ministers, and set aside all 
my pretensions to^ their favor on the ground of this difference 
of opinion, I am content not to be their representative. But I 
will not believe that such can be the case after my countrymen 
have had time for refiection. They are generally men who think 
for themselves, and they will end in approving the conduct of one 
who is unreserved and independent^ in his sentiments. They will, 
when they calmly consider the whole subject, Jjeem such a person, 
if he possesses character and influence, representative more likely 
to benefit them than a person who feeds them with promises in 
order to gain his object. At least, this is my present impression 
of the voters, and with it I shall go to the poll. From present 
appearances, I fully anticipate success; but should it prove other- 
wise, I shall not have to reproach myself with word or deed that 
I can desire to retract or disavow.” 

August !. — As I desire employment neither at home nor 
abroad^ — as I have no sons or relations to provide for— as the en- 
joyment of that repose which my health and age require promises 
a much more pleasant, useful, and, I may add, profitable occupa- 
tion, than I can ever have as a member of the House of Commons, 
it may he asked by you, as it has been by those of my family to 
whom I owe most attention, what can induce me to persevere in 
an up-hill canvass to gain what ought to have on personal grounds 
so little value ? I^nswer, in the first place, that it is an object of 
fair and honorable ambition to obtain a distinction in my native 
county, which I must prize not only on my own account, but that 
. of a family settleirffor nearly a century and a half''am<3ngst you; 
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secondly, tliat my information on Indian affairs will afford me (if 
in tlie House of Oommons at a period when its future government 
is under discussion) an opportunity of aiding the settlement of * 
that government; and lastly, that I deem the present a period , 
when every man who possesses a share, however small, of puWfo 
esteem, should come forward to meet, as far as he has the power, 
the dangers to which the country is exposed from the unsettled 
state of the minds of all classes, and particularly from the angry 
feelings which have been excited against the higher ranks of 
society. , * . , . My brother Sir Borthwick, and Murray 

talk of going on a visit to Annan, and perhaps Dumfries, in a few 
weeks, not for any express purpose of canvass, but to keep feeling 
alive. I can be^ with you in September or October if Required, 
or sooner, if abiaolutely necessary. I cannot conclude without 
stating that, Unless some very favorable turn take place, and one 
of which I can from present appearances have no anticipation, I 
shall certainly stand to the last. Time is assuredly in my flivor ; 
and the opinion is at present that the House cannot be dissolved 
before the beginning of the year.” 

On the IGtli of Aij^ust, Parliament was prorogued. 

A few days afterwards, Malcolm again started for the 
North.* He had recently sustained a heavy domestic 
calamity in the death of his sister Mina ; and now it was 
his first care to visit the afflicted family circle at Burn- 
foot. This done, he proceeded to Dumfries, that he might 
judge for himself on the spot what were his chances of 
success. What he saw and heard there did not strengthen 
the hopes which he had once encouraged of carrying with 
him a majority of the electors. “ I labor under every 
disadvantage in my canvass,” he wrote, on the 28 th of 
August, “ from my opponents having been in the" field 
sixteen days before me ; from their promising everything, 
and giving pledges faster than they are a«ked,and, above 

* ^ He left liondoii ou the 23rcl, and burton, from whom he derived some 
passed^ithe ni||ht at the house, near anecdotes of Clif e to be inserted in his 
Watford, or lus Old friend, Mr, biography. ^ 


all, in my having voted against the Reform Bill. But 
still, all down to the lowest and most violent are per- 
sonally kind to me. ‘We hope, Sir,’ they say, ‘ that it 
t wU.1 be a short Parliament, and then we will certainly 
return you.’ With these feelings, I do not quite despair.” 

The autumn of this year, 1832, was spent by Sir John 
Malcolm principally in London, where he had a modest 
apartment in Abingdon-street.* His most serious oc- 
cupation at this time was the preparation of his work on 
the G-overnment of India, which he was desirous oi 
publishjng in the early part of the ensuing year. Among 
others to whom he communicated the scopg and tendency 
of his work wasdhe Duke of Wellington, who sent him 
in reply the following characteristic, but not very en- 
couraging, letter : 


THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

r ^ ^ 

Stratbfieltfeaye, !Nov. 20, 1832. 

My deae Malgolm,— I have received your note of the 19 th. I 
heard from your brother, the Admiral^ whom I saw at Walmer 
Oastle, that you were about to publish something upon India. I 
don’t doubt but that what you will publish will be very creditable 
to you; but I confess that I don’t expect that your writings, or 
those of an angel from heaven, if they contained truth and reason- 
ing founded upon experience and common sense, w^ould have any 
efiect upon the conduct of the Government and the Legislature in 
these times. 

A great effort is making here and everywhere to give the Re- 
form Bill a fair chance of working not injuriously to the country. 


^ La^j Malcolm was at this time 
in very delicate health, and Sir John, 
who was in a painful state of anxiety 
regarding her, iiad procured her a resi- 
dence at Hastings. am pushing 
on Warfield,” he wrote on Michaelmas- 
day, to one of his sisters, ‘‘that we 
may all be settled. Really this life is 


very worrying and distracting. I shall 
not be able to go to Hastings for a 
fortnight. In this^state of my family, 
I shall, I think, rejoice in the failure 
of my parliamentary concern ; but, ne- 
vertheless, I shall not relax in my 
efforts.” 
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I think tliat we are all right to make the effort to have the best* 
returns that we can have under the new system. But I am quite 
of opinion with you, Oroker, and others, who think it is all in 
vain. There is no authority — there can be no authority — ^in this ■ 
country capable of governing it, and of securing those institutiSfis 
and interests which are the pillars of its prosperity and strength. 

We have an Executive and two Chambers, according to the Con- 
stitution of the year ’3 (I believe), as the French, the Cisalpine, 
the Lygurian, the Mexican, the Colombian, the [ ] Republic 

had, and as France, the Netherlands, and others, had and have. 
But is there any government anywhere but the sword ? There 
existed in this country peculiarly a secret in Constitution and 
Legislation not unlike the golden egg laid daily by the goose. 
We have wisely destroyed the goose. We have made a reform 
which satisfies nobody. The parties in the country are just as 
violent as ever. The Tories, now called Conservatives, wish to 
keep things as they now are. The Radicals and Whigs to do 
something more. In the mean time I defy an angel from heaven 
to settle Ireland, the West Indies, Mauritius, the Question of the 
Company’s Charter^ tile Banlc Question, the Tithe Question in 
Ireland and in F^ngland — I say nothing of foreign politics. We 
are, in every sense, ‘‘ Toto*climsoB ah or be Britannos^ I hope it 
may continue so. We have it not in our power, under existing 
circumstances, to do anything but mischief. I am sick at heart! 
I declare that I could at times gnaw the flesh from my bones witli 
vexation and despair ! 

Believe me, ever yours most sincerely, 

. WELLlNaTOK. ■ ■ 

At this time Malcolm was at Warfield, pushing for- 
ward his improvements. From the cottage which he 
occupied there I fi.nd him corresponding with Mr. Lock- 
hart, who had written to him regarding two newly- 
published works — ^Morier’s romance of ‘‘Zohrab, the 
, Hostage,” and Theodore Hook’s biography of Sir David 
B^ird— which had been sent to him as candidates for 
nottce^m the Quarterly Review*” Of the former work, 
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''writing on the 20tli of November,^ Malcolm 
language of high praise, reserving the latter for another 
and more elaborate communication. On the following 
‘ day he sate down, placed the book before him, and, as his 
memory travelled over the last forty years of his event- 
ful life, wrote a long letter to Mr. Lockhart, containing 
an admirable sketch of the character of Sir David Baird, 
and many illustrative anecdotes. The length of the 
communication forbids its insertion at this stage of my 
narrative. 

Th^ time was now close at hand when the question 
would be solved— whether Sir John Malcolm was any 
longer to be a Inember of the House of Representatives. 
His prospects of success at the general election had very 
much diminished, and with them also had declined the 
eagerness with which he sought to"^ attain an object of 
such questionable advantage. ^ He had begun, indeed, to 
think that his family were right" in Endeavouring to dis- 
suade him from the effort; but his letter^ written at this 
time show that he still remained firm in the conviction 
that it was his duty not to shrink from the contest: 

December 1.— I am well satisfied of the fact, that if I chose 
to make a pecuniar j sacrifice, I might gain, even under present 
circumstances, the election. But I have determined to give 
neither purse nor pledge. It may he worth such sacrifices to 
others. It is not to me. I am of a certain age. I have no cash 
to throw away. I have no desire to become a party man, and 
neither expectation nor wish for office. I am, in the truest sense, 


^ At the end of this letter Malcolm 
says : I beg yon to excuse the hasty 
manner in which it is written. I am 
very busy with miijntes of evidence 
before the House of Commons, letters 
to the India Board, fc, being de- 
sirous of finishing a volume on the 
Administration of Ifidia before I go to 
ScotIan{|, where it it not improbable 

. ■r’. ■: ■ 

■p' ,■ , ■ ■ . 

if' 


the voters of the Dumfries boroughs, 
in their fondness for reform and their 
trust in promises and pledges, may give 
me an excuse, of which I shall not be 
sorry, for quitting a bustling and nn- •i' 
satisfactory scene of public life, and 
passing the remainder of my d§yS in 
retirement.’’ 

. 
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a Conservative; and fearingj as I do, much evil from the feelinga 
and passions which have been excited by late measures, and 
from the spirit of change and speculation that is abroad, I should ♦ 
not hesitate to forego that repose to which past labors have en- 
titled me, if I could serve the cause to which I belong on Ac * 
terms which I deem essential to maintain any Influence which I 
may have, from character and experience of puhlic affairs. With 
these sentiments, and having no views of establishing an hereditary 
family interest in the Dumfries boroughs, I entered upon my 
present canvass, with a hope, even if I failed, of doing good in 
my native county, by walking ' the ground erect— neither soiling 
nor being soiled.” 

December 2.— I shall be*at Dumfries on Monday or Tuesday. 
You will see that I am determined to keep the boat’s head to the 
wind. In tl|jus prosecuting the object of your representation, I am 
acting against the wishes of almost all my family, and the ad- 
vice of many of niy friends. But these are not times in which 
any man who possesse; influence, however slight, or good private 
or public character, is justified in being quiet. I am, therefore, 
determined to go tliroi^h witk the concern. . . . . . No man ia 
excusable for shrinldng from his duty at such a moment. I re- 
cognise this motive as a Scotchman ; I recognise it as a country gen- 
tleman, which I now am ; and no wish for that repose which I desire 
can make .me desist from the most active efibrts of wdiich I am 
capable to give my aid, however small, to arrest the evils which 
are in progress to blast the peace and prosperity of my country.” 

On the 3rd of December, Parliament w dksolved. 
A day or two afterwards, Malcolm started upon his 
journey to Scotland. The country was on the eve of a 
great political contest. The strife of a general election 
—the first under the provisions of the Eeform Bill — was 
about to commence. From one end of Great Britain to 
the other there was bustle and excitement It was a 
moment interest even to men who lived remote 

from scenes of political contention. To one who, like 
itficolm, had taken an active part in th^ great struggle, 
and who^a§ profoundly Impressed witlf a conviction of 
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-the immense importance of the issue, it was a period of 
extraordinary solemnity. He believed that, in such a 
" crisis, it was the duty of every man, entertaining similar 
opinions to his own, to make any honorable sacrifice 
wfiich would aid him in the great work of resisting the 
heady tide of revolution which he apprehended was about 
to inundate the country. He felt that there was little 
prospect, at this time, of his being returned for the Dum- 
fries boroughs; but he did not doubt that some good 
would result from his appearance on the scene as the 
champion of Conservative principles. . 

The early stages of this journey to the^North evolved 
no- incidents upon which it is necessary to dwell. But at 
Birmingham he fell in with William Cobbett, who was 
then on his way to Manchester to contest that newly 
enfranchised town ; and the meeting between them was 
one which made a deep impression on Malcolm’s mind. 
He wrote a detailed account of It ; find there is much in 
the record which, whilst it illustrates his 'own character 
and opinions, exhibits the extraordinary pretensions of 
his opponent in an aspect humiliating in the extreme, 
when the promises of the flatulent demagogue are con- 
trasted with his performances.* 

At the hotel in Birmingham from which the Manchester 
coach Was about to start, Malcolm, hearing a violent 
altercation in an adjoining room, asked who the noisy 
gentleman was, and was answered that he was Mr. Cob- 
bett. “The famous Cobbett ?” asked Malcolm. “I 
don’t know what he is famous for,” said the waiter, “ but 
for abusing people.” Malcolm’s next question was 


What a perfect illustration is seen 
in this case of the truth enunciated by 
Mr. Roebuck in the September of this 
year (1856) at Sheffield: “ The only 
way to test any nian*^s to send him to 
the House of Commons. I haye seen 


men blustering on the hustings very 
violently^ who told the people what 
they were going to cloj who, when tlj^cy 
came to that House, were like sufi^ing 
doyes/’. '.a r 
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whetlier the boisterous gentleman was going in the* 
coach with him to Manchester; and being answered in 
the affirmative, he made up his mind for some diversion 
As soon as they were seated in the coach, Malcoki 
opened the conversation with some allusion to the recent 
conflict with the landlady, and having received a reply 
flavored with a few emphatic oaths, he said to his com- 
pamon: inquired your name, and found it was Wil- 

liam Cobbett; mine is John Malcolm. Now, as we be- 
long to the very antipodes of politics, we had better start 
with knowledge of each, other, that we may baMe in 
good fellowsM|T along the whole extent of our journey.” 

^ Agreed-— -agreed !” cried Cobbett; and "from that mo- 
^ ment, until, as Malcolm said, he “ handed him over to his 
unwashed friends at Manchester,” their discussions and 
disputations were incessant. He soon found that Cob- 
bett so interlarded his discourse with oaths, and was so 
lavish in his use ofisuch complimentary terms as “ rof^ue ” 
rascal, and “scoundrel,” that he told him tha° he 
should not be offended if such_ words were applied to 
himself. You may call me a red ruffian of a soldier ” 
said Malcolm, “ and I, in turn, will call you a demagomie 
without any offence.” o o j 

And so they talked on ; and, with the exception of a 
few episodes on Farming, Horticulture, Cottage Economy 
and the Management of Dairies, held high argument on 
the political state of England, France, and America- the 
condition of different classes of society; the “ villanies of 
the Aristocracy ;” the distress and discontent of the Poor • 
the Church; the Currency; Taxes; the Press; the CorrI 
Laws; Slavery; the East India Charter; “ and, above all 
,and mixed with aU,” said Malcolm, “ William Cobbett’s 
pa^^cleeds and writings, and his future yiews and inten- 
tipns, extended as these would be by his/ertain return 

TrnT': 'TT ■ ' ' ■ ' cr 
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1:0 Parliament; for of Gldham lie told m secure, 

and he thonght he had a gQed;.chance of Manchester.^ * 
In Parliament, Gobbett, as he assnred his companion, 
•^s to do immense things—to bring down the/bloated 
aristocracy,.and to level all social distinctmm 

^ The aristocrats/' said* he, ^ will all he lowered— and they 
want it. And then, as to your fundholders — have you any 
money in the Funds ?’ ^None.’ ^ Have any of your brothers T 
^ One, with a very limited income, has it all in the Funds.’ | Will 
you see him soon ?’ ^ The day after to-morrow.’ ^ Well, tell him 
that William Oohbett advise^ him to sell out ; for he assured, if 
my head is bn my shoulders this day two yera, the Three per 
Cents, will be at 30.’ I laughed. ^You may be merry,’ he 
said, ^ but all this, and more, will happen.. Your Whigs and 
Tories may— and, if they have any sense, will— unite; but it 
will not save them. I have done much, hnt I will do more yet. 
Matters ripen fast. I shall soon commence when in Parliament.’ 
‘With what shall yom begin?’ Tasked^ IlummerSy he 

replied.* ‘ Who are they?^ I ad5:ed* ^^'hy, the fellows with 
the bag-wigs’ and uniforms, who move and secohd the address to 
the King. That nonsense I shall upset.’ ‘ I do not think it,’ said 
L ‘ I hope and trust that» this and other usages of our Parliament 
wHl’ be defended' 'against you and other Radicals, who would de- 
stroy every usage, as well as every institution, of' the country.’ 
^ Then all soldiers should be done away — all pay and pensions 
should’be struck off.’ ‘Those that have served their country?’ 
said 1. ‘ Why, here am I, travelling with William Cobbett; 

having served my country forty-seven years, I should not be able 
to pay my fare.’ ‘Ko, no,’ said he; ‘I would have consideration 
for those who had done real work ; but fat,, lazy fellows I hate.’ ” 


r 

r* 


Tlien lie spolse of wliat lie Bad done, and wBat lie had 
suffered in the eanse of Eeform— referring to his trial for 
seditious hbel^in 1’831, and giving an exaggerated ac- 
count of the discomfiture of his opponents: 


“ ‘ You remember,’ he said, ‘ when I was tried^ahout the Siop- 
sticksi— ihe Mandarins as you calf them. ... We summoned all 
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the Ministers as evidences. There they were in a row- T wish* 
you had been there to see how I, handled them— you are just the 
fellow to have enjoyed it. The first I took in hand was my Lord 
Chancellor Brougham. He is the man for writing little books and 
spreading knowledge. What has he written on Chancery latf? 
I made my Lord Chancellor tell two lies in five minutes.: That 
was enough for him. The next on my list was Lord Grey— head 
in the air— rather a fine head — ^lie looked round and smiled. I 
chuckled at the thought of bringing his head, dowuj which I did 
by regular degrees, till it fell from the perpendicular to his chest. 
I had little trouble with the others, but lst them go on with th^V 
boasted proofs, keeping myself up, till I had fairly entangled them 
in their own web, and then T brought them to proper “shame. 
Theywere a poorseti’ ” 

* 

Having heartily abused the Hihisters, he began to 
lavish his scurrility^ upon the Tories — upon “ that old 
ruffian 'Wellington”— upon the Times and “ Jack Wal- 
ters,” declaring that i^he newspaper stamp would be taken 
off early in the^session, and that then the leading journal 
would not be worth sixpence. From John Walters he 
turned to James Silk Buckingham, asking Malcolm if he 
knew him. “ Not personally,” said Sir John. “ Ton do 
not agree in his opinions about India?” said Oobbett. “No;- 
I entirely differ from him,” returned Malcolm. “I am 
glad of that,” rejoined Cobbett. ““ He is a-greart'ch^Iatian: 
I despise him. I do not yet well understand the Indian 
question. I shall study it. My impression is that the 
country is very well governed by the Company— I am 
sure they -will not govern it better. And as for Bucking- 
ham, he is a sorry fellow — a complete humbug.” .. 

Much more was said in the same blustering and 
abusive strain. But even stage-coach journeys in those- 

■»days had an end, and Manchester was reached at last. 

Malcolm then to.ok leave of Ms opponent may be 
told indii^ own words: ^ s-* 
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' « When wc arrived at Manchester, a set of fellows called out: 

‘Is William Cohhett in the coach? ‘ Here he_ is, my good fel- 
'' lows ’ I said ; and I got out to make way for their friend. ' Well, 

■said I to him, ‘ the journey has keen made short by our discus- 
ksiis-shall we meet again? He held out his hand to shake. 

‘ You are very bad,’ he said, ‘ but you may conceive what a ras- 
cally set you belong to, when I declare you are one of the best , 
of them, that I have ever met. I desire two things at parting 
—one, that you may fail in every attempt you make to get into 
Parliament ; the other, that you may have moral courage enough 
to brave the opinions of your friends, and let Wilham Oobbett 
come and see you at Warfield, and while he gives you the best 
advice about planting apple-trees and gardening;^ you will answer 
him some plain (juestions about India, or tell Hm where he can . 
get correct information.’ ‘ As to Parliament,’ I said, ‘ your wish , 
will certainly be gratified, for there are circumstances which make ^ 
me without hope of being returned ; but I go to fight, as well as 
I can Kadicals andEadical doctrines. With regard to Warfield, 
if you come I shall be glad to see you, and benefit by your ex- 
perience and knowledge as an horticnlturiit, -which I know to be 

considerable. As to answering your q.uestions, oit directing you to 

correct information about India, I never can have any hesitetion 
in d oin g so to any man ; and if you are in Parliament, which you 
say is certain, I shall be pleased to find you take a correct view ot 
that q^uestion.’ And here we parted.” 

With little hope of attaining his object, Malcolm con- 
tinued Bis journey to Scotland ; and in the course of a 
: few days all his doubts and misgivings were realised. 

' Forty-eight hours spent at Dumfries convinced him that 
he had not the remotest prospect of success. He found 
the Conservatives broken and dispirited ; the Kadicals 
firm” and united. It would have been mere folly to go to 
the poll; so he put forth a manly, plain-spoken address 
to the electors, '"and retired from the contest.* „ 

. . ■ 

* Oe the 14th of December, Mai- days— I had no chance of su*ess; 
■colm wrote from Bvmffoot to Dord Sel- kit even under that con;i{icti^, if the 
“»^was only at Dumfries two gentlemen and many respectable trades- 
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But altlioiigli tlie dream of representing the borouglis* 
of Ms native county had thus faded away, all hope of 
sitting in the new Parliament had not disappeared with 
it. A new and unexpected prospect opened out be%:e 
him in the very moment of failure, Dumfries had re- 
jected him ; but Carlisle invited him to come to her suc- 
cour. He received a communication from the latter town 
which stimulated him to cross the border. He arrived 
there a few hours after he received the invitation, and 
was, as he said, ^4iterally taken out of a coach, and asked 
to head an attack against*that revolutionary emblem, the 
tricolored flag.’T 

He found a Whig and a Eadical in theMeld. His chief 
hope of success lay in a coalition with the former. But 
the Whig coalesced with the Eadical, und from that time 
Malcolm’s hope of success was gone.^ The corporation 


meiiwlio quite concurred wfJli my’seii- 
timeuts had clioseix.’*to unite (I care 
not in how small a number) and '^make 
head against the stream of Iladicalism, 
they should have had my utmost efforts 
to the last, and good might hpe been 
done by forming a rallyhig point ; but, 
in and about Dumfries, which town 
must return the member, there is no 
disposition to show front.” In another 
letter, addressed to the Duke of Wel- 
liimton, he wrote, about the same time : 
“ 1 would have fought to the last, if I 
could have brought ten respectable 
gentlemen and an equal number of 
tradesmen together, with* the resolu- 
tion of openly proclaiming their sup- 
port to those Conservative principles 
which privately and separately they 
professed; but this was imjjossible. 
They are disunited and dispirited—, 
thrown Into a new position without 
local leading men. Though they see 
^ and lament the dangei*, they have as 
yeLformed no combination to avert or 
dereai it.” 

The^ following, is Malcolm’s ac- 
count of the'^coalitioii, as given in 1 




letter to the Duke of WeUington: 
“ The principal gentlemen, the magis- 
trates, the corporation, and the old 
freemen, amounting to between two 
hundred and three hundred, I found 
prompt to face the mob, on whom Mr. 
James (the Radical) has relied hitherto, 
and continues to rely, for success. 
Mr. Howard, junior, of Corby Castle, 
had some of the freemen, and a consi- 
derable majority of newly-enfranchised 
statesmen, &c. It remained with Mm 
whether myself or James should suc- 
ceed. My friends thought the insults 
Howard had received from James, fol- 
lowing Ms professed hatred of Radi- 
calism, and the high feelings of his 
family, would prevent a coalition. They 
were mistaken. It took place, ana 
from that time my success was impos- 
sible. All I could do was to insist on 
the two members confessing this coali- 
tion, as the only condition on which I 
would withdraw. They did so. The 
ground of failure was established, and 
the WMg influence lowered, by the 
alliance.” 

mm 
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' and some of the local gentry and higher class of trades- 
men were with him ; but among the townsmen generally 
there was a high-pressure Liberalism which flaunted the 
tricolor as its symbol. Malcolm said that “ a worse or 
more desperate set did not exist in England but this 
was only the language of the Toryism of the day, and 
meant httle more than that the Radicals were triumphant. 
He was, of coirrse, called upon for pledges ; but he refused 
to give any, whilst he freely declared his sentiments, 
mixed good-humoredly with people of all ranks, and 
attained some personal popularity even among those who 
were resolute to vote against him. If^they could not 
concur in his opinions, they could at all events appreciate ^ 
his manliness of character, and laugh at his jokes. 

So Malcolm returned to Burnfoot— not at all crest- 
-fallen, scarcely even disappointed— to spend there a few 
q^uiet days, and then again to^immerse himself in business 
from which, whether in Parliament orient of Parhament, 
nothing could ever induce him to detach^himself so long 
as he believed that his work would be serviceable to his 
country. HeBpraatiasiOhristmas — the last he was ever 
to spend — -with Lady Malcolm, at IHastings. But early 
in the new year he was again in London — again with the 
oar in his hand. “I am working day and night,” he 
wrote to his brother Charles, from the Oriental Club, on 
the 25th of January, “ to bring out my volume on the 

Indian Administration . . And ‘then Warfield and 

‘Lord Clive.’ L am half ruined with completing my 
house, and putting the estate in order ; but it is my resi- 
dence for hfe, and the concern, I take care, shall neither 
hurt any person living, nor those who come after me.” 
He was dwelling at this time in “ a small lodgmg” in* 
Prince’s-street, Hanover-square ; but he had becomcf as 
he wrote to Ms brother, “ quite reconciled to personal 


privaftms.” He was living in the^future- 


-dreaming of 


■m 
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tte happy home at W where he was to end hia 
days, an unambitious country gentleman,* surrounded 
by his family and his books, in the peaceful enjoyment ** 
of lettered retirement and domestic love. Alas, for the 
vanity of human hopes and human wishes ! 

I am drawing to the end of my story. Throughout 
the months of Eebruary and March, Sir John Malcolm 
was assiduously employed in the completion of his work 
on the Administration of India, and dn the collection 
and arrangement of information which might otherwise 
contribute to the elucidtyiiion o| the great question which 
was then before the Grovemment, and would soon be 
before the ^Parliament of the country. 'The future con- 
stitution of the East India Company was to be determined 
— the extent of its powers and privileges to be defined. 
Commercial monopolies had become odious to the people, 
and the exclusive trade with China- — the last remnant of 
the Company’s rjei^antlle' privileges— was now about to 
be sacrificed fb the Grenius of Eefonm. Such a sacrifice 
was the inevitable result of the social progress of the last 
twenty years. No writing — no speaking ; not all the 
books and pamphlets, all the public lectures and popular 
addresses ; all the efforts of hired or volunteer scribes 
and orators could save the doomed monopoly. But not 
the less gallant on that account was the stand chat was 
made for its preservation. And Sir John Malcolm, who 
looked upon the attempt to overthrow the East India 
Company, . in its capacity of a mercantile corporation, as 
a part of the general scheme of destructiveness which had , 
been mapped out by the rampant Radicalism of a deluded 




* “ My mansion being 
of eomplkion,” he wrote to the Duke 
Northnmberknd, on the 8th of Ee- 
brnam,“ I leare town in April, and in 
an effort to perform well, during Uie 



remainder of life, the duties of a 
country gentleman, I do belioTc that I 
shall be of UB much, ff not more, use 
thm in any otilier position in such 
times.” f 

■ ■■ v " . - ' • . , 






bOU THE END. 

^people, was prepared in. tMs conjuncture to place himself 
at the head of the Gonservative army. 

But a greater leveller— a more destructive agent than 
this Genius of Reform — ^was now abroad in the land. ' 
'I'xie spring of 1833 is still remembered sorrowfully by 
thousands of English families. The Cholera — then a 
strange and mysterious visitor— had appeared amongst us 
in the preceding year. But early in 1833, an epidemic 
of the true English type committed greater ravages, es- 
pecially in the metropolis, than the pestilence which had 
swept over us from the East. jThe Influenza was filling 
our houses with mourning, and robing*our people in 
black. It attacked Sir John Malcolm. 7* I ^ confined 
to the house with a bad cold,” he wrote, onthe 22nd of 
Eebruary. “By the 15th of March, I shall publish my 
volume on the Administration of India, and then go 
to Berkshire and bother myself as little as possible with 
either Indian or other politics, beySnd the active per- 
formance of my duties as a country geiTtleman, which 
ere long may, as the supporter of loyalty, order, and re- 
ligion, be one of the most important stations of the 
country. I hear the plans for India have been propounded. 

I know not what they are — ^but conclude the Company 
will be driven to the wall. If they do not make a good 
battle, I shall desert them.” 

A few days after the specified date, the volume on the 
Government of India was published ; but its publication 
brought little or no relief to Sir John Malcolm. He did 
not then think that his work was done. In the conflict 
which had commenced between the Crown Government 
and the East India Company he was willing to take an 
active part. The Company were glad, indeed, to secure „ 
the services of such an ally; and Malcolm, knowing thip,t 
much was expected from his coadjutancy, gave himl^elf 
again tp this neif toil in his old*anstinting way ; *and with 
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a willing spirit, in spite of the weakness of the flesh , pre-* 
pared to place himself in the van to resist the contem- 
plated usurpations of the Government.* He was in 
constant communication with the chief functionarie^of 
the India House, especially with Mr. Melvillf — assidu- 
ous in the collection and arrangement of facts, the pro- 
duction of which might be serviceable at such a time.J 
In the latter part of March, the intentions of the Govern- 
ment with respect to the East India Company and their 
privileges were divulged. The commercial privileges of 
the Company were to cease, but$he territorial government 
of India was stif l to remain in its hands. It was necessary 
that with as little delay as possible the Ministerial propo- 
sals should be brought before the Proprietary body. The 
Court of Directors, after much consideration and much 
discussion, had determined on their acceptance, and re- 
commended this course to the Proprietors. A Special 
General Court was* convened for the discussion of the 
question on tffe 15th of April. It was concerted at the 


^ Writing on the 30th of March 
to Mr. Melvill, Malcolm said : ** The 
more I look into the subjects the more 
I take alarm at the arbitrary course 
of the Board of Control. Mr. Grant 
means to ride over you, mounted upon 
his war-horse Excitement — dam by 
Jealousy, own brother to Ignorance 
and to violence. The former horse is 
still in high repute. The latter known 
to be very steady, but apt to bolt.” 
In another letter, Malcolm wrote: 
“ My house will be furnished about 
the 1st of May for my family. I go in 
on the 6th of April. Thaii God, we 
shall be all together at last. But the 
concern has half ruined me. I shall 
show gentlemen I can live quiet ; and I 
have a right to do so. I am quite aware 
I -mbandon all influence ; but having 
mad® mv last effort to stem innovation 
and raslfiiessin Indian concerns, I shall 
quit with a clear conscience.” 


t Kow Sir James Cosmo Melvill, 

E.G.B. 

I It would be of great use,” he 
wrote to Mr. Melvill, “ if, besides the 
eneral and important points on whicli 
shall look to you for aid, you could 
get some one of your mates to prepare 
a dissection ^ of the actual branches 
of business in the departments— the 
numbers employed at home and abroad, 
from governors to porters ; the annual 
vacancies; the duties of the Directors 
in detail; the allotment of your spa- 
cious buildings; the convenie;aoe of 
your present position for your actual 
duties; the mixed business in offices, 
&c., &c. If the said mate made out 
this in a coEciseiform, it would afford 
excellent data^for some words upon 
the details of *their measure, and the 
probable mode of their operation in 
the constitutior^Sf the Court/’ 

» • 


"India House that at this Court a series of uEesolutious 
should be brought forward, expressira of the opinion of 
the Proprietors, that if Parliament should .consider it ex- 
pedient that the administration of India should be kept 
in the hands of the Cconpany divested of their commer- 
cial character, the Company should not shrink from the 
undertaking, ‘^provided that powers be reserved to enable 
the Company efficiently to administer the Government, 
and that their pecuniary rights and claims be adjusted 
upon the prindple of fair and liberal compromise.” 

It jvas expedient th^t these resolutions should be 
moved by a proprietor .of high positiofi and large in- 
fluence— a maa whose very name would be sufficient 
guarantee that the proposals of Government might be 
accepted with honor to the Company and with advan- 
tage to the people of .India. It was conceived that Sir 
John Malcolm was the one of all others, the prestige of 
whose career, and the reputafron whose character, 
would most surely secure for the Eesolufions the favor- 
able consideration of the Proprietary body ; and he was 
invited, therefore, to move them. He was not one to 
shrink from the task, and his consent was easily ob- 
tained. But he was in a very unfit state to make any 
such exertion; and as the day approached, it became 
more ahd more apparent that the sick-room, and not the 
crowded Court, was the place to which Sir John Mal- 
colm ought to betake himself in the then enfeebled state 
of his lieaMi. But it was represented to him that the 
loss of his expected aid would he severely felt in such 
an emergency; and his friends at the India House be- 
sought him to go down to Leadenhall-street on the ap- 
pointed day, if only to move the Eesolutions, without 
taking part in the debate. „ 

It was imprudent to go — ^but he went. He rose fi’om 
his sickbed and went down td Leacbnhall-street, girding 
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Mmself up for a great effort, wken he ought to haw been 
quietly nursing himself at home. The meeting of Bro- 
prietors -was unusually large and unusually excited. Men * 
little accustomed to swell hy their presence that 0|;di- 
narily lethargic assembly, now entered the Court-room 
with graTC and earnest faces, expressive of a deep sense 
of the importance of the occasion. .All felt that their 
very existence, as a corporate body, was threatened; that 
a great and perhaps destructive change was impending; 
and some believed that they had now to contend for the 
preservation of their property, no less than fcr their 
future privileges and powers. 

Aifter the usual routine-work had been gone through, 
a long, elaborate, and very able minute, by that great 
bulwark of the Oompany, Mr. Tucker, was read in Court; 
and then Sir John Malcolm rose to move the Eesolutions 
which had been placed in his hands. After alluding, in 
terms of high commendation, to Mr. Tucker’s dissent, 
and speaking^of the importance of the question before 
the Court, he briefly referred to his own personal expe- 
riences, “I speak not,” he said, “ as a mere theorist, 
but as one who is guided by experience, for I have been 
in the Company’s service horn a boy. I have served 
nearly fifty years; and having seen much of India, I can 
safely declare that the records of the Company afford but 
a faint picture of the difficulties which attend the proper 
government of that empire.” He spoke then of these 
difficulties — of the manner in which they had been over- 
come; of our proud position in India; of the benefits , 
which England derived from her Indian Empire, and of 
the dangers which threatened to undermine our power. 
Then he dwelt upon the necessity of cEffition in treating 
so large a question — ^^of considering it in all its lesser as 
well .as its greater bearings. “ We must keep in mind,” 
he said, “ the wisq observation of Edmund Eutfke. ‘I 
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'have lost all opinion,’ said that great orator, ‘ of your 
swaggermg majors, having ever found the truth lurk 
in the httle minors of circumstances.”’ 

JSe then adverted to the negotiations which had taken 
place between his Majesty’s Ministers and the Court of 
Directors, and to the papers which had been published 
on the subject, “If the negotiation takes the turn wbicli 
I hope it will,” he continued, “ I am of opinion that the 
Court of Directors will still continue to be a strong, inde- 
pendent, intermediate body between his Majesty’s Mi- 
nistersrand India. If that point is admitted, it. will be 
easy to settle and arrange all the rest.” IJe then entered 
into the details of the ^question— the points at issue be- „ 
tween the Company and the Government ; foremost 
among which was the matter of the^ trade with China. 

Of this he spoke as of something which it was desirable, 
but which, in the existing tamper of the times, it was 
barely possible, to retain, and adde(f : * 


“I will not enter into all the probable consequences of tbe 
• opening of this trade— -I will not now discuss whether the mer- 
chants engaged in it will reap profit or loss — only state a few 
leading facts, which tend to make me regret that the proposed 
change is to take place at all; because I think, in the first place, 
that it is^ nearly impossible for the Company to conduct the poli- 
tical government of India without the assistance derived from the 
trade ; and secondly, because it furnishes a sure and certain remit- 
tance to this country, out of which the dividends of the pro- 
prietors and the annual stipends and pensions of the ofl3.cers and 
servants of the Company are paid.” 


Then he dwelt upon that great and most imperative 
fact— the necesisity of some barrier between India and „ 
the influences of Party at home, saying : 

ff 


'"'■'a' '• ''''t' '' "" * 

^ Again I repent, that India refj^uires a strong G(?v'ernment, 

■' ^ ■■ ■" m ' r ' 
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conducted by men who will face calumny, and whose only fear* 
is the disapprobation of their own conscience. These persons, 
however, require efficient protection in England; and it is on 
this as well as on other grounds that I have formed my decided 
opinion, confirmed by long experience, that India cannot be p»e- 
served in prosperity unless there exists a strong intermediate 
body between that empire and the throne.” 

Upon this necessity he dwelt earnestly and emphati- 
cally, pointing out the evils that resulted from the 
absence of anything like an Indian public in England, 
and dwelling upon the adyanta^es that would aris§ from 
the existence of an Indian constituency in England, with 
power to rejjurn members to Parliament 

‘‘Public opinion/V he said, “ I afErm, in all its shapes — from 
the clamor of a multitude to its most calm and rational expression 
—is now all potent in England, and unless there is a body of men 
connected by common interests, common feelings, and common 
ties, who derive respecffrom their condition and character, if not 
from number, arfayed to defend India, I shall feel slight hopes 
ns to the long continuance of that empire in health and prosperity, 

I shall here state my sentiments on this subject, to which I have 
given the greatest attention. I have been long satisfied that it is 
indispensable there should be an Indian public in England— 

I mean a body who take a deep interest in Indian affairs, and 
whose duties and privileges connect them by higher motives than 
the ties of pecuniary concerns with our Eastern Empire. I see 
no better mode in which such a body can be formed than by 
adding Ii:\dia bondholders, who have the same interest in the 
prosperity of India, to the stockholders, and forming them into a 
constituency, who, besides electing Directors, may return some 
members to Parliament, chosen from persons with specified (|uali- 
fications, who will not only represent the interests of India, but 
give strength to an intermediate Government. I will not dwel 
on this subject: I have expressed my opinioil upon it in the 
HQuse of Commons; I have published them in a recent work on 
the Goiernment of India ; I will only assert that, at this moment, 
there is b5rough with thousand inh^itants and three 





*1 


606 


THE BHD.. 


Jbundred ten-pound houaes - which has escaped Schedule A, that 
has notits local interests, itS: petty corporation,, and its constables, ; 
better defended against attack or calumny than the: vast popula- 
tion of India, and the thousands of public, servants and British 
regents in that distant- quarter: of the. globe.” 


It was not, lie said, on the comparatively narrow- 
grounds of commerce or of -wealth that he pleaded the 
cause of India to representation and protection ; it was 
to enable England to discharge the awful, obligation of 
governing a hundred millions of human beings. That 
was tl^ one great subject of consideration; that alone 
had actuated the Directors of the East India Company 
in their negotiations with his Majesty’s Ministers. “And,” 
he added, “I should despise myself if any lesser con- 
siderations weighed for a moment against what has been 
my -object, as an humble individual', through life — the 
promotion of the happiness and prosperity of the people 
of India.” ' f ; 

And -with that he moved the Resolutions; and then sate 
down, or rather sunk down, in his place. He had spoken 
for two hours; and though, the deep iuterest which he 
took in the subject; and the conviction that' he was lis- 
tened to with favor by a large proportion of his hearers, 
had sustained him throughout what ia his enfeebled 
state of ‘health was a great effort and a sore trial, to him, 
it was obvious, as he proceeded with his address, that the 
little factitious strength which he had forced^ into his 
service was failing him, and that it was only by a reso- 
lute exercise of the -will that he was enabled to deliver 
the (hosing passages of his speech. But the exertion was 
very painful, and when he sate do-wn he fainted away. 

He, returned feome— weary, exhausted; but with the 
proud satisfaction of having done his best in a good 
cause. The dej^ate was resumed on. the following day, 
and M|lcolm, tough but little recovered. fro£a hcs. fatigue. 
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and in a most ■uncertain state. of: laealtli, -was stili to be* 
seen in tbe Court of Proprietors. He took little part in 
tbe discussion; probably, indeed, would have said no- 
tHng, if Ms old antagonist, Sir Harford Jones, bad npt- 
asked him -whetber be liad moved tbe Resolutions of tbe 
previous day in consequence of any communication with 
tbe Crown Ministers— a question wbicb be emphatically 
answered in tbe negative. On the IStb; tbe 19tb, and 
tbe 22nd,. tbe Court reassembled; and on tbe last of 
these days, Malcolm spoke briefly in defence of tbe Reso- 
lutions. On tbe 23rd, tbg Cou:^ met again; and qntbe 
25tb the debate« was concluded, but it does not'appear 
that on eithp ol those days Malcolm wasnn Leadenball- 
street. The excitement, the fati^xe; and the exposure 
to the inclement spring weather, bad brought on a return 
of his complaint. I regret to say,” he wrote to Sir 
Roderick (then Mr.) Murchison, “ that I am quite un- 
able to attend tbe'.c&Ttnmlttde* to-day; having bad a re- 
lapse, from going out, of this vile influenza ; but I shall, 
if abve, be with you on the 27 th instant.” But he was 
not able to fulfil his intention. His constitution was 
more shattered than he believed. 

It was sorely against the wishes of his family that Sir 
John Malcolm, throughout all the sickly spring of 1833, 
had continued to lead a laborious life in London, instead 
of seeking, as he was repeatedly ■urged to do, temporary 
relaxation and change of air at; a- mild watering-place. 
Lady Malcolm had been compelled, by the state of her 
health, to spend, the winter and spring at Hastings, and 
there she continually besought Sir John to join her. '’He 
had never ceased to wish that he could obey, without 
self-reproach, the affectionate summons, bt* a strong sense 
of j)ublic duty had kept him a prisoner in the metropolis; 

^ ^ Q£ Geo^rapMcal Bociety. 
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'and even when the India-Honse debates were at an end, 
he was unwilling to leave the scene until the issue of the 
contest was declared,* or so long as there was the least 
chance of doing any good by his presence. But this re- 
newed attack of illness, whilst it rendered more earnest 
the remonstrances of his friends, awakened him to a sense 
of the improvidence of thus wasting his strength, perhaps 
his life ; and he consented to leave London. He had 
before disguised from his wife the real state of his health, 
making light of his ailments, and alleging that he was 
quite giqual to his work. ^ But jaow he felt that it would 
be folly and unkindness any longer to congeal that, if not 
seriously ill, he at least required nursing ; so made his 
arrangements to spend! a few quiet weeks at Hastings. 

On the morning of the 28 th, he left Prince’s-street, 
in good spirits at the thought of so soon again seeing 
his wife and daughters. But he had scarcely reached , 
Charing-cross, when that tremenddus^ visitation which 
strikes down so many in the full exercise df their powers, 
and turns the vigor of manhood into the helplessness of 
the child, descended upon Sir John Malcohn. He had 
directed that his carriage should stop at the coach-office 
in order that some inquiries might be made about the 
places which he had taken in the stage, f The servant 
opened'- the door, and was about to ask for his orders, 
when he saw that his master had sunk down from the 
seat, and was lying insensible at the bottom of the car- 
riage. Dismayed by the fearful sight, he gave orders for 
^ an immediate return, at the utmost possible speed, to 
Prince’s-street. Medical advice was summoned. It was 

* A ballot had beefl called for at the f He had taken places in the stage- 

end of the debate, and this had been coach to Hastings; but intended to 
fixed for the. 3rd of May. The fate of proceed as far as Bromley or &^n 
Sir Jolm Malcolm’s j^esolntions were Oaks in his own carriage. « * 
therefore undecided u^til that date. „ • • 
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at once pronounced that Sir John Malcolm had been* 
stricken by paralysis. 

Expresses were sent to Lady Malcolm ^t Hastings, 

» and to Sir Alexander Campbell (Malcolm’s son-in-law) 
at Teddington, George Malcolm, his only son, was then 
with his regiment in Ireland. With all the rapidity 
possible, in times when the railway was in its infancy and 
the electric telegraph was not, they whom Malcolm most 
loved hastened to Ms bedside. It was a sad sight to see 
him ; he was incapable of articulation, incapable of intel- 
ligible gesture; and yet it wls .-plain that his miud was 
unclouded, thatg,he was eager to communicate with them ; 
but all meipns of communication were 'denied. Most 
distressing was this to the sufferer; most distressing to 
* the loving hearts b^ which he was surrounded. Day 
after day passed, and still no improvement. His wife 
and son kept watch by him night and day; his brother 
Gilbert, who hadlcdme ’up from his country parsonage 
on receiving intelligence of Sir John’s seizure, was fre- 
quent in his visits to the bedside, frequent in his Chris- 
tian ministrations, earnest in his prayers. Erom the re- 
ception of the Sacrament and from the Holy Scriptures 
which were read to him, the sick man seemed to derive a 
blessed consolation ; and he joined in voiceless prayer 
with Ms brother. 

He remained in tMs state for about ten days, utterly 
helpless, unable to articulate, unable to make Mmself 
understood by signs or gestures. This was an especial 
,, source of trouble to all around him, for it was evident 
that there was some one thing regarding which he most 
earnestly desired to be informed— -something that was 
^ pressing heavily on his mind. The 3rd of May, on which 
Malcolm’s Resolutions were to be put to the ballot at the 
Indih ^[ouse, had come and passed, and he was eager to 
know thefresult. ffis actfte mind, still rmclouded, still 
-■ V0L..1I. 2 B ® * • 








• dwelling as ever oil piiMc affairs, ceased not eve^ 

sad hour, wlien it seemed as tliougli tte voice wliicli liad 

so recenk risen loud and earnest in debate was now 
stai for ever, to take the deepest interest in the issue of 
the contest. To be so cut off atsueb a time feom all coin- 
mumcation with the outer world, was indeed a sore triaL ^ 
He exhibited from first to last uncommon sweetness of 
temper, but there evidently was some hidden source of 

distress. What it was no one knew, until suddenlyut , 

occurred to Lady Malcolm to mention the result of the 

ballolf at the India Hovse, and then there was an imme- 
diate change in Ms manner. He snbsnjed at once into 
a state of visible content ; the smiM of viojory was on 

When he had remained in tMs state for some ten or 
twelve days, he began, contrary to the expectation of aU 
around him, to rally, and he M some measure reco- 
vered Ms speech. From that time Ms improvement 

was great and rapid, and hope again ented the ^ 

beaite of the watchers hy his bedside. So striking, in- 
deei waa' tSe change,- and such encouraging symptoms 
were apparent iu the third week;o£ May, that the family 
sent out cards expressive of thanks to the numerous in- 
quirers who had flocked during his illness to Sir John 
Malcolm’s door. Troops of friends had come every day 

withanxious faces to learn for themselves the bulletm of 

the sick-room. Among these were many of the magnates 
of the land. The Duke of Wellington never failed m 
Ms-daily visit of inquiry, and was deeply disa,ppointed , 
that the inexorable mandate of the physician forbade Mm 
to appear at the bedside of Ms friend. -e . i 

But all th£se fevorable symptoms wMch mannested 

themselves in the early part of the month, disappeared 

„■ ■ ■ . 

* Tkevoteswex^-JiifaTorofSir JoyEMalcoIm’sResQlutiop^ 
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towards tlie end of it. On tlae 25th of May— up to which * 
period the patient’s improvement was so striking that he ' 
had once or twice been taken out for a little carriage 
exercise, and preparations were being made, in a hopeM 
spirit, to remove him to Warfield — the fond expectations 
ofhis family were dissipated. It is supposed that, having 
been taken out on that day, although an extremely un- 
genial one, by the special direction of his chief medical 
attendant, the keen air smote him, and that the shock 
was greater than his shattered constitution could sustain. 
All the worst symptoms of his Hialady reappeared’ and 
from that time Be never rallied. 

He suffered greatly, but he was, brave and gentle in 
his suffering; and the love and gratitude which he could 
not speak, were wriljen upon his dying face. The con- 
tinual presence of his beloved wife, who in that hour of 
trial was strong beyond, hep wonted strength, and who 
forgot her own^srffferings whilst she ministered to Ms, 
was an unfailing solace tO the last. When his hand was 
clasped in hers he was content. But human love could 
only cheer the few hours that were left to him ; no skill 
of man or tenderness of woman could arrest the great 
change that was approaching. 

On the 30th of May, there came tidings to Prince’s- 
street that the mansion at Warfield was at last com- 
pleted; that it was ready for the reception of the family. 
How earnestly had Malcolm looked forward to this hour 
— ^how strenuously had he exerted himself to hasten it — ■ 
how fondly had he hoped beneath that roof to dose rhis 
eyes upon the world for ever! But it was not to be. 
There was another mansion— one of many prepared for 
diim — and on that very day, soon after tte news came 
from Warfield, Sfr John Malcolm, it is permitted to us to 
hope, passed ii:^to Ms Father’s house, and ^as at rest. 
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^ He was buried very privately; only tbe members_ of 
bk immediate family followed Mm to the grave, wMcb 
had been prepared for him m the vaults of St. James s 
Church, Piccadilly. But many were aimous to mark, in 
the most enduring manner, their sense of his high deserts. 
While the body of Sir John Malcolm yet lay in the 
humble lodging wherein he died, some of the most dis- 
tinmiished of his friends met together, and took counsel 
Sdtg the best means of doing honor to his memory ; 

and the noble statue by Chantrey, in Westminster Abbey, 
remains to declare the result. ' , 

Nor was th^s the only monument which marks en- 
■duringly the respect and admiration of his countrymen. ^ 
More than two years after Sir John Malcolm’s death, the , 
hill which overlooks the town of Lgnghohn was covered 
with a moving multitude of people. Thousands of all 
classes— the Border gentry, fhe, tradesmen and manufac- 
turers of the town, the plaided shepherds of Teviot— 
were toiling on a September 'morning up that steep 
mountain-side, to see laid the first stone of a lofty obehs , 
which the inhabitants of his own native county were 
about to erect to the memory of one of whose reputation 
they were so justly proud. Sir James Graham had come 

* This momiment, which was erected 
by subscriptions raised in England 
without any public notification, bears 
ihe following inscription : ^ 

In memory of MAJOR-uEisEiiAii die 
John Maicolm, G.C.B., &c., bom at 
Bumfoot of Esk, Dumfries-sHre, l7o9, 
diecTin Loiidon, 1833, employed confi- 
dentially in those important wars and 
negotiations which established Bntisii 
supremacy in India. By the indefati- 
gable and well-directed exertions^ of 
. those extraordinary mental andphysical 
powers with which Providence had en- 
dowed him, he became alike distin- 


guished as a statesman, a warrior, and 
a man of letters 5 disinterested, liberal, 
and hospitable ; warm in his affections, 
and frank in Ms manners ; the admirer 
and patron of merit. Ho less zealous 
during the whole of his arduous and 
eventful career, for the welfare of the 
natives of the East, than for tlie ser- 
vices of his own country, his^ memory 
is cherished by grateful millions ; his 
kme lives in the history of nations. 
This statue has been erected by thc^ 
friends whom, he had acquired by his 
splendid talents, eminent publi«r ser- 
vices, and private virtues. ^ 
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from Netherby to lay tlie foundation of tbe monument,, 
and the ceremony was performed with masonic honbrs. 
For many a distant mile the pillar may now be seen, 
“grand against the sky.” Symbolising Malcolm’s career, 
it rises from the heather, and looks across the Border far 
into the grey distance.* ** 

But Sh’ John Malcolm has made for himself a monu- 
ment more enduring than that carved from the freestone 
of his native hills. He needed neither statue nor column 
to perpetuate his memory. History will do that for him. 
In the annals of our In^an Eippire, no name mofe fre- 
quently occurs, ^r is more honorably mentioned, than that, 
of Sir John, Malcolm. y 

What he did, I have endeavoured to show j what ho 
was may, I trust, be fairly gathered from this story of his. 
life. To sum up Bis character at the close of it, is to 


* Tho moEument on ^angliolnkHill 
bears the following inscription : 

** The first stone of. this Obelisic was 
laid on the 16th day of September, 
1835, by the llight Hon. Sir James 
Graham, Baronet, of Netherby, Grand 
Master of the Cuinberlaiid^ Lodge of 
Preemasons, accompanied, in proces- 
sion, by tlie Brethren of several Ma- 
sonic Lodges, and by some thousands 
of spectators, from both sides of the 
neighbouring Border. 

"" The work was executed, according 
to the designs of Bobert Howe, Esq., 
by a company ofMasons of Langholm, 
who finished it in less than a year. 

In honour of Majoe-Geneual SiK 
John Malcolm, born alT Burnfoot in 
1769, Grand Cross of the Most Honor- 
able Military Order of theBath, Knight 
of the Persian Order of the Lion and 
Sun, E.E.S., &o., &c., erected by his 
countrymen the men of Eskdale, with 
the aid of other friends, whom he ac- 
quired, in the course of an active and 
even'^faljife, by his private virtues, his 


splendid talents, and his eminent public 
services. 

Confidentially employed in th e East, 
from his youth, in the highest political 
and military affairs, by the indemtigablo 
exertion of those extraordinary mental’ 
and physical powers with which Prot 
vidence had endowed him, he became 
alike distinguished in the arts of wan- 
and of goTemment, in letters and in 
arms, and, at the same time, no man 
was more liberal in appreciating and 
bringing forward merit in others, whilst 
in the intercourse of private life he 
was the oniament and delight of every 
society. 

“ During the whole of his arduous 
and honorable career in the service^ of 
Ms own country, having exerted him- 
self with no less zeal to improve the 
condition and promote the happiness 
of the natives of India, wMlst his fame 
lives in the h^tory of nations, his 
memory is cherished in the hearts of 
grateful millions.” 
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'repeat mucli that has been already written. I have 
labbred to little purpose if the reader has not learnt that 
John Malcolm was eminently a man, manly; a man 
upon a large scale. ’Nature made him for a hero. Of 
alf the celebrated men who have contributed to build up 
the great edifice of our Indian Empire, he was the one 
most lavishly endowed with natural gifts. His physical 
advantages were, indeed, pre-eminent. In any age, and 
in any country, they would have excited the admiration 
of his fellows. He was formed in an athletic mould. 
Of a stature far above t|ie conjinon race of men, with a 
well-developed frame, a fine face, and a frank, open coun- 
tenance, he seemed made for vigorous action,, A robust 
constitution and an unfailing flow of animal spirits en- 
abled him to turn these physical advantages to the best 
account ; and it seldom happened thSt he was prevented, 
either by bodily languor or depression of mind, from 
giving firee scope to his intelleetiial fictfvity. 

Although I believe that Malcolm owSd much of his 
success in life to this pre-eminent possession of the 7mm 
mna m eorpore 8<mo, there is nothing in this, rightly 
considered, to lower our estimate of his intellectual and 
moral qualities. But we can never truly estimate either 
what a man does, or what a man is, without taking 
largely into consideration this matter of physical organisa- 
tion. Malcolm was, as I have said, made for action; 
and he was active almost beyond example. Movement 
was a law of his nature. The healthy mind would have 
been far less serviceable to mankind than it was, without 
the Healthy body ; but the healthy body could have done 
little or nothing without the healthy mind. It was the rare 
combination of the two which made him almost a man mi 
generis. Indeed, I do not know an example out of the 
regions of rom 5 ,nce in which so many remarkable«qflali- 
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ties, generally supposed to be antagonistic, ■were com-, 
bined in the same person. It is no small thing to cope 
■with a tiger in the jungle ; it is no small thing to dra'w 
up an elaborate state paper; it is no small thing to write 
the history O’f a nation; it is no small thing to conddct 
to a successful issue a difficult negotiation at a foreign 
court ; it is no small thing to lead an army to ■victory : 
and I think it may with truth be said, that he who could 
do all these things with such brilliant success as Sir John 
Malcolm, was a very remarkable man in a very remark- 
able age. , _ 

It may be doubted as a general rule whether the union 
in the same ^person of many remarkable qualities is con- 
ducive either to the extent or the |)ermanence of his re- 
putation. The numerous and varied successes of such a 
man as Sir John Mhlcolm jostle and dwarf each other, 
and have a distracting effect upon the public mind. It 
is commonly said t)f '’a nJan" so gifted that he would have 
been held in repute as an eminent author, if he had not 
been a great soldier; or that he would have been 
esteemed as a great soldier, if he had not been a great 
diplomatist and a great administrator. And it is really 
so common to turn the very largeness and overflow of a 
man’s gifts to his disadvantage, that I believe he often 
contracts his reputation in the world’s eye by that 
which, if there were no envy and no jealousy, no bitter- 
ness and no malice among us, would immeasurably 
extend it. The mathematician’s reduotio ad ahmrdwm 
— “ a part greater than the whole, which is impossible”"— 
is practically held in high esteem by the world, wh6n it 
sits in judgment upon the merits of such a man as Sir 
John Malcolm. But no one who does* not take into 
account all that he- did in the closet, in the council- 
chaihber and in the field, and comprehep.d in one view 
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tlie aggregate of Hs acliievements, can say how really 
grelthe was. 

But although it was in this remarkable union of many 
qualities that he differed chiefly from his cotemporaries, 
he had other undeniable claims to take a foremost 
place among them. He had talents for active life rarely 
excelled. His executive powers were of the highest 
order ; for his energies never failed, his sagacity was 
seldom clouded, and he had in a rare degree the faculty 
of conciliating and enlisting men into Ms service, and 
rendei;ing even stubborn^ circmnstances obedient to his 
will. His honesty of purpose and his gjjodness of heart 
invited the gefteral confidence which contributed so 
largely to his success. Men of all classes and all charac- 
ters— from the king upon his throne to the poor ryut in 
his mud hut, or the savage Bheel in the Jungle — ^felt that 
he was one to be trusted, and that they were safe in his 
hands. Ho man was ever mofe-Belofed by the natives of 
India, or more successful in his dealings Vith them. A 
quarter of a century has passed away since he shook the 
dust of India off his feet for ever, but Ms name is still a 
household word in the mouths of the people. 

If I were asked in what he chiefly excelled, I should 
say in the art of governing men in a rude state of society. 
It waslo his simplicity and manliness of character that 
he principally owed his extraordinary dominion over 
the minds of the natives of India. His unpremeditated 
sallies were more effective than the artifices and con- 
trivances of other men. It was not Malcolm’s system, 
but 'Malcolm Mmself that achieved so muqh. Other 
English gentlemen have made for themselves great 
names in India? but no one, perhaps, ever impressed his 
individuality so strongly on the minds of the people ^s 
John Malcolm-jSahib. They spoke — and there are '"old 
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men wlio still speak- — of what he said, and what he did, 
and how he looked, and love to recall his familiar image. 
Time was when any member of his family might have ^ 
passed safely, imder the escort of a single man, through 
places where others would have required the proteclion 
of a company of soldiers. 

That he made for himself so enduring a place in the 
hearts of the people is to be attributed, for the most part, 
to his accessibility. His doors were always open, and to 
high and low he was equally affable. — nay, genial in his 
manner. He was altogether above the littleness of 
official exclusiveness and reserve. He gave himself no 
airs. He^was not the slave of forms and precedents. If 
a timely joke would answer hiS purpose better than a 
Government regulation, he made the joke and left the 
code on the shelf.' In a word, he gave full scope to the 
honest impulses of a noble nature ; and if he was not, in 
some respects, l3ie''model'’ of an official man, I, for one, 
think the better of him- 

Tor no man was more devoted to the public service, 
no man worked with a larger zeal, with more unweary- 
ing energy, or with a more absolute disregard of self. In 
his duty prompt at every call, he passed from one pro- 
vince, or from one country to another, thinking as little 
of his personal ease as of his personal interest, and giving 
himself up unstintingly and unwearyingly to the work 
in hand, until he had brought it to a successful issue. 
Whatsoever he undertook to do, he did with a full heart 
and a full brain. He identified himself with his public ^ 
duties, and gave full measure overflowing of ser^ce to 
the State ; and he could never have done what he did if 
he had been in any wise a formalist, or,had shrunk from 
^ei'sonal responsibility. The duties upon Ivhich he was 
elhpjoyed were mostly of an exceptional character, and 


performed them in his own way, making rather 
examples for others than following existing official pat- 
terns. And every Grovernor-G-eneral -under whom he 
served knew well the worth of such service. 

An d it was not only because he was sure to do his 
work promptly and effectually that he was so trusted by 
statesmen of different views and different characters, but 
because the honor of his country was always safe in his 
keeping. He never jeopardised the good faith of the 
nation. He made himself and his Government respected 
at every foreign Court to^ whiclj. he was commissioned. 
It was known that he was firm and resolute; that he was 
one not to be overreached; that subterfuges and evasions 
would avail nothing with him ; but it was known also 
that he was a man thoroughly to be trusted, that Mal- 
colm’s word once given the promise ■\f ould never be re- 
tracted or the pledge evaded ; and there was not a native 
prince or a native statesman In 'Indfa ;who would not 
rather, when their own or their country’s interests were 
at stake, negotiate with him than with men of a more 
yielding charactesr. He was wholly incapable of any 
kind of trickery-, and4h^ could appreciate his honesty 
and truth, although they could not imitate his example. 

In all that he did, whether for his country or for him- 
self, this «pure sense of honor was conspicuous. He rose 
to high official station, without the commission of a single 
act, or the utterance of a single word, that he could desire 
to be unrecorded. It is true that he made his own way 
^ in the world; that he did not forget what was due to 
himself, and unreservedly asserted Ms claims when he 
thought that they were disregarded. But this is only 
to say that he took to himself the motto of the most 
chivalrous of men, and inscribed upon his good sword- 
the words, Aut^mam invemam cmt faciam. Hocdid 
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carve Ms way to fortune, but openly and honestly, ant 
before the world. He fairly asserted his own rights, 
but he resorted to no covert intrigues to secure them. ” 
It is no small proof, indeed, of the pmity of Ms inten- 
tions, the honesty of Ms endeavours, and the worlM- 
ness of the means he employed, that at every step of his 
career he desired that an ample record should be kept of 
the circumstances attending his advancements. Copies 
of all his letters relating to Ms preferment were carefully 
preserved; and he greatly desired that Ms friends should 
be umreservedly acquaiijjed with their contents. , 

Such were some of the more prominent traits of the 
public chmacter of Sir John Malcolm. His private 
virtues have been largely illusfrated in the preceding 
pages; but only those who knew him well, and were 
continually in his Society, can duly measure their extent. 
He was, in the largest sense of the words, the most 
genei'ous and chaiitable*of*men. Ido not speak of mere 
giving. It is'easy to. give. But he gave and forgave 
with equal liberality. He was not capable of an unkind 
thought, or a harsh judgment. He readily found excuses 
for all who mjured him; and no conflict of opinion or an- 
tagonism of interests ever wrung from Mm a bitter word. 
His heart, indeed, overflowed with loving Mndness to- 
wards all men; and nothing could make him siaspicious 
of Ms fellows. He might be deceived, or he might be 
wronged; but still Ms faith in human nature was un- 
shaken, and he looked out upon the world with undimi- 
nished hopefulness and cheerfulness, imparting to every- , 
thing around him the hues of his own sunny mind.' His 
social quahties were of a very high order. He made many 
friends, and never lost one whom he had made. By the 
qjd and young he was equally beloved. For the latter 
he'*h^d always great kindness and consideration ; and 


altliougli he was often free and unreserved in their com- 
pany, he kept parental watch over them, and led them, 

^ hy precept and example, in the right way. “Among all 
the persons whom I have conversed with/’ wrote one 
who knew him well, and who had both heart and head 
to appreciate Malcolm’s character,* “ he had the keenest 
practical insight into human nature, and best knew the 
art of controlhng and governing men, and winning them 
over to their good.” He was not a precisian about small 
things, and, therefore, his advice and exhortation were 
ever elective in great. /He formed the characters and 
made the fortunes of more good officers;than any man 
who ever served in India. He has been accused of 
clanship ; but this was only so far true, that when a 
relative or a neighbour came recommended to him 
by high intrinsic qualities, Malcolni did his best to 
serve him. It would be easy to name men, owing every- 
thing to his patronage, of wh6m'’he *knfew nothing until 
they made themselves known to, him by their deserts. 
Of one — ^the most eminent and the most worthy, perhaps, 
of all his disciples — ^he was wont to say, jestingly, when- 
ever this niatter of clanship was alluded to in his pre- 
sence, ‘ ‘ Clanship, indeed 1 Why, look at our friend ; 

I picked him out of the Bazaar.” 

But although Sir John Malcolm was, in so large a sense, 
a public man, and although the social circle in which he 
moved was one of uncommon extent, he cultivated, as 
few have ever cultivated, the domestic charities, and was, 
, in all the family relations, a model of purity and devotion. 
He was the most reverential of sons ; the most affec- 
tionate of brothers ; the most loving and most faithful of 
husbands; the most tender and judicious of parents; the 


* ^ The late AichdeacoH Hare. 
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kindest and the most faitliM of friends. The records 
of the dead, and the testimonies of the living, aWn- 
dantly declare how deserving he was of the love, grati- ’’ 
tude, and respect which were so abundantly lavished upon 
him. “He was always so kind,” said the attached friend 
whose words I have cited above, “ always so generous, 
always so indulgent to the weaknesses of others, while 
he was always endeavouring to make them better than 
they were; unwearied in acts of benevolence; ever 
aiming at the greatest, but never thinking the least below , 
his notice, he could descend, without feeling that he sunk, 
from the comfuand of armies and the government of an 
empire, ta become a peace-maker in a village brawl. In 
him dignity was so gentle and wisdom so playful; and 
his laurelled head was girt with a chaplet of aU the 
domestic affections.” 

There is little need that the biographer should dwell 
any longer, in ’th?s plarce, upon what it has been his 
privilege to illustrate in almost every chapter of his 
work. But there is one point on which I fear scant 
justice has been done to him in the foregoing pages. He 
had derived in early youth, from religious parents, lessons 
of Christian doctrine and principles of Christian conduct, 
which, although it was not his wont to make parade of 
these things, he held in solemn remembrance thtoughout 
the whole of his career. He had ever the highest re- 
spect for the truths of the Christian Church; and he 
lived in a state of incessant gratitude and thanksgiving 
to the benign Creator, whose good gifts had descended , 
so copiously upon him. The sentiment of reverends was, 
indeed, as strong within him as that of love. He lived 
in charity with all men; and he walked humbly with his 
,God. 
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(P^ge 52.)— DEATH OF CAPTAIN OHEISTIE. 

DR. COEMICK TO GENEEAD MALCOLM. 

{jBfivaie.) 

Tabree25, Nov. 23, 1812. 

My dear S 1 E 5 — last letter to you was written, I fancy, from 
tlie Prince’s camp Ut Ak taippah, wlien Sir Gore was about to 
marcli from tlaenl3e to Telieran. The Prince kept me by force for 
the winter. I resisted all I could^ but in vain, as Sir Gore 
ordered me to stay. Would to Heaven I had succeeded, as I 
should not then have been a witness to all the misfortunes and 
calamities which have marked H.R.H.’s short campaign. His 
army is totally annihilated, his guns lost, and, what is infentely 
worse than all, the amiable^ brave, and gallant Christie is no more. 
If it be any consolation to be generally regretted, he is'^deeply so 
by all Persia. His amiable manners, his equanimity, and his 
cool, steady, and invincible gallantry, endeared him to all ranks of 
people, particularly to the Prince and to the soldiers : the former 
I saw twice in tears for the man who so nobly sacrificed his life for 
him. But I have not attended to my intention of giving you an 
account of our misfortunes in regular order, and will, therefore, 
try to be more connected. 

Sir Gore came to the Prince’s camp as mediator between him 
md the Eussian Commissioner-in-Ohief in Georgia, who had 
comeijby appointment to the banks of the Ar^, at a place called 
TJslandoo^. The Prince kept about thirty-fese miles at^his own 
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sfde gf the river, the Russian refused to come to him, and no 
meeting tooh place between them* Russian Greneral was sent 
to the Prince’s camp to propose the appointment of deputies on 
all sides, to meet on the bants of tire Aras, the Russian Commis- 
sioner-in-Chief having retired as far on his side as the Prince was 
on this from Uslandooz. This arrangement took place ; the depu- 
ties met for some days, but all ended in nothing. The Russians 
would not cede anything, as they at first promised, and the Per- 
sians would not be satisfied with any arrangement with the Matus 
quopr(Bse7iHum £ov its basis, so that no arrangement or accommo- 
dation could be agreed upon. 

Beforp Sir Gore left Tabreez to to the camp, a report 

reached us that a peace had taken place between England and 
Riissia ; and this w^s in some degree confirmedT)y a letter to the 
same purport from an officer belonging to the Russian ships in the 
Caspian to Major D’Arcey and the English officers who were 
opposed to them in that quarter. Sir Goreimmediately wrote to 
Major D’Arcey not to allow the English to be opposed in any 
manner to the Russians, and they all, in consequence, returned to 
the Prince’s camp, which they had rcach^ Embassy 

arrived. As there was a good deal of misunderstanding, enmity, 
and hedaMughee between Mirza Buzoorg and Sir Gore, the latter 
was very an:xious for an opportunity of withdrawing the English 
officers from the field. In all his letters to the Russian, and ps-r- 
tlcularly to the General who came to our camp, he boasted of 
having withdrawn the assistance of the English officers from the 
Prince upon the mere unconfirmed report of a peace in Europe; 
he abused Mirza Buzoorg and all Persians heartily to them, and 
assured them no Englishman should in future assist Persia in the 
field. In this temper of mind the negotiations were commenced ; 
and when Sir Gore found that the Russian would not think of 
ceding, as he at first promised (having said he was ready and 
authoiiscd to cede), he became irritated and angry with every- 
tliing Russian, and, of course, agreed that the Persians were mode- 
rate and right in all they demanded. The English officers were 
now ordered out o&camp. Major D’Arcey, Major Stone, the two 
Lieutenants Willocks, and Major Douville (a Frenchman whom 
we have here) returned to Tabreez, but the Prince and his Mini^.er 
prevailed on Sir ppre to allow qur dear friendr Christie and 
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Lindsay, witli tliirteen drill sergeants^ to remain. Being keot ii 
camp without any specific orders how to, conduct themselves, and 
knowing the Prince intended them to fight, although Sir Gore, 
perhaps, did not, Christie came to breakfast with Sir Gore'the last 
day he was in camp, and asked him openly whether they wer5 to 
fight or not. His answer was, ‘‘ I am deaf and blind, and if gen- ’ 
tlemen think proper to knock their own heads against a wall, I 
cannot help it;” or words^very nearly to this effect. The con* 
sequences of this indefinite answer it was not difficult to foresee. 

I asked Christie, the moment we came onty if he intended to fight 
against the Russians; he answered, Yes ; I was in doubt before, 
but now I cannot be off.” 

We now marched towards the 3kras,3rand Sir Gore 'towards 
Teheran. Pour Dr five marches broug^ht us on the banks of the 
river, wher(h, we encamped with our 4ront towards it. Here it 
ran from west to east, so that we faced due north, with a small 
liver running into the Aras on our right. We had been here for 
ten days, in undisturbed quietness, and blind, incautious security, 
when, on the 31st of October, about eleven o’clock in tko fore- 
noon, we were mos^ cs^pkfply and effectually surprised by the 
Russians. Nobo4y in camp had any Idea of their approach till 
they had advanced through a clear and open plain to within a 
few hundred yards of us, and were in possession of a little hill in 
our rear, which commanded every part of the camp, before our 
men could fall in. At this time Lindsay was on the other side 
of the Aras with all his Topechees, waiting for the Prince, to 
accompany him hunting. When the order for this had been 
given, the day before, Lindsay remonstrated three times*; but in 
vain. The report of the approach of the Russians reached him 
beyond the river, and he returned (a fursukh at least) full gallop, 
and just reached his guns when the Russians gained the little hill. 
Had they advanced right into the camp they must have reached' 
the guns on our left long before Lindsay. With the greatest 
difficulty he mounted them, and got them off, with only about ten 
or twelve rounds for all his thirteen guns. Christie had during 
this time drawn up his men, as well as hurry and confusion would 
admit of, between the camp and the hill the enemy had gained 
p3s^ssion of, being determined here to oppose their entrance into 
camp. ^ They opened from above a gun upon^him, with a smart 
YOL. n} ' , , 2 s ■ ~ 
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^re of musketry, and immediately about three hundred men de- 
scended the little hill, opening and extending their files, and 
advanced upon him. While preparing his men to charp^ them, 
an order from the Prince arrived to retreat across the littk river 
on W right. Christie sent a sergeant to represent to him the 
'impropriety of retiring, and the necessity of charging und anniln- 
kting the small body of the enemy that was in ^^mt of him. The 
Prince got into a passion, abused Englishmen and aU that was 
English! galloped up Hmself to the Sirbaz, seized their colors, 
and delivmed them to a Gholam, telling the rascals to run away; 
which of course they did, except two companies who, fro^^ 
personal attachment, still stuck to ^Christie, and behaved gal- 
lantly. ^With these he -folio wed the troops the,.Priiice had made 
retreat, carrying ayiay with him some wounded officers nnd men 
that were left on the ground. Lindsay, after having fired away 
. the few rounds he had (3lb. shot out of six-pounders), and pj-. 
ceiving the .danger he was in, retreated vnth his guns across the 
little river after the other troops had led the way. Here the 
Prince, not knowing that he had no ammunition, commenced the 
most extravagant abuse of him fcr^not continuing to fire even 
without ammunition. Lindsay returned his j,word, and gave 
over charge of the guns to the Subadar, saying he wouH not 
fight again for the Shah-Zadeh. In a few minutes the Prince 
camewHm, begged and entreated him to forget what lie had 
said and not to leave him in'his distress. Lindsay agreed. 

We were now driven out of our camp, which the^nemy got 
quiet possession of, having lost everything we possessed in the 
world except the clothes we wore and the horses we rode. Abbas 
Mirza collected his scattered troops, and took a position within 
• shot of the enemy, and divided from him by the little river we 
had crossed, and about six hundred yards of ground filled with 
iunc^le. As Lindsay had no ammunition, he proposed to the 
^ Prince to head twenty of his own men and thirty or forty 
Gholams and to make a dash into our own camp, and carry off 
some rounds in the best way they could. This was agreed to. 
They mounted and set off, but not a Gholam (except one single 
man) stuck to him. With his own twenty and this man, they suc- 
ceeded in carrying off six rounds of ammunition each man, 
returned. ir. 
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In this new position our right was under a little hill, or tuppa]%, 
which the Persians intended to strengthen, and had already =tsoin* 
mencedj as there was a Half-dug ditch and several holes around it. ... 
Our front faced our own camp, out of which we were driven by 
the Russians, who now possessed it ; and our left extended a-^ng 
the banks of the river I have so often mentioned. The Prince 
ordered Christie to take two companies and skirmish with the 
enemy in the jungle that iKvided us; and as we had now got a 
little ammunition, Lindsay took two guijs to oppose two or 
three of theirs, which were on the opposite bank, and firing upon 
us. They both succeeded /amously, as, after a few rounds, Sie 
Russians pulled back one of their guns into a hollow, and there it 
remained silent. ^ With anoliher gto th|^fired occasionally, but 
did us no harm. ♦Christie’s two companies* conducted themselves 
admirably, |tnd drove the Russians V^ack out’ of the jungle, and 
returned when their ammunition was exhausted. 

It was now becoming dark, the ammunition of the Sirbaz was 
nearly exhausted — wt had about six or eight rounds only for each 
gun — we had only lost twenty or thirty men killed and wounded, 
we had not the m^ai^ of# p oiitinuing the fight even if we had 
daylight, when ^the Prince, instead of retreating, took* the fatal 
resolution of remaining there for the night. When dark, he sent 
for Christie and Lindsay (the former having had his leg and his 
horse wounded during the day), and asked their opinion as to the 
line of conduct he ought to pursue. They recommended him 
strongly to quit his present situation and fall back among -some 
hills in his rear, so as not to b% within , reach of the enemy during 
the night; but in vain. He ordered Lindsay to bring, his guns 
close under the little fort, or tuppah. Lindsay represented to 
him that he had much more to apprehend from the ditch and 
holes that were there during the night, than from the enemy. 
Abool Futteh Khan repeated this to him, but in different words, 
and he gave over for the present. Ghristle requested permission ^ 
to draw off his infantry to the left, and there await the ap’^^roach 
of the Russians, who, if they attacked us at night (a thing most 
certain), must come that way; but he was refused. 

The Prince spent the night in consulting with every one about 
He listened to the advice of all, he followed that of none^ 
and Be himse^*, his Ministe^ his Mirzas, an^Mostofees all gave 
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«ri'ders, while no one knew what he did or what he said. In this 
stater'' of confusioia did we pass the nighty Sirbaz, Topechees, 
Gholams, horses, mules, and camels, all abotit this little 
wliicli, if complete, had onlj room for two hundred men with^ 
it, And was unfortunately almost full of thatched roofs of very 
combustible matter. The Prince, to complete the demonstration 
to the world of his own and his minister’s incapacity, ordered two 
guns to be taken up to the top of it, ^although it was impossible 
to fire them down to any advantage. * W e were pretty confident 
that pickets would Iiave been placed so as to give us intimation 
of the advance of the enemy; but we were mistaken. About 
half-past four a man came from the Prince to tell Christie that he 
had perfliission to take ;^is infbn whdre he wished, and ordering 
Lindsay peremptorily tQ bring down his guns immediately to the 
base of the hill fort. They both obeyed. Christie had only 
advanced about ten paces when he was brought up in the dark 
by a line of Russians. He challenged -them, not suspecting who 
they were, and their answer was a huzza, a volley of musketry, and 
a charge of the bayonet. His men instantly dispersed, and ran in 
confusion around the little tuppab.r At tj^s 4ime, eleven out of 
thirteen guns had (as Lindsay had represented the beginning 
of the night) fallen into the ditch and'holes, so that they easily 
fell into the hands of the Russians. All now became confusion 
and slaughter, those above firing on their fellow- soldiers below, 
and the enemy bayoneting them hke sheep, for no resistance was 
made. At this time the roofs on the top of the little, hill took 
fire, and burned to death about three hundred men, with horses 
and mules and a camel that were crowded in there. Every one 
now escaped as well as he could. 

We were still more completely surprised at night than we were 
in the day. When the volley was first fired, one part of the line 
of Russians vras about twenty-five yards from the Persians, and in 
the intermediate space I was on horseback, slowly advancing to 
them.*^ Their powder showed me the ground over wdrich to 
gallop, and the e 2 s;tent of their line, so that I soon got round their 
right into the rear gf their line, and having escaped this danger, 
I incurred no other. In the course of the morning I was happy 
io see Lindsay safe, but no one could give any account 
Christie. ^ * "" 
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THis afFair took place on the morning of the 1st of Novembe?*^ 
and at noon on the 2nd, finding all the Europeans safe except 
Christie, of whom I could hear nothing, I got the Prince’s per- ^ 
mission to return to the scene of our misfortunes (12 fursukhs), 
and enter the Russian camp, with the hope that I might be of use 
to him if he was wounded, and to ascertain his fate. The enemy * 
had re-crossed the river before I reached it; but I soon found the 
body of OUT dear and gall^t friend Christie, shockingly mangled 
by the barbarians. They had taken off all his clothes, and I 
buried him in the field of battle, amidst the slain and the groans 
of the wounded, who were ^till languishing on every side. From 
prisoners of ours who made their escape J found that he had 
received a ball tliy:ough his n^k in flie d^^, and being fidnt with 
loss ofbioodj rentl-med sitting on the ground. After daylight it 
was reporteol to the Russian villain ^who’ commanded that an 
English officer was wounded at a little distance. He looked at 
him with a glass, and immediately ordered two men to go and 
put him to death. It is unnecessary to enumerate his wounds, of 
which he had five dreadful ones, four of them with the sabre. He 
insisted on taking the iwordjtu gave me at Maragha on that day , 
so that I have lost this with everything else. 

From this general account of affairs you will he able to draw 
your own conclusions. The Russians were assured by Sir Gore 
that no Englishman would fight against them, and therefore, on 
finding them engaged, looked upon them as entitled to no quarter; 
while, in trijth, no men of honor, left ag they were, could have 
avoided fighting. All has hem lost from the incapacity of the 
Prince and his criminal mmister, and for want of a marn of sense 
to command us. Lindsay has been reading this letter, and 
insists on my telling you that only nine guns out of the thirteen 
were under his command, and that the two that were saved 
belonged to these, so that he only lost seven altogether. The 
others were under Persians. As it Is impossible to write or even ; 
to read this over again, I hope you will have the goodness tS send 
it to Captain Pasley for perusal, and perhaps to Jukes, as they are 
interested in Persian affairs. On the 6th of tjxis month died, at 
Ardebile, Major Stone, of his Majesty’s Royal Artillery; and 
aBo^t the same time [an European servant of Sir Gore’s, and 
sergcaJlt-major^of artillery, al Erivan, wete curled off by fever. 
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AccountB reached us a few days ago of the death of poor Mr. 
r SheMdan, at Shiraz. Mr. Morier has had a dangerous attaek of 
f bilious fever, and Sir Gore himself has been twice laid up with 
ague on his way to Teheran; so that you perceive the autumn has 

not^een a healthy one to Europeans in Persia. 

When I left the Embassy, Sir Gore was determined in his reso- 
lution to go home in 1814, but late occurrences and misfortunes 
will, I think, make him quit the ciSuntry next year. I know 
that he has applied for his recall, in order to be able to go if 
necessary, and think it not improbable that he will quit us in 
1813. May I indulge the hope oft seeing you come out his 
successor? Our last accounts from Europe consist_of Lord Wel- 
lington^ defeat of Mailaont. About the Russiaps and French we 
have nothing particular, but reports are strofig here that the 
Russians have been several times defeated, and thft Petersburg 
had been burned. 

Give my best respects to Mrs. Malcolm, who is, I hope, happy 
in England. With best wishes for the health of the little ones, 
Believe me,' dear Sir, ever sincerely yours, 
i ^ » y J. OOEMICK. 

r 


.. (Page 278.) " 

SUNG AT AN ANNIVERSARr DINNER IN CELEBRATION OE 
"" THE BATTLE OF ASSYE, 1818.. 

THE WORDS BY SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 

As Britannia, elate, was triumphantly viewing 
The deeds of her sons in the bright page of Fame, 

And Memory’s magic each joy was renewing. 

As she paus’d on the glories of Wellington’s name, — 

To far distant scenes her proud fancy had stray’d, 

Where her hero so often victorious had been, 

When sudden a Maid, in splendor array’d, 

Like aVisi^of rapture illupiined the scen^: ^ 
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’Twas the Genius of Asia— fair land of the Sun— 

“ To me,” she exclaim’d, “you your Wellington owe*f 

’Neath my fostering clime his proud race he begun, 

And matur’d was his fame hy its cherishing glow ; 

“ In the morn of his life all resplendent he rose, * 

Like the sun which illumines my region’s clear sky ; 

Dispers’d are his foes,^nd victory throws 
TJnperishlng rays o*r the field of Assye. 

“ But think not, Britannia ! thy children alone 
Have my kingdoms ^ubdu'ed, and my subjects laid low; 

By my own turhan’d sons the proud d^d has been done— 
I myself,”^ said the Maid, “ Hhve ^cted the blor^ 

“ To anarchy’s horrors my realms were a prey 
Whet first on my shores thou ftiy hannere unfurl’d ; 

I welcom’d thy sway— ’twas the morn of a day 
Bringing freedom and knowledge to light a dark world, 

“ Oh, Britannia !” she said, as all radiant she shone. 

Her counteiw,n(Sie baapiing with beauty divine, 

“ O’er the hearts of my people establish thy throne ; 

In one wreath let Ihe laurel and lotus entwine. 

“ Once the Star of the East shed its lustre afar, 

And again o’er the earth shall its glories be spread, 

While my sons round thy car, theToremost in war. 
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